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Project Description 

On May 13, 2024, Cultural Resource Analysts, Inc. (CRA), personnel completed an archaeological 
records review for the Lost City Solar Project in Muhlenberg County, Kentucky. In addition, a 
reconnaissance of the proposed property was conducted on March 20 and 21, 2024. The purpose of the 
inspection was to identify locations that might contain potentially significant, intact archaeological deposits. 
Locations of structures shown on historic maps were visited during the investigation. The records review 
and reconnaissance were requested by Marty Marchaterre of Copperhead Consulting, Inc., for due diligence 
regarding the cultural resources located within the proposed study area.  

The study area covers approximately 526.09 ha (1,300.00 acres), and the elevations within the study 
area range from 126 m to 221 m above mean sea level. 

Records Review 

A search of records maintained by the Office of State Archaeology (OSA) (FY24-12748) and the 
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) was conducted to: 1) determine if the study area had been 
previously surveyed for archaeological resources; 2) identify any previously recorded archaeological sites 
that were situated within the study area; 3) provide information concerning what archaeological resources 
could be expected within the study area; and 4) provide a context for any archaeological resources that may 
be identified within the study area.  

OSA Geographic Information Systems data requested by CRA on March 13, 2024, were returned on 
March 18, 2024. Jennie VanMeter of CRA researched the results at the OSA on March 19, 2024. The work 
at the OSA consisted of a review of professional survey reports and records of archaeological sites located 
within a 2 km radius of the study area; however, Figure 1 depicts only the results that are directly adjacent 
to the study area.  
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Figure 5. Example of vegetation in wooded sections within study area, facing southeast.  

 
Figure 6. Example of cornfield within study area, facing west. 
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Figure 7. Goats in pasture in northwestern section of study area, facing northwest. 

 
Figure 8. Cows in pasture in northwestern section of study area, facing north.  
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Figure 9. Small pond in northwestern section of study area, facing west.  

 
Figure 10. Large pond in central section of study area with camper and pile of pallets, facing north.  
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Figure 11. Stream in northwestern section of study area, facing southeast.  

 
Figure 12. Broad grassy ridgetop in southeastern section of study area, facing east. 
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Figure 13. Modern house in western section of study area, facing west. 

 
Figure 14. Silos in central section of study area, facing northeast. 
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Figure 15. Chicken barns in central section of study area, facing southwest. 

 
Figure 16. Structure at location of MS 5, western corner, facing east. 
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Figure 17. Structure at location of MS 14, western corner, facing east. 

 
Figure 18. Structure at location of MS 15a, northwest corner, facing southeast. 
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Figure 19. Structure at location of MS 15b, southwest corner, facing northeast. 

 
Figure 20. House located east of MS 14 location in northern section of study area, facing northeast.  
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Figure 21. Gardner Farm Cemetery entrance, facing northeast.  

 
Figure 22. Overview of grave markers at Gardner Farm Cemetery, facing west. 
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Figure 23. Overview of Welborn Cemetery from northeast corner, facing south. 

 
Figure 24. Overview of Welborn Cemetery from southern border, facing north. 
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Figure 25. Grave markers in overgrowth at Welborn Cemetery, facing west. 

 
Figure 26. Example of a flake found in the northeastern section of the study area.  
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Figure 27. Topographic map depicting the location of Inceptisols within the study area.
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Rosewood, KY
USGS 7.5 minute series topographic
quadrangle. Historical Topographic Map
Collection, United States Department of the
Interior, United States Geological Survey

1972 (Photoinspected 1981) Dunmor, KY
USGS 7.5 minute series topographic
quadrangle. Historical Topographic Map
Collection, United States Department of the
Interior, United States Geological Survey.
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Summary 

OSA data revealed that one previous professional archaeological survey was conducted within a portion 
of the study area (Wampler and Karpynec 2004). The data further indicated that no archaeological sites 
were recorded within or adjacent to the study area. The review of historic maps showed 19 historic structure 
locations within the study area, all of which likely date to the twentieth century. Of these, four structures 
(MS 5, MS 14, and two structures at the location of MS 15) were observed during the reconnaissance. While 
none of these are likely the original structures at these locations, the structure at MS 14 and the structure at 
MS 15a have the potential to be historic in their own right if constructed before 1974. Additionally, a house 
observed during the reconnaissance was also determined to be potentially historic (not assigned a map 
structure number) if constructed before 1974. Although these structures may be relatively recent, they are 
still potentially over 50 years of age, and cultural deposits found in association with any of them might be 
considered archaeological sites, some of which could be significant. Furthermore, two cemeteries (the 
Gardner Farm Cemetery and the Welborn Cemetery) were observed during the reconnaissance. The 
Gardner Farm Cemetery contained three graves and dated to 2017–2019, and the Welborn Cemetery 
contained approximately 30 graves and dated to 1860–1918. A small prehistoric lithic scatter was also 
observed in a cornfield in the northeastern section of the study area. It is likely that more artifacts are present 
in this area, and if a survey were to be conducted, a site would likely be documented here and possibly in 
other areas of similar topographic setting. The soil data showed three Inceptisols (Belknap, Clifty, and 
Sharon) present within the study area, and these have the potential to contain deeply buried archaeological 
deposits. 
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