COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY
BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

In The Matter Of:

ELECTRONIC APPLICATION OF MORGAN )
COUNTY WATER DISTRICT FOR RATE ADJUSTMENT ) CASE NO.
PUSUANT TO 807 KAR 5:076 ) 2024-00010

MORGAN COUNTY WATER DISTRICT’S
VERIFIED MOTION FOR EMERGENCY INTERIM RATE INCREASE

Comes Morgan County Water District (“Morgan District”), by and through counsel,
pursuant to KRS 278.190(2), and other relevant authority, hereby movesthe Kentucky Public
Service Commission (“Commission”) to schedule an emergency hearing to allow Morgan
District to present evidence to the Commission to show the need for an emergency interim rate
increase in this proceeding and an expedited review of its application for rate adjustment
pursuant to 807 KAR 5:076 filed March 15, 2024. In support of this motion Morgan District

states as follows:

1. On March 15, 2024, Morgan District tendered an application, pursuant to 807 KAR
5:076. A deficiency letter was entered on March 20, 2024 and Morgan District has
submitted materials to cure those deficiencies at the time of this filing. Morgan
District now seeks approval to put 25.3% first phase increase of rates into effect at
the earliest date possible subject to refund to meet the debt service requirements of
its lenders while the Commission considers Morgan District’s application for rate
adjustment. The requested first phase amount will allow Morgan District to meet
its debt service requirements and Morgan District will maintain its records in such

detail as to be prepared to refund any difference should the Commission determine



a different rate. The 25.3% rate is the lowest amount that could be put in place at
this time to allow the utility to “break-even” and is the most conservative increase
it could request." The full requested rate increase of 41% over three years will
generate a total of approximately $767,513 in additional annual revenue from water

sales and is supported in the application submitted for filing on March 15, 2024.

2. Morgan District has dedicated resources to addressing regulatory compliance since
the orders and recommendation from the Commission in Case No. 2019-00041.>
Morgan District’s Board of Commissioners and manager have made considerable
progress in addressing previous system deficiencies identified by Kentucky
Division of Water and the Commission. In the process of the considerable efforts
to improve the utility, the operating expenses have increased. More importantly,
the Board identified inaccuracies in the utility’s book-keeping data in March of
2023 and changed work assignments to address the inaccuracies. Due to the
information collected through those changes the Board discovered large losses in
January of 2024 and took action to seek this rate adjustment which was already in

preparation, to be effected as soon as possible.

3. The Board and management thought they were attending to the financial needs of
the utility through regular reports and financial efforts made, including; preparing

and filing a rate case in 2021,° planning for long term efforts, administering a

! See the Excel spreadsheet entitled, “Projection of Revenues Expenses Debt Service Payments” uploaded separately
in the electronic filing system.

2 See Case No. 2019-00041, (“Case No. 2019-00041 Investigation) Electronic Investigation into Excessive Water
Loss by Kentucky’s Jurisdictional Water Utilities (Ky. PSC Nov. 22, 2019), Appendix L, Confronting the Problems
Plaguing Kentucky's Water Utilities: An Investigative Report by the Kentucky Public Service Commission November
2019.

3 Case No. 2020-00386, Electronic Application of Morgan County Water District for Rate Adjustment Pursuant to
807 KAR 5:076 (Ky PSC June 9, 2021).



surcharge to address reduction of water loss,* and applying for projects to improve
the system. Since the Commission’s Order in Case No. 2019-00041,° the Board
and management focused on reducing water loss to cut costs in the fastest way
possible, and there have been major improvements reducing the water loss from
approximately 60% to 30%, that were achieved in part using surcharge funds, grant
funds, and utility funding. While the efforts continue, Morgan District has also had
to add staff to bring the utility into regulatory compliance that had not been

addressed in years.

4. Due to the inaccurate financial data and the end of receiving grant money that
funded the positions of five employees, the utility’s financial resources were much
more stressed than the Board’s previous understanding. The public reaction to the
notice of this rate adjustment proceeding was unprecedented. The Board and
management had to address misinformation about the rate case affecting public
comments, and significant personnel issues that occurred at the same time as notice
was posted in February 2024.

5. Morgan District’s Board of Commissioners and manager sought assistance with its
application for a rate adjustment in December 2022 with Kentucky Rural Water
Association, well in advance of the February 2025 deadline for an adjustment of
rates ordered by the Commission. Morgan District has implemented policies to
prevent an emergency situation such as this; however, the facts herein show these

polices did not account for every occurrence and Morgan District is in need of an

4 Case N0.2021-00206, Electronic Morgan County Water District’s Unaccounted Water-loss Reduction Plan,
Surcharge and Monitoring (Ky PSC Dec. 4, 2023).
5 Case No. 2019-00041 Investigation.



emergency rate increase so that it can meet its debt requirements.® Morgan
District’s Board of Commissioners are prepared to promptly respond to information
requests and have prepared emergency cost reductions and plans to delay expenses
that can be to make every effort to address the critical financial state.

6. 807 KAR 5:076, Section 5(2) requires a utility to provide notice of a proposed rate
increase. On February 22, 2024, Morgan District provided the first customer notice
of the rate adjustment proceeding in the newspaper in Morgan District.” If the
Commission determines that any errors occurred with the content of that Customer
Notice or the timing of the Customer Notice, Morgan District moves the
Commission for deviation from the notice requirements of the proposed rate
increase.

7. Regarding a hearing on this motion for the Commission to consider emergency
interim rates, pursuant to 807 KAR 5:076, Section 12(3), notice of a hearing is to
be published no fewer than seven (7) days and no more than twenty-one (21) days
before the hearing. Pursuant to 807 KAR 5:0076, Section 17 upon a showing of
good cause, the Commission may grant a deviation from the notice requirements.
Morgan District requests the Commission find that good cause exists for deviation
from the required notice for the emergency hearing. Morgan District requests the
Commission find that Morgan District’s publishing of hearing notice on its website,
and on its social media account, as well as posting it at its office, satisfies the

requirements for the hearing notice. The emergency nature of Morgan District's

6 See the Excel spreadsheet entitled, “Projection of Revenues Expenses Debt Service Payments” uploaded separately
in the electronic filing system.

7 See Application, Customer Notice (filed March 15, 2024) and Exhibit A, local newspapers containing Notice and
multiple articles on this proceeding.



request for interim rates is good cause to deviate from the publication frequency
requirements in 807 KAR 5:076, Section 12(3) and 807 KAR 5:001, Section
9(2)(b). Additionally, the large quantity of public comments in this matter indicate
the effectiveness of the Customer Notice given in February 2024 and the public
awareness noted in local newspapers and at the Morgan District Board meeting on
March 11, 2024.%

8. The Morgan County Water District Board of Commissioners has received several
objections from ratepayers regarding this proposed rate increase, particularly
related to affordability of the future water bills. Morgan District has been and will
continue to consider every policy in terms of its most vulnerable customers,
including reviewing its leak adjustment practices so that those customers impacted
by leaks are treated with as much consideration as possible within the tariff
provisions.

9. KRS 278.190(2) permits the Commission to implement emergency rates subject to
refund after a hearing if Morgan District’s credit or operations will be materially
impaired or damaged if the proposed rates are not permitted to become effective
during the further review of the rate application. Therefore, Morgan District
requests the Commission schedule a hearing at its earliest availability to hear
evidence for the need of the emergency rate increase as well as grant a deviation of
the notice requirements for the hearing pursuant to 807 KAR 5:076, Section 17.

WHEREFORE, Morgan District respectfully requests that the Commission schedule a hearing

to take evidence on Morgan District’s request to place emergency interim rates into effect subject

8 Exhibit A.



to refund to address a crucial financial need.” Finally, Morgan District requests that the
Commission grant deviations to the public notice requirement for the rate application and
emergency public hearing in this proceeding.

This 22" day of March, 2024.

Respectfully Submitted,

Bt #W;KM

L Allyson/Hoxaker

Brittany Hayes Koemg

Heather S. Temple

Honaker Law Office, PLLC
1795 Alysheba Way, Suite 6202
Lexington, Kentucky 40509
(859) 368-8803
allyson@hloky.com
brittany@hloky.com
heather@hloky.com

Counsel for Morgan County Water District

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

This is to certify that the foregoing copy of Morgan District Water District’s Motion for
Emergency Rate Increase is being electronically transmitted to the Commission on March 22,
2024; and that there are currently no parties that the Commission has excused from participation
by electronic means in this proceeding. Pursuant to the Commission’s July 22, 2021 Order in

Case No. 2020- 00085, no hard copies of this filing will be made.

Bitlses Hasp: Soony
Counsel fo@rgaﬂ(founl;@’ater District

° Exhibit B-Board Resolution.


mailto:allyson@hloky.com

VERIFICATION

STATE OF KENTUCKY
SS:

N’ N’

COUNTY OF MORGAN

The undersigned, Shannon Elam, being duly sworn, deposes and says that he is the General
Manager of Morgan County Water District, that he has personal knowledge of the matters set forth

in the foregoing, and that the information contained therein is true and correct to the best of his

knowledge, information and belief.

MORGAN COUNTY WATER DISTRICT

Subscribed and sworn to before me by Shannon Elam, General Manager of Morgan

County Water District, on this 22nd day of March, 2024.

NOTARY UBLlfé
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Cougars stay unbeaten at
home; Spencer and Griffith

' combine for 34

By Dovid,Patrick

Morgan Connty has, found
ns offensive chythm at the
perfeel ume.  Coach Reece
Grffith’s teum scored 70-plus
for a seventh conseculive game
on 1is way (o a convincing 80 —
58 win over Painisville Tuesdsy
nght at Veterans Memorial
Gymnasiam

Me Cougars arc a perfect § -
0 1n games plaved on the lume
court thrs season, with five
commng in the last three weeks
The team has won seven by
dauble-figures, with Rowan
(70 - 64) being the only team to
play within single-digits

The Cougars put up 20-plus
n three of the game's four quar-
ters, including 21 n the first
Eli Griffith, Logan Spencer,
Asher Gamble and 1.0gan Spen-
cer each hit 3-point baskels in
the eight-mmute span  The
home teain added 14 puints in
the second period 1o lead 35 -
33 at the half.

The Cougar defense held
firm in the third, imitng the

Rowan ...

(Continued From Page Five)

Gamble fimished the period
with a pair of free throws and
a transiion layup as Morgan
took a 32 — 28 advanlage (a
intermussion

Adams set the tone for the
second hall with a trey from
the left comer just 30 seconds
. The Cougars scored just |2
n the period, but goi a hasket
from Justice and a 3-palnier
by Spencer Free throws from
Gatlin Griffith and Gamble
made for a44 3 lead heading
tn the fourth

+ Rowan battled tigagly,
as Wilburn hit (ivig ke 5t
nine made 3's of the second
halt, however Morgan wouldn't
budge Eli Griffith hit a tough
turniaround m the lane with
4 08 remaining before hanging
a 3 from deep to give Morgan
a 9-point advantage Juslice
made 1 a doubsie-figure Icad

Adams ...

(Fantinutd From Page Five}

*.Griffith and Logan Spencer
cach sconng |1

Shoating was coptagiaus in
Uus one as all six players hit at
least S4% from the field, with
the team copverting an incred-
ible 61 % (33-0f-54), includ-
g 10-0f-1R (56%) ftom the
3-point stripe. Gamble joined
Adams with three 3-pointers
with Gatlin Grifiith knocked
dow a peir Eli Guffith and
[.ugan Spencer hil ane apiece

Smith ...

(Continued From Page Five)

with; I s
The Lady Ugigars were re-
spectatile froem the field (41%,)

Tigers o only 1wo ficld goals
while scanng 24 of iheir own
Eli Griffith, Cam Adams and
Asher Gamble cach hit a
A-pointer while Logan Spencer
drifled a pair Morgan closed
strong with'a 21-point foorth:
Iighlighted by four more 3’s
as Cody Dagnan, Luke Schwab
and Parker Trusly joined the
party

For (e game, Margan huricy)
15 3-pointers, wuh (ive coming
from Eli Griffith, who finished
with 17 paints: He would add
six rebounds and five assisis
Spencer scored in three of the
game's four guanters to post 17
pomnls as well  Adams tallied
five boards with Ely Griffith
handing out {our assisls

The Tigers had lost six
straight games (o open TFebru-
ary heforc beating Hunlinglon
Expression Prep on the 17(h
But Morgan's huge third quarter
dashed'the hopes of back-10-
back victones for the first time
since winning five consecutive
games in late December

with a rebound and putback
with 2 30 Teft

Gamble converied four
clutch free-throws 1 a 30 sec-
ond span to keep it a three-pos-
session game withiléss than two
minntes 1o play. Wilbum made
one final push with consceu-
uve 3's 10 trim il 10 three with
12 seconds remaining. But
it was Justice - appropriately.
cnough- to cap the scoring
wilh a Lransition basket-and-
anc| Eli Griffith scaied 1t wilh
4 sleal to run oul the cluck as
Muorgan picked up the well-
camed si-pont win

Tuslice scored in every quar-
ler (o fimish with a tean-high
214

iy
added eight and seven poimnts,
respecuvely,

Wilburn hil seven 3's (o pace
the Vikings with a game-high
28 while Dashawn Walson
scored 17,

The only blemish ¢n this
night came at the free-throw
line with Morgan hitung a mere
8-0f-15 (53%)  Jusuce and
Gatlin Griffith combined for
16 of the Cougans' 25 rebounds

The home team was led by
22 pounts from Connor Thacker
winle Christian Large and Con-
ner Suiton went for 19 and 16,
respeclively.

Afier a good siart to Lhe
scason, including win strcaks of
three and four games, the Rams
have dropped four of their last
six Onthe Mp side, the victory
kept Morgan perfect in Febru-
ary with six straight wins.

numibers. The team made only
three 3-point baskels in 1| tries
27%).

Kyera Thornsbury led
Piiceville with 19'points while
Tunity Hater scdted (7 The
Vikory narmow )y wor Lhe battle
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By Mike Crase
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minich play and winni
place by defeating Uickie Wil
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SUE’S TAX SERVICE

Office & Fax; (606) 7437060
(606) 7431265
Individual Tox Preparation

Mon-Fri & am tofpm
m. to naon - Evening lppclnlmonh avallable

"We look forward to serving you!

- Malone, Ky.

oL A

Jayd:n Plartet madc an impres-
sive firsf bwing going 2-4 and
1aking fourth place

We have a new rccreational
intiat|ve- Play For Fun (PFT),
11 you don’t want Io play in (he
league, hut enjoy plaving the
sport, leaning the game, bring.
afriend and we will set you up!
We can take 8 players per week,
plus we provide the paddles and
balls First three sessions arc
free and the fourth is §2

Please message us on Face-
boak and Tet us know 1f you
plan on being part of PFF.
Doors open at 6 pm this Thurs-
day and lengue play slars ay 7
pm. New players and heginners
are always welcome! Conlact
us al K06 794 2295 See you at
the 1ables!

hi

budsman Program 45 Jooking
for Volunteers!

Did you know 60% of nurs-
tng home residents never re-
cerve a visilor?

The Long Term Care Om-
budsman Program advocales
for rights, dignily and nde-
pendence for nursing home
residents| The program’s volun-
teers visit about 1,700 frail and
clderly at least quarerly. and
advocate for quality carc and
wark to resal ve problerns. Om-
hudsman help provide a voice
for those wha atherwise would
have none, serving those living
innursing homes, personal care
homes, and Pamily care homes

For more informalion. con-
lact your Long Term Care
Ombudsman

Amanda Hanuiton

FIVCO Long Term Care

Ombud Program

R
A4 S g

' for long term care

ombudsman pgm.
The Legal Aid of the Biue-
grass Long lerm Care Om-

1616 Greenup Ave
Ashland, KY 41101
(606) 7R0-2258
ahamilton @lablaw org

Courier Advertising Info: Call Us At 606-743-3551 Today!!!
= === == =

Morgan County Water District
CUSTOMER NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the Morgan County Water District expects to file an application with the
Kentucky Public Service Commission on or about February 21, 2024, seeking approval of a proposed
adjustment to its water rates. The proposed rates shall not become effective until the Public Service
Commission has issued an order approving these rates.

||| Minchx 88 rch Maley
IR0 Tem Hast
Next 4000 Galore
Next 500C Gakors
f Owr 15000 Gafons
{-ich Meter
t Firsl 5,000 Galors
1 Next 5000 Galorm
Next 5000 Galors
| Ovr 15000 Gators
2-inch Mot
Fird 15000 Galons
Owr 15000 Gabors
Sch Metar
Fist 100,000 Gatone
Owr 100000 Gelons
4ren Nele: Whoenan

 Haies
3185 M Bil
s 185  per Galion

§ 001100 perGekon
$ 001015 perGalon
§ 000329 perGafion
¥ 8762  Min Bil

$ C0MO0  perGakon
4§ 001015  perGaion
§ 000825 per Galion
$ 17183 M Bl

$ 000823 per Galon
$ 96303 MinBil

$ 000928 perGabon
$ 000452 perGafon

fi
$. 4489 MnBIL - $
4 001688  perGalon 3
$ 001547  perGason S
$ 001427  perGaton $
§ 001306  per Gahon $
§ 9537 MnBUll o
§ 001547 perGalon  §
§ 001427  perGafion L
§ 001306  perGalon | ]
§ 24245 MBI 5
$ 001306  perGalan $
§ 1357680 M B $
$ 001306 perGsfon 3
$ 0006837  perGafion 1

Diflerancas
— Doliar
1310 X g L
- yooiez -‘(umlmlhll -
000447 1% |
000412 41%
000377 41%

27.75 41%
000447 A1%
0,00412 A1%
0,00377 41%,-

B 1

7052 A%
000377 | A%

a0 AR
354 87 T41% 0
0006377 41%
000188 1%

|

If the Public Service Commission approves the proposed rates, then the average customer bill impact
bill for each meter class will be as shown in the table below

| 3/4-4nch x 5/8-rch Meter

¥k b

Average Cument Current
Mortthly Morthly Monthly
e Rates Rates
3020 § 4399 § 6200 §
£ 281 T 74 R1 T 1128 T

Curent and Proposed Customer Bills

Differences

41%
4%




homse tea adiled 14 points in
the segand period to lead 35 -
33 b/ the half

The Cougar defensc held
firmy i the third, limiling the

Rowan ...

(Continued From Page Five)

CGambie fimshed the penod
with a pair of free throws and
a transition lavup as Morgan
took n 32 = 2R advanlage to
mtermission

Adams set the tone for the
second hal( with a trey from
the lcft comner just 30 seconds
in; The Cougars scored just |2
1 the perind, but got a basket
from Justice and a 3-pointer
by Spencer Free Uirows from
Gatlin Griffith and Gamble
made for a 44 - 38 |cad heading
tor the fourth

Ruowan batled igleatipaiy,
a5 Wilburn hit five an's

nine made 3's of the second
half, howe ver Morgan wouldn't
budge Rl Griffith hu a tough
wrnaround 16 (he lane with
4 0B remaining before banging
a 3 from deep to give Morgan
a 9-pownt advamage. Justice
inade 1l a double-figure lead

Adams

. (Gontinued From Page Five)

/\Griffith and 1.ogan Spencer
cach scuring 11
Shooting was cuntagious in
this one as all six players hit at
least S4% from the feld, with
the leam converung an incred-
tble 61% (13-0f-54), includ-
g 10-0(-18 (56%) from the
3-puin( stripe; Gamble joined
Adamis with theee 3-pointers
with Gatlin Griffith knocked
down a pair - Eli Goiffith and
Logan Spencer hit onc apicce

Smith ...

(Continued From Page Five)

with eight points

The Lady Cougars were rc-
spectable from the field (41%)
and solid al the free-throw hine
(77%, 20-0f-26), highlighted
by Smith’s aforementioned

THE AMERICAN
SOLDIER
It is the Amedican soldier,
not the preacher,
whio has given us freedom
ofirehigion.
It1s the American soldier,
not the reponer,
who hns given us freedam

ol the press

It 1s the American soldier,
nol the poet;

wha has given us freedom
of specch

Tt1s Uie Ameriean soldier,

Bz Musgan’s hiage P guarter
diahed the hopes of hack-to-
Bk viesnries'for the Hist ume
since winning five onkesutive
pames n Jale Deceniber

with a rebound and purback
with 2.30 teft

Gamble converted four
clutch free-throws 1 4 30 sec-
ond span to keep it a threc: pos-
session game wilh less than (wo
minutes to piay. Wilbum made
one final push wilh consecu-
tive 3's 1o i il to three with
12 seconds remaiming, But
it was Justice —appropriately
enough—In cap the scoring
with 2 transinon baskel-and-
one Eli Griffith sealed it with
a steal 10 run our the clock as
Morgan plcktd up the well-
camned six-point win

Juslice scored in every quar-
l:r to ﬁnﬁh wilh a tcem-high

3Tl Wﬁ%@tm‘ﬂeﬁw TR e

added eight and seven poinls,
respectively,

‘Wilbumn hit seven 3's to pace
the Vikings with a game-high
2R while Dashawn Walson
scared |7

The only blemish on this
night came ‘al the free-Lthrow
hine with Morgan hitting a miere
B-of-15 (53%). Justice and
Gailin Griffith combined for
16 of the Cougars ' 25 rebounds

The home tcam was led by
22 pownts from Connor Thacker
while Chnstian Large and Con-
ner Sutten wenl for {9 and 16,
respectively

After a good|staitito the
season. includirg win etteaks of
three and four games, the Rams
have dropped four of their last
six. On Lhe ip side, the victory
kept Morgan perfect in Febru-
ary with six slraight wins

numbers. The team made only
threee 3-paint baskets in [ tnes
(27%)

Kyera Thornsbury led
Pikeville with 19 poiats while
Trniry Rowe scored 17, The
visnors naruwly won Lhe battle
on the boards, 24 - 23

Pikeville has won five of its
last six games while Morgan
lost for a fourth straight ime

i the ' Catnpuls ofganizes,
o i igiven o
frezudorn b Assdmbile

180 the Amencer soidies,
aict the lawyer,

b gl K the gt
W fuer wrinl

It'id the Amesican voldjer;
net the politicun,

whi lias gives ui
the fight o vole

1r38 the Kmecican soldicr,
e aalutey the Flag,

=hoee coffin it drapei by
the Flag.

recond lxw:m mu:v pe-u—r-d tor inng term care Ashland| KY.41101
ik {
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Morgan County Water District
CUSTOMER NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the Morgan County Water District expects to file an application with the
Kentucky Public Service Commission on or about February 21, 2024, seeking approval of a proposed
adjustment to its water rates. The proposed rates shall not bacome effective until the Public Service
Commission has issued an order appraving these rates

| |
Differancey
— Cururs Meririy fies _EM"J'_‘&__ — —Dolr
[T 3 W B 3 1310 T4
poGatee 3 omeb! FaGann S /bookez * el MEInE b
5,000 $ 00100 perGalon  § 001547 perGakn  § 000447 41%
Nan 5,000 Galom § 001015 perGaton  § 001427 perGalon  $ 000412 1%
|'Owr 15000 Gelors. 3 000925 perGalon S 001305 perGakn B 000377 "y
1t Mot
Firsf 5000 Galors  § 6762 Min Bil 4 9537 Mn B s a5 41%
Next 5000 Gelors  § 001100 perGalon  § 001547 perGalon  $ 000447 41%
Next 5000 Gakors  § 001015 perGakn § 001427 perGalon  § 000412 41%
Ovr 15000 Galo  § 000928 perGalon § 001306 parGalon  § 000377 a%
2-inch Meter / :
Fiml — 15000 Galo  § 17163  Min Bl $ 24245 MBI $ 7052 1%
Ower 15000 Gelom  § 000920 perGakn  § 001306 parGston  § 000377 -nh;
{
6-nch Meter :
Fisl — 100,000 Galons  §  B6303  Min Bl $ 135790 Min Bid $ 3487 a%
Owr 100000 Gelors  § 000828 perGaton  $ 001306 perGalon & 000377 41%
Lt Male Whomgain
$ 000452 perGallon $ 000837  perGalon $ 000185 41%

If the Public Service Commission approves the proposed rates, then the average customer bilt impact
bill for each meter class will be as shown in the table below

Gurrent and Proposed Customer Bils
Awerage Curert Current
Manthly Monthty Monghly Differences
_ Ussge  Rates  Raws  Dofar _ Pemwentage

3 inch x 578-Inch Mater 3020 § 4308 § 6200 § 1801 41%
1-Inch Meter 5,381 $ 7181 §$ 10126 § 2845 41%
2-Inch Meter 132,045 $ 125028 § 177106 § 51178 41%
6-nch Meter 84726 3 81403 § 128802 § 37498 41%
4-inch Metar Wholesale 523,333 § 236547 §333363 § 96816 41%

The rates contained in this notice are the rates proposed by Morgan County Water District. However,
the Public Service Commission may order rates to be charged that differ from these proposed rates. Such
action may result in rates for consumers other than the rates shown in this notice. Morgan County Water
Distrlct has available for inspection at its office the application which it submitted'to the Public Service
Commission. A person may examine this application at the District's office located at 1009 Highway 172,

West Liberty, KY, 41472 You may contact the office at (606) 743-1204. A person may also examine the
application at the Public Service Commission’s offices located at 211 Sower Boulevard, Frankfort,
Kentucky, 40601, Monday through Friday, 8:00 am. to 4:30 p.m, or through the Public Service
Commission’s website at http://psc.ky.gov. Comments regarding the application may be submitted to
the Public Service Commission through its website or by mail to Public Service Commission, PO Box,615,
Frankfort, Kentucky, 40602. You may contact the Public Service Commission at 502-564-3940. A person
may submit a timely written request for intervention to the Public Service Commlssion, PO Box 615,
Frankfort, KY, 40602, establishing the grounds for the request including the status and interest of the
party, If the Public Service Commission does not receive a written request for.intervention within thirty
|30} days of the initial publication of this notice, the Public Service Commission may take final action on
the application Z ; J “wrah
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* for Sat., March 2

The annuall Hometown

ﬂﬁuemsmg
ﬂilﬁmrzunnu

PEAKING OF

Craft qur srated

\Spnng “Craft Fair \vﬂl be 9
am -4 pum. Saturday, March 2,
at theMorgm County Wellness
_|Cenler_un Route 7, |

Just in time for Eusler,
Mother’s Day and Father’ 's
Day shiopping, over S0 local
wilt be nfferlug the.

“rochet and knitted iters,
L Qullr\ and quilred items.
ol art paintings and

ivelbarn wuu{l ifens,
* Baked Qnods"a :
em‘h

Hometown Sprmg 1

Fiscal court dlscu_SSes
efforts to updafe the
county S road system

B_) eranda M,(,anlrell
'T h_e_-Mu[g:m County Fis-

now they are out of the s'yslen_i
for some reason, We don't
know why that happened. But
x4 We.»xlfl wmk on it and try to gc:
it up to dal iy
lud,gc Gazay further ex- o
e the road udopl‘on pro-

discussion regdrdmg the need
o update the county's road

[ (The roads| gol Vol cd on
_hul there’s a prm.css
< 1{)( {0 80 thr m}tﬁf”
#

You've gol 10 2o
t rea Devel-
aﬁd then they

! 1
L i state system. Then

911 has 1o put it on nhm“

map. Far \ume reas h'gg

was voted on,gu[ uverloo
Jnga Gazay also noled

Bradley had not Iocate‘_ an’

mecting mmules.m_(_n_q:ca(e‘

that the court had dppm\)ed

removal nf rhose ruads

the syﬁlcm_ g

Linda has bcex_Pwork.ln.gl

R

on rymg w compil c*all }lns\i

but i take

tu get

bc-.rure nuu

prcacnled Lo\m members R Lh
an exfensive i|~.l uﬂ?"uds com:

(Y
into the counl ro‘ud'sysrem.
: Bmdlc) informed vhe
that the Jdoptlnn proce
never beenicnmplete(l tor the

& Jl.la[ gumg to ha»c

“See c ()ka, Pn:ge 5

m\..
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Rates ...

(Continued From Page One)

Bistrct's suse increase hiy-
tury, PSC cilsts, pur fegulh-
tions, snd cufrent projecta.il
will libel pach paragraph with
the specific topic that will be
diseussed. 1o help you' berter
nvigate this post.

Who We Are

Wiiile the Fiscal Cour/
Judite Executive and the Water
District are closely involved,
WE are two separnie enlities,
The Judge Executive appoints
commissiopess with the ap-
provil of the nscal cour, The
Wiiter District provides it own
hudget and receaves o funding
Trom the county. (utirevente is
stricily based onthe watermtes
atul-nin-water fees ancluding
lite ehilirges, Cut-off chirges
and peryige fecs. Our bonrd
members are all voluntesty, fot
phid commissioners; a5 'they
hiive refused the offer

A Brief Rate History For
MCWD

MOEWD formed in 1992
urid there is no record showimg
uny rate ancrcasen made for
the company until 2016, The
rate incregsen that wete made
from 1992-2016 were all pass-
Lhtqu)n rales thal were necided
dug 10y the increase in the cost
Qf- purs.hu.m! watez and when
Lr‘a‘BA bonds were fasued.

mereases didnoghelp thie
cotnpuny s oz
hor costy on tepre
n 2006, MCWD proposed a
rate inCrease for 159 and when
the PSC told usif wakirecom-
miended t ke the inirease
155 we denied he extra [0%
atthe time. A year later, were:
alized that we needed the extrs
10 but were then denied by
the PSC, Thi: PSC then miade
it & requircment that we thke

the rute that they ecommend!

iz from here forwird! 1n 2019,
wur witer oss vein 605 wnd the
S resned w0 uppear belore
them 1o discuss our financial
situdlitn and our water. loss,
After this discussion, we were
ordered to begin \uhmlltu!s afl
atdjusted rate cuse every thiee
to four vears and (o file a rate
case withinane year of the final
order. By the end of 2020 we
were able to file our rate’ case
atl ithe PSC orderse that we
?m\&q__wmw 85537 for

A

Clse Ihal will be able 11y helpirs.
4Y A company, bc;m to ke
the needed chinges th give you
the beur quility witer, We were
uble to work with i third party.
1o help ti come. g with wrate
inerease thatwall Allow us i ac-
~omplish this goal Smee 900

abvur custumers hive 3% fuch
meter, | wauld like 1o provide
& imthemutical breakdewn of
How, this rale increass’ Will af-
fectthe firet 2000 gallons (sed.

Currently the rate iy $31 80
lor 2000 gallons of waler,
Breaking this down you are
paying S0 (1 for every pullon
of water. t

2] BN = () DF20e5

The propused tate ik $44.90
for 2,000, gallons of water.
Brenking this down vl are
paying $0.02 for every gullon
of wites.

44.99,2000 = ) .022495

This is a $13 difference
for the minimum bill, bt it s
just over hall £ cent more plr
pallon,

Q0223950 015045
DG5S

Issues To Address
e Hve lieard siine bick:

bout this new, increase
p toward paying for new
trucks, our pew building and
thit aur emplovess and cou-
missianers are ceitine dic-

more convenient for the public,
to prevent theft and to allow
our employees to have enough
spce 1o be able to wurl‘rm
ciently. Ous company ve-

less expensive und prevents iis
from spending extra on mam-

tenance custs; All employees
and commissioners are subject
t the snme rate and feck as
everyone else inithe piblic, 2y
we have 1o follow the statues
of our tarifffor e very clistomer

With vout continued set-
vice and the hard work of our
emplayees we hive been ahle
10 decrease oiir watet loss and
tave been able to drop the sur-
chirge from your hills 'With
this mite increase we will be
able 10 continie our hiard work
and have the funds needed 1o
vomplete onr goal of making
site you have clean, fresh water
every dav,

Uwant to! thank vou for
tuking: the time ‘10 mul this
pest el 1f you have any, fur-
thet qucmum and would Tike
to talk with me about them,
please domot hesitate to call
the office and schedule an ¢ -
pointment. Flense I

L -
hitles ure leased through Fleet
Beoalibe we tisve found(it fo be

Minutes ...

{Consinued From Page One)

order list. (Shediff's office
vehicle operation and mainte-
nance has been added ‘to the
standing order Jist ) Passed with
a molion by Eric Pelfrey and a
second by Brandon Evans,

Vore — Unanimaus ves

- MOTION PASSED — Ap-
proval to adopt on: second
reading Budgel Amendment #8
in the amount of $716,303 56.
Passed with a motion by Tom-
my Fanpin and a second by
Donnie Keeton

Voie — Unanimous ves.

» MOTION PASSED —Ap-
proval of Emergency Budget
Amendment #9 in the amount
of $12 207.88. (Sheriff’s addi-
tional excess fees ) Passed with
amotion by Brandon Evans and
a second by Tormmy Fannin,

Vote — Unanimous yes

* MOTION PASSED - Ap-
proval of Fiscal Year 2024 Bud-
get Transfer #10 in the amount
of $152,219.97. Passed with
motion by Brandon Evans and
a second hy Tommy Fannin

Vote — Unani

tht the cimentmate case 1s still
il the process, o oimbers are
definite, and the rite 15 subject
15 chiange. Belgw i cofltaet in-
Tormation that oould be helpful
Lo ol and tir current and pass
cines with'the PSC so you cun
sechow Hius process works and
better understand where your
maney % Eoing.
Shanncn Flam
Genernl Manager
* Office numben (B06-743:
1204

_» PSC huimbes T-8K770--

4636

= PSC w rhuu: Thitp://pst
o

Past Uases

= 2N (NS

» 219400041

* 220400386

* 202100206 -

Current Rate Case
= 202300010

.

Drive ...

(Continued From Page One)
pitals will need a blood

transfision for everything from
talmas. 1o prematine. births,

lsurgerics, orgnn transplants,

diseases snchas cancer and
sickle cell disenses, and /5o
much more. Kentucky Blood
Center, through' the - generous
donation of blood from donors,

O e
15 100 miore thiss 70 hmp.unl.s
 Kentue

kY.

Blood dunors must be at
least 17 vears old (16 with ph-
rental consent), weneh ur Teist
lmpuunds,be i g:mxu,md
Bealth; show &'photo 1D, und
ttieet additional requirements.
Sialcen-year-tld demprs mu.n
have & signed parental permi
st slip, which can be frﬂll:ld
At kyhloodeenter.arg,

Appointments are preferred
but walk-ing are welcome.
Tu sehedule a donation, vis-
it kybloodeenter.org or cali
HOXLTT5:2522)
About Kentucky Blood

L&

enter

Celebrating 55 years 0f sav-
ing lives in Kentucky, KBC is
the largest independent, full-
service, nonprofit blood center
it Ketiiucky, Livensed by the
FDA KBC's sole purpase t4 o
sollect, process and distribute:
blood for putients in'Kenuch

= MOTION PAS.SED -
Ratification of prior period
expenditures for WEX and Elan
Financial services, Passed with
a motion by Eric Pelfrey and a
second by Brandon Evany

Vote — Unanimous ves

* MOTION PASSED — Ap-
proval [toaccept and expend
the Search and Rescue grant
funds as presented. (The Mor-
gan County Rescue Squad has
been a Kentucky Seanch and

Rescue Grant; An invoice in the
amount of $1,067 88 was the
pruposed purchase of equip-
ment was presented.) Passed
with a motion by Brandon
Evans ind a second by Tommy
Falinun.

Vote — Unanimous ves,

= MOTION PASSED - Ap-
provalto mneresse the silanes
of the Mtwgan County mag-
istrates and coroner by the
current Consumer Price Index
rate of 3. 4%, (Communication
with the Office of the Gover-
nor indicates that the CPI had
increased and could be applied
to the salazies of clected uffi-
cials including magistrates and
coruners.) Passed with a motion
by Tommy Fannin and 4 second
by Donnie Keeton,

Vote — Unanimous ves

* MOTION PASSED —
Approval 1o pay Jailer James
Easterling and Magistrates
Leroy Phipps and Donnie
Keeton training incentive pay
of 85,152,68 cach. i They have
completed the rtqulrcd 40
hours of training for 2024.)
Pussed with a motion by T.eroy
Phipps anid a second by Tommy

‘Fannin:

Vote —- Yes: Brandon Evans,
Tommy Funnin, Jim Gazay and
Eric Prifrev. Abstain: Donnie
Keeton and Leroy Phipps.

* MOTION PASSED -
Approval 10 pay Magistrates
Eric Pelfrey and l'ornmy Fan-
nin their lrammg incentive
pay of $2,376.34 for 2024
Passed with a motion by Don-
e Keetoin and a second by
Leray. Phipps.

Vore — Yes: Brandon Evans,
Jim Gazay, Donnie Keeton and

Lerory Phipps. Abstain; Tommy
Fapni und Erii Pelfres.

* MOTION PASSED ~ Ap-
proval pay Hutch Ford/Lincoln
$49.239 far the-3/4 ton pickup
truck following: the court’s
acceptaniee of the dealership’s
bid in January. Passed with a
molion by Eric Pelfrey and a
second by Donnie Keeton.

Vore — Unanimous ves,

* MOTION PASSED -
Approvai to pay Worldwide
Equipment $179 630 for a 2024
Kenworth T480 tandem truck,
{The purchase of this truck was
previously approved by court
The road department picked up
the truck on Feb. 22.) Passed
with a motion by Tommy Fan-
nin and seconded by Donnie
Keeton

Voie — Unanimous yes,

* MOTION PASSED -
Approval to pay ER assist
$22.320.80 for Catepory Z
administrative work on FEMA
DR-4711 (flooding in 2023),
Passed with a mation by Tom-
my Fannin and a second by
Donnie Keeton,

Vote - Unanimous ves.

= MOTION PASSED - Ap-
prosn! 1o pay Walker Con-
struetion $143 53550 for pav-
ing tone on White's Branch.
Passed with a motion by Bran-
don:Evans and a second by
Donitic Keeton.

Vote — Unanimous yes,

* MOTION PASSED -
Ratification of paid vendor
claims Passed with a4 motion
by Brandon Evans and a second
by Erc Pelfrey.

Vote — Unanimous yes

¢« MOTION PASSED -
Approval of unpaid verdor

YARI
SAL]

FRIDAY,
MARCH 1
SATURDAY
MARCH 2
FARM HOUS
KIDS CLOTHE
LOTS MORE.

Glenn Ave.
605

claims, Passed with a it
by Brandon Evans and a s
by Tommy Fannin
Vote — Unanimous vea
*MOTION PASSED:
tion to adjourn the mer
Pissed with 2 motion by
Pelfrey and'a second by
don Evans
Vote — Unanimous ye:
Additional Informat
For additional infornt
regarding Morgan Count:
cal Court activities, call |
Executive Jim Gazay at
3897 or visit his office 1
county government build
450 Prestonsburg St

“‘_
Morgan County Water District
CUSTOMER NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the Morgan County Water District expects to file an application with t
Kentucky Public Service Commission on or about February 21, 2024, seeking approval of a propos
adjustment to its water rates. The proposed rates shall not become effective until the Public Servi
Commission has issued an order approving these rates.

Asdnch x
b Birst 2,000 Gations
(. Next 3,000 Gafons
Next' * ° 5000 Galors
| Next 5000 Gallars
| Over 15,000 Galors
1-inch Meine
Firat 5000 Gallors
Next 5,000 Gallons
Next 5000 Gations
| Over 15,000 Gallors
2-inch Metar
First 15,000 Gallons
Over 15,000 Galions
J 6-nch Meter
| First 100,000 Galiors
| Over 100000 Gallons
4-reh Meter Whokaaie

Cl.mn'l Marthly Raies

gt i Min Bil
"5 ooftes R&fﬁ’hﬂ
§ 001100 perGalon
§ 001015  per Galon
$ 000923  perGallon
$ 6762 M Bil
$ 001100  perGalion
$ 001015 perGalon
$ 000929 per Galion
§ 17183 Min Bul
3 000929 perGalon
§ 96303 MBIl
3 000929 perGalon
§ 000452 perGallon

Diflerences
2 Rates Dokar

$74488 M8 - 8 1340500 elasgl v,
s dojsen’ S oposs 41w
$ 001547 $  Dpoddr 415
§ 001427 $ 000412 41%
$ 001306 $ 000377 41%
$ 9537  Min But 5 2775 41%
$ 001547  perGaiion $ 000447 41%
$ 001427  per Gallon ‘§ 000412 41%
$ 001306 perGalion $§ 000377 41%
§ 24245 Min Bl $ 7052 41%
$ 001306 perGalion $ 000377 41%
$ 135790  Min Bit $ 39487 41%
$ 001306 perGalion §$ 000377 41%
$ 000837 per Galion $ 000185 41%

If the Public Service Commission approves the proposed rates, then the average customer bill impact
bilt for each meter class will be as shown in the table below

r

Current and Proposed Customer Bills

KBC provides services in 90
Kentucky counties and has
donae centers i Lexinglon,
Lowsvilie, Frankfon, Pikeville.
Somerset and the Tri-County)
area (Corhin).

3/4-inch x 5/8-Inch Meter
1-Inch Meter

Average Current Curmrent
Monthly Monthly Monthiy Differerces
Usage Rates Rates Dallar Percentage
3,020 $ 4399 3 62 00 $ 18m 41%
K23R1 LY 71 R1 e 1N1 928 L A0 4K P



U7 but were then demed by
the PSC The PSC then made
1t a requirement thut we take
the rate that they recommend
us from here forward. In 2019,
our water Joss was 60% and the
PSC 1ssued us to appear before
then to discuss our financial
situation and our water loss
After this discussion, we were
ordered 10 begin subontting un
adjusted rate case every three
to four years and Io file a rate
case within one year of the final
order, By the end of 2020 we
were able to file our rate case
and the PSC ordered that we
have, a sprgharge of 8587 for

adf BRI et Luss

This year we are filing arate
case that will be able to help us.
as a company, begin to make
the needed changes ta give you
the best quality water. We were
able 10 work with a third party
10 help us come up with a rate
increase that will allow us to ac-
complish this goal, Since 99%
of our customers have a % inch
meter, | would like to pravide
a mathematical breakdown of
how this rale increase will af-
fect the first 2,000 gallons used

Currently the rate is $31.89
for 2,000 gallons of water
Breaking this down you are
payng 3001 for everv gallon
of waler

31.89:2000 = 0015945

The proposed rate 1s $44 99
for 2,000 gallons of water.
Breaking this down vou are
paying $0.02 for every gallon
of water,

44.99/2000 = ().022495

This is a $13 difierence
for the nunumum bill, but it 18
just over half a cent more per
galion

0.022495-0.015945 =
0.00655

Issues To Address

We have heard some back-
lash aboul this new increase
gong toward paying for new
trucks, our new butlding and
that our employees and com-
missioners are getting dis-
counts on water, [ would like to
address these issues 10 provide
you with clarification on how
this money is being allocated
Our new building is going
1o be built fully with grant
money, not from our revenue
accounts (your payroents), We
are relocating (o be able to be

ky.goy
Past Cases
* 2016-00068
 2019-00041
« 2020-10386
* 2021-00206 -
Current Rate Case
* 2024-00010

.

Drive ...

(Continued From Page One)
pitals will need a blood

transfusion for everything from
traumas to premature births,

isurgeries; organ - transplants,
i diseases such.as cancer and

sickle.cell diseases; and so
much more. Kentucky Blood
Center, through the generous
donation of blood from donors,
provides lifesaving blood prod-
ucts ro more than 70 hospitals
in Kentucky
Blood donors must be at

least 17 years old {16 with pa-
rental consent), weigh at least
110 pounds, be in general good
health, show a photo 1.D, and
meet additional requirements
Sixteen-year-old donors must
have a signed parental permis-
sion slip, which can be found
at kybloodcenter org

Appointments are preferred
but walk-ins are welcome.
To schedule a donation, vis-
it kybloudeenter.org or call
8007752522

About Kentucky Blood

Center

Celebrating 53 years of sav-
ing lives in Kentucky, KBC is
the Jargest independent, full-
service, nonprofit blood center
in Kentucky. Licensed by the
FDA,KBC's sole purpose is to
collect, process and disiribute
blood for patients in Kentucky
KBC provides services in 90
Kentucky counties and has
donor centers in Lexington.
Louisville, Frankfort. Pikeville,
Somerset and the Tri-Couaty
area (Corbin)

the school curricuium.,

Mount Carmel / Index Church

Preschool Enroliment

Mount Carmel Christian School has joined
with Index Community Church to start a pre-
school at our church facilities for the 2024-
2025 school year. Community interest is be-
ing surveyed for the sixth grade and additional
grade levels. Local certified teachers will pro-
vide hands-on instruction, grading and men-
toring as well as utilizing biblical principles in

If you wish to enrolt your child or gather more
information contact Mount Carmel at 772-828-
9298 or 606-666-6008 or 858-582-9346.

Morgan County Water District
CUSTOMER NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the Morgan County Water District expects to file an application with t
Kentucky Public Service Commission on or about February 21, 2024, seeking approval of a propos
adjustment to its water rates. The proposed rates shall not become effective until the Public Servi
Commission has issued an order approving these rates.

- Oiflerences
34-irch x 5/8-inch Matsr Cumem Montuy Rates = osed y Rates Dofar
Flgt | 2000 Galars § 3189 MinBil $ Ma89 MinEm 3 1310 LR
Next 3000 Galors $ OD1186. perGafon’ ~§'UO16SE" ppfGulon. S OGoAN2 L T
Ned. 5000 Galos. § 001100 perGalon  § 001537 perGalon  §  0.00447 H%
Next 5000 Calors  § 001015 perGalon  § 001427 perGaion $ 000412 1%
Owr:  1500C Galore  $ 000928 perGaon  § 004306 perGason § 000377 41%
1-nch Meter

[ Fmt 5000 Galons § 6762  Min Bil § 9537 MinBil L3 27175 41%

l Next 5000 Gators  § 001100 perGalon  § 001547 perGalon  $ 000447 41%

| Next 5000 Galors $ 001015  perGalon $ 001427  per Gallon § 000432 41%

i. Ovar 15,0000 Galors $ 000928 perGaton $ 001306 perGallon $ 000377 41%

| 2-ch Meter |
First 15000 Gallons  $ 17193  Min Bil $ 24245 Min Bil H 7052 41%

‘ Ower 15000 Gallons ~ § 000929 perGalon  § 001306 perGalon  § 000377 41%

'| 6-Inch Meter
Fist 100000 Galons  § 96303  Min Bil $ 135790 Min Bil $ 38487 41%

‘ Ower 100000 Galos  § 000929 perGalon  $ DO0I306  perGalon $ 000377 41%

| 4nch Meter Whossae

‘ $ 000452 perGalon  § 000637 perGalion $ 000185 41%

If the Public Service Commission approves the praposed rates, then the average customer bill impact
bill for each meter class will be as shown in the table below

Currert and Proposed Customer Bills
| Average Cument Current
| Monthly Morthly Morithly Diffe
Usage Rates Rates Dollar Pemceriage

3/4-inch x 5/8-Inch Meter 3020 5 4393 § 6200 § 1801 41%
1-nch Meter 5,381 $ 7181 § 10126 $ 2945 41%
2-inch Meter 132045 § 125928 $ 177108 § 51178 41%
6-inch Meter 94726 § 91403 $ 128002 § 37499 41%
4-inch Meter Wholesale 523333 $ 236547 $333363 § 96816 41%

The rates contained in this notice are the rates proposed by Morgan County Water District. Howeve
the Public Service Commission may order rates to be charged that differ from these proposed rates. Suc
action may result in rates for. consumers other than the rates shown in this notice. Morgan County Watt
District has available for irispection at its office the application which it submitted to the Public Servic
Commission. A person may examine this application at the District’s office located at 1009 Highway 17.

West Liberty, KY, 41472, You may contact the office at (606) 743-1204. A person may also examine th
application at the Public Service Commission’s offices located at 211 Sower Boulevard, Frankfori
Kentucky, 40601, Monday through Friday, 8:00 am. to 4:30 p.m., or through the Public Servic
Commission’s website at http://psc.ky.gov. Comments regarding the application may be submitted t
the Public Service Commission through its website or by mail to Public Service Cémrnission, PO Box 61°
Frankfort; Kentucky, 40602. You may contact the Public Service Commission at 502-564-3940. A perso:
may submit a timely written request for intervention to the Public Service Commission, PO Box 61%
Frankfort, KY, 40602, establishing the grounds for the request including the status and interest of thi
party. if the Public Service Commission does not receive a written request for intervention within thirt
(30) days of the initial publication of this notice, the Public Service Commission may take final action ol
the application.

e d




lﬁ_ur-rp’-ﬂlll

et |

facobocoi

--------------

Morgan County Cougars - 2024 62nd District Champions | Morgan County Lady Cougars - 2024 62nd.
Photo by William LeMaster | : Photo by Chris Smith

| = S

Eli Griffith scores 19 as Cougars win

Lady Cougai's g

District Champions

(1) béck-to-back with

back-to-back district titles ' championship victory over Elliott Co.
|

Asher Gamble seals victory with four FT’s By David Patrick with a combined 49 points and
¥ Emma Clinger put up 14 Ism = sty
By David Patrick becluie that wils ai cxtrentely  of the first quarfer belng the J poiits to lead a balanced scor- Lousars
i

e % e the Lady after one quarter and 26 — 20
e Beon id thuis nothine _Bhysical game thattookevery- Irgest of the giie. Morgur | 194 Bck as the Lady Cougers B

Brangers said. “We've battled
a lot of adversity this season
with how tough our schednle
is and the amount of injuries
we've had - But they showed

iE



sickle cell discases, and so
much more. Kentucky Blood
Center, through the generous
donation of bload from donors,
provides lifesaving blood prod-
ucts {0 more than 70 hospitals
in Kentucky,

Blood donors must be at
least 17 years old (16 with pa-
renlal consent), weigh al least
110 pounds, be in general good
heaith. show a photo I.D, and
mecet additional requirements
Sixleen-year-old donors mast
have a signed parental permis-
sion slip, which can be found
at'kybloodcenter.org,

Appointments are preferred
but walk-ins are welcome
To schedule a donation, vis-
it kybloodcenter.org or call
R00.775.2522

About Kentucky Blood

Center

Celebrating 55 years of sav-
ing lives in Kentucky, KBC is
the largest independent, full-
service, nonprofit blood center
in Kentucky. Licensed by the
FDA,KBC's sole purpose is to
collect, process and distribute
bloud for patients in Kentucky.
KBC provides services in 90
Kentucky counties and has
donor centers in Lexington,
Louisville, Frankfort, Pikeville,
Somerset and the Tri-County
area (Corbin).

/ Index Church

Enroliment

ian School has joined
+ Church to start a pre-
facilities for the 2024-
mmunity interest is be-
«th grade and additional
rtified teachers will pro-
tion, grading and men-
ing biblical principles in

wr child or gather more
wnt Carmel at 772-828-
! or 858-582-9346.

[/TRéx 4 5000 ““Galtors $ 001100  perGallon § 001847 " perGaidn” s b0Dda7 i
Next 5000 Gallors $ 001015 perGalion $ 001427  per Galion $ 000412 41%

_ Over 15,000 Gallors $ 000925 perGalon § 001306 perGalon § 000377 41%

|
1-inch Mater

_ First 5,000 Gallons : ] 6762 Mmn Bill 5 9537 Min Bil 5 27175 41%
Next 5,000 Gallors $ 001100 perGalion $ 001547  per Gallon 5 000447 41%
Next 5000 Gailons § 001015 perGailon $ 001427  perGalion 3§ 000412 41%
Over 15000 Gallors §$ 000929 perGalon $ 001306 perGalion § 000377 41%
2-inch Meter
First 15,000 Gallors s 17192  Min 81l $ 24245 Min Bil $ 70.52 41%
Over 15,000 Gallons $ 000928 perGalon $ 601306  parGalion $ 000377 41%
6&-lnch Meter

| First 100,000 Galions $ 96303 Min Bl $ 135780 Min Bil $ 39487 41%
Over 100,000 Gallons $ 000928 perGalion § 001306 perGalion § 000377 41%
4-inch Meter Wholesale

$ 0.00452 perGallon $ 0.00637 parGallon $ 000185 41%

If the Public Service Commission approves the proposed rates, then the average customer bill impact
bill for each meter class will be as shown in the table below

Current and Proposed Customer Bills
Average Current Current
Morthly Morthiy Monthly Differences
Usage Rates Rates Dallar Percentage
3/4-Inch x 5/8-inch Meter 3,020 $ 4389 § 62.00 s 18101 41%
| 14nch Meter 5,381 $ 7181 § 10126 3 2945 41%
2-inch Meter 132045 § 125928 $ 177106 § 51178 41%
8-Inch Meter 94726 § 91403 $ 128902 § 37499 41%
4-inch Meter Whalesale 623333 §$ 236547 § 333363 § 96816 41%

The rates contained in this notice are the rates proposed by Morgan County Water District. However,
the Public Service Commission may order rates to be charged that differ from these proposed rates. Such
action may resultin rates for consumers other than the rates shown in this notice. Morgan County Water
District has available for inspection at its office the application which it submitted to the Public Service
Commission. A person may examine this application at the District’s office located at 1009 Highway 172,

West Liberty, KY, 41472. You may contact the office at (606) 743-1204. A person may also examine the
application at the Public Service Commission’s offices located at 211 Sower Boulevard, Frankfort,
Kentucky, 40601, Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., or through the Public Service
Commission's website at http://psc.ky.gov. Comments regarding the appfication may be submitted to
the Public Service Commission through its website or by mail to Public Service/ Commission, PO Box 615,
Frankfort, Kentucky, 40602. You may contact the Public Service Commission at 502-564-3940. A persan
may submit a timely written request for intervention to the Public Service Commission, PO Box 615,
Frankfort, KY, 40602, establishing the grounds for the request including the status and interest of the
party. If the Public Service Commission does not receive a written request for intervention within thirty
{30) days of the initial publication of this notice, the Public Service Commission may take final action on

the application
C 22227
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Advernsing
fpportunity

Upcoming events
at the Morgan Co..
-Extension Gfﬁce

743-3292 for more information
or email murgdn.ul@uk) edu.

Thursday, Mnl"ch 14 -
County E\ren\lon Council,

-hs.iammn Office, 5:30 pmy;

n!.t Liberty Hom:makccl.
Club, Extension Office,
. Monday, March 1§ —
Towne ‘N Country Homemak-
ers Club, Extension Office, 5
m, Fatiners Market Tra
tﬁmumn Office,

4 by the
‘Extension Qfﬁ.cL ‘Contuct

Faulkner, Kara

On Wednesday, Marsch 6,
New Vision Recovi .E enter
hosted a black ballon cer-

|
emony in memory of those lost

u)dmgovmlos

TEC Amndi Pack Nichols |
made the tol]owmg remirks al ||

the ceremony. which was held
\\uIs1de the Tndex Community
Center.

“Today, we gather 1o shed

light on the sobering issue of

hlack balloon overdose .

B D TRy T SN A

Pictured left to l‘Elph‘f are Ethan, Kelsi, Stacy*and Brandon 8alr. Amy V
Joshua Skidmore, Robert Nichols, Amand& Njchu[s, Jess|ca
Minix, George Perkms Tern Taylor, Benjamin Conners and Mary Cantrell

Ceremony memorializes
those lost to drug overdose

.prdmmmtﬁgwnln.'&u Week's

| u:‘r::m

Water District board
hears comments on
rate increase proposal
Magistrites Pelfrey and Fannin, Sheriff Motley,

othi cnnurned dtlzens 4

id; Ky. Rural Water

Assoclallon representatlve answers questions

' repoet thig avent i two inseall
meriesy e qectind !su.rfaﬂm-

seury will ippear in the: Jﬁm'il'
pocdd Mm{ T

nr'ihdrqfc-w

nk you, as alwavs, for

'hﬂfﬂhx Ihe Courier.
— Miranda

By Miranda M. Cantrell
Morgan County Water Dis-
| baird

E%HT()R’S NOTE %?l(fs( \:uD Board Chair Brian
lawing: if i purtal - Wells ¢ :dmcumlingwu\-'
Geeounrof the Mg Cpinty  dex 4e4-30 pn with
Wawﬂiam_ Emeeting Treasirer Zachary Engle, and

cunedicted o the aft Gommy Steve Clark
i Monday larch 11 and Raina Helton in attendance .

Due to time amd space con- The. tosnd’s third commis-
| straints, we have devided 1o v Gunnell ln'h'od'_

Elam announced ‘that Bat
Miller — lead contractor with
the Kentucky Rural Water
Association {KRWA) - would
mc%a questions. segarding

e
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Board ...

(Continued From Page One)

state,”" Miller said. "My job
working for them is to handle
the paperwork that it 1akes to
deal with the Public Service
Commission. The Kentucky
Division of Waler provides
grant funds to the KRWA, and
KRWA uses those grant funds
to do rate studies

“I have just a couple of
things [ want the public to know
hefore | hear them out. First of
all, sending an application for
4 waler rate increase is nothing
that this board initiated; 1t is
required to do this because the
PSC ordered them to do 1t — and
said, ‘It's'time to do another
rale study,”

*This board — al} it can do
Is subnut the application with
the information that the PSC
calls for “They didn't come up
and say; "You think we can gel
40 percent off of these people?’
No, it"s nothing like that, They
have a set of forms that have to
be filled vut with the informa-
tion that the PSC requires. They
fill thal out and wm itin "

Miller further noted that he
would discuss “further aptions™
that he felt were not adequalely
explained to the hoard members
during their previous eeting,
but stated that he first wished
hear cornments the public.

Public Comments

A local citizen who 1denu-
fied himself as Alex Stacy took
the floor to discuss water qual-
ity 1ssues al his home on Hwy.
181 in conjunction with the
proposed rate increase.

“Til star,” Stacy said “*Four
months agu, water lincs were
replaced up 191. Ever since,
my waler has Jooked like one
percentimlk coming out of my
faucet —.. | called numerous
times to le1 this be known, and
I wus told:*Iv's airin vour Iine.

“After four monthis, ‘air in
my lines’ is i bit of a streich
- and you want 10 1ncrease Lhe
rale by 41 percent? That's oul-
rageous. Al least get vur waler
drinkable. | spend double now
on drinking water than what |
spend on whal's coming oul of
my faucer.”

Stucy noted that he is an
cmployee of Fredenick & May
Constructiun, and that he had
taken off from work 1o attend

" isalie i Bis G hoine and

identified MCWIYs document-
cd water loss in recent years
4s an area of concern before
atldressing the proposed rate
incteasce.
“Concerning the | wiler rate]
rajse, every yearlgel o modesi
infredse. un' my. retirement.”
Jenkins said. “This vear T'jost

L8O My insurance wenf tip 10

percent. My coverage on my
sife wentup 13 (o 15 percent

" ol got'd riise Bvery time

- geraraise, | gointhe hole - So
this {water e ctesie] just
adds icung onthe cike "

Locabeitizen Joyce Pen-
fimgtin discussed billing issues
following a leak that she had
fepraired it her hoine

ki Teak and 1 gt A
humongous water hill,” Pen-
mngton said, “[fised the leak,
and' 1 get another humongous
winter hill The leik wis fived,
buli thev) told me it wah my
commoeds Jeakmg from jin the
MOWD dlfice ] So how could
they teflime thar when §'a guy
goounder the flogs and check
evervining” The Commode was
not leaking, but 1 seill ot o [sec-
ond] humbngows water Bl

Penninygion noted] that
MOCWE had recemtly instlled
anew waler meter. it ber homne

which Miller said could be

rale increase application had
not yet been sent to the PSC
prior 1o comments from Jocal
citizen Debora Stacy.

I don’t know how people
are guing Lo pay Lhat,” Stacy
sajd. “‘Because you have a 19
percent [national] inflation rate ,
We just talked (o people at the
[Hazel Green Food Project]
line who are on a fixed income,
Thineen dollars may not seem
like a big deal to a lot of people,
but it is a big deal to [food
pantry patrons]. They have to
determine whether they are
going to pay for water or pay
for medicine. That's the posi-
lion we're putting them in ...
Thal's crazy.”

Miller reilerated that
MCWD members “‘didn’t have
any say” in the 41 percent
ncrease

“The PSC 1old them they
had 10 send in an applicanon,”
Miller said. “We gave them
the forms and said here are the
numbers you have to putin ™

Magistrate Eric Pelfrey
asked Miller Lo clarify the
origins of the 41 percent rale
increase,

“Where did the 41 percent
increase come from?" Pelfrey
said, “Did it come from Ken-
tucky Rural Water? [ know you
did a water rate study. What
does thus water rate study en-
12il? Is it the finances of the wa-
ter distnct?1s it the water loss?
Whal does it break down to?"

Miller further explained the
process.

“The PSC says you've got
10 do a rate study and submit a
rate application,” Miller said
“There 15 a handful of things
they want to know. You've got
Lo set the rates based on the
marketplace .., The water dis-
trict has an exclusive franchise
to serve this area, so il doesn’t
getlo set its rates The state sets
the rates”

Miller stated that the rate
increase is based on financial
information from 2022, the Jast
full year the waler district had
submitted financial information
W the PSC — and that a sub-
sequent examination: of costs
includes operations and main-
tenance expenses, debt service
payments and depreciation.

“[The'PSC] wanis to know
what has happened since 2022
that 15 known and measurable,
and they requue [the water
distnet],lo fill in that informa-

. tionl” Miller said. “They. say .

Datal get
Ihh.

i SRt TALES W
difference Tin expenses] is thc
amouni of the rate gncrease

Additionally, Miller said
that PSC staffers would review
and verify his rate stdy num-
bers upoti recaiving the MCWD
applll.u.uo.rl efore uting other
points of consideration.

1| The PSC] knows that
41 peru:ni TEPIESEnls & rate
shocks! Miller vaid. “The test
hely ke s shat's fur, just and

reatbnable — and 41 percent i

one year Woilkd not e far. just
and :e«uunnhle Ser bt they
would wanvto di s decide hiow:
toremp something Tike that
in— if this is where (the' waler
district] needs 10 be and we
can'tget there in die step, So

bew nany. steps do wehlive do?-

“What does my gut tell me?
Lcin't speak on behall of the
PSC bot'T do this enoagh o
ay that 1 would gucss they are
froing to look at doing this aver
three years:™

Debora Stacy spoke ugain
regarding possible budget cuts
MCWID could make inlieu of
A mateancrease prior (o furnther
comments on the ampact of
Hepghiened eapenses from
Magistrate Pelfrey - who cited
an increased number of em-

loyees, s well as recent ve-
Elr.‘k and equipment |'Il.l.l:h.lt.1c5
Magistrale Pelfrey also in-

10 erecla new facility on Glenn
Avenue — noted in the Courier
both last year and last month —
employee Ashlee Mason cited
black mold. a leaking roof,
HVAC failnres and other issues
at the current building.

Elam told Mapistrate Pel-
frey thal the new building wil}
be fully funded with grant
money, while several audience
members inquired about the
possibility of renovating the
current facibity,

“So, thal lease you had, we
need (o see it,” Magismate Pel-
frey repbied, “'Because no one
can find jt."

Elam stated that he would
provide the lease agreement
10 the judge executive’s office
before discussing the rationale
for the new building.

“The whole point of the
new building is, one, we've
outgrown this building.” Elam
said. “Two, we have parts scal-
tered in two other buildings
throughout the county — across
the road, at the transfer station,
and we've had numerous thefis
there.”

Elam also cited the need for
a drive-thru window as well as
berter customer access

Mapistrate Pelfrey told the
Courier on March 12 thal he
had viewed a copy of MCWD’s
lease agreements with the fiscal
court, which Elam had pro-
vided lo Jndge Executive Jim
Gazay’s office,

The agreements. one for the
current office building on Hwy.
172, and one for a building
located on the transfer stadon
property, indicate that MCWD
leased both properties for a 10-
tal of $423.364.21 for 99 years

Linda Bradley — an employ-
ee of the judge execurive's of-
fice — confimmed that the funds
exchanged at that Lime were
MCWD insurance proceeds, as
Elam staled duning the meeting

‘The documents were signed
in February 2013 by fortmer
Judge Executive Tim Conley
and former MCWD Board
Chairman Roy Collett, and
natanized by Cynthia Monl-
gomery

These agrcements were
made prior 10 Elam’s MCWD
tenure, which began in 2019.

Elam outlined bis cfforts
to improve water service and
reverse water loss through vari-
ous programs and additional
employees, who he said drive

other polenua] issue

Local citizen Jessica Bowes
remumed to the waler rate in-
crease in her conunents to Bob
Miller

“So whal you're saying is,
the 41 percent increase is hap-
pening anyway." Bowes said.
“So it doesn’t matter about us
being here,”

Miller told Bowes — wiw
also asked how the rate increase
would improve waler quality ~
that citizens” input 1 critical to
the PSC's process,

“This board nceds to hear
what you have o say and con-
sider that when they submil the
application,” Miller said. "The
other piece of it 15 that it you
wan! your yoice 10 be heard
by the decision rakers — the
PSC - you've got to contacl
them ... Whal you are saying
here tonight is important for
me to hear and for the board
meinbers to hear. So you did
the right thing by coming, But
10 get Lo Lhe decision markers.
YouTve got lo get on the PSC
website and put your commients
on there.”

Miller also told Magisirate
Pelfrey that MCWD board
members cannot lower the rate
once approved by PSC, whose
staffers will issue a report (0
commissioners in four to six

b i ez, A

Kellacey

By Sandra Carpenter

March 12 — ‘Thought for
the week: When God opens a
door, don't doubt, Walk through
it with taith.

DOUBT - (To disbelieve,
lack, uncertain, fear, question
the truth),

We have all at one ume ot
another faced doubt in our lives
where we question something
we have been told or hesitate
10 believe

We also have seif doubt
when we don't have confidence
in ourselves

That is just human nature

In the Bible we read about
Abraham, one of God's chosen
He doubted that God would
give him a son. Moses doubted
God when he was chosen to
lead 'the people out of Egypt,
hecause he had a speech prob-
lern, Moses was insecure bul
God told him to not doubt and
he  gave Moses ability 10 do
miracles

John the Baptist doubled
Jesus at one point and senl his
disciples to ask the question
(Arte you the one or do we look
for another).

The disciples doubted (afier
Jesus had fed the 3,000 people)
when they had the 5,000 and
they asked how they could
feed them, Just imagine; they
walked with Jesus and went
around helping heal the sick
and still were uncertain of Jesus
‘s ability,

When they were in the
bout and the sionn came they
thought they would perish but
Jesus saved them. When Peler
gol vut the boat 1o walk on the
water he did fine unol he staned
tu doubt and sank, bul Jesus
picked him up

There are s0 many in the
bible who had doubr

When we deal with thoughts
of doubt we need w pray and
ask God for answers

We don't need to fear go-
ing to God because he already
knows evervthing. We need to
place our faith in the word of
God. Doubt is like a wave of the
sed that is driven and tossed by
the wind, What do I ¢o” Which
way do I'go?

When in doubt guote I can
do all things through him who
gives me strength " By trusting
God we can face our doubts and

The #mul Glhis lovs.md goto

Hope everyane is enjoying
our extra time of daylight, In
just a few duys SPRING will be
upon us. 8o glad, hope we have
an early spring with not 4 lot of
rain_ Easter lilies are coming
up frogs are out Can't wait till
nalure shows il's arrival with
buds springing out.

Tamera Tate visited over the
weekend with Barbara Carpen-
ter and the writer,

Betty Stewart visited with
Buarbara Carpenler and brooght
some KFC to enjoy.

The writer and Barbara Car-
penter were tn Morehead for an
appontment recently.

Prayers for all the sick and
those who have lost loved ones

If you have news you like
to have prinled you can email
me at andracarpenler9210@
ematl com

Event ...

(Conrinued From Page One)

floor of the West Liberty
City Hall op Main Street, is
dubbed the “Upper Room,” the
name laken from the Biblical
Book of Acts, chapler 2, where
the Holy Spirit fell upon the
carly Behevers in Jesus

A wonderfol bonus each
year has been the broadceast of

News Of
Record

PROPERTY TRANSFERS

« Shelby Elam to Gabriel L
Mann and Madison A. Mann —
1/4 acre more or less beginning
at a sat stone at the lower comer
of the yard tence at creek with
property address of 10439 Hwy.
191, Cannel City, Ky, $85,000,

+ Johnny D. Canirell and
Beverley lo Copperhead Valiey
LLC ~ Land located on Pelfrey
Branch of Elkfork near the Cas-
key line for exchange of $5,000
worth of timber,

« Marcella Davis Ratfiff and
Jeftery Ralliff to Jacab Dale Davis
—Land beginning at a poplar tree
at the line of Stanley Robinson,
thence a straight line to Hwy. 191
Love and affection.

- Donna Byrd to Jeffrey Smith
and Sim Shepherd — 50 acres
more or less beginning on lwo
sugar trees standing on the north
side of Licking River at the mouth
of small drain, and a comer to
tract deeded to E.L. Peyton ang
G M. Hamplon, $32,000.

- Ginger Henderson and Wil-
liam Henderson, David Fugeti
and Tammy Fugetl, Tammy Ham-
mitte, and Danny Fuget! and
Marilyn Fugett to Matthew Fugett
— Land on the waters of Hariey
Branch of Big Caney Creek Tract
1: Beginning near Lock Slacy line
containing 12 acres more or less
Tract |I: Beginning a comer be-
tween J.E. Stacy and J W. Slacy
containing 20 aeres iore or less.
Love and affection

CIRCUIT COURT

New civil suits — Madison
Wright vs, Jacob Vanderpool.
March 1; Christina Marie Smith
vs. Mark Wayne Hensley, March
7y

DISTRICT COURT.

New civil suits — Lauren N
Taulbee vs Derek A- Taulbse,
March 5; Carlie R, Slone vs. Mor-
gan T. Fugale, March 7; Portfolio
Recovery Associates, LLC vs.
Sarah Hastings, March 7; Veloc-
ity Investments LLC vs. Kenton
Taulbee, March 7,

ARRAIGNMENTS

Deborah Adkins - local city
ordinance - pre-trial conference
April 16

John B. Bailey — operating on
suspended/revoked operalor's
license, failure of non-owner
operator to maintain required
insurarice — pre-triaf canfersnce
April 9.

John Glenn Eldridge — no/
expired rogizfration platas, no/
expired Kenrucky regiatration
receipt — mdu ed Apiil 9

1. Elott - operating

pired registralion receipl -
scheduled April 16

Brandy Sue Harvey —
to produce nsurance cai
pleaded guilty, $50.

Charles May - assaufl {fc
degree domesilic violence;
injury) - case diverted for
months,

Tia Sallaz — parent/custo
send child to school — pre-
conference May 28,

Jessica Bayless - par
custodian send child to sche
pre-trial conlerence May 28

Shaina Sanders ~ par
custodian send child lo schc
pre-trial conference May 28

Marissa Christophel ~ 1
tive from another stale {war
required) — defendant wai
extradilion 1o Ohio

Pre-trial conference — L
Matthew Coilins — theft by un
ful taking (shoplittng) - plea
guilty, 30 days

Pre-Irial conlerence - B
Cletus Conley — violation of k
lucky EPO/DVO - reschedt
March 19,

Pre-trial conference - Dol
Keeton — public iritoxication ¢
contralled substance, resis
arrest, cnminal trespassing (1
degree) — rescheduled March

Pre-tnal conlerence — Jet
Keeton — assautt {fourth deg
domeslic violence; minor injur
pleaded guilty, 365 days; viola
of Kentucky EPO/DVO — plea
guilty, 365 days.

Preliminary hearing — \
liam H Kennard — possess
ol a controlled subslance (
degree, lirst offense; meth:
phetamine), operaling a m¢
vehicle under the influence
aleohol/substance — reschedt
March 18,

William McDowell — viota
ol Kenlucky EPO/DVO, hare
INg communications — pre-I
conference March 12

Pre-trial conference — Bol
Shepherd — operaling a mc¢
vehicle under the influence
alcohol/substance — lailed to
pear; bench warranl issued

Pre-trial conference — Tert
Basham — lhefl by unlawful t
ing over $500 bul under $1,C
— pleaded guilty, 365 days

Pre-1rial conference ~ Jac
M  Cantrell - driving on DI
suspended license (firs offen:
— jury tnal May 17

Pre-tnal conlerence — Da'
L. Collett— assautt (fourth degr
domeslic violence, minor injury
jury trial July 12

Pre-tnial’ conference — G
lvan Gilliam — operaling a mo
vehicle under the influence
alcohol — pleaded guity, $200,

Pre-trial conference — Bt
tie Caro! Perkins — improp

opera:

Jarry Fergusah = tailurn of
ownerto madintain required N
nnoa/sacyrity — pre-tial confer-
anco April 16

Jiiry. M| Farguson - nofex.

equipment, no/expired Kentuc
i ! o ﬂl]__

P
rnqulterd Tnattance — fury! U
May 17.

Pre-trial conlerence - Bel
Carol Perkins ~ failure of owr
to maintain required insurang
security, no/expired registrath

LENOX
NEWS

By Louise Caskey

March J1 — We extend
our deepest sympathy to the
families of Carolyn Duniel
Montgomery, Mary F. Nickell,
Mildred P. Smaliwood. Herman
Bailey, Junior Montgomery,
Carolyn Keeton-Burks, Belva
Helton, Roger Walson, Danny
Stevens, Virginia Wood., Low-
il M. Holbrook, Truman Hicks
(husband of Emily Johnson
Hicks, Knott Counly) and o
all others who have Jost loved
e

Giruce Ramey, o' student at
FL. West Coast University, R
Meyers FL recently visited for
along weekend with ber Tam-
114, M. and Mrs. Brad Runey,
Reagan and Carfre, and Mt
and Mrs. Dile DeHart and son
Drwight, of Fr. Mitchell,

Mrs. Josephine O'Neal re-
nc:sﬂv visted with her grand-

[ N

Tl
]

LU L e

) particip:
inuo!]e il fousteiment w
‘her Beachwod Middie Sche
tearn in which Carlie is a §
player, While there, they v
iled with Mrs. Linda Pasch
Kyle and North Paschal

Mirs. Josephine O'Neal w
a Sunday aftemoon visitor
her 1, Mr, and Mrs. Gz
Bolin,

HELLO 1o ail the reside
and staff of the West L
erty Nursing and Rehahilitat
Cenler

HOUSEHOLD HINTS

YOranges used for a fr
dish will peel niuch easier
placed in a bowl of boiling v
ter for 5-7 minutes. beloreha
which makes removing all |
white pulp much easier,

vReportedly, lemons w
last 3-4 weeks when sprinkl
with waler and refngerated
a plastic bag.

vIice a well oreased nv




* othe meciuig -

percent milk coming out of my
faucet .. I called numerous
times (o let this be known, and
Fwas wld,“It's airin your line."

“After four months, Tair in
my lines® is a bit of a stretch
- and you want 1o increase the
rate by | percent? That's out-
rageous, At Teunt Bel i Waler
drinkable. I'ipend double now
on drinking water thin wha |
spend on whit's coming out ot
my futcet™

Stacy noted that he 15 un
employee of Frederick & May
Construction. and that he had
Laken ofl me work Lo attend

§OTTO SELILS rates. J ne Staie Sets
the rates.”

Miller stated thal the rale
increase is hased on financial
information from 2022, the tast
full year the water district had
submutted financial information
10 the PSC — nd thist ‘& sub-
sequent examination of Losts
inciudes apempions and mpin-
tenance expenses, debt service
payineats and depreciatio

“[Thie PSC] wants 10
what has happened since 2022
that is known and measnable,
and they require [the water
dant] to fill in'that informa-

IVIA. YY L 10SUTANCE PIOCeea:
Elam staled during the meeting

The documents were signed
in February 2013 by former
Judge Executive Tim Conley
and: former MCWD Board
Chairman Roy, Colletr, and
nolarized by (ynLhJa Mont-
gomery

These agreements were
made privr to Elam's MCWD
tenure, which bepan in 2019,

Elam oultlined his efforts
o fmprove water service and
reverse water loss through var-
uus programs dnd additional
employee who he. suul drive

“Millet s, “They say | MWL

SeerERAr Hien Ralﬂgh !
kinnalsonddressed a silt buil
up ste in his own home and
identihed MCWD’s document-
ed water loss in recent vears
us an area of concern before
addressing the proposed rale
inetease.

Concerning the [water rate|
rawse, every year'get a modest
increase on my retirement,”
Jenkins saidt, “This year T lost

S80, My insurance went up [0 .

percent. My coverage on my

¢« wife went up [3'to |5 percent

— and | g0t a raise  Every lime
1 geturaise, | go in the hole, So
this [water rate increase| just
adds icing on the cake,”

Local eitizen Joyce Pen-
nington discussed billing 1ssues
following a lcak that she had
reparred at her home.

“I had a leak and I got a
humongous water bill,” Pen-
nngton sand. 1 fixed the leak,
and [ got anather humongous
water bill The leak was fixed,
but they told me it was my
commode leaking rom{in the
MCWD officc] So how could
they tell me that when I'a guy
go under the floor and check
evervthing? The conunode was
notfeaking, but I still gota jsec-
ond] humongous water bill

Pennington noted that
MCWD had recently installed
ancw water meter at her home
— which Miller said couid be
the cause of the significant
bill 1uerease, as the old meter
could have slowed and not have
correctly registered previous
amounts of water,

Peoningron dlso inquired
abour the proposed water rate
increase, prompting Miller o
note that MCWID board mem-
bers cannot sel rates

“The Public Service Com-
mission sets your rates,” Miller
said

LLocal) citizen Emmanuel
Humpton addressed other re-
cent waler rale Increases,

“Tns board wrned in a 41
percent increase [Lo the PSC),”
Hampton said “With that raise
we are Innkin; at about a 68
percent raise over the last year
and o half.”

Miller told Hamptan that the

amount of the rate inerease.”

Additionally, Miller said
that PSC staffers would review
and verify his rate sty num-
bers upoti receiving the MCWD
application before noting other
poinis of consideration.

“f{The PSC] knows that
41 percent represents a rate
shock.” Miller said, “The test
they use'is what's fair, just and
reasonable — and 41 percent in
one year would not be fair, just
und reasonable. So whal they
would want to do is decide how
Lo ramp something like that
in - if thes is where (the waler
district] needs to be and we
can't gel'there in one siep. So
how many steps du.we have do?

“What does my gut tell me?
[ can’t speak on behalf of the
PSC, but T do this enough to
say that | wonld guess they are
going 1o look at doing this over
three years,™

Debora Stacy spoke again
regarding possible budget cuts
MCWD could make in lieu of
a rate Increase pnor (o further
comments on the impacl of
heightened expenses from
Magistrate Pelfrey — who cited
an increased number of em-
playees. as well as recent ve-
hicle and equipment purchases,

Magistrate Pelfrey also in-
quired about MCWD’s lease
agreement with the fiscal court
for the current office building

“One of the things that was
in the paper was that this build-
ing is leased,” Pelfrey said
““This building was leased right
after the 1ornado on a one dol-
lar, 99-vear lease

(For readers’ clarification,
no ‘details of the lease ugree-
ment were included in the Feb
22 report Magistrate Pelfrey
referenced. His comments refer
to infarmanon from apother
source,)

MCWD General Manager
Shannon Elam stated that the
building was leased from the
fiscall court with inSurance
nuomes totaling approximately
$460.,000 received after the
2012 tomado - a statement with
which Board Chair Brian Wells
concurred

Elam also told Magistrate
Pelfrey that as the owner of the
building. the fiscal court pays
the associated utilities,

Magistrate Pelfrey repiied.
“So here's what I'm getting (0
Why are you building a new
building?"

o regard 10 MCWD's plans

SAUEATER dnd the

:d‘iﬁcwnce‘[ln expen! Jis Lhc

other pulcnnal issues..

Local citizen Jessica Bowes
retumed to the water rate in-
crease in her comments Lo Bob
Millec

“So what you're saying is,
the 41 percent increase is hap-

pening anyway,” Bowes said
“Sg it doesn't malter ubout us
being here.”

Miller told Bowes - who
alsv asked how (he rate increase
would improve waler quality—
thal citizens' input1s critical Lo
the PSC's process

“This board needs 1o hear
what you have to say and con-
sider thal when they submit the
application.” Miller said “The
other piece of 1L is thatsf you
waat your voice 1o be heard
by the decision makers - the
PSC - vou've gol to contact
them ... Whal you are saving
here tonight is important for
e to hear and for the board
members (o hear. So you did
the right thing by coming. But
w gel 10 the decision markers
Youlve got Lo get on the PSC
website and put your comments
on there.”

Miller also told Magistrate
Pelfrey that MCWD board
members cannol lower (he rite
once approved by PSC, whuse
staffers will issue a repon (o
commissioners in four to six
months,

“IThe MCWD bourd] will
get two weeks to tespond 1o
the staff report,” Miller said,
*“Then the PSC commissioners
will take 3 to 6 months [0 issue
final tale approvalj,

PSC Contact Information

MCWD cmployee Ashlee
Mason provided Kentucky
Public Service Commission
cantact information tu those in
allendance:

* Mail — Kenrucky Pub-
lic Service Commussion, 211
Sower Blvd., Frankforr KY
40602-3460

= Phone — 502-564-3940.

« Toll-Free Hotline — 1-K00-
772-4636.,

s Website — hirps.!/psc
kv.gov

PSC office hours are Mon-
day (hrough Friday, 8 am. to
Spm.

Additional lnformation

Citizens can inspect the
rate increase application (o the
Public Service Commission
in the Morgan County Water
District office located at (009
Hwy. 172 i1 West Liberty, or
contact water district officials
al 743-1204

LIGLE Q1€ 3V 1uany 1 e
bihle who had doubt;

When we deal with thoughts
of doubt we need 1 pray and
ask Go for answers,

We don't need to fear go-
ing Lo God because he already
knows cverything. We need to
place our faith in the word of
God, Doubt is like a wave of the
sea that is driven and tossed by
the wind What do [ do? Which
way do | go?

When in doubt gquaote ' can
do all things through him who
gives ne strength.” By trusting
God we can face our doubts and
e of his Jove and go 10

Hope OnE 15 CRJOYINE
our extr time ufdayligh{‘?n
Just a few days SPRING will be
upon us, So glad hope we have
spnng wnh nota lot of

nature shows it's arrival with
buds springing out

Tamera Tate visited over the
weekend with Barbara Carpen-
ter and the writer

Betty Stewan visited with
Barbara Carpenter and brought
some KFC 1 enjoy.

The writer and Barbara Car-
penter were in Morehead tor an
appointment recently.

Prayers for all the sick and
those who have lost loved ones

If you have ncws you like
to have printed you can email
me at andracarpenter9210@
ematl com

Event ...

(Continued From Page One)

floor of the West Liberty
City Hall on Main Streel, is
dubbed the “Upper Room.” the
name taken from the Biblical
Book of Acts, chapter 2, where
the Holy Spirit fell upon the
early Bebevers in Jesus

A wounderful bonus each
year hus been the broadcast of
the entire evenl on the MRTC
local access channel 54, Feed-
buck from the community has
been gratifying as a number
of folks have eapressed their
gratitude und pleasure al being
able 1o see friends and tamily
read from the Holy Scriptures
on TV,

This will mark the eighth
vear that MRTC has hroadcast
the event.

There are several examples
from the Scripures where the
Word of the Lord was read over
the nation of Israel to remund
them of who they belonged to,
and of the covenant that existed
between God Almighty and
His people. Itis our hope that
God will use the Bibie Reading
Marathon as vne piece of a plan
1o bring about a godly revival
for Morgan County,

Most of the “watches” are
yetto be filled. 1f your church,
Sunday School class, youth
£T0Up, WOmeN’s group, men's
group - or any group or club
from the communily - would
like to take part, please contac
Jamie Brunk at 606-438-6137
as soun as possible

Sarah Hastings; March 7; Veloc-

ity Investments LLC vs. Kenton

Taulbes, March 7.
ARRAIGNMENTS

Deborah Adkins - local city
ordinance — pre-lrial conlerence
April 16

John B. Baliay = operating on
susphndedirevoked operator's
license, failure of nan-owner
operator 1o mainlain required
insurance - pre-trial conlerence
Apn! 9,

Jdohn Glenn Eldndge ~ no/
expired registration plates, no/
expired Kenlucky registration
receipt — rescheduled April §

Amanda D. Ellioti — operating
on suspended/revaked opera-
tor's license faifure :exrender
revoked operator's licerise — re-
scheduled Jung'4." *

Jerry Fergusoh — failure of
owner to maintain required insur-

rance/securily — pre-irial confer-

ence Apnl 16
Jerry M. Ferguson - no/ex-

LENOX
NEWS

By lLouise Caskey

March 11 — We extend
our deepest sympathy to the
families of Carolyn Daniel
Montgomery, Mary F. Nickell,
Mildred P. Smallwood, Herman
Bailey, Junior Monigomery;
Carolyn Keeton-Burks, Belva
Hellon, Roger Watson, Danny
Stevens, Virginia Wood, Low-
ell M Holbrook, Trumao Hicks
(husband of Emily Johnson
Hicks, Knotl Counly) and to
all others who have lost loved
ones.

Grace Ramey, a student at
FL. West Coast University, Ft.

‘Meyers, FL, recently visited for

a long weekend with her. fam-
ily, Mr. and Mrs_ Brad Ramey,
Reagan and Carlie; and Mr,
and Mrs. Dale DeHart and son
Dwight, of Ft. Mitchell,

Mrs, Josephine O'Neal re-
cently visited with her grand-
son and family, Mr. and Mrs.
Evan O'Neal and chiidren,
Fian, Kase, and Batlee.

Mrs Linda Fowler and
daughter, Mrs. Kristen Hicks,
of Ashland; Mr. and Mrs| Terry
Davis of Xenia, OH; Kyle
Paschal and David Puckett of
Shelbyville were recently in
Ft. Mitchell fur a weekend visit
with Mr, and Mrs. Brad Ramey,
Reagan and Carlie, and Mr, and
Mrs, Dale DeHart

Basham - thett by unlawlui
ing over $500 but under $1,
~ pleaded guiity, 365 days

Pre-inal conlerence — Ja
M. Cantrell — driving on [
suspended (icense (first offer
— Jury trial May 17,

Pre-trial conference — Di
L Golieft - assault {fourth deg
domestic violence; minor injur
jury tnal July 12

Pre-trial conference — G
Ivan Giliam - operaling a m
vehicle under the influence
alcohol - pleaded guilty. $20!

Pre-irial conterence — ¢
tie Caro! Perkins — impro
eqmpmenl nn/explred Kent\.

n tac.e |
'«nme

Pre-tnal conterence — Bi
Carol Perkins — faijure of ow
to maintan required insurar
security, no/expired registra

“her Be&.hwml 'ﬂaddlt Sch
team in which Cutlie is 2
player. While there, they

ited with Mrs. Linda Pasc
Kyle and North Paschal.

Mrs. Josephine O'Neal *
4 Sunday afternoon visito
her sister, Mr. and Mrs. G
Bolin,

HELLO to all'the residt
and staff of the West L
erty Nursing and Rehabilita
Center

HOUSEHOLD HINTS

vOranges used for a f
dish will peel much easie
placed in a bowl of boiling
terfor 5-7 minutes. beforeh
which makes removing all
white pulp much/easier.

vRepartedly. lemons 1
last 3-4 weeks when sprink
with walter and refrigeratec
a plastic bag.

~vUse a well greased o
fin pan (or baking tomatc
apples, peppers, etc, wh
will help maintain the shap:
the foud!

VFringes on small thr
rugs can be kept Aat and stra:
by spraving with spray sta
uﬁer laundering,

or a:potted plant fo
lnnic, add s spoonful of «
Lor oil to the soil and wi
thoroughly,

Recall issued for
baby swings due
to suffocation risk

March 7 — An infant swing
sold al Walmiart stores and
onhine at Target, Amazon, and
other sites have been recalled
by the product’s manutacturer

According to the Consum-
er Product Safety Commis-
sion, several thousand of the
company’s Noya Baby [nfant
Swings - an infant sleep prod-
uct— have been recalled be-
canse of a suffocation hazard.

The affected swings are
gray and have a canopy with a

yellow moan, blue cloud
PINK star hanging from it
brand's name, *'Jool Bat
is localed at the hase of
swing while the product nz
“NOVA™ 15 found on the se

The products were
berween Nov, 2022 and N
2023;

Alibough no 1ncidents
sulting in injury have b
reporied in connection o
recalled swings customers
advised to immediately
usmg the swings and com
Jool Baby for a tree repair
that inclides a new seal v
updated warmings, updated t
and an updated remote cont
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lorgan Co.’s
1employment

ite up in Jan.
March 14 — Unemploy-
1t rates rose in 115 counties
ween January 2023 and
uary 2024, fell in Bullitt,
ncer and Meade countes,
rematned the same in Ma-
fin and Nelson coundes, ac-
ding 10 the Kentucky Center
Statistics (KYSTALS), an
ncy uf the Kentucky Educa-
vand Labor Cabipet
Morgan County's johless
for January was 7 ) per-
t—up from 5,6 percent in
sember, In January 4,127
mbers of the county's 4 450
ilable work turce was em-
yed
Woodford Connty recorded

luwestjobtess Tate in the -

unonwealth at 3 4%, Tt was
owed by Washington Coun-
3.6%; Fayette and Marion
nties, 3.7% each: Oldham,
it and Shelby counties,
% cach; Andemon County,

See RATE, Page 3

ycoming events
the Morgan Co.

tension Office
[he following are programs
evenis pravided by the
ension (Mfice. " Contact
-3292 {or more information
maijl rporgan.cxt@nky.edu
Chursday, March 21 —
wch & [eam Garden Injury
vention, Ext Office, 11 uni,-
30 pm: Mu Cattlemen’s
ociauon, Morgan Co Exten-
1 Office, 6:30) pm.
friday, March 22 UK
earch Faimn & Woud Center
15, RCARS; Jackson Ky,
un -2 pm

See EVENTS, Page 3

=

Reception Slated March 22

P [

The public is invied (o
attend o reception oo Friday,
Miurch 22, from 5 o'elock, o 8
a'elock pam, for local wnd atea
artists whose work 15 e
in the newly-hung Mar
art_exhibition at the Mg

fa e Diann Wed:
dington Adkins, Rits Adkiis,
Jeanifer Bell, Dwalia Sharon

e

Boges, Sylvia Carler, Jane
Collert, Ron Gevedon, Phillip
Hanoon. Rosa Havens. Dean
Hill, Pam Oldfield Meade,
Montana Pricc and Ally Ross

Blood drive
at Christian

LEXINGTON, Ky. - Ken-
tucky Blood Center (KBC),
which provides lifesaving
blood products to more. than
70 hospitals in Kentucky, will
host i spring blood drive and
needs donors:

KBC relies on volunteer
blood donors throughout the
state 10 make sure hlood is there
whei it's neaded for rauma and
cancer patients and so nwch
muore,

AS a thank you for donarmg
atthe upeoming Morgan Coun-
ty community blood drive, all
donars will receive a great
springy “Give Y'all® T-shirt
(while supplies Jasti.

I'he  Morgan County com-

slated today
Church

munity hlood drive will be 1-6

pn: Thursday, March 21, at the
West Liberty Chostian Church
Fellowship Hall located at

304 Prestonsburg St, 1n West
Liberty.

Donations at KBC oaly

take 45 minutes from registra-

tion to refreshment. The bloud

collection process takes 8-12

minutes, KBC slaff are profes-

sionally trained 1o provide a
comnfortable and retaxing dona-

lton uxpenence,
Blood donors must be at

least 17 years-old (16 with pa-
rental consent), weigh al Jeast

110 pounds, be 1 general good

See DRIVE, Page 3

The event is free and ev-
eryone is cordially invited. Art
work shown 15 by Montana
Price, Dwalia Shyaron Boggs.
Rou Gevedon, and Dean Hill.

Wellness Center Art Exhibition MaerisrictBoard Meeting. Part 2

Rural Water rep says
water dist. “bleeding”
$40,000 per month

Sheriflf Motley offers thoughts on transparency;
others express concern about MCWD operations;
public urged to contact PSC about rate increase

EDITOR’S NOTE

The following is the second
installment of our report on the
Morgan County Water Disrict
board mecting conducted vn
Monday, March 11.

The first instatiment — which
appeared in last week's edition
of the Courier — concluded with
Bob Miller. lead contractor for
the Kentucky Rural Water Asser-
ciation, explaining the process
by which the Public-Service
Commission (PSC) approves or
rejects rate increases for utdiry
service providers.

While Miller-predicied thus
the PSC would likely upprove
a rate increase for MCWD), he
noted that the amount could be
more ot {ess thun the proposed
41 percent — und rhat citizens
should contact the PSC o air
their concerns

We have uguin provided
PSC contact informarion s the
end of this report.

— Miranda
By Miranda M. Cantrell

Morgan County Water Dis-
trict board members heard

Deadline for Farm
Bureau scholarship
applications April 15

Morgan County Farm Bu-
reau scholarships are available
o Morgan County High School
seniors whose (amilies are
members of Morgan County
Farm Burean, Scholarshup ap-
plications way be picked up
fromn Mr. Chas Lindon or from
the high school counselor,

Senior commaodities to
be given out April 3rd

Commodities for Seniors

from God's Pantry will be given
out on Wednesday, April 3,
from 11 am, to 3 p.m. for the
active list; and from 4 pan. 10
5 p.m. for waiting list. Please

health, show a phoro 1D, and ?’ri"g something to pul your
items in. If you have uny yues-
tinns catl 606-495-5631.

comments and concerns regard-
ing a proposed 41 percent water
rate increase during their regu-
lar monthly meetibg at their
entity’s office on Hwy, 172

All board members were
n attendance including Chair-
person Brian Wells, Secretary/
“Treasurer Zachary Engle and
Commissioners Steve Clark
and Raiona Hehon! who were
present when the pathering was
called 1o order at 4:30 p.m ; and
Commissioner Steve Gunnell,
who arrived 2t 6:02 pan fol-
lowing i late meeting in Lewis
County,

MCWD General Manager
Shanron Elam and water dis-
trict employees were also on
hand [or the public comment
segmenl vt the meeting,

As noled in last week's edi-
tion, approximately 35 to 40
people attended the meedug,
including Mapgisirates Eric
Pelfrey und Tommy Fannin,
Sheriff Greg Motley and other
concerned citizens.

More Public Comments

Kenwicky Rural Water As-

See BOARD, Page 3

Annual Bible Reading
Marathon coming soon

Event sponsored by
Ministerial Assn.
set March 22 thru 24

The 8th Annual Morgan
County Bible Reading Miua-
thon will 1ake place Friday,
March 22 (hrouph Sunday,
April 24,

Oves the past several yeams,
o growing number of churohes
huve patticipated in the Bible
Reading Marathon, Sponsaeed
by the Motgan County Ministe-
sial Associutinn, the BRM ha
become 3 staple wn the coopers-
tive chirch tite of the county,
raking phice cach vear in‘the
week prior o Holy Week, Tt
begint on  the Friday before

hund, afid finkthes during the
evening-of Palm Sunday, The
dates, of ‘copre. vary stightly
from yeur-to-year, depending
on the observance of Easter
There are 2 {utal of 14 three-
hour-long “watches.™ Church:
E4 OF grodips sign up 4o supply
the readens riecessary for tha
three Hour time commitment
Each watch hiy 12 fifteen-
minute slots, sothece 15 o ned
fur some 168 Lotal resders over
thie thiee day period. Beligva it
ormot -~ there s no preaching !
Duging the theee day period,
the New Testument will be read
altiud 10 times
Rending takes place from
6:00 am 1o 12 mithught each
See BIBLE, Page 3

West Li

. 123 Hwy. 191 ||
arty, Ky. 41472

Chech With Us
For All Your

Tire And
echanic
Needs?
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socialion (KRWA) Lead
Contractor Bob Miller - who
conducted MCWD's most re-
cent rate study that preceded
the 41 percent proposal — and
MCWD General Manager
Shannon Elam continued to
field guestions for the second
half of the rale increase dis-
cussion

After Miller outlined the
Public Service Comunission’s
(PSC) process for approving
and rejecting rate increase pro-
posals, citizens again took the
floor with additional inquinies
for Elam regarding MCWD
operauons

Tocal eitizen Debora Stacy -
whose comuments aiso appeared
in last week's edition — inquured
as 1o whether MCWD utilizes
outside contractors in addition
Lo regular emplovees.

“With 18 employees, are
you guys still contracting out
work — like taps and all that
stuff?"* Stacy asked Elam, who
responded that MCWD em-
ployees make all tap seitings,

{Elam told the Courier last
month that MCWD currently
has 16 empioyees,)

Mugistrate Eric Pelfrey — a
prominent ﬁgure in last week’s
report - again addressed the
ra[L increase issue with Miller.

“[The fiscal court] knows all
about rate increases,” Pelfrey
sad, “We had a rate increase
at the |garbage] transfer station,
We hated to - but we were go-
ing in the hole over $300 000 in
4 year ., If the finances |at the
waler district] are sustaipable, if
they are good . if they are going
to make it ... Shouldn’t we look
into a lower rate increase?”

Miller uffered further in-
sight an MCWD’s financial
status before reilerating earlier
comments regarding the PSC
procedures

“You should always look at
4 lower rate 1ncrease,” Miller
said, “Bul this district is bleed-
ing —and it’s bleeding at a pace
ol about $40,000 a month, So
it's not sustanable,

*[The PSC] is nol going lo
implement a 41 percent rate
increase at one time. Second.
they are nol going 1o be ready.
10 actif we submit this (rate ap-
plicanon] emmmow moming.
They wie not goiig 16 a<t on.a
tate increase fof ar dehsteight

rr:mlmlhi.'pfduhlwnﬂlan: thai

#1112 'months,

“This is no fun for dnybod),
and | doubt you're walking ont
of here feeling any belter than
you did when you walked in,
But the thing I love about liv-
ing in America is that we get to
cume in and have a say — and
the people who are appointed
and clected hiave (o listen. And
You get to at least understand
how the process works. The
PSC has to listen So my advice
1s to get your voice heard |by

Bible

(Continued From Page One)

day. The City Council
chambers, located on the sec-
ond floor, of the West Liberty
City Hall on Man Street, is
dubbed the “Upper Room,” the
name taken from the Biblical
Book of Acts, chapier 2, where
the Holy Spint fell upun the
carly Believers in Jesus

A wanderful bonus each
year has becn the broadcast of
the entire event on the MRTC
local access chainel 54, Feed-
back from the community has
been gratifying as a number
of folks have expressed their
gratitude and pleasure af being
able 1o see friends and family

the PSC]."
Sheriff Greg Motley an-
nounued that he wished 10

“I lA“( to people every day in
the community,” Motley said.
“I think transparency is a big
problem that people in general
have right now, [ just know this
because I'm the elected sheriff,
and T'm the 1ax collector — 501
understand about transparency
and how people get really upset
if they don’t know where their
dollars are going

1 think thal most of us can
accept 4 raise if we had an un-
derstanding of why ... | speak
for myself — but when [the
sheriff’s office] buys new cars,
people see that and woader how
we got that, how we paid for
it ... We can justify that a lot
of times by saying. ‘Well, we
gotta have this because that’s
how we get to your house |in
an emergency],”

“But when you start talking
about building new buildiugs
and things like that ... Things
can be ‘free’, if you will, but
money comes from somewhere.
Somebody is paying for it.”

(Sheriff Motley was refer-
encing earlier comments noted
in last week 's report from Elam
and MCWD Board Chair Brian
Wells that MCWD's building
project on Glenn Avenue would
be “fully funded” with a federal
Appalachian Regional Com-
mission grant)

Debora Stacy expressed
agreement with Shenff Mot-
ley's remarks

“I think it should have been
expected that you put a 41
percent locrease in rates, you
should have known most of the
county was going to be a bit
upset,” Stacy said

Miller then referenced the
Courier’s initial Feb, 22 report
regarding the rate increase
proposal,

“Okay, here’s what hap-
pened.” Miller said. “A re-
porter — and [ don’t know the
reporter...,”

Stacy interjected, T know
the reporter, She's very accu-
rate. She's sitting right here.”

“The reporter only reported
whal she was told,"” Miller ac-
knowledged. “That’s the poinl
I'm getting at ... The guy who
was here from the Kentucky
Rural Water Association [at
the previous MCWD board
meeting] did not fully explain
the options -[to Elam and the

i} HE 5'notla bad gy he
JuSldldn ldmﬁ’p fiective job.

“Sal'the rephrter could only
report what she was told ... We
would be having a totally diﬁer—
ent discussion if the person who
was here last moath had done a
better job explaining what the
oplions were, Kentucky Rural
Water is going to own that.”

Courier Edifor Miranda M.
Cantrell made a rare public
comment in response to Mill-
er’s statement.

“Thank you for owning

This will mark the eighth
year that MRTC has broadcast
the event

There are several examples
from the Scriptures where the
Word of the Lord was read over
the nation of fsrael to remind
them of who they belonged to,
and of the covenant thal existed
between God Almighty and
His people. [t is our hope that
God will use the Bible Reading
Marathon as one piece of a plan
10 bong aboul a godly revival
for Morgan County

Most of the “walches” are
vet1o be filled. If your chusch,
Sunday School class, youth
group, women's group, men’s
group - or any group or club
from the community - would
like to take part, please contact
Jamie Brunk at 606-438-6137

that,” Cantrell said:

Local citizen Ronnie Lewis
implored MCWD board mem-
bers to speak on the waler rate
1ncrease,

*The water board has all the
answers, right!" Lewis asked,
“They re sitting here not saying
a word, and they knuw more
about what's guing on than we
do. Why ain't they getting their
feel wet?”

Miller wld Lewis that he
personally had requested to
address the audience to clarify
the rate increase application
process, but that board mem-
bers could also speak if they
wished 10 do so.

Kevin Cantrell - 4 long lime
City of West Liberty water de-
partment emplovee atlending
the meeling as a privale cilizen
along with colleagues Travis
Haney and David Hinton - re-
turned to the issue of conlrac-
Lors making taps for MCWD,

Elam stated again that there
are currently no contractors
making iaps for MCWD,

Following Cantrell's com-
ments, Miller concluded his
remarks to the audience,

*“To some extent, this district
wenl 4 [ot of years ealing seed
com, and now's gat Lo catch
up.” Miller said I thank you
for the privilege of being here
to answer your questions, and 1
swear to you that T've tald vou
the truth, But the thing i, if you
want 10 be cffective with your
crticism — Lalk (o the decision
makers,”

Post-Meeting Comments
And Other Info

In additional comments to
the Couder following the public
comment segment of the meel-
ing, Miller further clarified that
despite the language in a legal
advertisement that appeared in
the Courier the weeks of Feb
22, Feb, 29 and March 7 stating
that MCWD had filed rate in-
crease application “on or about
Feb. 21, 2024 " the document
has nol yer béen submitied to
the PSC

“The language in the cus-
tomer service mnotice is pre-
scribed by the PSC.” Miller
said, “[MCWD] doesn’t have
any freedom on that, So they
haven't done il yet because
they have nol gathercd all of
the statements of disclosure
of related party transactions

1 don’l know that anybody
has related party transactions

WD most recenl Tite

hike prior. o the current pro-*

posal came in 2021, with the
graduated uinplementation ol a
13.2 percenl increase in phasce
one and a 11,6 percentincrease
1n phase two,

The 2021 increase came
as a result of a public hearing
conducted by the PSC in July
2019 regarding excessive long-
term water loss in Morgan and
severa} other counties

Priar (o the 2019 PSC hear-
ing, the water district had re-

corded'a water loss of 52,7
percent, with Elam noting last
month that employces have
since reduced that number to
approximalely 30 percent.

The 2019 hearings also
prompted MCWD officials to
increase fees for non-recurring
charges on services such me-
ter testing, disconnection, re-
connectivn, damage (o meter
setrings and lids, meter relo-
cation, deposits, bank drafts.
new service/tap-on and service
calls/investigations, and 10
implement a $5.87 customer
surcharge

(The $5.87 surcharge was
discontinued last year, how-
ever,)

Miller lauded MCWD's ef-
forts 10 combal waler loss in
recent years

“To sowe extent, [MCWD
General Manager Shannon
Elam] represents a success
story on the [water loss] tum-
around,” Miller said.

Magistrate Brandon Evans —
who did not attend the March 11
meeling — contacted the Courier
on March 12 to discuss the pro-
posed rale increase,

“When ] first saw the report
on the 41 percent increase, my
first thought was that people in
my {magistrate] district can't
afford that,” Evans said,

The Ezel area magistrate
expressed {urther concerns re-
garding MCWD's finances, in
reference Lo Miller's comment
that the entity is “‘bleeding at a
pace of about $40 )00 a month"
— a statement he learned of
from others who atiended the
meeting.

*“How long can they sustain
that?”” Evans asked, 1 would
hope thai the board will look
at that and conmie up with a
solution that doesn’t include a
substantial increase in the rate,
Hopefully the PSC will also
recognize people can't afford a
41 pereent increase al one time
and implement it over a 3- o
S-year.period.”

PSC Contact Information

MCWD employee Ashlee
Mason provided Kentucky Pub-
lic Service Commission contact
information to those altending
the March 1] meeting:

* Mail - Kentucky Public
Service Commission, 211 Sower
Blvd., Frankfort KY 40602-
3460.

» Phone - 502-564-3940.

* Toll-Free Hﬂllme— 1-800-

77246361+
A Websltz —'Hitps')lprr
Togov.

PSC office hours are Mon-
day through Friday, 8 a.m. to
5 pan

Additional Information

Citizens can inspect the
rale increase application to the
Public Service Commission
in the Morgan County Water
District office Jocated at 1009
Hwy. 172 in Wes| Liberty, or
contact water district officials
al 743-1204,

L B Kentucky Hill Farm Ei#

Locally:grown and chemical free.

Bedding plants
Flowers

House phnts
Fresh vegetable
Strawberries
And Mare

&

[}
2980 Highway
Erel Ky 41425

Phone: 606-359
Mon Wed & Fr

Buy direct from our farm and greenhous

News Of
Record

PROPERTY TRANSFERS

« Joe and Christine Cantrell
to Paul |, Hinton Jr. — Beginning
al a sleel slake on the NW side
of Old 172 joining Brent Jenkins
property. $211,000

- Megan Halbrook and Mi-
chael Joe Hoibraok to Keilh Wil-
son and Sindy Wilson — 5 acres
more or less on Blackwaler Cresk
a comer of the Daniel 'Hampton
proparty fallowing nght of way of
Hwy 882 $300,000

* Susan Jewell Hutchinson to
Carl Butier Mosiey — Parcel 3: 2
fracts on the waters of Elkfork.
TractNo. 1: 14 acres more or less
beginning al a water birch a cor-
ner between Aaron Fairchild and
Kenneth Fairchild near Relford
McKenzie, Tract No. 2: Beginning
al the division lence bstween
Essie Caskey and Aaaron Fair-
child near D,P. McKenzie's line
containing 18 acres more or less
$18,500,

- USDA Rural Development to
Slacie Slusher — A parcel of land
on the north side of Meeling Br.
Road approximatley 1.1 miles
west of Ezel on Meeting House
Road and near line of Johnny G,
Mays, $74,300

CIRCUIT, COURT

New cwvil suils — Roy Couch
et al vs, Frank Cox et al, March
11; Grant Robert Sorrell vs,
Ashley Lynells Sorrell, March
12; ANP Tax Lien Company, LLC
vs. Christapher Thomas el al,
March 13; Chelsey Morgan vs.
Eugene Dawson Blevins, March
13; ADS Tax Lien Company, LLC
vs. Benjamin Mark Gibson et al,
March 14,

DISTRICT COURT

New civil — Sys, Accl. Ky,
Foster Care vs Kayla Conley.
March 11,

ARRAIGNMENTS
Elijah Keeven Branham - no/

= expired Kerltucky registration re-

celp!,\impraper registration plate
—bench warrant issued.:

Autumn Haope Campbell —
speeding 5 mph over limil — re-
scheduled April 16

Aaron Michael Combs —
speeding 10 mph over limi,
failure to wear seal bells — re-
scheduled March 26

Lisa Ann Lawhorn — speeding
25 mph over limi — rescheduled

June 25

Pre-lrial conference
Davis — theft by decepti
ing cold checks (two
rescheduled May 14

Pre-trial conference
Davis - thett by decapti
ing cold checks — res
May 14

Pre-trial conference
L. Davis — speeditg 16
limit, failure of owner to
required insurance/sec
scheduled May 14

Pre-trial conlerenc
intoxication by a contr
stance — pleaded guilty
resisting arres! — plear
90 days.

Pre-trial conference
McDowell — violation ol
EPO/DVO, harassing
cations —~ bench trial Al

Pre-trial conferent
thew Peyton — violatic
tucky EPO/DVO - re:
May 26

Pre-trial conterent
lhew Peyton — assault
gree, minor injury) —re:
March 26

Pre-trial conterenc
thew Peyton — assault
gree; minor injury) —re
March 26.

Pre-lrial conterenct
Dillingham — tailure of
maintain required ir
security — rescheduled

Pre-tnal conferenci
Trey Dillingham — spr
mph over, failure to
insurance card — pre-fr
ence March 26.

Gregory W, Greene
ing a motor vehicle
influence of alcohol -
guilty, 2 days, ADE

Pre-triai conlerence
Lynn Salyers — operatii
vehicle under the ini
alcohol/substance — re
April 23

Pre-trial conferen
thew Tobin-Wright —
20 mph over Iimit, op
.,un.pandc-d!m.'olced 3
RS Tafie 4 proc
anco’nard, pogsessio
alcohol beverage co
a motor vehicle, lice
In possession — res
April 30

Pre-rial conteren
thew D. Tobin-Wrigh
of owner 10 maintair
insurance/security, ¢
OUl-suspended licens
{ense} — rescheduled ;

2024

March 26-30 @ 7pm Nightly
March31@7am

B M _E_. AL ___ L AFMAL _=_a

Tuesday 7pn

Diamonds Are Fail
Weidnesday

1pm
ALODK WITHIN

Thursday 7pi
What Was Daniel
Thinking
Ervidav Tnm



EXHIBIT B



RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF
MORGAN COUNTY WATER DISTRICT AUTHORIZING THE FILING OF A
MOTION FOR EMERGENCY INTERIM RATES WITH THE KENTUCKY PUBLIC
SERVICE COMMISSION AND ALL OTHER
NECESSARY FILINGS IN RELATION TO THE RATE APPLICATION

A special meeting of the Board of Commissioners (“Board”) of Morgan County Water
District (“District”) was held on March 21, 2023, after due and proper notice of such meeting
was given, and after a quorum was declared, during which meeting the Board discussed and
considered the proposal presented by its General Manager, Shannon Elam.

Upon motion by SC; and seconded by Q H , and duly carried, the following
RESOLUTION was unanimously adopted:

WHEREAS, the District is a non-profit water district organized pursuant to KRS
Chapter 74, and its purposc is to provide safe, and reliable water service at rates and terms that
are fair, just and reasonable; and,

WHEREAS, the District caused to be filed, an application for an adjustment of rates with
the Kentucky Public Service Commission;

WHEREAS, Mogan County Water District’s financial and legal consultants have
recommended that the District file a motion for the Kentucky Public Service Commission to
consider ordering emergency interim rates to be placed in effect as soon as possible;

WHEREAS, the leadership and management of the Morgan County Water District have
thoroughly reviewed the District’s financial condition and it has become apparent to the Board to
request interim rates be placed in effect by filing a motion for consideration with the Kentucky
Public Service Commission; and,

WHEREAS, the District intends to file a motion with the Commission; as part of its
application for rate adjustment.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Morgan County Water District Board
of Commissioners as follows:

Section 1. The facts, recitals, and statements contained in the foregoing preamble of
this Resolution are true and correct and are hereby affirmed and incorporated as a part of this
Resolution.

Section 2. The Board of Commissioners hereby accepts the recommendation of the
District’s financial and legal consultants.

Section 3. The management of Morgan County Water District is authorized to take
all necessary and advisable actions in connection with the motion for the Kentucky Public
Service Commission to consider ordering emergency interim rates to be placed in effect as soon
as possible.

Section 4. This Resolution shall take effect upon its adoption.



DATE: 3/&! | 2.4 Pk o . Jtet -

CH N HE BOARD
ATTEST:
SECRETARY
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