COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY
BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
In the Matter of:
ELECTRONIC BIG SANDY WATER )
DISTRICT’S UNACCOUNTED-FOR WATER ) CASE NO. 2022-00301
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RESPONSE TO COMMISSION STAFF’S THIRD REQUEST FOR INFORMATION

Big Sandy Water District submits its Response to Commission Staff’s Third Request for

Information.
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Counsel for Big Sandy Water District

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

In accordance with 807 KAR 5:001, Section 8, and the Public Service Commission’s Order
of July 22, 2021 in Case No. 2020-00085, 1 certify that this document was transmitted to the Public
Service Commission on October 14, 2024 and that there is currently no party that the Public
Service Commission has excused from participation by electronic means in this proceeding
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VERIFICATION

COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY )
) SS:
COUNTY OF BOYD )

The undersigned, Jessica Sexton, being duly sworn, deposes and states she has personal
knowledge of the matters set forth in the responses for which she is identified as the witness, and
that the answers contained therein are true and correct to the best of her information, knowledge
and belief.

Jessica Sexton

Subscribed and sworn to before me, a Notary Public in and before said County and State,
this day of October 2024.

(SEAL)

Notary Public

My Commission Expires:

Notary ID:




BIG SANDY WATER DISTRICT

Response to Commission Staff’s Third Request for Information
Case No. 2022-00301

Question No. 3-1
Responding Witness: Jessica Sexton

Q-3-1. Refer to the June Billings, Collections, Bank Statement, and Meter Invoice filed July
15, 2024. Confirm that the payment was for 500 total meters.

A-3-1. Check No. 1003 in the amount of $164,500 and made payable to NECO Water was for the
purchase of 500 MACH-10 Ultrasonic Meters with $900i Radio Transmitters.



BIG SANDY WATER DISTRICT

Response to Commission Staff’s Third Request for Information
Case No. 2022-00301

Question No. 3-2

Responding Witness: Jessica Sexton

Q-3-2. Explain whether the payment of $164,500 on June 18, 2024, for 500 meters is toward

A-3-2.

the purchase of the 1,000 meters approved by Order dated May 30, 2023. If so,
provide the anticipated date the additional 500 meters will be purchased, and any
updated cost estimate for those additional meters.

On May 30, 2023, the Public Service Commission authorized Big Sandy Water District
(“the District”) to purchase 1,000 water meters using proceeds from the District’s Water
Loss Detection and Control Program Surcharge. On December 20, 2023, the District
advised the Public Service Commission by letter that it intended to purchase 1,000 MACH-
10 Ultrasonic Meters with $900i Radio Transmitters at an expected total cost of $328,950.
See Attachment 3-2-1. In the transmittal letter to its filing of July 15, 2024, the District
advised the Public Service Commission that it had “received 500 Mach-10 meters that were
ordered in March 2024.The [a]ttached invoice was paid to NECO Water for $164,500.00
to cover this expense. These meters are currently being changed out and 500 more have
been ordered.” See Attachment 3-2-2. Payment for the remaining 500 meters was made in
September 2024. This payment will be reflected on the surcharge report for September
2024, which is expected to be filed on or around October 15, 2024.



Attachment 3-2-1



Attachment 3-2-2



BIG SANDY WATER DISTRICT

Response to Commission Staff’s Third Request for Information
Case No. 2022-00301

Question No. 3-3

Responding Witness: Jessica Sexton

Q 3-3. Explain whether the meters purchased via payment on June 18, 2024, are AMI

A3-3.

meters. If so, confirm whether Big Sandy District plans to purchase 500 additional
meters of the same make and model in the future.

For a description of the 1,000 meters purchased, see Attachment 3-2-1. The purchased
meters have dual automated meter reading (“AMR”)/advanced meter infrastructure
(“AMI”) capabilities. The District will presently use the automatic meter reading functions.
Because of the District’s limited funds and the prohibitive cost of installing the necessary
infrastructure to use the meters’ AMI capabilities, those capabilities will not immediately
be used. However, if adequate funding becomes available and the establishment of AMI
infrastructure becomes cost-effective, the District will have the option to take advantage of
those capabilities.

The District has no current plans to order additional meters beyond the 1,000 meters
already purchased.



