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COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 
 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

IN THE MATTER OF: 

ELECTRONIC APPLICATION OF DUKE ENERGY ) 
KENTUCKY, INC. FOR A DECLARATORY ORDER ) CASE NO. 2025-00142 
REGARDING RECOVERY OF COSTS TO ) 
TO CONVERT CUSTOMERS TO ALTERNATE ) 
SOURCE OF FUEL ) 

 
TOM MASON’S FIRST REQUEST FOR 

INFORMAITON 
 

Comes now, Tom Mason (“Mason”), by and through counsel, and submits his First Request 

for Information to Duke Energy Kentucky, Inc., (“Duke”) to be answered by March 23, 2026, 

pursuant to Order of the Kentucky Public Service Commission (“Commission”) dated March 10, 

2026:  

DEFINITIONS AND INSTRUTIONS  
1. “You,” “your,” “yourself,” and “Duke”  refer to Duke Energy Kentucky, Inc., and its 

subsidiaries and affiliates, and where applicable, each of their directors, officers, employees, agents, 

representatives, contractors, attorneys, and agents. 

2. “Mason” refers to Tom Mason.  

3. “KO” refers to KO Transmission, a Duke Energy Corporation subsidiary and its 

affiliates, directors, officers, employees, representatives, contractors, attorneys, and agents.  

4. “TC” refers to TC Energy and its affiliates, directors, officers, employees, 

representatives, contractors, attorneys, and agents.  

5. The “Pipeline” refers to the KO Transmission Pipeline described on Page 1 of the 

Application.  

6. “Application” shall refer to the Application of Duke Energy Kentucky, Inc. for a 

Declaratory Order Regarding Recovery of Costs to Convert Customers to Alternate Source of Fuel 
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filed in the above referenced case on June 3, 2025.  

7.  “Document” shall be construed in its broadest sense, and shall encompass all tangible 

items of any nature, both originals and copies, all attachments and appendices thereto, and all drafts 

thereof, including but not limited to: notes; memoranda; calendars; graphics and writings of any 

kind, regardless of how generated or produced; agreements; contracts; communications; 

correspondence; letters; electronic messages such as emails, text messages, SMS messages, and all 

other communication conveyed electronically by phone, email or other electronic device;  telegrams; 

telefaxes; facsimiles; reports; records; policies; procedures; summaries or other records of personal 

conversations; diaries and/or diary entries; financial statements; worksheets; tables; accounts; W-2 

forms; tape or disc records; voice records; video records; film; photographs; and programs and data 

compilations from which information can be obtained or transcribed into usable form. To the extent 

any emails are produced, the same should include any attachments. 

For purposes of the production of “documents,” the term shall include copies of all 

documents being produced, to the extent the copies are not identical to the original, thus requiring 

the production of copies that contain any markings, additions or deletions that make them different 

in any way from the original. 

“Documents” also includes those within your possession, custody, or control, or the 

possession, custody, or control of any of your agents, heirs, assigns, and/or representatives, 

regardless of where located, as well as those “documents” you know exist, but are not now in your 

possession, custody, or control. In the event that a document has been lost or destroyed, identify that 

last person known to be in possession of the document and describe its contents. 

8. Where an answer or response requires a “date,” the exact day, month, and year shall 

be provided; if such information is not reasonably ascertainable, then provide the best estimate. 

9. The term “relating to” as used herein includes pertaining to, referring to, or having as 
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a subject matter, directly or indirectly, expressly or impliedly, the subject matter of the specific 

request. 

10. Where appropriate, the singular form of a word shall be construed to include the 

plural, and the plural form shall be construed to include the singular. 

11. Where appropriate, “and” as well as “or” shall be construed either conjunctively or 

disjunctively, as necessary, to bring under the scope of these Interrogatories and Requests for 

Production of Documents information which might otherwise be construed to be outside of their 

scope. 

12. Where appropriate, “each” shall be construed to include “every” and “every” shall be 

construed to include “each.” 

13. Where appropriate, “any” shall be construed to include “all” and “all” shall be 

construed to include “any.” 

14. When required to “identify” or “describe” any natural person, your answer or 

response shall identify: 

a. Full name; 
b. Present home address; 
c. Present home telephone number; 
d. Present or last known business, including any company affiliation; 
e. Current employment classification, position, or job title; 
f. Present or last known business telephone number; and  
g. Previous business address. 

15. When required to “describe” or “identify” a document, it is intended that your answer 

shall identify with respect to each document: 

a. Title; 
b. Date; 
c. Author(s); 
d. Addressee(s); 
e. Recipient(s) of original copy; 
f. File number of other identifying mark or code; 
g. Nature and subject matter of the document; and 
h. Location by room, building, and address, or if lost or no longer in existence, the last 
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known location and custodian and the circumstances of the loss or destruction. 
 

In lieu of identifying any document, a copy of such document may be attached to your 

answers.  

16. A Request asking you to “state in detail,” “explain in detail,” or “state specifically” 

seeks disclosure of each fact, circumstance, condition, and thing known to you about the subject of 

the Request containing the phrase, as of the date the Request is answered. 

INSTRUCTIONS 

1. The information sought in these Requests that is within your knowledge, possession, 

custody, or control, or within the knowledge, possession, custody, or control of any of your agents, 

attorneys, or representatives. You may not respond that you lack knowledge sufficient to answer a 

request without stating that you have made a reasonable inquiry to obtain the information, describing 

the efforts made, and that, notwithstanding those efforts, you were unable to obtain the requested 

information. 

2. Each Request below shall operate and be construed independently and, unless 

otherwise indicated, no request limits the scope of any other Request. 

3. If you withhold any responsive information on the ground that it is privileged or 

otherwise excludable from discovery, please identify all information responding to the Request that 

is not claimed to be privileged, and for that information which is claimed to be privileged, please 

specify the subject matter of the information, the person holding the privileged information, and the 

basis for the claimed privilege or other grounds of exclusion. 

4. Whenever a document responsive to a particular Request is believed to be privileged 

from production for any reason, it shall be identified by (a) date; (b) author; (c) addressee; (d) 

subject matter; (e) all persons who received, handled or saw a copy of the document at any time, or 

to whom its contents were communicated at any time, either advertently or inadvertently; and (f) 
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why the document is claimed to be privileged from production. 

5. You are requested to furnish all information that is available to you or subject to a 

reasonable inquiry, including information in possession of your attorneys, accountants, advisors or 

other persons directly or indirectly employed by, or connected with you or your attorneys, and 

anyone else otherwise subject to your control. 

6. If any information requested was, but is no longer, in your possession or subject to 

your control, or is no longer in existence, state whether it: (a) is missing or lost; (b) has been 

destroyed; (c) has been transferred, voluntarily or involuntarily, to others; (d) has been otherwise 

disposed of and in each such instance explain the circumstances surrounding such disposition, give 

the date or approximate date thereof, and the names and last known home and business addresses of 

the persons with knowledge of such circumstances; or (e) identify the writings that are missing, lost, 

destroyed, transferred, or otherwise disposed of, by author, date, subject matter, addresses, and 

number of pages. 

7. If any information requested was previously provided to you or your agents, attorneys, or 

representatives, provide a copy of the material that was provided, and, for each piece of information, 

state: (a) when it was provided to you; (b) in what format the information was provided to you; (c) what 

method was used to provide such information to you; (d) the identity of the person who provided such 

information to you; and (e) the identity of the person who received such information. 

8. If the information requested is not available in precisely the form requested but can be 

supplied in a slightly modified form, state whatever information is available to you concerning the 

subject of the request. 

9. If a request calls for information which may be derived from records or documents 

available to you, you may answer the request by specifically referring to any such records or documents 

in which the precise information may be found, and by furnishing the documents or copies thereof. 

10. In answering each Request, your answer should identify each document which refers 
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to, supports, or otherwise evidences the subject matter of the Request; is relied upon to form a basis 

of the answer given; or in any way corroborates the answer or the substance of the answer given. 

Every document to be identified may be produced for inspection in lieu of such identification. 

11. These Requests are continuing a nature so as to require supplemental responses in the 

event that you later obtain any additional information responsive to any of these Requests, and such 

information has not been previously disclosed by you, or the additional information makes a 

previous disclosure more accurate. 

REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION 

1. State whether Duke admits it has an obligation to serve Mason, who will lose natural 

gas service as a result of the abandonment of the TC Energy line, and identify all statutory, 

regulatory, tariff, contractual, or Commission-order authority Duke relies on in admitting or denying 

the same.  

2. Identify any contract, agreement, or other document which permits, allows, or 

requires Duke to provide natural gas distribution services using the Pipeline, including any such 

contracts, agreements, or documents between Duke and TC or KO.  

3. Identify all statutory, regulatory, tariff, contractual, or Commission-order authority 

Duke relies on to discontinue gas service to Mason, require that he convert to alternative fuel, and 

cap, abandon, or remove the existing gas service serving his property.  

4. Identify the location of Duke’s existing infrastructure described on Page 3 of the 

Application and state the distance or provide a map showing the distance between such infrastructure 

and Mason’s property.  

5. Identify the location of the Duke customer closest to Mason’s property for which 

Duke currently provides natural gas distribution services with existing infrastructure.   

6. Explain how Duke determined the estimated costs of extending natural gas 
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distribution service to each customer to be between $150,000 and $2 million.  

7. State whether Duke performed a site-specific cost analysis for extending existing 

natural gas distribution service infrastructure to Mason’s property.  

8. Produce all documents referencing or supporting the cost analysis for extending 

Duke’s existing natural gas distribution infrastructure to each customer’s property (specifically 

including Mason’s property, if any), including internal memoranda, cost studies, engineering 

analysis, vendor/contractor quotes, presentation, or any communications regarding the same with 

third parties.  

9. Explain how Duke determined the estimated costs of conversion for an alternative 

fuel source for customers to be about $625,000, or $25,000 for each customer, in exchange for loss 

of natural gas service, mandatory conversion, capping/removal of the gas service line, and waiver of 

their right to request Duke provide natural gas service.   

10. State whether Duke performed a site-specific cost analysis for conversion to 

alternative fuel sources for Mason’s property.  

11. Produce all documents referencing or supporting the cost analysis for conversion to 

an alternative fuel source for each customer’s property (specifically including Mason’s property, if 

any), including internal memoranda, cost studies, engineering analysis, vendor/contractor quotes, 

presentation, or any communications regarding the same with third parties.  

12. Identify each cost element Duke contends the $25,000 to convert to an alternative fuel 

source covers and the assumed dollar amount for: (a) appliance replacement/modification; (b) 

electrical service upgrades; (c) propane tank purchase/installation; (d) fuel piping, venting, and 

safety systems; (e) permits, inspections, and code compliance, (f) site work and restoration, and (g) 

temporary loss of heat and hot water.  

13. Provide Duke’s total estimated costs to convert a typical existing gas customer to 
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propane, with itemized costs for each required step of the conversion.  

14. Provide Duke’s total estimated costs to convert a typical existing gas customer to 

electric, with itemized costs for each required step of the conversion.  

15. Identify all vendors and contractors Duke relied on for costs estimates, quotes, RFPs, 

bids, contracts, or unit prices in determining the estimates for conversion to propane or electric.  

16. State whether Duke intends for Mason to pay for all costs of conversion to an 

alternative fuel source that exceed $25,000 and explain how forcing a long-standing customer to 

abandon gas service and bear those costs is reasonable, just, and non-discriminatory to Mason.  

17. Explain why costs to convert to alternative fuel sources associated with removing 

long-existing, rate-supported gas infrastructure are not borne by Duke or recovered system-wide but 

instead shifted to individual customers to pay out-of-pocket.   

18. Identify any alternatives evaluated by Duke to permit Mason and other affected 

customers to continue their gas service, transfer service responsibility to another provider, utilize on-

site propane without mandatory removal of the gas service line, or decline conversion without 

penalty.  

19. Produce all documents filed in the record in this action under seal.  

20. Produce any document discussing or showing the initial farm-tap connection and any 

subsequent connection between the Pipeline and Mason’s property.  

Respectfully submitted, 
 

/s/ Bradley J. Deters 
Stacey L. Graus 
Bradley J. Deters 
sgraus@adamsattorneys.com 
bdeters@adamsattorneys.com   
Adams Law, PLLC 
40 W. Pike Street 
Covington, KY 41011 
(859) 394-6200 
Counsel for Tom Mason 

mailto:sgraus@adamsattorneys.com
mailto:bdeters@adamsattorneys.com
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heather@hloky.com 

meredith@hloky.com 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

This is to certify that foregoing electronic filing was transmitted to the Commission on 

March 16, 2026, and that it has been served upon the following counsel of record by electronic 

means in compliance with 805 KAR 5:001(4)(8): 

L. Allyson Honaker 

 
Meredith L. Cave 

 
Honaker Law Office, PLLC 
1795 Alysheba Way, Suite 1203 
Lexington, KY 40509 
Counsel for Duke Energy Kentucky, Inc. 
 
Mickey T. Webster 
mwebster@bricker.com  
BRICKER GRAYDON WYATT LLP 
250 West Main Street, Suite 1600 
Lexington, KY 40507-1746 

Counsel for Morning Scott, LLC 
 
 
 
 
 

_/s/Bradley J. Deters      
Bradley J. Deters,  
Counsel for Tom Mason 

allyson@hloky.com 
Heather S. Temple 

mailto:heather@hloky.com
mailto:meredith@hloky.com
mailto:mwebster@bricker.com
mailto:allyson@hloky.com

