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Around November of 2023, we (Michael and Skye Dick) were looking at a property on 

McDaniel Lane in Stanford, Lincoln county, Kentucky. Around this time, I (Skye Dick) 

contacted McKinney Water company via phone to inquire about the availability of water 

service to the property. I was assured by an employee over the phone that there was a 

water main on McDaniel Lane and that procuring service there would not be an issue. We 

later purchased the property, and closed in August of 2024. Michael contacted McKinney 

water company in early September about setting up the water service for the property. We 

had chosen a potential homesite on Tract B, on McDaniel Lane with the address of 147 

McDaniel Lane, Stanford, KY 40484. After speaking with McKinney Water District via phone, 

Michael went in a few days later to pay for the new service. On September 131\ Michael 

went in person and delivered a check to McKinney Water District for $2,040.85. This was 

the fee for a new 1" line and water meter to be placed at 147 McDaniel Lane. Shortly 

thereafter, Mr. Lonnie "Punkin" Brown came to the property and met with Michael to 

discuss placement of the new meter. Michael was told that the line on McDaniel was a 3" 

line at that time. Mr. Brown also stated that a previous prospective buyer of the property 

had intentions of developing it into a subdivision of some kind. Mr. Brown asked Michael if 

we intended the same. Michael told Mr. Brown that no, we want to build a home for 

ourselves, but later we would possibly be looking at building at least one or two more 

homes for family members in the future. Mr. Brown told Michael that he wanted to have 

McDaniel Lane extended to the end of the easement, and to have the water main brought 

all the way into the property at the very end of McDaniel Lane. Michael told him that we 

would be very open to that idea, because we may need a couple more meters in the future; 

but we would like to build our home now, so he showed Mr. Brown where we would like the 

meter placed, next to the drive on McDaniel Lane- right across the street from the meters 

currently in place for 120 and 200 McDaniel Lane (It should be noted that the main line 

actually runs up McDaniel Lane along 147 McDaniel Lane. It has lines added that cross 

under the road to the neighboring properties). Mr. Brown said that would not be an issue, 

and that he thought that we could get the line brought all the way into the existing private 

road (now recorded with Lincoln County as "Cowboy Way"). Mr. Brown returned a couple of 

times over the next two weeks or so, and brought with him the Chairman of the Board, a Mr. 

Matt Rankin, as well as a couple of other officials, to discuss the extension of the road and 

the existing main water line on McDaniel Lane. He also left Michael several small flags and 

asked him to place the flags along Cowboy Way where we thought water meters might be 

needed in the future, which he did. 

On September 23rd
, 2024, I (Skye Dick) called McKinney Water District and spoke 

with the receptionist, who had Mr. Brown call me back later that same day. When I spoke 

with Mr. Brown, I asked him when we should expect him to be placing the meter for 147 



McDaniel Lane. Mr. Bown told me that he had to meet with some more engineers and the 

judge about extending the road. He told me that this process could take a year and a half to 

two years. I told him okay, but we would like to have the meter for our home placed as soon 

as possible as we were building now. Mr. Brown told me that they couldn't bring it all the 

way in to Cowboy Way until the road was extended. I told him I understood, but since we 

were starting construction on our home now, we were fine with the meter being placed next 

to the driveway on McDaniel Lane, and we could add the other meters later, after the road 

was extended. Mr. Brown said that he would be out over the next couple of weeks to place 

the meter. My conversation with Mr. Brown was cordial and I had no reason to believe that I 

had upset him In any way. 

On September 26''\ 2024, Michael called me upset because someone from the 

water company was out on the border of Tract A, on Neals Creek, marking along the road. 

When Michael approached the worker, He said that he was marking for the new water 

service for 147 McDaniel Lane. Michael told the worker that he was in the wrong place, and 

that no water meter should be placed there. The worker called Mr. Brown from his personal 

cell phone and had Mr. Brown on speaker to speak with Michael. Michael told Mr. Brown 

that he was marking the wrong tract, and that this is not where we wanted the meter to be 

placed, as it is a long way from the building site, and not even on the same tract. Mr. Brown 

stated over the phone on speaker in front of witnesses, "Well, you need to get your woman 

in check," and "I can put the meter wherever I want to,". Michael told Mr. Brown, that no, we 

don't want the meter all the way down on Neals Creek, because it's nearly one thousand 

feet away from where it should be. Shortly after this encounter, the worker left. During this 

time, following Michael's call, I called McKinney Water District and spoke with the 

receptionist there. I told her that they were trying to place the meter on the wrong property, 

and that we did not want the meter placed along Neals Creek Rd. I verified with her that the 

address for service was 147 McDaniel Lane, and that the meter should be placed near the 

driveway across from the meters already in place for 120 and 200 McDaniel Lane, right 

along where the water main line is on McDaniel Lane. I also told her that we have no need 

for a meter almost a thousand feet away from the entrance to the property. She stated that 

she would get the information to the team that places the meters. A few days later, while 

we were absent from the property, the meter was placed along the road on Neats Creek. 

Michael called Mr. Brown again, and Mr. Brown reiterated "I can put it wherever I want". The 

meter is 820 ft away from where it should have been placed on McDaniel Lane. The 

placement on McDaniel Lane would be less than 50 ft away from the main line and less 

than 50 ft away from already existing meters. 

Following this, I (Skye Dick) called Mr. Rankin, and spoke to him. I told him of Mr. 

Brown's sexist comments and behavior after I asked him to place our (already paid in full) 



water meter before the extension of McDaniel Lane. I asked that the meter be moved to the 

already agreed upon location on McDaniel Lane. Mr. Rankin told me then that they thought 

that McDaniel Lane had a 3" water main on it, but that they had discovered that it may only 

be a 2" line. Mr. Rankin told me that their paperwork and maps all showed a 3" main. He 

also stated that a 2" main "isn't even allowed" (He also offered no evidence of this). He 

thought that may be why Mr. Brown wanted to put the service on Neals Creek, because he 

thought that a 2" line may not support a 1" service. I told him if that was the case, someone 

could have just told us that, and reducing the service to a¾" service was acceptable, if 

necessary, we would just ask that the difference be refunded. I also told Mr. Rankin that no 

one had told us anything about that, and that the only reasoning given to us was from Mr. 

Brown when he told Michael that he should get "his woman In check", and that he could 

put the meter "wherever he wants". At this time I asked Mr. Rankin to resolve the issue by 

placing the meter on McDaniel Lane as agreed, and that if the service needed to be 

reduced to¾" we were fine with that. He told me that he would get back with me after 

speaking with Mr. Brown. I never heard back from Mr. Rankin. 

I gave Mr. Rankin about a week to return my call, and when he did not, I reached out 

to the Public Service Commission, where I spoke with Rosemary. 

October 10th-12th
, Michael was in Tennessee and North Carolina with a few other 

firefighters for Hurricane relief and support. It just so happened that Mr. Rankin was at the 

same camp at the same time. Mr. Rankin approached Michael and told him that he should 

"talk to Punkin" because "Punkin found out that he couldn't put a meter there". Michael 

told Mr. Rankin that it seemed to be convenient that "Punkin only "found this out" after he 

was asked to go ahead and place the meter by his (Michael's) wife, and after a complaint 

was made. 

On October 23, 2024, I called the Public Service Commission back for a follow-up. I 

spoke with Rosemary again, who told me that the response to my complaint from 

McKinney Water District was that the line on McDaniel Lane "could not support multiple 

meters on the large parcel of property in question". We have at this point only requested 

(and paid for) a single water meter, to be placed at the drive within 50 ft of the water main, 

in accordance with 807 KAR 5:066 Section 11. Although, we were told on multiple 

occasions (November 2023, August 2024, September 2024) that water service was 

available, and that we could have multiple services in the future if needed. 

We made the decision to purchase this land based, in part, on the information 

provided by McKinney Water District that water service would be available to the property 

for a home and for livestock. Bringing a line underground from Neals Creek Road all the way 

up into the property will add a significant cost in the tens of thousands of dollars. There are 



currently three water meters closer to our driveway on McDaniel Lane than the one placed 

for us. The main water line literally runs on our side of the road, on McDaniel Lane, to at 

least where It splits off for 120 and 200 McDaniel Lane's water services, next to our 

driveway. This issue has caused significant stress, delays in construction, costs, and we 

are unable to even bring livestock to the property without a way to provide them with water. 
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