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 May 15, 2023 

 

Marty Marchaterre 

Copperhead Environmental Consulting, Inc. 

133 Walton Avenue 

Lexington, KY 40508 

 

RE:  Cultural Historic Records Review for the Proposed Mantle Rock Solar Project, 

Livingston County, Kentucky 

CRA Project Number: K230180 

Contract Publication Series: 23-186 

Dear Mr. Marchaterre, 

The following letter report provides the requested cultural historic records review for the proposed 

Mantle Rock Solar project in Livingston County, Kentucky. The letter report was prepared by Robert 

W. Ball of Cultural Resource Analysts, Inc. (CRA). 

The study area encompasses approximately 562 acres and is located around the intersection of KY 

135 and KY 1608, between the Communities of Hampton and Joy, Kentucky. Based on the nature of 

the proposed project, it was determined that, for the purposes of the cultural historic records review, 

the study area was defined as the proposed disturbance area and adjacent properties (Figures 1 and 2). 

The study area was developed for the purpose of due diligence and to account for any possible direct 

and indirect effects to cultural historic resources located in the vicinity of the proposed project. 

CRA submitted a records review request to the Kentucky Heritage Council (KHC) on April 12, 

2023. The results (FY23-5362) were provided by the KHC on April 20, 2023. The records review 

results indicated that the Trail of Tears traditional cultural area is located within or adjacent to the 

project area. No exact location was provided by KHC at this time as it is a protected resource, however 

based on National Park Service mapping, the trail appears to run along KY 133. 

A review of reports held in the KHC and CRA archives revealed no previously completed cultural 

historic reports with an area of potential effect (APE) that overlaps the study area for the current 

proposed project.  

In addition to the file search, archival research included a review of available maps, used to help 

identify potential historic resources (at least 50 years of age) within the study area for the proposed 

project. The following maps were reviewed:  

1921 Golconda, Illinois-Kentucky 15-minute series topographic quadrangle (United States Geological 

Survey [USGS] 1921) 

1937 General Highway Map of Livingston County, Kentucky (Kentucky Department of Highways [KDOH] 

1937) 

1950 General Highway Map of Livingston County, Kentucky (KDOH 1950) 

1952 Aerial Photograph, Number AR1TA0000030068 (USGS 1952) 

1954 Golconda, Illinois-Kentucky 7.5-minute series topographic quadrangle (USGS 1954) 

1957 General Highway Map of Livingston County, Kentucky (KDOH 1957) 

1959 Golconda Illinois-Kentucky, Kentucky 7.5-minute series topographic quadrangle (USGS 1959) 

1971 Aerial Photograph, Number AR6166003705796 (USGS 1971) 
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Figure 1. Topographic map depicting the project area.
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Figure 2. Aerial photograph depicting the project area.
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Historic maps indicate that the majority of the historic resources located within the study area or on 

parcels that extend into the study area are concentrated along KY 135. The study area and its immediate 

vicinity were historically rural and characterized by single-family residences and farmsteads. This pattern 

of development continued through the twentieth century. A review of topographic maps and aerial 

photographs indicates the potential for approximately five historic resources (at least 50 years of age) within 

the study area (see Figures 1 and 2). The resources consist of single-family residence (Site 1), agricultural 

outbuildings (Sites 2 and 5), a church (Site 4), and the Good Hope Cemetery (Site 5) which contains 380 

internments dating from 1861 to the present (Findagrave.com 2000). The resources are mainly located along 

KY 135. Additional research and field investigations would be needed to confirm the location and condition 

of any previously identified and additional historic resources that may be in the vicinity of the proposed 

project.  

Projects that constitute federal undertakings are subject to a cultural historic resource survey in 

compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. At this time, it is unknown what 

level of survey will be required for the project or whether this project will become federally funded or 

require a federal permit (such as a Section 404 permit). If this project should become federally funded or 

require a federal permit, it would be considered an undertaking subject to Section 106 review and require 

compliance with 36 CFR Part 800. In the case of a federal undertaking, a cultural historic survey is required 

to determine if any previously identified and previously undocumented historic resources within the study 

area would be eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). An assessment of 

potential direct and indirect effects, including impacts to the viewshed and setting and mitigation measures, 

would be instituted only for those historic resources listed in or determined eligible for listing in the NRHP.  

In conclusion, the KHC records review indicated that the Trail of Tears traditional cultural area is 

located within or adjacent to the project area. Topographic maps and aerial photographs also identified the 

potential for at least five previously unidentified resources over 50 years old located within the study area. 

Further research and field investigations would be necessary to confirm the condition and location of 

cultural historic resources that may be eligible for listing in the NRHP and possibly affected by the proposed 

project.  

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Robert W. Ball 

Architectural Historian 

Cultural Resource Analysts, Inc.  

151 Walton Avenue 

Lexington, KY 40508 

(859) 252-4737 

rball@crai-ky.com 
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