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PUBLIC SERVICE
COMMISSION

August 24, 2021

Via Federal Express (overnight)

Ms. Linda Bridwell
Executive Director
Public Service Commission

211 Sower Boulevard
Frankfort, KY 40602

Dear Ms. Bridwell,

My name is Ryan Hager and I am writing regarding the Green River Project (the “Green
River Project”) that is being reviewed by the Kentucky State Siting Board.

I am a neighboring landowner, farmer and resident of part of the Green River Project. |
have requested a map regarding the Green River Project but have yet to receive one.

I was contacted approximately three (3) years ago by Rob Shulte with Orion Renewables.
He met with me personally and was interested in leasing 1,000 acres of my land that lie to
the northwest of the Rock Quarry on Highway 477 (this road leads to Webster, Kentucky
from Irvington, Kentucky) to install solar panels.

After much discussion and questions asked, he offered me $1,000,000 per year for a thirty
(30) year contract. [ told him that I was not interested. Could I have used $1,000,000 per
year? Absolutely! I could have possibly been debt free in a few short years. However,
after hearing about the Green River Project and after much research on my own, it didn’t
take long to reach the decision not to sign a contract with Orion Renewables.

After a year or so had passed, it was clear to me that several neighboring landowners
signed contracts on their farms to be part of the Green River Project. Mr. Roach, one of
the landowners from whom I am currently leasing for crops, recently called to let me know
he had signed a contract. After much discussion, Mr. Roach informed me that he knew
nothing about the Green River Project other than the per acre payment that they have
offered him.

Also, I recently learned that Nextera has purchased the Green River Project contracts from
Orion Renewables and were laying out a new project to connect to the Guston sub station
on Highway 79. I am also an adjoining property owner of the Meade Project that
Community Energy is installing. I am losing 250 acres of rented farm land to the Meade
Project as well. [ am not happy about that project either but it does not affect my
livelihood as much as the Green River Project in the Irvington-Webster area.
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I am a fifth generation farmer and currently farm land in Meade, Breckinridge and
Hardin counties. What really concerns me about the Green River Project is their
intention to put 1,750 acres of solar panels in the most karst area in three counties,
possibly the most karst area in the State of Kentucky.

In years past, the farm land in the Webster, Kentucky valley was not suitable to row crop
because of the many sinkholes which made the land highly erodible. In the late 1980’s,
no-till practices were adopted by farmers which made the fertile land more suited for row
crops. The no-till practices keep the top soil in place instead of allowing it to enter the
sinkholes and disappear forever. All of the sinkholes in this area drain the water from each
of the basins in the fields. Eventually, the drained water enters the Webster Cave
Complex (see attachment) that is an underground river that handles thousands of acres of
watershed before it empties into Sinking Creek. This cave complex is over ten (10) miles
long (of what has been mapped so far), and [ have been informed that the main trunk is
larger than Mammoth Cave (see attachment). This cave system lies beneath part of the
proposed Green River Project that is situated to the east of Highway 333 and leads to
Webster, Kentucky from Highway 60. When | asked Mr. Shulte with Orion Renewables
how they plan to keep run off and debris from a natural disaster out of the sinkholes, he
became silent and offered no answer.

If any hazardous material or debris enters the sinkholes after a natural disaster with
torrential rain fall, there would be no possible way to properly clean up the
contamination and this would be detrimental to our water supply.

From 2010 to 2016, I farmed the land that lies along Highway 333 as well as the farm on
Old Norton Lane. I can attest that those farms have several sinkholes per acre. Some are
15-20 feet deep (large enough to swallow a tractor) and others may be only a few feet
deep. Several of the sinkholes are direct entrances to the cave system. The sinkholes in
this particular area are not predictable. Sometimes the sinkholes look the same from year-
to-year or they may transform from a hole the size of a five gallon bucket to a hole large
enough to swallow a car. Each and every year, I experience new sinkholes that form where
there were no previous indications of holes. Another concern I have is the shallow
limestone in this area. A great deal of limestone is exposed to the surface across the land
in this area. These are not small rocks; some are actually bed rock. When I spoke to the
project manager of Community Energy, he informed me that on past projects, the steel I-
beams are engineered to be driven 7-8 feet into the ground to account for wind load. I can
guarantee that 7-8 feet deep in these fields will not be possible on probably over 50% of
the beams that need to be driven to that depth. So, if that is the case, what will they do? It
gives me great concern that if no one is monitoring these, that when they hit rock at four
feet, the beam will be cut off and they will just move on to the next. They MUST be held
accountable for proper installation. Most of these companies do not plan on owning these
solar power generating plants once they make them operational. 1believe that is because
they do not want the responsibility for when something goes wrong and it just a matter of
time before it does.
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There are several other reasons why this is not a good project for our Kentucky counties
and communities for environmental nor economic reasons but I assume (and hope) that the
board is aware of those as well.

My purpose of this letter is to raise awareness of how karst this particular area really is. |
cannot foresee how this project would be environmentally-friendly or a responsible spot
for a solar power plant. I hope all members of the board will take some of this into
consideration when reviewing this project. If our water supply becomes contaminated,
generating solar electricity will be the least of our worries.

In summary, 1) this is disproportionately fertile soil that yiclds greater crop output—the
PSC should take into account the broader economic good of the Commonwealth and seek
to locate these projects in places where the losses to agricultural output would not be as
great; and 2) the porous nature of the soils and limestone beneath them, which drain into
the enormous Sinking Creek watershed do not seem to have been taken into account as this
project has been proposed — either from a structural standpoint or from a hazardous waste
standpoint.

At your convenience, I would be more than happy to answer any questions you may have
or even personally show you some of the sinkholes on my private adjoining farms to
further illustrate this concern.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Ryan Hager

Enclosures
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< Inset 1: Parks Avenue, Northbore, Mulu, and Holmes Hall
Webster Cave Selected Profiles
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Entrance Quadrant
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Park’s Valley Cave Quadrant

Webster Cave
Breckinridge County, Kentucky
Approx. Length shown: 578 fi. Depth: 11 1.
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Office: 270-756-5154
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Property Valuation Administration

Print Date: 8/20/2021
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