
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
CARES Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

DSM Program Changes 

Explanation CARES Program 

Background 
 
EKPC Community Assistance Resources for Energy Savings (“CARES”) program provides an 
incentive to enhance the weatherization and energy efficiency services provided to the retail 
members of the Owner-Members of EKPC by the Kentucky Community Action Agency 
(“CAA”) network of not-for-profit community action agencies. EKPC provides an incentive 
through the Owner-Member to the CAA on behalf of the retail member. EKPC’s incentive 
enables the CAA to accomplish additional energy efficiency improvements in each home. The 
additional incentive from EKPC assists the CAA in weatherizing more homes. 

 
Cost-effectiveness 

 
The CARES program remains cost-effective based on the most recent avoided electricity and 
natural gas costs that were used for EKPC’s 2022 IRP filing. 
 
The benefit-cost ratio for the CARES program using the TRC test is 1.15. 
 
Please refer to the program assumptions sheet and cost-effectiveness summary sheet (attached) 
for more details. 

 
Tariff Changes 

 
The CARES program was originally designed to partner only with the CAA Network.  However, 
EKPC  has recently become aware of other 501(c)(3) nonprofit entities in the Owner-Members’ 
service territories that are performing rehabilitation work on existing homes.  These Affordable 
Housing organizations (i.e. Habitat for Humanity) are improving insulation, air sealing, and 
mechanicals at many of their job sites.  The efforts they are putting forward align with the 
improvements EKPC requires in the CARES program.  As a result, EKPC plans to alter the tariff 
so that any 501(c)(3) affordable housing organization in the Owner-Members’ service territories 
can participate in this program.  

 
The incentive structure and payments to the Owner-Member will remain the same.  The total 
transfer payment amount can be up to $2,700 per residence. 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Button-Up Weatherization 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

DSM Program Changes Explanation 

Button-up Weatherization Program  

Background 
 

The Button-up Weatherization (“Button-up”) Program is designed to incentivize members with 
poor energy-performing homes to improve the energy efficiency of the home’s shell.  The 
program’s primary focus is on air sealing the shell of the home and improving ceiling insulation.  
Air-sealing actions reduce air infiltration by sealing air leaks in the shell walls, floors or ceiling. 
Electrical and plumbing protrusions as well as window and door seals are typical places where 
air leaks cause the home to lose heat in the winter. The incentive is paid based on heat loss 
reduction measured in British Thermal Units per hour (“BTUH”). Heat losses are reduced by 
lowering air leakage via improved air-sealing. The Button-up program is an important program 
to assist members with high bills caused by excessive heat loss. Air-sealing and improved ceiling 
insulation are the most cost-effective measures to improve home energy performance. 

 
In 2021, EKPC resumed its working relationship with the Collaborative group.  The Collaborative 
public-interest representatives requested that EKPC and its Owner-Members consider adding a 
measure for duct sealing to the existing button up tariff.  Duct sealing targets the air sealing of 
ducts in existing homes that are located in un-heated spaces like attics or crawlspaces.  The 
measure is cost-effective.  Reducing the amount of duct leakage has a beneficial impact on the 
end user’s energy costs.   

 
Cost-effectiveness 
 
The most recent energy efficiency potential study (GDS Associates, October 2021) identified 
duct sealing as a cost-effective measure.  Across all housing types and heating technologies, the 
weighted average benefit-cost ratio for the duct sealing measure using the TRC test is 2.33. 
 
Including the duct sealing measure in the program results in a TRC of 1.68 for the Button-up 
program. 
 
These results are based on the avoided costs used in EKPC’s 2022 IRP filing.  Measure costs, 
savings, and savings lives are based on the October 2021 GDS study, which is included as an 
Exhibit in EKPC’s 2022 IRP filing. 
 
Please refer to the program assumptions sheet and cost-effectiveness summary sheet (included) 
for more details. 
 
Tariff Changes 
 
The Button-up tariff is being changed to provide an incentive for duct sealing.  Duct sealing is 
a standalone measure that is calculated differently than the performance-based Button-up 
incentive.  End-use members who improve their duct leakage are eligible for a $400 incentive 
per duct system.  



 

 

 
The HVAC duct sealing portion of the Button-up program will pay a $400 incentive to residential 
members (or their contractor) that meets the eligibility requirements for duct sealing listed above. 
EKPC will also pay the Owner-Member an administrative fee of $100 and lost margins of $150.  
EKPC will pay a total transfer payment of $650. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 


