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TAB 6 – PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 

Requirement: KRS 278.706(2)(f) A complete report of the applicant's public involvement 
program activities undertaken prior to the filing of the application, including: 

1. The scheduling and conducting of a public meeting in the county or counties in 
which the proposed facility will be constructed at least ninety (90) days prior to the 
filing of an application, for the purpose of informing the public of the project being 
considered and receiving comment on it; 

2. Evidence that notice of the time, subject, and location of the meeting was 
published in the newspaper of general circulation in the county, and that individual 
notice was mailed to all owners of property adjoining the proposed project at least 
two (2) weeks prior to the meeting; and 

3. Any use of media coverage, direct mailing, fliers, newsletters, additional public 
meetings, establishment of a community advisory group, and any other efforts to 
obtain local involvement in the siting process. 

The Applicant’s public involvement efforts began in late 2022 and have included an in-

person public information meeting, individual meetings and conversations with local landowners, 

multiple meetings with local officials, and the creation of an official Project website. 

The official Project website was established in 2025 and includes a general summary of 

the Project, a preliminary map of the Project Area, information on the date and location of the 

public information meeting, and a contact form to facilitate communication with a Crab Run Solar 

representative. The official project website is: https://www.crabrunsolarproject.com/. Screen 

shots of the public website and its contents are included as Attachment D. 

The Applicant held meetings with local officials to establish an open line of 

communication regarding the Project. Table 1 below details the meetings that Crab Run Solar 

representatives have held with local and county government officials and other local 

stakeholders. 
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Table 1: Meetings with Public Officials 

DATE PARTICIPANTS 

08/23/2022 
Judge Executive David Daugherty, Magistrate Jackie Fogle, 
and landowner. 

2023 & 2024 
Visited Judge Executive David Daugherty’s office to 
acknowledge continued pursuit of the Project.  

07/23/2025 
Spoke with Judge Executive David Daugherty by phone 
regarding Project setback requirements. 

08/29/2025 
Spoke with Judge Executive David Daugherty by phone 
regarding the public information meeting. 

08/29/2025 Spoke with Magistrate Jackie Fogle regarding the Project.  

On July 29, 2025, a notice letter regarding the public information meeting was sent to all 

landowners whose property borders or is within one-quarter mile of the Project Area. A sample 

letter, along with a list of all names and addresses to which they were sent, is included in this Tab 

as Attachment E. 

Additionally, public notice of the public information meeting was published in The 

Lebanon Enterprise on August 6, 2025. The Lebanon Enterprise is a weekly newspaper of general 

circulation in Marion County. The affidavit from The Lebanon Enterprise as proof of the 

publication is also included in Attachment E. 

The public information meeting was held on August 20, 2025, at the Jesters Winery in 

Lebanon, Kentucky. Crab Run Solar representatives were available to answer questions at the 

meeting, which was attended by local landowners and a reporter with The Lebanon Enterprise. 

On December 1, 2025, a notice letter regarding the filing of this Application was sent to 

the landowners whose land is leased for the Project Area and all landowners whose property 
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borders or is within one-quarter mile of the Project Area. A sample of this letter, along with a list 

of all names and addresses to which it was sent, is included in Tab 3 as Attachment B. 

Additionally, public notice regarding the filing of this Application was published in The Lebanon 

Enterprise on December 10, 2025. The affidavit from The Lebanon Enterprise as proof of the 

publication is also included at Attachment B. 

Attachments: 

 Attachment D: Website screenshots (17 pages) 

 Attachment E: August 2025 public information meeting letter, mailing list, newspaper 
notice, meeting handouts, poster materials, and sign in sheets (26 pages) 
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Attachment D 
Website Screenshots 



BRight
days
ahead.
A brighter future starts here,
Marion County!

ABOUT Crab Run
Solar Project

Introducing the Crab Run Solar Project – Powering Progress in
Marion County

Crab Run Solar Project, LLC is excited to present a proposed
45 MW solar energy facility in Marion County, Kentucky. This
initiative is designed to bring lasting value to the local
community through clean, reliable, and affordable energy.

More than just a renewable energy project, Crab Run Solar
Project represents a strategic opportunity for economic
growth across Marion County. It will generate substantial new
revenue for local tax jurisdictions—supporting essential
public services and infrastructure.

In addition to its economic impact, the project will deliver
environmental and energy resilience benefits. By producing
low-cost, renewable electricity and enhancing grid reliability,
Crab Run Solar Project will help reduce outages and support a

more sustainable energy future for the region.

Project Map Solar FAQ
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We use cookies on our website to see how you interact with it. By accepting, you agree to our use of such cookies. Privacy Policy Settings Accept

https://www.crabrunsolarproject.com/_files/ugd/f1832c_635feba70d3b4a1b9f6609f6d7f60994.pdf
https://www.crabrunsolarproject.com/_files/ugd/f1832c_a5efc7d1a3ae4be4b87a77c60f90b0d8.pdf
https://savionenergy.com/privacy-policy/


Project Facts

LOCATION

Crab Run Solar Project is
located in Lebanon, Kentucky,

within the boundaries of
Marion County.

size & acres

The project is expected to utilize
approximately 400 acres and
generate up to 45 megawatts

(MW) of clean electricity during its
expected 35-year operational life.

transmission

Crab Run will interconnect to
an EKPC 69 kV transmission
line within the project site.

WHY Crab Run
Solar Project

A long-term investment in Marion County’s economy,
environment, and energy future.

Crab Run Solar Project offers Marion County a forward-
looking opportunity to harvest clean, renewable energy—

turning sunlight into a stable, long-term economic asset for
local landowners and the broader community. This 45 MW

facility will generate meaningful tax revenue to support
schools and essential public services, while also creating jobs

and boosting local businesses during construction.

Designed to be safe and compatible with agricultural and
rural residential areas, the project operates quietly, without

odor, emissions, or increased traffic. It also coexists
harmoniously with wildlife and the surrounding environment.

 
Beyond local benefits, Crab Run Solar Project contributes to a

more resilient and sustainable energy future. By delivering
low-cost, earth-friendly power and helping diversify the

electricity grid, it supports long-term energy stability and
reduces carbon emissions.

Project news & events

Public Information Meeting

Wednesday, August 20 from 5-7 p.m.
Jester's Winery and Cafe
25 Arthur Mattingly Road
Lebanon KY 40033
Click here to view maps shared at the meeting.

https://www.crabrunsolarproject.com/_files/ugd/f1832c_1b221c212ad849a1a5128c9821c76af9.pdf


meet the team

Jeannine Johnson
Senior Development Manager

Christina Martens
Permitting & Environmental
Director

contact us

info@CrabRunSolarProject.com

 

Menu

About the Project
Project Facts
Benefits of Solar
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Contact
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https://www.crabrunsolarproject.com/
https://www.crabrunsolarproject.com/


Up to 45 MW Solar

4,800

2029
Project Studies:

• Phase I Environmental Site Assessment

• Traffic Impact Assessment

• Decommissioning Plan

• Endangered Resources Review

• Wetland Delineation

• Geotechnical Review

• Cultural Resource Surveys

• Hydrology and Hydraulics Study

• Acoustic Study

• Erosion Control Plan

• Visual Impact Assessment

• Glare/Glint Analysis

PROJECT STATISTICS

Earliest commercial operation

Estimated KY homes powered

100+
Estimated new jobs
during construction

~375
Project area acres

35+
Estimated years of operation

STUDIES, SURVEYS, ANALYSES

CRS-PO1964-08122025
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The project area consists of approximately 375 acres located 
in Lebanon, Kentucky. The project footprint contains 
approximately 275 acres that will host project infrastructure. 
The project footprint is naturally screened from many 
adjoining properties and nearby roadways, sited to minimize 
impacts to environmental resources, and facilities will be set 
back a minimum of 300 from nearby residences.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ON GROUND-MOUNTED

SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC SYSTEMS



Ag Land Use

Do solar power facilities in rural areas take farmland out of agricultural commission permanently?

The use of ag land for a solar energy facility is only temporary, and the land can be restored to its original 
condition after the solar farm is decommissioned. Compared to other forms of development where farmland 
is paved over (for shopping centers, amusement parks, manufacturing facilities, suburban housing tracts, 
and highways), solar projects prevent more impactful development from occurring, preserving the land for 
agricultural use in perpetuity.

The total amount of agricultural land being used for solar energy is minuscule compared to the conversion
of agricultural land permanently to residential housing and commercial development.

In arrangements where a landowner has agreed to lease property to a solar project, the ongoing annual
lease payments will continue to go to the landowner, who will retain ownership of the land both during and
after the lease. At the end of the lease and when the project is responsibly decommissioned, the landowner 
could resume farming the land. In other development conversions, the farmer sells the land to another party 
- usually a housing developer or commercial real estate broker.

Solar farms present landowners with an opportunity for a higher value use on their land. This also allows 
the landowner to diversify their income away from agricultural products alone, better weather economic 
downturns, and to keep the land in the family.

Farmland has gotten more productive over the years with better farming equipment and techniques, 
resulting in higher yields on the same amount of land. This is also due to improvements in seed varieties,
fertilizers, pesticides, machinery, reduced tillage, irrigation, crop rotations, and pest management systems.1

How can solar power facilities enhance rural ecosystems?

There are many important components to preserving and enhancing a healthy environment for farming,
and a solar facility may support a rural community over generations through: Improved Soil Health - a 
solar facility can passively enhance the soil through the establishment of regionally appropriate perennial 
vegetation underneath and around the solar panels. Reduced Nutrient Runoff - vegetation at solar sites 
does not typically require routine applications like fertilizer, and perennial grasses further stabilize soil, 
which decreases runoff by intercepting sediment. Enhanced Stormwater Management – once operational, 
a typical solar project will maintain permanent vegetation on site, and the spacing between the panels and 
rows enables water to flow underneath and between the panels. Soil Formation and Retention – during 
construction, compaction may occur at select parts of a solar project site. Therefore, developers may aerate 
or till the soil or plant deep-rooted vegetation to mitigate these impacts - consistent with federal and state 
construction permits. After construction, tillage of the soil does not occur. Reduced Pesticide Use – solar 
development does not require insecticides and herbicides may only be used during the site preparation but 
is applied more targeted once the project is operational. Reduced Water Use – solar sites typically require 
little water during construction and operations, and rainfall is generally sufficient to settle dust and clean 
panels. Preserving Future Farm Opportunities – land leases for solar can help families preserve their farm 
for the next generation through stable income to support farm operations and relieved pressure of selling to 
permanent land use development like residential or commercial real estate. 2



Ambient Temperature

Cost of Power

End-of-Life 
Decommissioning / Recycling

Does the presence of ground-mounted solar arrays cause higher ambient temperatures in the
surrounding neighborhood (i.e., the “heat island” effect)?

Will a solar project in my community lower my utility bills?

How are solar panels managed after they are no longer in use? Can they be recycled, and do hazardous 
waste disposal requirements apply?

There is no evidence of higher ambient temperatures in neighborhoods surrounding a solar project.
Peer-reviewed studies indicate that there is a very limited temperature increase (up to 5 degrees F within
approximately five meters above the solar array and up to 1 degree F within approximately 300 meters of
the solar array), but this minimal increase does not extend to surrounding neighbors.4

A benefit of solar power is that it provides a long-term hedge against increasing prices. Solar power does not 
consume any fuel and allows utilities to purchase energy at stable long-term rates, which may help reduce 
future electricity price increases. Customers will save money in the long term, and once built, this solar 
project will be an important contributor to the county’s tax base. This will provide more money for schools 
and essential government services.

The average life of solar PV panels can be 20-30 years or longer after initial installation. At the time of
decommissioning, panels may be reused, recycled, or disposed of. There are a few different types of solar
panels used in ground-mounted PV Systems. Solar module manufacturers typically provide a list of materials 
used in their product, which may be used to determine the proper disposal requirements at the time of 
decommissioning.5

Why build solar projects on farmland?

Most farmland is flat, cleared, is typically located in proximity to transmission lines and substations, and 
offers stable, consistent, long-term revenue for landowners willing to lease some or all of their property 
for solar development. The parcels leased are often parts of farmland that have degraded overtime from 
intensive agricultural practices.

Siting solar on these lands allows soil to “rest” while providing payments to landowners. And, by leasing
portions of their land to solar developers, many farmers have the financial stability to continue farming their 
unleased parcels, and upon project decommission, the land can be returned to its previous use.

Further, with the introduction of agrivoltaics, the co-location of solar PV and agriculture can provide 
agricultural enterprises with diversified revenue sources and ecological benefits while reducing land use 
competition and siting restrictions.3



Health / Materials / Water Issues

Can chemicals that might be contained in solar PV threaten public drinking water systems and/or
wetland resources?

All solar panels are contained in a solid matrix, are insoluble, and are enclosed. Therefore, releases are not 
a concern. Rules are in place to ensure that ground-mounted solar arrays are installed in a way that protects 
public water supplies, wetlands, and other water resource areas.5

What happens during the decommissioning phase?

Upon completion of the economic life of a project, or potentially permit expiration, if the project owner
determines not to apply for a new permit, the decision to decommission the facility can be made.
Decommissioning refers to removal of equipment (panels, racking, wires, and inverters and transformers) 
as well as other operational structures (foundations and fencing) and restoration of the site. Depending on 
specific project decommission agreements, during this process, the site may be revegetated to help with 
erosion and dust control, and access roads may be removed. Unlike some other forms of development, a
decommissioned solar site can be repurposed for other uses, such as agriculture production.6

Efficiency

Where does the power go?

Think of solar energy just like the other crops that are currently harvested in your community, perhaps 
corn, wheat, or dairy. While some of those resources stay local, many are shipped outside your community
but provide valuable income and jobs locally. Solar energy is no different. While it is impossible to know
where exactly the electrons flow once they enter the electrical grid, the benefits of producing that energy,
such as tax revenues, stay local.

How will the project produce energy throughout the winter or on cloudy days?

Will my neighbors and I be eligible for service from this solar project?

The project will be able to produce energy throughout the entire year, even in the winter or on cloudy days. 
While the output will be maximized on clear days, solar radiation will still hit the solar panels as sunshine 
beams through the clouds.

Modern panels also feature technology that uses bifacial modules on the front and rear sides of the panels 
so they can absorb radiation to generate electricity. The modules’ rear side absorbs sunshine radiation 
reflected from the ground. When there is snow on the ground, the additional sunshine reflecting off the snow 
amplifies the sunshine radiation absorbed from the ground.

The electricity generated by a utility-scale solar project will be injected into the high-voltage electric grid and 
wholesale electric market at the local substation. From there, it will follow the grid to areas of demand. It will 
not be available for direct purchase by retail electricity customers.



Are there health risks from the electric and magnetic fields (EMF) from solar panels?

Can solar panels be damaged by hail and strong winds?

Will a solar farm create stormwater runoff and water drainage issues?

What is inside a solar panel?

Solar energy produces no emissions, waste, odor, or byproducts. Silicon solar cells were produced 
commercially in the 1950s, and the first solar power plant was built over 35 years ago in southern California. 
PV arrays generate EMF in the same extremely low frequency (ELF) range as electrical appliances and wiring 
found in most homes and buildings.

The extremely low-frequency EMF from PV arrays is the same as the EMF people are exposed to from
household electrical appliances, wiring in buildings, and power transmission lines (all at the power frequency 
of 60 hertz). In comparison, EMF produced by cell phones, radios, and microwaves is at much higher 
frequencies (30,000 hertz and above).5

A person outside of the fenced perimeter of a solar facility is not exposed to significant EMF from the 
solar facility. In 2005, a task group of scientific experts convened by the World Health Organization 
(WHO) concluded that there were no substantive health issues related to electric fields at levels generally 
encountered by members of the public.7

Solar panels are designed to withstand extreme weather, including hail and thunderstorms. However, just 
like your car windshield can get damaged, the same can happen to solar panels (though rare). If a solar panel 
were to become damaged from severe weather or any other reason, it would likely be the glass that has 
become damaged, and there would be no risk of exposure to the contents. The Savion team has plenty of 
experience developing solar projects in high-wind zones. Our projects have shown to be virtually undamaged 
by direct hits from CAT 3 storms in the past. But, even if something were to hit the area and damage the solar 
panels, the solar project would be well-insured, with plans to make repairs.

In many situations, during the development phase of a solar project, drainage studies and calculations may 
be conducted by third-party experts. It is typical to find that a solar project area’s post-construction condition 
will create less stormwater runoff than the current pre-construction condition of cultivated land.

Ecological benefits are expected to accrue over time from the temporary but long-term conversion of 
agricultural land to native plant communities. Native plant species tend to have deeper and more complex
root systems, which allow for improved water absorption and retention than in soil on agricultural land. As
a result, erosion and stormwater runoff will be reduced.

Solar panels consist of glass, aluminum, copper, and semiconductor materials. Solar cells are made of either 
connected silicon atoms or thin layers of photovoltaic material that have been placed onto glass or metal 
and are responsible for converting energy from sunlight into electricity. The thin layer of solar cells is sealed 
on both sides and covered with glass and an aluminum frame. The primary solar cell technologies used are 
Crystalline silicon (c-Si) and thin film Cadmium telluride (CdTe). While several different solar cell technologies 
exist, over 90% of the U.S. solar market uses Crystalline silicon (c-Si) cells.8



Are the materials inside a solar panel safe?

Yes. Modern commercial solar panels do not contain sufficient hazardous material to pose a danger to the 
environment and human health. The primary component in crystalline silicon solar cells is silicon, the second-
most common element on earth.8

Solar Panel Design / Visual Impacts

How high are the panels off the ground? How tall do the panels stand?

How important are reflectivity and potential visual impacts from solar projects, especially near airports?

How does the traffic associated with large solar projects impact nearby residential and agricultural properties?

Why was this area selected for a solar project?

Solar panels sit approximately 4’ off the ground, depending on site conditions. Considering a common solar 
panel size is 36’ x 66’, the approximate total height of the panels at the highest point is typically 7-8’ but does 
not exceed a height of 10’.

Solar panels are designed to absorb and convert solar energy into electricity. They reflect only about 2 
percent of incoming light, so issues with glare from PV panels are rare. Solar module glass has less reflectivity 
than water or window glass and reflected light from solar panels will have a significantly lower intensity than 
the glare from direct sunlight. Many projects throughout the U.S. and the world have been installed near 
airports with no impact on flight operations. There have been no U.S. aircraft accident cases in which glare 
caused by a solar energy facility was cited as a factor. Proper siting procedures can ensure panels are placed 
to minimize any potential glare to surrounding areas.5

During construction, there will be increased traffic associated with construction activities. However, after the 
construction phase is complete, operating solar projects do not attract high volumes of additional traffic.

The project area is suitable for utility-scale solar facility development due to its proximity to available transmission 
capacity and significant energy demand within the electrical grid. The project also provides significant local 
economic benefits and is a form of development that will maintain the rural character of  the area.

Property Values

How do ground-mounted solar PV arrays adjacent to residential neighborhoods influence the property
values in those neighborhoods?

A 2014 study completed in Chatham County, North Carolina, concluded that the nearby presence of solar 
facilities had no impact on the value of homes, agricultural land, or vacant residential land. When possible 
and feasible, project developers may work with project stakeholders to include screening vegetation along 
the site borders to minimize visual impacts on surrounding neighborhoods.
A review of nationwide literature shows little evidence that solar arrays influence nearby property values.
Once operational, solar projects are quiet facilities that generate little traffic (post-construction), create
minimal sound, and produce no emissions.5



Public Safety

What action is taken to protect the public from areas where solar arrays are installed?

What happens during project construction?

Large-scale ground-mounted arrays are enclosed by fencing. This prevents children and the general public 
from coming into contact with the installations, thus preventing unsafe conditions. The National Electric Code 
requires that conductors, a part of solar PV arrays, are installed so they are not readily accessible. In addition, 
warning signs and occasional alarm systems are installed to deter unauthorized individuals from entering the 
solar array area.5

Construction of a solar facility can take up to one year or more in total for large utility-scale projects. 
The basic types of activities that will take place include site preparation, construction, revegetation, and 
operations. Once solar projects are built, there is little traffic in and out of the site. 10

Sound

Is there sound associated with the solar project?

Solar projects have little to no sound audible outside of the fence line of the project. Inverters and 
transformers make a humming sound during the day when the facility is generating electricity. Any sound will 
be inaudible at the fence line. Sound impacts can be mitigated through the use of proper siting procedures. 
Transportation and maintenance equipment, like cars, trucks, lawnmowers, and string trimmers, are common 
sources of sound on solar projects that most people are accustomed to hearing elsewhere. Construction of a 
solar project is typically between 10-12 months.

How much sound do solar projects make?

Solar panels do not emit sound when they convert sunlight into electricity. Rather, sources of sound at solar 
facilities are associated with converting solar panels electrical output from DC to AC and adjusting the voltage 
such that it can be transmitted to the electrical grid. This is done via inverters and transformers, which may 
have fans and cooling systems to ensure proper function when operating at full load during the heat of 
the day. Sound emitted from inverters can be calculated using software during project design and can be 
minimized with proper planning and siting.10
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Crab Run Solar Project, LLC is proposing a 45 MW solar 
energy facility in Marion County, bringing many positive 
impacts to the local economy and community.

A solar project provides a healthy, productive economic 
development opportunity for local land to harvest a 
stable cash crop – the sun.

We are excited to be working in partnership with the 
Marion County community on an opportunity to host a 
clean, environmentally compatible, renewable energy 
generation facility.       

Harnessing the Power of the Sun 
in Marion County

www.crabrunsolarproject.com



CRS-PU1923-07022025

The Benefits of Going Solar in Marion County:
• Impacts to the local economy through increased 		
   revenues to local governments and other services

• Boosts local business; creates new jobs during                 	
   construction

• Requires minimal water consumption during       		
   construction and operations 	

• Will not increase local traffic during operations or 		
   create a burden on municipal services (i.e. sewer, 		
   water, emergency services, etc.)

• Clean, renewable energy has a beneficial impact on 		
   the environment					   

• Provides an abundant, earth-friendly, sustainable power 	
   resource to help stabilize electricity costs

• Offsets carbon emissions from fossil fuel power plants, 	
   and contributes to the diversification of the nation’s 		
   electricity grid

• Quiet renewable energy generator without emissions

For more information, please contact Jeannine Johnson, Senior Development Manager        info@crabrunsolarproject.com
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