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PARTIES OF RECORD 

Re: Case No. 2026-00180 

Notice is given to all parties that the attached attendance list for Public Comments 
Meeting of October 23, 2026, has been filed into the record of this proceeding.  

If you have any comments you would like to make regarding the contents of the 
document, please do so within five days of receipt of this letter. If you have any questions, 
please contact Nicole Carr, Staff Attorney, at (502) 564-3940. 

Sincerely, 

Justin McNeil 
Executive Director 
On behalf of  
The Kentucky State Board on Electric 
Generation and Transmission Siting 

cc: Parties of Record 
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Public Service Commission 

Siting Board on Electrical Generation and Transmission 

Starfire II 

Case Number: 2026-00180 

Public Comment Hearing 

October 23rd, 2026 

5pm - Perry County Court House 

The following comments are on behalf of the Starfire Community Coalition. 

In April of 2025, our coalition was founded by the Breathitt, Knott, Floyd, and Perry County 

Community Foundations with the goal of reaching a community benefits agreement on the 

Starfire Solar project. Since then our coalition has grown to include the Southeast Kentucky 

Sheep Producers Association, and local labor unions of the laborers, operators, carpenters and 

millwrights. 

While our coalition has had several fruitful conversations with BrightNight Power, there remain 

several uncertainties surrounding local jobs, solar grazing, a fair community fund commitment, 

and environmental concerns. We have appreciated the time BrightNight Power dedicated in 

August of this year to speak with our coalition, and are looking forward to more discussions 

around how these community benefits can be assured. 

However, we urge the Kentucky State Siting Board on Electrical Generation and 

Transmission to condition their approval of Starfire Phase II with a provision that 

BrightNight Power negotiate a legally binding contract with the organizations of our 

coalition that details plans for solar grazing, local hiring, community fund payments, 

community oversight, and a system for dispute resolution over the course of the project's 

entirety. 

This ask is not made due to any ill will or mistrust of BrightNight Power, it is simply asked 

because our coalition believes in the principle of accountability. This region has been exploited 

by developers before, and although BrightNight Power shows no signs of doing the same, some 

assurance that a mutually defined good-faith plan for community benefits will be created is the 

kind of accountability our coalition is looking for. 

Preferably, proof of such a negotiated plan should submitted to the Public Service Commission 

8 months prior to construction, test the conditional approval be revoked 

The Siting Board has authority for conditioning its approval on community economic benefits. 

KRS 278.710(1)(c) identifies regional economic impacts as a key criteria. The Board has both 

conditioned approvals on such local impacts and revoked approvals that failed to meet 
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