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WOODSMALL LAW OFFICE
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Street Address:
1025 Warson Woods Drive, St. Louis, Missouri 63122

Telephone: (573) 797-0005

October 30,2024

L. Russell Mitten
General Counsel
CSWR, LLC.
1630 Des Peres Road, Suite 140
St. Louis, MO 63131

Dear Mr. Mitten:

Per our conversation today, this will confirm that I have agreed to represent CSWR with regard 
to day to day legal and regulatory needs of CSWR. I am pleased to undertake this engagement 
on your behalf. At this time, I wish to set forth our agreement regarding payment of fees and 
other matters.

My goal is to provide you with conscientious, competent, and diligent legal services. However, I 
cannot achieve this goal without your cooperation. I cannot properly represent you without your 
full assistance in famishing accurate and complete information as and when requested. My 
obligation to continue providing services is subject to:

• Your full and prompt cooperation in accurately and completely producing or 
disclosing any information I may reasonably request in this engagement.

• Your fall and prompt assistance in responding to discovery demands by opposing 
parties.

• Your full and prompt payment of all sums due under this agreement for services 
rendered or expenses incurred or advanced.

Failure to comply with the conditions listed above constitute grounds for me to terminate this 
agreement.

Confidential information refers to any data or information relating to CSWR which would 
reasonably be considered to be private or proprietary to CSWR and that is not generally known 
and where the release of the confidential information could reasonably be expected to cause 
harm to CSWR. I agree that I will not disclose, divulge, reveal, report or use, for any purpose, 
any confidential information which I have obtained, except as authorized by CSWR or as 
required by law. The obligation of confidentiality will apply during the term of this agreement 
and will survive indefinitely following termination of this agreement. All written and oral 
information and material disclosed or provided by CSWR to me under this agreement is 
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confidential information regardless of whether it was provided before or after the date of this 
agreement of how it was provided to me.

The term of this agreement will begin on the date of this agreement and will remain in full force 
and effect indefinitely until terminated as provided herein. This agreement may be terminated at 
any time by either party. In the event that you terminate my services, I may bill and be paid for 
all fees and costs incurred to termination. Unless I specifically agree to do so in writing, I will 
not be obligated to perform any further services on your behalf after receipt of your notice of 
termination.

I expect to bill you monthly for my time and disbursements. My hourly cost is $630.00. 
Disbursements will be at my cost and typically include delivery charges, express charges, filing 
fees (if needed), and any out-of-town travel expenses. Payment will be due thirty (30) days after 
receipt of the statement.

In consideration of your Company’s reputation, I do not require a retainer at this time. Should, 
however, a payment record not be developed as in accord with our mutual expectations, I would 
need to discuss a retainer with you. Were a retainer required, the retainer would remain in my 
client trust account for the duration of my representation, my statements would be charged 
against that amount, and the retainer replenished as needed, periodically. Any remaining balance 
will be returned to you immediately upon conclusion or termination of my representation. I 
would reserve the right to use any part of this retainer to satisfy a delinquent payment, and to 
discontinue representation if the retainer were not replenished.

Unless I receive instructions from you to the contrary, I may use unencrypted email to 
communicate with you and others about your case.

In providing the services under this agreement, it is expressly agreed that I am acting as an 
independent contractor and not as an employee. We both agree that this agreement does not 
create a partnership or joint venture between us and is exclusively a contract for service. CSWR 
is not required to pay, or make any contributions to, any social security, local, state or federal 
tax, unemployment compensation, workers’ compensation, insurance premium, profit-sharing, 
pension or other employee benefit. I am solely responsible for paying, and complying with 
reporting requirements for all local, state and federal taxes related to payments made to me under 
this agreement.

All notices, requests, demands or other communications required or permitted by the terms of 
this agreement will be given in writing and delivered by email to you at rmitten@cswrgroup.com 
or to me at david.woodsmall@woodsmalllaw.com .

I will send you copies of pleadings, documents, correspondence, and other information 
throughout this engagement. When I have completed this engagement, I will close my file and 
return any original documents to you. It is my practice to store my files in a digital format and 
destroy any paper files provided by CSWSR. I will store the digital file for approximately five 
years from the date the information was created unless there is a legal requirement to maintain it 
longer. I will then destroy the file.
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We both acknowledge that this agreement is non-exclusive and that either party will be free, 
during and after the term of this agreement, to engage or contract with third parties for the 
provision of services similar to the services provided under this agreement.

By your signature to this retention agreement, you represent that you are authorized to act on 
behalf of CSWR and to bind that entity to the terms of this agreement. Further, while I am 
authorized to work with other employees at CSWR, my direction for legal matters will come 
solely from you or other authorized members of the CSWR leadership team.

If you have any questions, you can reach me at david.woodsmall@woodsmalllaw.com or 573- 
797-0005. Thank you very much for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

WOODSMALL LAWWOODSMALL LAW OFFICE

David Woodsmall

ACCEPTED AND AGREED TO:

CSWR, LLC

By: 
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