
From: 

To: 

Subject: 

Date: 

PSC Public Comment 

"Jay McElwain" 

RE: Case #2024-00406 (Lost Qty Renewables - Muhlenberg County) 

Tuesday, April 1, 2025 9:43:00 AM 

Case No. 2024-00406 

Thank you for your comments on the application of Lost City Renewables LLC. Your 

comments in the above-referenced matter have been received and will be placed into 

the case file for the Commission's consideration. Please cite the case number in this 

matter, 2024-00406 in any further correspondence. The documents in this case are 

available at View Case Filings for: 2024-00406 (ky.gov), 

Thank you for your interest in this matter. 

From: Jay McElwain 

Sent: Friday, March 28, 2025 6:50 PM 

To: PSC Public Comment <PSC.Comment@ky.gov> 

Cc: Jay McElwain 

Subject: Case #2024-00406 (Lost City Renewables - Muhlenberg County) 

1---1� 

Greetings, 

I am a 5 2 -year-old college-educated, high school agriculture teacher and beef cattle 

producer that lives on my 400+ acre family farm in Penrod. I was raised on this property, 

and plan to live out my remaining days on the property. On March 27, 2025, I 

participated in the public hearing held at the Muhlenberg County Courthouse and was 

the first speaker called to the podium. At that time, I addressed our concern with 

setback requirements outlined in KRS 278.704 in regards to solar generating facilities 

and their proximity to residential areas as defined in KRS 278. 700 #6 ("Residential 

neighborhood" means a populated area of five (5) or more acres containing at least one 

(1) residential structure per acre). 

I outlined evidence regarding residences in the Penrod community along KY 949 that 

meet the definition of a "residential area". Granted, not all of these groupings of homes 



fall within the distance of 2000 ft from the proposed site.  Several of them do however,
and actually share property borders with the proposed site.  One of the access roads
into the proposed site (Free Lane) has several residences.  Also, along the KY 949
corridor between Free Lane and Bunch Lane (a distance of about 1/2 mile) there are 29
residential structures either sharing property boundaries, or adjacent to the property
where the proposed solar facility is planned to be constructed.
 
I wanted to submit my evidence for this.  Attached you will find screenshots from an
online mapping program with geofence diagrams outlining residences in the Penrod
community along the KY 949 corridor.  Each one of these show a residential density that
either meets the definition of 1 residence per acre, or is very close to meeting the
criteria.  My point is to show that the location of the proposed solar site is not "in the
middle of nowhere", but rather in the heart of a quaint, quiet community of residents that
have either lived their whole lives here, or have moved here for the quaint and quiet
country lifestyle.  The development and construction of a 1400+ acre solar installation
will have negative impacts upon the residents that live here.
 
Photos are attached and descriptions are below:
 
Item 1 - Shows 5 residences within a 4 acre area around the 200 block of KY 949
 
Item 2 - Shows 13 residences within an 11 acre area around the 450 block of KY 949
 
Item 3 - Shows 5 residences within a 5 acre area around the 750 block of KY 949
 
Item 4 - Shows 8 residences within a 7 acre area on Free Lane off of KY 949
 
Item 5 - Shows 7 residences within a 6 acre area across from Free Lane around the 1000
block of KY 949
 
Item 6 - Shows 7 residences within a 7 acre area around the 1150 block of KY 949
 
Item 7 - Shows 5 residences within a 4 acre area around the 1400 block of KY 949
 
Item 8 - Shows the entire area around Free Lane / KY 949 (Items 4, 5, and 6 combined)
directly around the proposed solar site that contains 22 residences within an area of 27
acres
 
I think anyone should be able to look at this evidence and say that this community of



Penrod IS a residential area.  As such, I believe it qualifies for the recommended
setbacks mentioned in KRS 278.704 #2 (" beginning with applications for site
compatibility certificates filed on or after January 1, 2015, the proposed structure or
facility to be actually used for solar or wind generation shall be required to be at least
one thousand (1,000) feet from the property boundary of any adjoining property owner
and two thousand (2,000) feet from any residential neighborhood,").  
 
Therefore, the residents of Penrod request that, if the project is allowed to continue, the
PSC adhere to the recommended setbacks as outlined in KRS and not grant any
deviations that reduce said setbacks.
 
We thank you for listening to our concerns regarding the Lost City Renewables solar
project planned for the Penrod / Dunmor community.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jay McElwain

Dunmor, KY
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 *Denotes Served by Email                                         Service List for Case 2024-00406

*James W Gardner
Sturgill, Turner, Barker & Moloney, PLLC
333 West Vine Street
Suite 1400
Lexington, KY  40507

*Honorable Harold Mac Johns
English, Lucas, Priest & Owsley, LLP
12 Public Square
P.O. Box 746
Elkton, KY  42220

*Rebecca C. Price
Sturgill, Turner, Barker & Moloney
155 East Main Street
Lexington, KY  40507

*Sean Joshi
Developer
Lost City Renewables Solar LLC
412 W. 15th Street
Floor 15
New York, NY  10011

*M. Todd Osterloh
Sturgill, Turner, Barker & Moloney, PLLC
333 West Vine Street
Suite 1400
Lexington, KY  40507




