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Where does everyone go to find out what is happening in Powell County?

entered the new decade.
those opposed to the
dam were empowered
by & newfound focus oa
envonmental policy
and federal legislanon
in suppeat of conserva-
tien cfforts, with the
Nixon adminustration
averseeing the imple-
memation of the Na-
tonal Environmantal
Policy Act of 1969 and
the formation of the
FPA 10 1970 Changes

From Page A6
“SWORD”

Justice, William Doug-
fas. Justice Douglas bad
otfered apen support for
environmental causes
prior to the coaflict on
the Red River and seot
arcply 1o the Siama
Club, accepung their
offer to visit the Gorge
and bear witness to the
arca that was slated

10 be deswoyed. On
November 18th, 1967,
Justice Douglas tanded
at Bluegrass Airport and

State and federal pobiti-
<ians mmediately took
0otee and were taken
aback by the sudden
and large-scalc outary.
as the swifi and fervent
campargn led by the
Sicima Club was able ta
2ain so much nfluence
it rere months with
their efforts successfully
drawing suppoit withio
the “highest court in
the land”. Days later,
Governor Breathitt or-

t0 yield progress, with
some leaders, includ-
g US Senator John
Sheriao Cooper openty
pushuing back and resist-
ing thew efforts o cease
constuction. When the
group petitioned hirn
directly. his respoase
was simply that nothing
could be done. and the
devision was final. This

sentument was repeated  Was tansposted o the  ganized & mecting with - occumng f the federal
on multiplc occasions G186 Where he joned  the USACE where the  fevel would balster the
roughont the conflace,  TEMbErs of he opposi-  group conceded that an  etforts of the Sierra

Club and 1ts parmers,
expanding theiy arena o
anaclude the courts and
effectis ely weaponize
the legal system 10 aid
1n thei fight

Their successes up 10
that pownt had caused 2
Ppause 1w construction
acuvities and forced the
Army Corps of Engi-
neers to reevaluate their
plans,_ relocare the site
of the dam, and draft a

alteruative site was pos-
sible but would come ar
2 Tugher cost While thus
wasn't the outcome de-
stted by the Sterra Clab,
1t bought them some
time to strategize and
plan their next move
When Governor Lowe
Nunn was elected in
1967, he would speak
Ut aganst consTuc
tion of the dam 10 1ts
onginat location and

ton 10 a hike through
the arex. including &
teporter from the New
York Tioes who was
present to document the
occasion.

Following the hike. fus-
tice Donglas described
the Gorge as “one of the
great wondets of Amen-
¢a” and offered hus opien
support to the activists
wha extendzd the 1nvs-
tation This would prove

The Sicrra Club co-
ordmated with locals
and other sympa-
thetic, environmen-
lly ficadly groups to
orgamze mass-maling
campaigns. waraeting
key political figuces
and rahviduals that
could assist them in
theit effort Thousands
of leters were sent.
drawing varying len-
els of sympathy. but it

wasn't wou one teter 10 beoneofthemost  would onty advocate for  thorough Envirommaca-
(posteard, to be exact) consequential events in SUpport if 1t were moved  tal impact Statement
reuched the desk of gn e dam saga leading  downstream imanarea 1o gauge the long-term
fitkeanal o siva: 1o widespicad medra st~ with less umpact tothe  umpact of the project

environment of the
Gorge. As the conflict

The proposal of the
oew location, however,

wntion across the nation

Lomst and government
and abroad

official, Suprene Court

would activate a contin-
geot of the opposition
that would make history
for therr intense and
passionase ivil resis-
tance, prepanag 10 go
apy length in prosoction
of thew home.

The group, Save Our
Red River, was fonmally
orgamzed and mobilized
10 1973 1o provide offi-
cial representanon in the
public space w cuntest
the USACE and those o
support of the project,
SORR was compxised
of family, fnends. and
neighboes, all coni-

g together 1n defense
of the 55 families set

t be displaced by the
alternative site identi-
fied for constructon

On Juiy 14th, 1973 ata
(equiced public hearing
of the USACE, over 700
people crammed mto
the gymnasiun of Pow-
el Counry High Schuol
1n what became a highly
contentious meeting that
would mfamousiy go
down w0 history, saumor-
talized by the compel-

tre issue, including H.B
Farmer with SORR, and
Nellic Mcadows speak-
insg on behalf of the
Red River Valley Flood
Contiol Assoczation and
thosc supportng the
project with its proanse
of ood rehet for Clay
ity Many of pro-dam
crowd from Clay City
empatiuzed with the
faaulies of North Fork.
though maintaining their
position. The meeting
concluded afier rounds
of heated lavguage and
admoniton from be
USACE panc! towards
the disgruntled artend-
ces throughout.

“It was just about 1eady
w go fist and skull and
firearms. you know,”
Junmy Skidmore
recollected, explainmg
the mountmy tensivn
between the supparters
and the opposiuen, add-
mg that the cscalation
to physical conflict was
& growing voncern and
potental reality. bum-
ming in the background.
between the locals and

ling and sugsestive fabel  the USACE personnel
1o which it was branded.  on the ground on Norrh
“Basillc Day” Fork

“They bad abig pow-  SORR became instru-
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wow dows ar the old
gh school, where the
post office is now, 1 W as
right fanny 10 3 way, the
stuff that was sand,” Jm-
my comunisced, recatl-
ing the rowdy, comical
thetoric and dialogue
that was tenaciously
theown at the USACE

westal t the efforts 10
fight the project. march-
ing at the Uapitol Build-
ing in Frankfort and
making trips o Wash-
wagton DC. providimg
Isgh vasibility for the
phight of the local fami-
lies to gamer support

m the fight which, unt:]
that point, had been
spearsicaded by out-of-
townears and those with
no personal at te or
stake. The group would
also host fundsaising
and events 10 diaw hoth
matenal and physical

panci
“The Hasulle Day hear-
1g was descnibed n 2
cepont drafted yedars af-
te1, as “the most unnaly
meeting ever conducted
by the Louisville Dis-
wict [of the USACE]"

The meeting was com- SUppOTT

prised of USACE lead-  “A fneud of mune [used
ership, Congressional

ity RoMusba

groups on both sides of

Meet Zena
Zena is a year and a half old. She is spayed
with vaccines. She is a spirited playful
shepherd mix with sparkling eyes. Her size is
about 60 Ibs and she has lots of good energy
and athleticism. She needs a fenced yard
and is good with both cats and dags. She is
always happy and willing io play. Other dogs
would need to tolerate her playfulness.

Powell Co Animal Shelter
121 Echo Hollow Rd
Clay Chty, Ky. 40312

606-663-4998
Www.fopcp.org
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