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Ohio lawmakers move to
protect ‘thin blue line’ flags

Anna Staver
State Bureay

COLUMBUS - Two Ohio Republicans want to make
it illegal for landlords, assoctations and
others to ban the flying of “thin blue line” Nags afler the
father of a fallen officer was told tn take his down.

House Bill 712 - intrecduced by Reps, Tim Ginter, R-
Salem, and Kevin Miller, R-Newark — would add thin
blue line flags to the list of Nags Ohio prohibits land-
Jorcks, mobile home park operators and AOAs from
puahibiting.

The flags on the cuirent list are the U5, state of
Ohio, service flags belonging to “the immediate family
of an indivichial serving in the armed foices,” those
honoting prisoners of war and those missing in action,

“For me, it's about public safety,” Miller said. "It's or
those that serve us on a daily basis.”

But an HOA in Miller's district saw things different -
Iy

Tom DiSarto, the father of Kitkersville Police Chief
Steven “Eric” DiSario, told the Newark Advocate in
May that his hameowner's association sent him a let-
ter saying his “political sign in the form of a flag” vio-
lated neighborhood deed restrictions.

“Tn be hones!, when 1 saw the letter that peaple are
fighting me over something very valuable to me and
personal, | broke down ond cried,” Diario sald. “That's
how much it meant to me.”

His son was killed five years ago while resg g
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Trump attacks McConnell,
calls Chao his ‘crazy wife’

Tirade follows senator doubting
Trump-backed GOP candidates

Morgan Watkins
Louisville Couriar Sournal
USA TODAY NETWORK

LOUISVILLE - Former President Donald Trump
derided Elaine Chao, who served in his cabinet, over
the weskend and arcused her husband, Senste Mi-
notfty Leader Mitch McConnell, of helping her and
their family "get rich on Chinat”
| *Why do Republican Senators allow a broken
down hack politician, Mitch McConnell, to openly
disparage hard working Republican candidates for
the United States Senate. This is such an affront ta
honar and to leadership,” Trump posted online Sat-
urday. “He should spend more time (and money!}
helping them get elected. and less time helping his
crazy wife and family get rich on Chinal™

Trump's comment came after McConnell said last
week that the GOP's fight to take control of the U.S,
Senate from the Democratic Party this November
may not succeed, suggesting “candidate quality” isa
factor.

The

toa shooting at a musing home, and he told the New-
ark Advocate that he sees the black and white Amer-
fean flag with a bright blue stripe as a way to honor his
son's sacrifice and those made by other officers across

the country.
But the flag has also become umlmmuuynlmci
ated with white its who
opposed policing reforms.

In 2021, University of Wi dison's police

Party has nominated some un-
canventional candidates who've never held elected
office before to run against experienced Democratic
candidates in several states, such as TV personality
Mehmet Oz (aka Dr, Oz) in Pevmsylvania and former
NFL star Herschel Walker in Georgla, (Trump en-
dorsed both these men.)

The Courier Journal contacted McConnell's office
for a response to Trump's comment ahout Chao. A

chiel banned officers from displaying the lag while on
duty, saying the flag had been "co-opted™ by people
wha perpetuated “hateful ideolngies.”

Miller, wha retired from the Ohio State Highway Pa-
trol when he joined the Legislature, said that s not how
he sees the thin blue line flags.

“The police protect everybody - whatever race,
whatever nationally, whatever creed.” he

A similar hill introduced by Ginter in 2017 passed
the Ohio House 90-2. Republican Scolt Wiggam and
Democmat Stephanie Howse were the only no votes.

1 really think it's straightforward, and 1 think most
everybody supports our law enforcement,” Miller said.
“This should be easy to pass, | hope.”

Anna Staver is a reporter for the USA TODAY Net-
work Ohio Bureau, which serves the Columbus Dis-
potch, Cincinnoti Enquirey, Akron Beacon Journal and
13 other affiliated news organizations across Ohio,

for the Kentucky senator did not pro-
wvide one at the time of this report.

Chao moved to America from Taiwan with her
family when she was a child. Chao's father, James
5.C. Chao, founded s shipping company, now called
the Foremost Group, which her sister Angela helms
today. The firm does significant business Interna-
tionally, including in China.

Foremost Group has come under scrutiny over the

| years, particularly for whether Elaine Chao aided her
father's firm through her government positions,

Chao, who has worked for multiple Republican
presidents, led the U.S. Department of Transporta-
tion during Trump's four-year term in the White
House. She resigned at the tail end of his presidency,
though, after the insurrection at the 1.5, Capitol on
Jan. 6, 2021

Trump's political relationship with McConnell
also fractured - first after the ex-president lost the

IT,

Elaine Chao fires up the crowd for her husband, Sen.
Mitch McConnell, at a rally at Gaffney's Farm in
Versailles, Ky., on the eve of the Nov. 3, 2020,
election, PAT MCODNOGHLOUISVILLE COURIER JOURNAL

2020 election to Democratic President Joe Biden, and
especinlly after the Jan, 6 insurrection.

MeConnell largely alded Trump throughout his pre-
sidency, and the duo worked together to transform the
federal judiciary and appoint three Supreme Court jus-
tices, who went on 1o help overtum Roe v. Wade and
eliminate a nationwide right to abortion,

After the insurrection, however, McConnell said
Trump is “practically and morally respansible for pro-
voking the events of " Jan. 6. However, he voted to'ac-
quit Trump of inciting the insurrection during the ex-
president’s second impeachment trial last year.

McConnell has mostly stayed mum about Trump in
public since then. The ex-president has not returned
the favor.
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