
Unbridled Pursuit of Excellence 

“A Team of Teams – With One Mission:  Protecting our Commonwealth” 

“Water, Water 
Everywhere But Not A 

Drop To Drink”  
 
"Rhyme of the Ancient Mariner"  
   by Samuel Taylor Coleridge 



The Beauty of Our Commonwealth 
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On Any Given Day in Kentucky…….. 

There is an Abundance of Fresh, Safe Drinking Water. 
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but ….. 

If you don’t like the weather 
in Kentucky, stick around for 

15 minutes. It’ll change!! 
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So what kinds of things can 
happen that might make the 
tap go dry to the customers 

serviced by your water system? 
 

Let’s look and see…….. 



Floods 
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Quick - Fill the Bags!! 
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Flash Flooding 
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Where’s The Water Line Now? 
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Loss of Power 
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Tornadoes 
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Ice/Winter Storms 
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Got a Generator? 
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Dam or Levee Failure 
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Why Did That Dirt Do That? 
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Hazardous Materials Spills 
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Not Something You Want to See Next to 

the Water Source for Your System 
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Infrastructure Failure 
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I Need a Finger….. or Two. 
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OK, We’re Vulnerable…  

So Now What?  

 

Make A Plan!  
 



Some Things to Think About 
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What are your vulnerabilities? 
 Tornadoes, Floods, Power Loss, Ice 

Storms, Infrastructure Failure, Drought.  
What are your current capabilities to 
overcome those vulnerabilities? 
 Generators, Agreements With 

Contiguous Water Districts 
 
 



Some More Things  

To Think About 
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What partnerships do you have in place 
currently? 
 Water Bottlers and Suppliers (Wal-Mart, 
 Kroger, etc), Relationships With Other 
 Contiguous Water Providers, Emergency 
 Management  
What partnerships do you not have but need? 
 Any Of the Above That Aren’t Currently In 
 Place. 



And Even More…… 
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What alternate arrangements do you have in 
place to provide drinking water if your 
system fails? 
 Emergency Connections To Other 
 Systems, Distribution of Bottled 
 Water…. 



Where Do You Get Drinking 

Water If Your System Fails? 
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Where Are You  

Going to Store It? 
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How Are You Going to 

Distribute The Water? 
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Still More….. 
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What Is The Emergency Plan For Your 
Department? 
“Plans are nothing. Planning is everything” 

Dwight D. Eisenhower 

Do You Have An Operations Center For Your 
Department? 
What About A Backup Location? 
What About A “Continuity Of Operations Plan”? 



I’ll Quit Now….. 
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Are you integrated into your local Emergency 
 Management Emergency Operations 
 Plan? 
Do you participate in local emergency and 
 disaster exercises? 
Have key staff completed training in Incident 
 Command and the National Incident 
 Management System? 



Declaration of  

“A State of Emergency” 
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KRS 39A.100 
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(2) In the event of the occurrence or threatened or impending 
occurrence of any of the situations or events contemplated by 
KRS 39A.010, 39A.020, or 39A.030, which in the judgment of a 
local chief executive officer is of such severity or complexity as to 
require the exercise of extraordinary emergency measures, the 
county judge/executive of a county other than an urban-county 
government, or mayor of a city or urban-county government, or 
chief executive of other local governments or their designees as 
provided by ordinance of the affected county, city, or urban-
county may declare in writing that a state of emergency exists, 
and thereafter, subject to any orders of the Governor, shall have 
and may exercise for the period as the state of emergency exists 
or continues, the following emergency powers:  
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(a) To enforce all laws and administrative regulations relating to 
disaster and emergency response and to direct all local disaster and 
emergency response forces and operations in the affected county, city, 
urban-county, or charter county;  
(b) To exclude all nonessential, unauthorized, disruptive, or 
uncooperative personnel from the scene of the emergency, and to 
command persons or groups of persons at the scene to disperse. A 
person who refuses to leave an area in which a written order of 
evacuation has been issued in accordance with a written declaration 
of emergency or a disaster may be forcibly removed to a place of 
safety or shelter, or may, if this is resisted, be arrested by a peace 
officer. Forcible removal or arrest shall not be exercised as options 
until all reasonable efforts for voluntary compliance have been 
exhausted;  
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(c) To declare curfews and establish their limits;  
(d) To order immediate purchase or rental of, contract for, or 
otherwise procure, without regard to procurement codes or 
budget requirements, the goods and services essential for 
protection of public health and safety or to maintain or to 
restore essential public services; and  
(e) To request emergency assistance from any local government 
or special district and, through the Governor, to request 
emergency assistance from any state agency and to initiate 
requests for federal assistance as are necessary for protection of 
public health and safety or for continuation of essential public 
services.  
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(3) Nothing in this section shall be construed to allow any 
governmental entity to  
impose additional restrictions on the lawful possession, transfer, 
sale, transport, carrying, storage, display, or use of firearms and 
ammunition or components of firearms and ammunition. 
 Effective: July 15, 2010  
 History: Amended 2010 Ky. Acts ch. 22, sec. 3, effective July 15, 2010. 
 -- Amended 2006 Ky. Acts ch. 7, sec. 1, effective March 8, 2006; and 
 ch. 240, sec. 10, effective July 12, 2006. -- Amended 2005 Ky. Acts ch. 
 91, sec. 1, effective June 20, 2005. -- Created 1998 Ky. Acts ch. 226, 
 sec. 9, effective July 15, 1998.  
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“More Than Just A Motto” 

Do Your Part to Be Ready  


