Date: June 19, 2026
/Vﬁf&rl.-_.fi 0:1‘? /'na.]
VIA CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED .

Kentucky Public Service Commission

Attn: Consumer Services / Executive Director R E C E lVE D

211 Sower Boulevard JuL 10 202
P.O. Box 615 ‘

PUBLIC SERVICE
Frankfort, Kentucky 40602 COMMISSION

RE: Formal Consumer Complaint Against Owen Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Subject Property: 5785 Lawrenceville Rd., Williamstown, KY 41097 and the referenced
recorded 40-foot-wide metes and bounds unfettered ingress and egress easement

To Whom It May Concern,

Enclosed please find the original and 5 copies of my formal regulatory complaint against Owen
Electric Cooperative, Inc., submitted pursuant to Kentucky administrative and utility rules.

This complaint details explicit, completed violations by Owen Electric Cooperative regarding 807
KAR 5:006, Section 26, as well as violations of their own filed utility tariffs. The cooperative has
fully constructed and finalized utility infrastructure within a strictly restricted 40-foot-wide
travel-only easement corridor and established a 30-foot clearance footprint extending onto
neighboring property without valid utility grants, permission, or legal right to occupy.

As required for formal review, the enclosed complaint packet contains my sworn, notarized
Affidavit of Verification alongside supporting evidentiary documentation.

Enclosed in this packet are the following documents for your review:
1. Signed and Notarized Formal Complaint Form / Statement of Facts.
2. Exhibit A: Copy of the recorded 40-foot metes-and-bounds travel easement deed.

3. Exhibit B: Property boundary maps showing the disputed installation footprint and
encroaching clearance zones sketched in.

4. Exhibit C: Email dated 5/23/26 to Owen Electric Legal Counsel Jake Thompson with an
attached recorded travel only easement deed for their review.

5. Exhibit D: Photographs of completed installation showing proximity to driveway and
collision hazards, overhead lines and encroachment into my adjacent private property.



Please initiate a formal investigation into this matter and order Owen Electric Cooperative to
immediately de-energize and remove all unlawfully placed infrastructure from the property
footprint, restoring the easement corridor to its original condition.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this urgent property and regulatory matter.

Sincerely,

\ (Z)g@/u% ) /é./gl&afé s

[Your Signature]
Cheryl D. Roland

5785 Lawrenceville Rd., Willlamstown, KY 41097



June 19, 2026

BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF KENTUCKY
FRANKFORT, KENTUCKY

FORMAL ADMINISTRATIVE COMPLAINT

SUBJECT: UNAUTHORIZED UTILITY ENCROACHMENT, ABSENCE OF LAWFUL UTILITY
EASEMENT, KENTUCKY PROPERTY LAW VIOLATIONS, NATIONAL ELECTRICAL
SAFETY CODE (NESC) VIOLATIONS, AND DIRECT SUBVERSION OF A RECORDED
MEDIATED SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT

UTILITY:  Owen Electric Cooperative
8205 Highway 127 N, P.O. Box 400, Owenton, KY 40359
Phone: (800) 372-7612, Fax: {502) 484-2661

. COMPLAINANT INFORMATION
Name: Chery! Darlene Roland
Property Address: 5785 Lawrenceville Rd., Williamstown, KY 41097

Phone Number: _
emai Adores [

il. UTILITY APPLICANT INFORMATION

Name of applicant: Darwin and Shelly Darlington

Service Location Address: Parcel off Lawrenceville Rd adjacent to 5785 Lawrenceville Rd.,
Williamstown, KY 41097

Mailing Address: 280 Edwards Ave., Walton, KY 41094

lll. STATEMENT OF FACT, REGULATORY AND KENTUCKY PROPERTY LAW VIOLATIONS

Owen Electric Cooperative has failed to follow their own filed tariff rules to operate within a
“legal right to occupy” or a right-of-way that is “satisfactory to the Cooperative.” A travel-only
easement does not provide a legal right-of-way for power distribution. The Cooperative
accepted a defective applicant authorization, placing them in violation of 807 KAR 5:0086,
Section 26{1a) and (2b) and their own internal line extension policies. The applicant failed to
provide a valid easement and Owen Electric Cooperative proceeded without verifying the
validity of that easement.



Additionally, under Kentucky property common law, a fee owner may not use their property—
nor grant rights to a third-party utility—in a manner that actively obstructs or diminishes the
rights of existing easement holders. Installing infrastructure within a restricted travel corridor
directly compromises the “unfettered” access guaranteed to the easement holders, creating an
illegal encroachment and a civil trespass.

Under Kentucky law, a utility cannot unilaterally claim, clear, or restrict use of a neighboring
property’s airspace or land footprint just because it is adjacent to their line, and/or, in this
specific case, used to satisfy their 30-foot-wide clearance zone which could not be accomplished
within the 40-foot-wide travel-only easement. The specific violations include: {1) Common law
intentional trespass, (2) Inverse condemnation (De Facto Taking) which violates Section 13 of
the Kentucky Constitution, and (3) Violation of PSC Tariff and Right-of-Entry Standards.

1. Misuse of a Restricted Transit Easement: Owen Electric Cooperative has installed physical
utility infrastructure—including poles and overhead distribution lines—within the boundaries of
a 40-foot-wide metes and bounds unfettered ingress egress easement serving three properties.
The applicant, myself and another neighbor rely solely on this corridor to access our respective
properties (Exhibit D).

2. Complete Absence of Utility Placement Rights: A “Driveway Easement and Maintenance
Agreement, Addendum, and Quit Claim Deed” (Exhibit A) were born out of a court mediated
lawsuit settlement between three affected properties and was recorded in Grant County, Ky.
about 6 months ago. This easement is restricted to vehicle and foot transit. It does not convey
any right for utility installation, pole erection, nor infrastructure maintenance.

3. Application Fraud and Regulatory Failure: The applicant neighbor allegedly fraudulently
certified on his utility application that he held full ownership rights sufficient to grant a utility
right-of-way. Owen Electric completely failed its regulatory duty to review the recently recorded
Grant County documents, which would have instantly revealed that the applicant possesses no
utility-granting authority and that two adjacent property owners hold easements over this
travel corridor.

4. Encroachment Onto Private Acreage: In addition to placing large poles and lines inside a
travel-only easement without right-of-way, Owen Electric has extended a 30-foot clearance
zone several feet outside the 40-foot-wide footprint and directly into the Complainant’s private
acreage thus limiting Complainant's usage of private property without permission and with no
valid easement in violation of Section 13 of the Kentucky Constitution (Exhibit B).

5. Continuous Trespass of an Energized Line: It appears Owen Electric has fully completed
construction and thus assume have energized this line. The cooperative would now be actively
transmitting high-voltage electricity over and across the Complainant's 40-foot-wide metes and
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bounds contractually guaranteed totally unrestricted travel path via an overloaded easement
and a trespassing clearance zone. Because Owen Electric was formally notified of these
boundary and easement restrictions and proceeded anyway, it is operating as a willful
trespasser under Kentucky law (Exhibit C).

6. Obstruction of an Ingress/Egress Corridor: By installing large poles very close to and hanging
high-voltage lines over this corridor with a clearing zone directly above and on the transit path,
Owen Electric has severely burdened, obstructed, and altered the primary purpose of the court-
settled travel easement, in direct violation of the contractually guaranteed free and unrestricted
path for passage of and creating an unsafe environment for vehicular transit (Exhibits A and D).

7. Direct Destruction of a Mediated Settlement Contract: The 40-foot-wide unfettered travel
easement was the hard-fought result of a court-mandated mediated settlement agreement that
resolved a contentious two-year civil lawsuit over a 26-year-old ingress egress easement
regularly used by all three properties. That settlement was explicitly intended to establish a
strict, permanent boundary compromise for all three parties that guaranteed permanent
unfettered access to and from the respective properties, address maintenance and safety
concerns and provide contractual accommaodations to protect the Complainant from the
applicant neighbor's documented history of easement and boundary aggression. Due to
applicant’s persistent, long-standing and on-going issues of a harassing nature resulting in
irreversible mental health issues, Complainant requested, as an accommodation for medical
and safety reasons, that Owen Electric keep the two properties separate regarding utilities. By
fabricating utility rights on a service application, the applicant neighbor is in near-total breach
of that agreement. Owen Electric’s subsequent physical invasion completely destroys, subverts,
and undermines the legal compromise achieved through two years of litigation, effectively
weaponizing a simple transit easement to resurrect and exacerbate the exact harassment the
contract was legally executed to prevent.

IV. TECHNICAL AND SAFETY

1. Mathematical and Physical Impossibility of the Infrastructure Layout: Owen Electric has
attempted to force a 30-foot-wide utility easement within a strict, court-negotiated 40-foot-
wide travel-only easement which already contains an active, functional vehicle driveway.
Because the math of a mandatory 30-foot-wide utility clearance zone and a physical vehicle
driveway cannot coexist inside a 40-foot-wide strip, Owen Electric has physically spilled over the
hard legal wall of the easement, encroaching several feet directly into the Complainant's private
acreage (Exhibit B).



2. Violation of the National Electrical Safety Code (NESC) & Winter Crash Hazards: Owen
Electric has installed heavy physical poles directly inside a very rural, non-municipal and non-
county nor state-maintained travel-only easement near the crest of a hill. This location is subject
to severe ice and snow during Kentucky winters. By placing rigid utility poles and three guy
wires immediately adjacent to the driveway's travel path near a blind hill crest, Owen Electric
has created an active, dangerous roadside crash hazard for any vehicle losing traction in winter
weather and/or a vehicle exiting driveway and needing to swerve right to avoid a head-on
collision, directly violating NESC safety mandates regarding safe clearances and traffic hazard
minimization (Exhibit D).

V. REGULATORY PRECEDENT

1. Under Kentucky PSC regulations and Owen Electric’s own filed tariffs, the cooperative is
explicitly barred from installing or energizing service infrastructure without first acquiring valid,
lawful utility land rights. An access or travel easement cannot be unilaterally converted into a
utility corridor by a cooperative or an applicant.

2. Public Policy Against the Subversion of Legal Settlements: Kentucky public policy heavily
favors and protects the finality of mediated lawsuit settlements. A public utility cooperative
cannot lawfully act as an instrument to dismantle a recorded legal settlement. By failing to audit
the restricted Grant County easement deed from six months ago, Owen Electric has
inadvertently colluded with a contracting party in active, material breach. Operating a live high-
voltage line over and across a corridor restricted solely to travel undermines the integrity of the
judicial and mediation systems

VI. REQUESTED RELIEF AND REMEDIES

The Complainant respectfully requests that the Kentucky Public Service Commission order the
following immediate administrative actions:

1. Immediate De-Energization: Order Owen Electric to immediately disconnect and de-energize
the unauthorized transmission line to eliminate continuous trespass and safety hazards while
this land rights violation is reviewed.

2. Complete Removal of Infrastructure: Order Owen Electric Cooperative to physically remove
all utility poles, overhead distribution lines, anchors, and associated infrastructure from the
travel easement.



3. Restoration to Original Transit Purpose: Compel the utility to restore the surface of this
easement corridor to its original physical condition, repairing any soil displacement, ruts, or
grading damage caused by heavy machinery, thereby returning the corridor strictly to its court-
negotiated purpose of unfettered ingress and egress.

4. Alternative Utility Routing: Mandate that Owen Electric completely reroute the neighbor's
service line through alternative terrain that does not infringe upon the Complainant’s private
acreage or restricted travel easement.

Respectfully submitted,

%%OW

Chery!D. R



AFFIDAVIT OF VERIFICATION

COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY
COUNTY OF Grant

[Print Your Full Name], being first

The undersigned, _ Cheryl D. Roland
duly sworn, deposes and states under penalty of perjury that they are the complainant in the

foregoing matter; that they have read the contents of the attached Formal Complaint/Notice;
and that the factual statements, property boundary details, and assertions contained therein
are true, accurate, and correct to the best of their personal knowledge, information, and belief.

Signature of Cdmplainant / Affiant

Subscribed, sworn to, and acknowledged before me by the Affiant,
, on this 22nd day of June , 2026.

Cheryl D. Roland

03-23-2027

My Commission Expires:
Notary Commission Number: KYNP68373

_\ Pocee N SR 7 e

Notary Public, State at Large, Kentucky

(Place Notary Seal/Stamp Below)
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GRANT COUNTY

D456 PG407
ADDENDUM TO THIS EASEMENT FILED BEFORE EASEMENT WAS FILED. ‘FILED IN BdOK D455,
PAGE 228,
é (¢
e fbiT A
PREPARED BY

RETURN TO:

- Y
MICHAEL T.MKNNEY
Attorney at Law 4

KBA# 46590

2922 Washington Square

P.O. Box 688

Burlington, Kentucky 41005

(859) 586-9955 .

Fax 586-6937 )

[NO TITLE EXAMINATION PERFORMED
INSTRUMENT PREPARATION ONLY]

DRIVEWAY EASEMENT AND MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT
THIS DRIVEWAY EAgXiMENT ;;:’T;I‘ D.MAIN'I‘ENANCE AGREEMENT (“Agreement”) is
- made and eatered into this _l day of 72025, by and between Darwin Darlington and Shelly
Darlington, husband and wife (“Darlington”), Cheryl D. Roland, unmarried (“Roland™), Steven W.
Aulbach and Karcn M. Aulbach, husband and wife (“Aulbach”), individually and collectively “Tract
Owners”, witnesseth: '
WHEREAS, Roland is the owner of a 7.939 acre Tract located at 5785 Lawrenceville Road,

Williamstown, Kentucky, as devised to her in the Last Will and Testament of I. H. Roland, Sr., as
recorded at Will Book 3, Page 781 of the Grant Co. Clerk’s records at Williamstown, Kentucky and
WHEREAS, Darlington is the owner of an 84.58 acre Tract located at Lawrenceville Road,
Williamstown, Kentucky, adjacent to the Cheryl D. Roland Tract, by virtue of a deed from Larry W.
Rolénd et ux as recorded at Deed Book 410, Page 138, of said Grant County Records, and
WHEREAS, Larry W. Roland had acquired said 84.58 acre tract by a devise in the same Last
Wili and Testament of J. H. Roland, Sr., as recorded at Will Book 3, Page 781 of the Grant Co. Clerk’s
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Printed on: 4/13/2026 2:12 PM
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To: jfthompson@cbkylaw.com
ce: kypetelaw@gmail.com

Hi, Jake, | am forwarding for your review the controlling documents for our unfettered ingress egress easement
which are recorded at Grant County Deed Office If you have any questions or would like further information
please let me know or feel free to contact Pete at kypetelaw@gmail.com o

I f hope the attached information is helpful. i
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