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VERIFICATION 
 

COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY  ) 
 ) SS: 
COUNTY OF FRANKLIN  ) 
 

The undersigned, Kenneth D. Taylor, P.E., being duly sworn, deposes and states he has 
personal knowledge of the matters set forth in the responses for which he is identified as the 
witness, and that the answers contained therein are true and correct to the best of his information, 
knowledge, and belief. 

 

_________________________________ 
 Kenneth D. Taylor 
 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, a Notary Public in and before said County and State, 
this ______ day of March 2023. 

 
 

__________________________________ (SEAL) 
Notary Public  
 
My Commission Expires: _____________ 
 
Notary ID: _________________________ 
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that the answers contained therein are true and correct to the best of his information, knowledge, 
and belief. 

 

_________________________________ 
 Michelle Stewart 
 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, a Notary Public in and before said County and State, 
this ______ day of March 2023. 

 
 

__________________________________ (SEAL) 
Notary Public  
 
My Commission Expires: _____________ 
 
Notary ID: _________________________ 

 



KNOX COUNTY UTILITY COMMISSION 
 

Response to Commission Staff’s Second Request for Information 
Case No. 2023-00003 

 
Question No. 1 

 
Responding Witness: Kenneth D. Taylor 

 

 

Q-1.  Refer to Knox County Commission’s response to Commission Staff’s First Request 
for Information (Staff’s First Request), Item 4(f). 

a.  State the earliest date the two unlicensed operators can obtain their licenses. 

b.  State any reason why Knox County Commission’s two licensed or certified 
operators are insufficient to run the treatment plant at a level that allows Knox 
County Commission to meet its water demand and comply with certification 
statues or regulations.  

c.  State how Knox County Commission is currently utilizing its two licensed 
operators to maximize plant output, how much that output is, and whether 
water needs are still able to be met.  

d.  Explain how the proposed plan is the least-cost reasonable alternative 
compared to allowing the two additional operators to obtain their certification 
or increasing the salary offered to potential certified operator applicants 

A-1. a. The two unlicensed operators are scheduled to take the licensing examination on 
April 14, 2023. 

 b. KCUC has three licensed operators including its superintendent who is responsible 
for KCUC’s total operations. It is operating its water treatment plant an average of 
20.6 hours per day or an average of 151.2 hours each week. (See Exhibit 1 to this 
Response which shows the water treatment plant’s monthly operating reports for 
the last three months.) KCUC’s water treatment plant is a Class IIA water treatment 
plant. 401 KAR 8:030, Section 1(3)(c)1 provides that when water is treated at a 
Class IIA water treatment plant, a certified water treatment plant operator must be 
present at the water treatment plant or performing system duties. (See Exhibit 2 to 
this Response.) At KCUC’s present level of activity, each of the water treatment 
plant’s three operators must be physically present at the plant 50.4 hours each week. 
It would not allow the operators any time for vacation, training, or other job duties. 
Such a workload is neither reasonable, safe, or consistent with acceptable water 
industry standards. 

 c. KCUC has obtained the Kentucky Division of Water’s approval for a temporary 
alternative staffing plan to use the two licensed operators and the two unlicensed 
operators with each working 40 hours per week. When the unlicensed operators are 



 

 

operating the water treatment plant, the alternative staffing plan requires a licensed 
operator to be available by telephone at all times the plant is in operation and to be 
able to respond on-site within 30 minutes. From December 1, 2022 thru 
February 28, 2023, the water treatment plant treated 28,063,000 gallons of water, 
or an average of 311,811 gallons per day, and had a maximum day production of 
359,900 gallons. This alternative staffing plan has allowed KCUC to meet its 
customers’ water needs. 

 d. The proposed plan allows KCUC to provide water to the distribution system at a 
cost of $2.74/1,000 gallons ($2.10 purchase cost plus $0.20 pumping cost plus 
$0.44 debt service) verses a projected cost of $3.02 per 1,000 gallons for water 
treated at the existing water treatment plant. See Exhibit 3 to this Response. Most 
importantly, it allows KCUC to obtain a reliable alternative source of treated water 
that will ensure and enhance the continuity of service. 


