
Bobby Thorpe, Jr. 
PO Box 1015 

Jackson, KY 41339 
Phone

September 9, 2022 

Re: Case Number 2020-00398 

Kentucky Public Service Commission 
211 Sower Blvd. 
Frankfort, KY 40602-0615 

Dear whom it may concern, 
I would like to be considered for reappointment to the Breathitt County Water District. 
My background is as follows and a resume along with reference letters are attached. 
I have been a member of the Breathitt County Water District for 14 years serving under and 

being reappointed by three administrations. While serving my terms, I have been Chairman for 
10 years.  

During the terms I've served, the water board has obtained over 45 million dollars in funding 
for water projects, laid nearly 300 miles of water lines, constructed 19 water storage tanks, 16 
pump stations and made it possible for over 3300 homes to have access to county water service. 
Currently, the district has a 61% sign up rate or 2011 customers. When I became a board 
member, we had under a 48% sign up rate. As a board member, I along with other board 
members promoted the water service and provided education on why county water service was 
more feasible and safer that other water services in the area such as drilled wells. Currently, the 
district has approximately 300 miles of waterlines laid and has approximately 450 miles of 
county roads in the county road system.  

Projects completed in the district during my tenure include the following: 
1. Kentucky Hwy 205 Extension
2. KY 15 Watts
3. KY 1110 Phase 1
4. KY 1110 Phase 2
5. Canoe Phase 1
6. Canoe Phase 2
7. KY 30 West
8. KY 30 West Houston Road
9. KY 30 East
10. Roark Branch
11. Airport Road including the National Weather Service (NWS) and Airport. (The
NWS has been in Breathitt County over 30 years and provided several jobs and had no
water service except other than hauling it to a tank)
12. Turners Creek
13. Panbowl
14. South Fork Phase 1
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15. South Fork Phase 2 
16. South Fork Elk View (Tourism and campground) 
17. KY 476 
18. Duck Hollow 
19. Copeland 
20. River Caney 
21. KY 315 
22. KY 28 
23. Bethany Road 
24. Frozen Creek Phase 1 
25. Frozen Creek Phase 2 
26. Frozen Creek Phase 3 
27. Frozen Creek Phase 4 
28. Warshoal Branch 
29. Robinson Fork 
30. Rode Fork 
31. Old Bailey Hollow 
32. Currently approved for funding are as follows: War Creek, Creekside Road, 
Manns Road, Joe Ward Fork, KY Hwy. 30 East to the Magoffin/Breathitt County lines, 
Wolf Creek and rehab projects. These projects will allow 100 plus more households to 
have access to clean potable water. 
33. Currently awaiting funding: KY Hwy. 542, Stray Branch, Fire Trail, Keck Lane, 
Johnson Fork, Puncheon Creek Road, Highland Road, Snake Branch, Bryants Creek, 
Chester Bailey Road, Little Leatherwood Road, Cedar Rd. and Mill Creek Lawson Road.  

I have met with many officials and attended many meetings to obtain funding for water 
projects. Even though I am exempt from training under the KRS due to being a member since 
2008, I have still attended training to stay up to date on subjects dealing with various water 
districts across the state. I also met with the Mayor of the Village of Buckhorn last year and an 
agreement was worked out to provide their area with water in case of emergency outages. I have 
a great working relationship with state and federal officials. 

Since being on the board, all audits have had a great rating and our finances have always been 
in the black when it comes to monthly operating and maintenance balances. In fact, the district 
received a statewide award a few years ago at the Rural Water Conference.  

The current board has also put together a great staff over the years.  
As for attendance, I have attended ALL meetings since being on the board 12 years with the 

exception of three in which I was recuperating from surgery due to cancer and kidney stones and 
once with COVID.  

I would also ask to be reappointed to the board for another term. We currently have 
applications in for funding totaling over $6.5 million dollars with $4 million already approved 
and I will continue to work hard along with other board members to make those projects a 
reality.  

I realize that the PCS wants the district to have a depreciation fund and the board did have a 
rate study completed in 2021 and the PSC has asked for a new study to be done in which RCAP 
is working on at this time. Once the rate study is completed, the board will act accordingly.  

I also realize that the catastrophic flooding in our county damaged much of the infrastructure 
and during this time, I have seen other county water district staff members and even water board 



members in Breathitt County including myself out in the creeks tapping broken service lines, 
reconnecting lines and rebuilding lines. It makes me proud to see everyone working as a team to 
accomplish helping people.  
Thank you for your consideration.  

 
Bobby Thorpe, Jr. 
Chairman 
Breathitt County Water District Board  
 
















