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Heaven Is
A Lot Like
Kentucky

By Charles Mattox

Ky.), on Christmas Eve
1787, aadlrskﬁllls

The Shawnee War Chief,
She-me-neeto, or The Black
Snake, Captain Snake, or
simply Snake; as his Ken-
tucky adversaries called
him, was leading a small
band of warriors on & daring
winter raid into the heart
of what would one day be
called Mason County Ken-
tucky, near the present day
site of the Mason County
High Schoal campus.

Captain Snake was striv-
ing to become the recog-
nized war chief of all the
clans of the Shawnee Na
tion. The role of war chief
was not hereditary and he
found himself frequently vy-
mgfm'the honor with other
notable Sh

TIDINGS OF COMFORT AND JOY

fo none. When m arise in
the morming give thanks for
the food and for the joy of -

only in yourself, Abuse no one
and no thing, for abuse turns
the wise ones to fools and rabs
the spirit of its vision. When it
?mm your time 1o die, be not
ike

so that when their time comes
they weep and pray for a little
more time to live their lives
over again in g different way.

Sing your death song ami die

‘Washington  resident,
Jacob Criss, a large, jovial
and pleasant German immi-

t,lfresh é; the fmlgxer.
was pleasantly engaged in
boiling maplesapmmsynlp
for his special Christmas
candy for his family and
friends in Washington to
enjoy. He had a cozy little
sug;an mﬁnp snuggled in
a aple tree grove
between Washi

‘ashington and
Limestone, had two kettles
oisympsluwlyboﬂmg and
a nice warm campfire going
snhedemdedtnhkeamp

Three minutes later he
was flat on his back in a
lalge.mpty,woodmmgar

trough, sound asleep,

Four minutes later C
mmSmkemdmghmms

and the two Shawnee talked
quietlyto one another before
the one warrior approached
Criss, and in perfect English
informed Criss that he was
now a prisoner and as long
as he caused them no delay
or problem, he would not be
harmed,

Criss was amazed that
a Shawnee warrior could
spmksuch ﬂuentEnghsh

research

ﬂ‘nswamorwasqmle
sibly Joseph Jackson, one
of Boone's salt makers cap-
tured a decade earlier at
Bhehcksaud!aur adopted
into the Shawnee tribe. It is
known that Jackson, like
many adopted whites, lived
for several decades among
the Shawnee, i

totally immersed in their
culture. Such warriors were
called "rmegad;a;" and at
any given time there were
over three-dozen such ren-
egades living with various
clans and villages of the
Shawnee Nation. The ren-
egade could have also been
Stephen Ruddle, captured
in 1780 and known fo be a
ﬁerceShawneewamar.
With & small rape aro
Criss's neck and his hnnds
bound behind him, the
group left the camp and
their journey toward
the Ohio River to return to
their Ohio homeland.
usk was approaching
and a soft snow began to
fall in earnest n;s the group

warriors,
such as Cottawa-mago
(Blackfish), Weyapier-sen-
wah (Blue Jacket) and even
the very young but coura-

ally called Tecumseh, “The
younger Blackfish.”

1 found this quote attrib-
uted to Tecumseh and it fol
Jows the same philosophy
of life as all other Shawnee
clan leaders and high-rank-
ing warriors followed,

“Live youy life that the fear
of death can never enter your
heart. Trouble no one abost

e things
your fife. Seek to make your
life Iong and ils puspose in

e service of your people.
Prepare o noble death song
for the day when you go over
the greal divide. Always give
a word or a sign of salute
when meeting or passing a

surrounded him.

Snake smiled devilishly at
his companions as he pulled
his war club from his war
belt and positioned himself
until he was straddling the
sleeping man. He then bent
over with his fiercely paint-
ed war face only inches from
the man. With his left index

er Snake Criss
twice on the chest and when
the stunned Criss opened
his eyes Snake drew back
his war club and screamed
a piercing war cry that sent
shivers down Cnms spine
and caused him to make an
atrocious face, much to the
delight of Snake and the

other warriors.
Snake laughed so loud
he could not bring himself
to strike with his

€ man
cluh all of the warriors were
against one another
laughing hysterically. The
more Criss tried to catch
his the harder they

Finally, when the war-
riors and Criss regained
their composure, Snake mo-
toned to one of the warriors

hills sur-
rounding Maysville.

With 2 simgle hand ges-
ture Sneke diverted the
group to 2 lone cabin that
stood near the summit of
one of the ridges. Snake was
familiar this terrain and
each journey into Kentucky

was becoming harder to
stxmd with the abundance
uiwhm: cabins being erect-
ed over their sacred lands.

Spake pointed to the
smallmhmandmadesevm
ick gestures before the
group began moving again,
directly toward the cabin.

As they approached the
cabin they could see that it
had only been erected a few
days prior, and the chink-
ing between the logs was
not complete. Snake and
the warriors surrounded
the cabin and in the places
where the chinking was
mlssmg‘theypeeredms:de

The ren:
warned Criss, in perlmt
English, to make no noise.

“*Vhy? Vhat are chu go-
ingk fo do?” Jacob asked in
a whisper in his heavy Ger-

“We'll set the cabin on fire,
kill everyone inside and take
their scolps. If you make a
sound, we'll have to kill you
oo, onb we'll take our time
about it,” the renegade said
flatly and then sneered to-
ward an astounded Criss.

Snake positioned his war-
riors at the corners of the
e T s o T

signal to begin the
that would be used to burn
the small isolated structure,
when 2 sound from inside
made him look once more
into the tiny dwelling.

Snake paused for a full
ten seconds as singing re-

in and around
the cabin, and he motioned
for Criss and the renegade
to come

“Shemeneto demands to
know what they are doing,”
the renegade said to Criss.

Criss leaned forward and
peered between two logs to
see Reverend William Wood

group sang the chorus of
the song in unison.

The hindquarter of a
deer was slowly roasting in
8 large Dutch oven in the
fireplace and the smell was
lmven\y and thick even out

amonglhewumms

ol;D}:i are singing da car-

day sing vit Parsons

ev William Wood).
Day sings da  Christmas
songs and have da feasting of
Christmas time.” Criss told
the renegade.

‘I know,” the renegade
said flatly with a strange
lool: of sadness in his eyes.

T know But Shemeneeto
wanted to hear it from you.”

The renegade and Snake
then held a conversation

pered to himself, 7 svear to
Gotl, dat I vill”

The singing continued
as the renegade and Snake
ended their quiet

Jacob staggered back-
wards and nearly fell in the
snow as the group of war
riors walked away fmm “him
down the d hill

Snahe made no motion,
simply stood transfized star-
ing between the logs of the
cabin with nio expression as
the singing continued.

Shvers  of anrllehght
danced between the logs
md iluminated the fierce
andthamnnus mgm
on the gruesom
warriors, yet Snagmm
mained motionless.

He stood there unmoving
for a full minute, and then
another, and still another.

Laughter was heard from
inside and then the group in
the cabin began singing the
same song

“God rest ye mm gentle-
men Iet nothing ye dismay,
remember Christ our Savoir
was born on Christmas day
To save us oll from Satan's
power when we have gone
awu_v ok tidings of comgfori
and joy, comfort and joy, oh
tidings of comfort and joy”

Finally, Snake slowly
stepped back and made a
slow motion with his hand.
‘The warriors left their posi-
tions and followed him as he
walked away from the cabin
and onward to the Ohio Riv
er as the snow began to falla
bit harder and the darkness
increased.

Soon the snow<driven-
wind drowned out the sing-
ing from the cabin as the
Shawnee warriors and Ja-
cob l;:;]sﬂs{’ wl'll‘n mbys‘ge be-
ing e a horse m,
made their way to one of the
hills above the Ohio River.

‘When they reached the
summit Snake ordered
halt and then he and the
renegade approached Criss.

Snake smiled and whis-
to the ren-

among tves for a full
ruinute as the singing corr
finued inside.

Criss heard the renegade
using English with Shawnee

, and as he spoke

to €,  hie specific
English words, like reli
gion, Jesus Christ, manger,
Christmas.

understood
English and he understood
what was about to happen.
He also understood that
when the warriors lit the
fire to burn the cabin he
would scream a warning to
those inside, regardless of
gte harm that would befall

“T surely vill,” he whis-

pered
egade, who in turn smiled
as he pulled scalping
Xnife from his war belt and
approached Criss.

“Shemeneeto  says  you
snore too loud to live with
us,” the renegade said as he
held the knife up, and with
a quick flick of the knife,
expertly cut the rope from
around Criss's neck. He
then cut the rope binding
Criss's hands from behind
is backe.

“Shemeneto says are
,ﬁuwgabndnabo ling your

syrup.”

He then gently shoved
Jacob Criss away from the
group, turned his back to
him and away as the
others were daing.

toward the beautiful river.
He never before truly no-
ticed how beantiful this

place could be.
He noticed it now and he
imagined he would nefice it
from this night for-

He stood and watched as
the Shawnee warriors went
on their way and noted that
only once did Shemeneetn

the river and continuing on-
ward, never looking back

back in the direction of the
cabin and his maple syrup

carnp.
At first he cried as he
wn!ked. but gradually, as his
t up tension faded, he
msmﬂeashewxped
the tears and snot from his
face. Soon he began to qui-
etly sing his new lavante
Christmas song to
with his thick German ac-
;;u";:,uﬂmsnowfeﬂbdom

“Gott rest ye merry yentie-
men let nutting ye dismay”

*The above story was
researched an
&fut.mh Volumes IOBB and 198
of the Draper
with i

liam Wood. Other historical
works from which this nar-
rative was drawn include
the works of Maysville his-
torians: Lewis and Richard
Collins, Rev. John McClung,
G. Glenn Clift and others.
Some historical accounts
use the name Crisswell, but
my research indicates that
m a different early Ger

men” i
Christmas songs sang along
the Kenmcky frontier, per-
‘Thaps as early as 1775.

The song remains popu-

lar,

1 hope you have a very
Merry Christmas, dear
reader.

By Cecil Lawson

tion, along with that of his
loyal advisers and his base
of supporters across
nation, has created an un-
precedented situation for
the couatry.

At the same time, as
vaccines for COVID-19
have begun to arrive to fo-

On Monday evening I
happened to notice that a
lot of people out there went
outside to view the Great
Conjunction of Jupiter and
Saturn in the western sky,
on the day of the Winter
Solstice, the shortest,
darkest day of the year,

The last time the two
planets were close was 20
years ago, but I think the
weather made them not
so visible for most people
across the country.

There’s very litlle else
these days that seems to
draw us together with a
e of awe.

Mom often than not we
place ourselves within big
pockets of outrage, mak-
ing it harder and harder
for us ta share anything in
commeon with our fellow
citizens and others around
the world,

After every election
there are winners and los-
ers, and the institutions
of government that we
put in place make sure
that the reigus of power
change hands more or
less smoothly from one
administration to the next.
Our current president’s
ongoing refusal to accept
the outcome of the elec-

and pursing
hnmes to start the first
rounds of inoculations
against this virus, it is be-
coming obvious that a sig-
nificant number of people
are going to refuse to take
it, creating another situa-
tion in which the ahility of
our medical innovation and
will be

INTO

ocial
unahle in the long term to
Ecl the further spread of
OVID under control
‘The coronavirus was po-
from day nne by
those who refu
cept its severity and even
ks existence, so at every
turn we've had to bring it
undef control, there has
been resistance, even
plans to turn to violence in
some locations.

I don't have any answers
to these dilemmas, If we
can't live on the same page,
from a common set of
facts, then we have simply
divided ourselves up into
camps of people who are,
quite simply, ready to go to
war with one another over
‘what is real and what isn’t.

a reporter I've
watched in frustration over
the years as social media
has overrun the ability of
journalism to get a handle
on our everyday situations.
Some call this “democratiz-

THE UNKNOWN

ing” the media. Everyone I believe we are now past Infamous former Sec- things we do not know. But
having a smart phone and  the point of noreturn. You retary of Defense Don- lhere are also unknown
camera and instantaneous can't unring the beil ald said it best: the ones we
access to the world's ears  As my company gets “there are known knowns; don'tknow we don'tknow.”
and eyes has also created ready to take off the next there are things we 1 wish you all a Merry
ing unprecedented.  week and enjoy alittle time  know we know. We also Chnstmasan Happy New
‘That has also made people off for Christmas and New know there are kmown Year Stay safe, stay smart.
a lot less patient with “get-  Year, 1 can't help but won- unknowns; that is to say
ting the story straight”and  der what 2021 holds for us. we know there are some
has given different polit-
cal interests in our country
the ability to “contest the
narrative.” People don't
want to listen or read what
others to say, an Licking Vaboy Rural Electric Cooperath {Licking Valey') intands adustment
they want to do all the talk- | ¢f s existing raies by filng en spgiicstion with {KPSC)
ing (or shouting), and the :: %Incuem: 2020-00338. The wuﬂmwwmmwwmmmmdmm
work of journalism gets | (ukingValey The prasent and propased ratas for each
lost in the noise. Or more | customer h ‘Wil apply are et forth below:
ly, serious journak
ism is viewed as just one ey I Pissait " Popeesd
opinion among many oth- i
ers through social media. Customer Chargs Per Month $14.00  $17.08
Unfortunately some of Energy Charge Per kW $0.090392 $0.090352
the biggest media outlets
have followed this trend Consumer Faciity $16.00  $17.08
and turned their news Enargy Charge Per kWh $0.000392 $0.090382
rooms into vehicles for Prapay Senvice Fee $380 380
“analysis” or “commen-
tary” or more haonestly we dassif
*opigion,” glus fe i apgly s sal
i Y RN, —
ot o —— I e—
T can't fmilt them for B el Gomrnca i
focusing on the bottom P Larga Commarcial $0 0%
line, but it does the public LPR Large Comm Rats s %
no service whatsoever in ) g’;m

presenting factual news.
And it opens a void for
the non-factual to raise its
ugly head from the abyss,
which often takes the form
of some regular person
sitting in their basements
and garages in frant of
their smart phone cam-
eras spreading rumor and
conjecture and conspiracy
theories through YouTube
and Facehook and Twilter.

‘Additional information, links, 8nd 8 copy of Licking Vallay's full notice cancerming its proposed rate adjustment

mhh\mdlludﬂnq‘lllﬂyspdmﬂplloﬂsﬁm1 Msin Street West Liberty, Kanucky 41472), its webslte
vitler: @LVRECC and Facebook: hitps:iwww. facebook.com/
WlayRmﬂEam!mwubvd or @UVRECC),

a timaly

request for the KPSC, 21

1 Sawer Baulevard, Past Offico
and infarast of

Bﬂ!ﬂls\ Fﬂmdnﬂ. Knrmd(y 40602,

s (502) 564. s

party. The KPSt
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Heaven s
A LotLike
Kentucky

By Charles Mattox

100 YEARS AGO: Christ-
mas Season 1920, down-
town Carliste, Kentucky,

Children have gathered
at the courthouse and they
sing in unison

Wa three kings of Orient are
bearing gifts we traverse afar.
Field and fow-un-tain,

mour and mourun-1gin
Fallowing yonder star

The children made their
way across the lawn of the
courthouse mingling with the
crowd as easily as the snow-
flakes that fell to the ground
around them.

‘The smell of fresh candy
and baked goods of every
description floated across the
courthouse square and along
the shops that lined the streets
of downtown Carlisle.

LD. Young sat with friends
on the courthouse steps, qui-
etly listening to the Jittle an-
gelic voices and taking in the
view of Maia Street, and its

bustling sidewalks that were
filled with local fijends and
their families.

He was almost 0-years-ald
and was happy to see Christ-
mas come again, Life was
filled with wondrous awe, es-
pecially for LD.. a man who
had cheated death more times
than he had ever liked giving
serious thought too.

Lieut Iot Dudley (D)
Young was born in Nicholas
County, Kentucky in 1842. At
the age of twenty he joined a
‘band of citizen soldiers known
as the "Flat Rock Grays"” a
Kentucky militia unit that
would eventually become
Company H of the Fourth
Hentucky Infantry Battalion,
First Kentucky Infantry Bri
gade, Conf ederate States of
America, mown acress the
annals of time simply as The
Orphan Brigade.

O Star of wonder, star of
night

Star with roval beavly bright

Westward leading, still pro-

ceeding
Guide us to Thy Perfect Light

A enowball was thrown
i his midst and it smacked
against the courthouse wali
scattering snow all over him.
The cackling of children as
they rushed by gave him and
‘his old friend’s reason to stand
and shout et the little tykes as
they raced and slipped and
alid across the frozen ground
around the courthouse. 1D
and the others laughed and
shook their head. He enjoyed
seeing the children, enjoyed

THY PERFECT LIGHT

seeing their glows with the
promise of presents in their
home this Christmas and their
genuine excitement at Chirist-
mas. He was glad most of the
boys had made it home from
Europe at the end of World
War One.

But there just for 8 brief mo-
ment. the sound of the snow
ball shiking the courthouse
wall... well it sounded just like
the sound he hed heard so
many fimea of a bullet strildng
someone near him.

He knew some of the WW
Iveterans were having trouble
adjusting to civilian life again,
he knew all about that, the
sleepless nights and those
wretched nightmares when
sleep finally came. He wasn't
sure which was worse. He
tried not to dwell on those
things and he wied mot to
dwell on the foolish command-
ers he and his fellow Orphans
had been forced to serve.
None compared to that the
despicable imp kmown as Geo-
eral Braxton Bragg, who was
corumanding officer of the
Army of Tennessee, which the
Orphan Brigade fought with.
Bragg had dealt the Orphans
su many tragic blows due to
his vile inepiness and hatred
of Kentucky. He had even or-
dered the execution of one of
the Orphans; Asa Lewis, the
day after Christmas in 1863.
‘That had been one of many
lows for the Orphans. Aod
most considered their com-
manding General Bragg as 2
greater enemy than any Yan-
kee they had met on any field
of battle.

About 4500 men initially

slaughtered in that horrible

made up the units of The Or«  war. He had written a book Frankincense to offer have I
phan Brigade when the Ameri-  about hls exploits during the Incense owns a Deity nigh
can Civil War begam, but that  war, it “Reminjscences huyemmi praising, all men
oumber was reduced to 530 of a Soldier of the Orphan Bri-  raising

when they finally surrendered  gade,” and he wrote it for sup- Worship Him, God most kigh
one month after General Lee  port of the WW 1 veterans. He

surrendered the army of Vi-  had volunteered to serve with And sa it came to pass that

e
BomaKlmeﬂHdumk

pla
Gald 1 bring to crown Him

them during the war, but the
Secretary of Defense denied
‘*his honorable request.

not long after that day, LD sat
down with quill and paper and
wrole his final wish to be fol
lowed as instructed by his
survivers when death came
for him,

again O Star of wondey, stor of A
King forever, ceasing never night “T have deemed it proper
Over us all to reign Star with royal beauty bright  and appropriate and it is my
Westward leading, still pro-  earnest desire aud request, af
‘The reason the Brigade i ter long and mature delibera-

would become known as The
Orphan Brigade was that
they never returned home
to Kentucky ance hostilities
commenced and also due to
the fact that their leaders per-
ished frequently in battle, thus
orphaning them.

The Battle of Jonesboro in
late August of 1664 marked
the end of hostilities for Young
and many of the few remain-
ing Orphans who had sur
vived the war up to that poimt.

Young had survived the
previous camage of Shiloh,
Lookout Mountain, Vicks-
‘burg, Utoy Creek, Dallas, Re-
;::-;Az, Ringgold rGa'p, Adanta,

eceeding
Guide us to Thy perfect light

‘When he left for the Ameri
can Civil War, all those years
ago, he left the woman he so
dearly loved in Carlisle. When
he returned she had lang been
gone; married to another, LD's
heart had been broken but he
eventually shaok off his mel
ancholy gloom and married
Belle Davis, of Middietown,

The couple had five chit
dren.

All things must end and LD
knew he had lived a long aad
prosperous life. He had been
a lreqll!nt featured speaker
n various political rallies and

tion, that my remalns should
be buried in the manneras
near as possible that they
would have been, had [ fallen
in battle when 2 soldier,” he
wrole.

He asked to be buried in
a plain pine or cypress cof
fin which was pui together
with the old-fashioned square
nails with the lid fastened with
gcrews. He wanted to be bur-
ied in his Confederate uniform
with the Confederate flag in
his left hand and the American
flag in his right. Both Confed-
erate and Union veterans were
asked to serve as pall bearers,

Young died April 3, 1926

Soldier Reunions  being buried in Carlisle, Ken-
and dozens of lesser known held across the Bluegrass. tucky.
Jocations of conflict that had His advice was sought by His final wishes were fol
tried to lay him low, as it had  many, near snd far, for his wis-  lowed to the letter.
s0 many of his comrades. dom was great and his bruthfinl
He was neady killed at nature was beyand question. O Star of wonder, star of
Jonesboro, but fared luckier He enjoyed his life in Nicholas i

than his dearest friends who
perished in  that horrific
battle. Lord have mercy, all
of his dearest friends were

County. He enjoyed his visita
to Carlisle and his friendly
town.

night
Star with royol beauty bright
Westward leading, still pro-
ceeding
Guuk us io Thy perfect light

By Cecil Lawson

Allof the COVID-19 restric-
tions over the past several
months, as well as additional
duties on the job, have led me
to daydream about more time
autdoors.

1 often idealize my hik-
ing trips and excursions,
but the reality is usually dif
ferent. In the summer, it's
ticks, chiggers, and spiders;
in the winter, cold and wet
feet and hands. And at all
times, there's ripped pants
and shirts from crossing
barbed wire fences and going
through brambles, and the
chance of a sprained ankle
and blistered feet

One time  was out in the
woods helping my dad cut
wood, and I somehow pushed
a dead tree that decided to
fall the other way and fall
straight onto my head.

Another time I took a run
end tried to leap over a steep
crevasse over a creek and
didn’t quite make it, plung-
ing into cold water and mud
'

y

i NOTICE TO MOUNTAIN TELEPHONE CUSTOMERS

helow.

And then there was the
time 1 watched a nice, fat
black bear sprint across the
road in front of me while
walking my late dog Max.
Apparently it had business
elsewhere, but Max's desire
to attack and my thumping
heart led me to return to the
house.

But the most dangerous
trip | ever took was not so
many years ago, when ] de-
cided to get out one day and
hike in early February along
2 section of the Sheltawee
‘Trace Trail, from Cave Run
Dam qorth toward More
head.

1 had never been in that
direction before, and from
ny map study, it looked like
1 would have a smooth
along a long ridgeline with
great views for several hours
that afternoon after hoofing
up a steep part of the path.

It was barely 20 degrees
outside, and there were a few
inches of snow and ice on the
ground, but it waa sunny, so T
bundled up in several layers
of clothes, hoisted my back-
pack full of water and protein
bars, and started on the trail.

Surprisingly I met 3 differ-
ent people, including one on
abike, on the early part of the
trail. I rarely meet people in
the woods, so it was nice to

CoLD IN MY BONES

see some kindred spirits.
The steep hill turzed out
to be a bit steeper than I
thought, and it was slippery
and muddy under the midday
sun. It probably took me a
good half hour to get to the
top of the ridge, and [ had
warmed up and was sweat

ing.

That's when things went
downhill fast, even as I had
reached the proverbial moun-

p.

Sintce the rest of the trail
wasn't strenuous, my sweat
began to cool me off — in 20
degree weather.

1 pressed on, but the fur-
ther along 1 got, the more T
could feel my bedy tempers-
ture struggling to stay up. 1
ate roy snacks, and drank my
water, but nothing seemed to
help.

1 was starting to shiver
when the wiser part of my
brain suggested that 1 turn
around and head back. I'had
pressed on for two hours on
the trail, 30 1 had that much
time to cover on my way
back.

T could feel my insides to
start to guiver as my body
simply wasn't able to stay
‘warm anymore.

‘The wind was alsa pick-
ing up on the ridgetop. Iwas
well on my way to becoming
atextboak hypothermia case.

T'm not sure what drove
me on except my innate stub-
boraness, but I shivered my
way for another two hours,
slid down the steep hill, and
was singing fittery hallelujah

choruses when 1 finally got
the heater on in my car and
got my core temperature
back up.

1 slept well that night.

‘The moral of the story, if

there is one, is the obvious
— know your weather, and
know your body.

I learned a tough lessom,
but I still love the winter.
Stay sefe out there.

12115120

27.1% to 31.8%.

Federat Universal Service Charge Increase

Effective January 1, 2021, the Federal Universal Service
Charge {FUSC) on your bill will increase as a result of an
increase in the Federal Communications Commission’s
(FCC) universat service fund contribution factor from

The FUSC is calculated in accordance
with FCC rules by applying the new contribution factor of
31.8% (0.318) to the charges for inferstate services. The
federal universal service fund helps to ensure access to
affordable communications services in hard-to-serve rural
areas of the United States. If you have any questions re-
garding the FUSC, please contact the FCC at 1-888-225-

5322 or email: fecinfo@fcc.gov.

=y

X L2 7
Mountain Telephone
Your. Cooperative

NOTICE

The fiber telephone service in your home requires commercial
!power to operate. Therefore, at no additional cost to you, an
: 8-hour battery back-up power supply was installed with your ser-
{vice to allow for emergency operation during power outag-
ies. This means that emergency phone service is anticipated to
'functmn for at least 8-hours in an extended power outage. The
vablhty of the battery to power your phone service can be affected
rby many factors including the age of your battery, improper home
!wire grounding, unprotected power surges, manufacturer defect,
l1mproper storage conditions, or failure to keep the power pack
plugged in. Our batteries do not power self-owned phone hand-
sets that separately require power. You must have a phone capa-
| ble of being plugged into our jack to run off the back-up battery
'shou]d your home power fail.

1

i

1
1If a longer back-up battery operation is desired, we now have

124 hour battery packs available for an addltlonal fee. Should
ilonger operation be required, we suggest you look at vendors for
‘commerclally available backup power options such as a genera-
itor, UPS, etc. For additional information, please call us at 606-
1743-3121.

\\‘ ’//

Monntam Teiephone
12/15/20

(icking Vatay’) Intends.
will

Licking
mhuﬂxﬂngmashyum-n KPSC") an Dacember
licatk posed rates X

The present and proposed rates for each
mmﬁmﬂmmmhnhmwosadmmnwmymmmwm

ButeClass Present

Schaduia A - Regidental,

Barnn Zauy' Cotuunils Sl A Smad Serees
Cusiomes Charge Por Marth
Energy Charge Par kiNh

Proposed

$1400  §517.08
$0.090382 50.080302
Consumer Facily Charge

Energy Charge Per kWh
Frepay Sanvica Fee

$14.00 51709
090392 $0.090332
5360

mmmdm-mwo amounts and
the proposed rates wil epply Is set forth below:

Bata Clags

A Residantal

B $mall Commercial
w
LPR
S
Totat

Adicitiona! information, friks, and & copy of Licking Valley's ful notice rate adiustment
ean be found 2t Licking Valey's Mmmiumsnﬁwmmmmmm,asm
it o, wmmquwnsccww titpswwnfacebook com!

the KPSC, 211 Sower Boulsvard, Post Offics
and interest of

e

anxms. Franidost, oy
e e

Licking i 15day:oﬂh1lku The rates containad in this
mwnymwmmmmm y order rates 1o ba charged
mammmmmwmmwsmuu

Published in the Menifae County News Owllack on 12.17, 12.24 of 2020 & 01.07.21
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OPINIONS

The opinion page does not reflect the views of the KyNewsGroup.

Heaven Is
AlotlLike
Kentucky

By Charles Mattox

“When you teach your
son, you teach your soms’

son.

from, ‘The
Talmud,” a central text of
Rabbinic Judaism. }t is also
iraditionally referred to as
Shas, a Hebrew abbrevia-
tion of shisha sedarim, the
¥six orders", a reference
to the six orders of the
Mishnah, It is the record
of rabbinic teachings that
spans a period of about six
hundred years, beginning
around the 3rd century
AD.

“Simplicity,.  patience,
compassion: These three are
your greatest tregsures,

Being deeply loved by
someone gives you strength,

delamagmmem deeply
gives you courage.”

Lao Tzu, also known as
Laozi, an ancient Chinese
philesopher end author
of Tzo Te Ching’ and the
founder of Taoism.

T returned, and saw un-
der the sun, that the race
[is] not to the swift, nor the
batile to the strong, neither
yet bread to the wise, nor yet
nclm 1o men of understand-

, nor yet favour o men
m'tkﬂl, but time and chance
happeneth to them all.®

Book of Ecclesiastes,
King James Bible, Chap-
ter 9, Verse 11. The author
of the book calls himself
“The Preacher,” “The son
of David,” and *King in Je-
rusalem.”

*You kave lo carry the
3

1 don't know how to.

Yes, you do.”

Is tlleﬁn real? The fire?”

Yes it is.”

Where is it? I don't knoto
where it is."

Yes you do. It's inside you.
It always was there. I can
see it.”

whmiug author, Cormac

2020 is ﬁnalw over.

The year marked his-
toric changes in the very
fabric of society across the
nation, state and county.

From civil unrest, which
came about as part of a
greater movement of chal
lenging police tactics and
in particular the percep
tion of the unfair treatment
of the black community
by police, to a devastating
pandemic which left aver

HINDSIGHT IS 2020

340,000 Americans dead
hefore the year ended; to
the attimes, complete pa-
ralysis of our systems of
education, justice and gov-
ernment; to a controver-
sial presidential election
and its ongoing aftermath;
2020 will likely be remem-
bered for decades to come
as the “worst year ever” in
a long time for our nation,
collectively.

And, contrary to the of
ten-parroted, ultra-conser-

the November election did
not see the miraculous dis-
appearance of the Covid-19
virus as many of our fellow
Kentuckians and local citi-
zens insisted would be the

case.

As it furns out, science
is real; and the Covid-19
virus was, and continues to
be, serious and deadly, and
it has no political agenda,
unlike many of those who
spread such false state-

ments.

As a student of history
and an obsessive research-
er, 1 am presented with
troubling realities about
the spread and severity of
the pandemic; as well as
the utter disbelief of the
causes and preventions by
my fellow citizens, many of
whom continue to go into
public with no consider

ation about social distanc-
ing or face coverings. 1
guess that shouldn't come
as any real surprise when
you examine the situation
closer. These folks never
had any respect or consid-
eration for you or [ before,
s0... why would they now?

That kind of behavior
continies to boggle my
mind, and for a large part, [
dor't think it was the dead-
1y pandemic that caused as
much concern for me and
millions of others, rather
thag the bizarre behavior it
seemed to produce among
some of our cifizens.

l just never really con-

we as a npafion
were that divided and dug
into our own personal be-
liefs and politics to the
point where we not only
disagreed with our fellow
citizens, we blatantly and
aggressively  denounced
and attacked them both
verbally and physically in
the streets.

The 1918 influenza pan-
demic was the most severe
pandemicin recent history.
It was caused by an HIN1
virus with genes of avian
origin. Although there is
not universal consensus
regmimg where the virus

it d

sprea
wide during 18181919. In
the United States, it was
first identified in military
personnel in spring 1918.
It is estimated that about
500 million people or one-

third of the warld’s popule-
tion became infected with
this virus. The number of
deaths was estimated to be
at least 50 million world-
wide with about 675,000
ocaurring in the United
States.

There are no guarantees
in this beantiful, but often

Every day is a blessmg
and it is up to us and no
one else to make the best
of it, regardless of the
cards that life has dealt us.
1 don’t say that with light
conviction. My cards were
so horrible there at one pe-
riod in my life I seriously
considered ‘throwing in
the cards.’

‘We live with some trow
bling truths collectively
and individually as the sun

the woods or along the
streams to seek peace and
understanding, 1 know I
m:ld be real, ‘not ok’ with

S0 1 have to say, as an
oftencritical witness o
the social behavior of our
small communities in
Fleming, Nicholas, Bath,
Rowan, Menifee and some
surrounding counties, that
I am impressed with the
general perseverance of
my fellow Kentuckians and
their strength they exhibit
when trying to go about
their lives with some sort
of normalcy.

And now we find our-
selves with 2020 in hind-
sight and perhaps we can
grow from that as thoughts
of New Years’ resolutions
filter into our collective

rises and sits each day 1
cant remember a year,
in this section of my little
world that js northeast
Kentucky, where 1 have
seen so many individuals
bear so much grief, and
though I believe in a high
er power, 1 seek under
standing in the woods and
streamsand I therefore am
heartbroken for the indi
viduals who find under-
standing and meaning to
their lives in any particular
church which has suffered
from social restriction
placed upon us this year,

If someone told me I
wasn't allowed to go into

I often found myself in
the past year on the verge
of panic for fear of what the
future might bring, instead
of embracing the joy I had
surrounding me every day
of my life, which I took for
granted.

We live, we learn, we
adapt and we overcame.

T'm glad you are reading
t}us as our brave new year

By Cecil Lawson

Earlier this week [ was
perusing Google Earth
2nd noticing old paths in
the landscape, roadways
no longer open to vehicle
traffic but still listed on the

More than once I'm sure
these roads have led many
contemporary drivers, in-
cluding myself, astray.

1 often wonder how it is
these old paths came to fall
by the wayside.

Last year I think I di-
vined an old road that used
to run from Farmers in
Rowan County, through
Moores Ferry, through
Skillet Branch in Peast-
icks, to Prickly Ash outside
of , all the way
up Tunnel Hill and West
Tunnel Hill Roads, all the
way North Middletown
and Paris and beyond.

If you look closely (and
carefully) while driving on
US 60 going out of Owings-

WHAT FALLS BY THE WAYSIDE?

ville, you can see remnants
of the old Midland Trail on
the Scurve going down
the hill, as well as along
Rose Run Creek. There
are even the remnants of
stone abutments for twa
‘bridges still there,

In the same vicinity Old
Peasticks Road used to
connect to the current day
Peasticks Road at the top
of the hill, before 164 came
through in the mid-1960s,

All of my life I've mar-
veled athow Moores Ferry
Road (211 North) comes
to an end at the Licking
River in Bath County but
continues on the other side
on Rowan and through
Fleming Counties through
Spurlock Gap.

If the road was busy
enough to have a ferry
crossing (as it was at the
old town of Wyoming),

why was no bridge built.

aver the river there? Who
made that decision? 1
know of families that were
at the very least inconve-
nienced, and at the most,
cut off from one another,
because of that decision.
Taking it amaother step
further, who decided it
was a good idea to cre-

ate bypasses around most
local towns around us
in the 1980s and 1990s?
‘That gave the big box
stores carte blanche to
move in and essentially
ruin the character of own
downtowns, even as they
brought jobs and new busk
nesses. There was even a
plan for a bypass around
QOwingsville at one time.

All things change, it is
true, but not all change is
inevitable.

As Axl Rose sang many
vears ago, “You can't trust
freedom when it’s not in
your hands.’

Government  bureaw-
crats and elected officials
in league with big business
have their own agendas for
our communities, but as
I've observed on the job
for the past decade, there
seems to be little interest
on the part of the public
in standing up or speak-
ing out or even providing
mput with it comes to such
plans, whether they are
good for our communities
or not.

In the coming years we
will be looking at potential
developments at Cave Run
Lake and the Red River

NOTICE

Licking Veliay Rural Electric Cooparativa Comoration {"Licking Valisy') Iniend ko propose @ general adjustment
C

of it5 existing rates
18, 2020 In Case No. 2020-00338. The appllcation will request that the proposed rates become effective January
18, 2021,
Licking Velsy imtends io propose an adjustmend only to certaln rales. m-mlmp-npmmluraadu
customer apply below:
BaaClass Present  Proposed
Gustomer Charga Per $14.00  $I%.08
Ensrgy Charge Per kWh $0.090352 S04
Comsumer Faciity Charge 51400 31708
Energy Gharge Par kWn
Prapay Servios Fea $3.60
Norevisiong s charges o1
dassif-
apply is sel
—lns
RataClase Peroent
A Realdendsl 3505550 288%
B Smafl Commarcial $0 0%
P Lerge Commercial 50 0%
PR Large Comm Rats s0 0%
8L . I 0%
Total 5595560 221%

Additonsl information, ks, and & copy of Licking Vialey's full natioe cancarning fts proposed rate adi
mu.mmmuhqvmy’:wmmmi Main Sroet WeetLbery. Kumdquln).iuubﬂc
Facebook:

[hwseethurece.coml), and via media ; @LVRECC and
mmwdemn mccwpmmml erQLVRED\:)
261, Franidor,

the KPS, 211 Sower Boulevard, Post Office

Gorge. ‘The COVID-19
pandemic increased tour-
ism visits at the Lake and
Gorge this past summer
to record levels. The re-
gion seems to be in the
midst of a new housing
boom as interest rates
have bottomed out, and
new people from all over
the country are moving
here. Traffic has notice-
ably mmased on our little

roads. _Alcohol

in Lexington, is now
workmg 2432 million retail
development in Morehead.
Are we ready for afl this?
Are we prepared for the

sales have been legali

in Bath and Henung Courr
ties, and that is going to
have long-term and uafore-

Ti You itk | Do Wothiag - € you 60 poing, you wil
nﬁhkmmwﬂu

Than Thio Last S DIGits OF rshe asy mooey b the secdemars, aud
'W'mll""h s you wil be boure by the orders and sargenen|
our Rights May BY o the Coart 2nd ghve ep your rights 1o s )
L Chas e Stlemant . [t daims roived by s Setdement, St
s B drwsult adeoet? The bt 5% 90 527 1 e Setemert and o)

road ahead of us, heading
in a direction we may not
get to choose?

Just food for thought in
the new year.

Setfement.
The parties wil request a Fiimess Hearing defore

A Ihumaﬂyumu::.l:m Divislen 2, oo

ﬁanmy for our reg(la:n e . 5 e 17t o o s e
What St A Claken - You

g:s\ngoxtyang:;celgﬁ i mnmgmwlwbuﬁmwn

dicial centers. AppHarvest  [can fom by Harch 27, 321 o9 WX b et 5 . sotopen, wed

opened in Rowan County

in October, and Common- ﬂmnﬁtﬁ.nm‘n“::?" i by

operage, of yor ad o gliplemri
:ﬂec‘:nulﬁ-mﬂ'liﬂo%“:{ e T SO e o coduc st
lar business, will soon be chs T ks 3 setx . ot
located across the road | oot iemkned . La0g Form Notic and Ly For, please s
from AppHarvest Devel Mmmm.mm-m%%mumwm

oper Patrick Madden, who

made Hambury Place a re- [
GOVERNMENT FORECLOSURE SALE

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2021 10:00 AM,

AT BATH COUNTY COURTHOUSE ANNEX
19 E. MAIN STREET, OWINGSVILLE, KY/BATH COUNTY
HOUSE AND LOT &1 OBERLINE STREET, OWINGSVILLE, KY 40350

imend, Housing Program. mmmmmmmhmmmmmﬂhmﬂmﬂymumﬂa%m
rapairs, Open housa

operty may i

The minimum scoeplebie bid for this property & 526,800.00.

[Payment of the cumens yaar's property taxes are the responshilily of the purchaser,

Ciear tille ko this property & not wananted. mu.s.wmfbmamawmdmmymv Buyers are advised to.
{Counly Rurel Development Office witiin 20 days. S

LEGAL NOTICE
[ Notioe is hereby given that on Thursday, February 11, 2021, at 10:00 a m. af Bath Coxunty Couthousa Annex, 18 E Main St
| Owingsvile, Kentucky, in ordar o raise the sum of $41,786.50, a5 of June 26, 2018 which includes the amount of $21,852.62
;wbw,muslmﬂ& hmwmgmhmdpm#ﬂhmaﬁemd“&!wmymmﬁ.
18, undi the dats v
annum, unti paid in fuf and for the oosis of thés acion, pursuart ko Judgmend and Order of Sale, mmmmmm
mmmhLmnmdmmsmmmmmmdem eniered on

January 15, 2020, n ty Wright, Sr., etal

peoparty wil ba sold to the highest and best bidder

House and ot located a1 61 Obeline Steat, Oingeyile, KY 40360

TERMS OF SALE: T Ihe form of the LS, Marshaf) on

nmammmm-mmmmvmwww beamgmldw'mnﬂ_‘asperumwmumw
Judgmen. H\edewsvl

Marshal as

that diffet from the proposed rates.

mmmmmwwdwum\unhmh.
contained in this natice.

the party. mmm.mhwﬂnmwmm Is hitp3ipec. ky mt:omm
i roquired to taka action on Licking Vabey's BppBication within 75 days of i filng. Tha teea contained n tha

for sale subjoct o confimaton by the Courl. n-ssaesvunhanwwdum«ummmm estts caim,
demand or
wm;;ﬁ:émammmmmmsum nmwmmhmmnmmmnw

Menifoo ty

valve, g g the
s = by lawt (KRS U,mm s deanedio
Mmmnmumm;m
Inquinies shoukd be Grectedlo:  Pauta Smih, Single Family Housing Specialist
1217, 12240l 2020 & 01.07.21 RURAL DEVELOPMENT AREA OFFICE

Marehesd, Kenucky - Telephona. 506-784-6447



NEWSPAPER AFFIDAVIT

Application Numbera2/):06-)135%

L \

L of the Beattyville Enterprise newspaper, published in
Beattyville, KY (Lee Co.), do hereby cemfy that from ny own knowledge and ¢ eck of the files of this

newspaper that the dvert% ent of [ for
A \C k'% % ”l@![ ?( i, was inserted in the Beattyville Enterprise on the
following

Date: M&@Page [Q Column/i'éo
Date: ]ﬁ[&jl(;b&j’age /ﬁ Columnl-lp
Date: ﬁBQA&QPage [Q Columnﬂiﬁ

Date: Page Column

Date: Page Column

Signature@ W

Subscribed and sworn before me by: ,{J')’@?Db(\nCM

[ A
Notaryd" ] (U\ %

el
.this3 day of l Qb! ua f(f/\

My commission explres 0 5 l 2) &3 Notary ID: @ ZC/\%O}




Invoice

Breathitt Advocate
PO Box 1015
Jackson, KY 41339 Date Invoice #
1/11/2021 3992
Affidavit of Service Rendered
Bill To
State of Kentucky - County of Breathitt
LICKING VALLEY RECC The undersigned having been duly sworn, deposes that the following billed ads
MAUDIESIEREEE were printed in the Breahtitt Advocate on the date shown in the item description
PO BOX 605 section of this invoice on the page number listed on this invoice.
WEST LIBERTY, KY 41472 /F%f
Subscribed andy-worn before me tﬁg l day of Qee/ 2020 .
il BN
NOtaryVPlrl hlic Y YU
My commission expires: 3" Q‘ 09,(7(—

Quantity ltem Code Description Price Each Amount
Advertisement Rate Adjustment Notice 12/16/2020 page 9 120.00 120.00
Advertisement Rate Adjustment Notice 12/23/2020 page 8 120.00 120.00
Advertisement Rate Adjustment Notice 33&2828age 9 120.00 120.00

oifotf202)

LIG

KING VALLEY R

ECEIVE
FEB 0 1 2020 l

E.C.C.

Total

=X




AFFIDAVIT

The affiant, Kendra L. Bell, being first duly sworn states the following under oath:

1. I am the Customer Service Representative/Designated Employee of Licking Valley
RECC.

2. As part of my duties as Customer Service Representative/Designated Employee of
Licking Valley RECC I am responsible for the customer notice publications or mailings.

B The attached Notice to Customer of the proposed rate increase was mailed to
Rowan County Water Treatment Plant on December 14, 2020.

4. The attached Notice to Customer of the proposed rate increase has also been posted
at Licking Valley RECC’s principal place of business, on Licking Valley RECC’s website and on
its social media pages. The notice will remain posted until the Commission has issued a final
decision in this matter.

5. I sent the customer notice to the Breathitt Advocate which published the customer
notice for three consecutive weeks with the first being December 16, 2020 prior to the Application
being filed. However, I subsequently learned that this newspaper did not have a large customer
base and sent the customer notice to the Jackson-Breathitt County Times-Voice to make sure the
customer notice was received by a larger group of customers. The customer notice also ran three
consecutive weeks in the Jackson-Breathitt County Times-Voice with the first being December
30, 2020.

FURTHER, the affiant sayeth naught.

KENDRA L. BELL :



STATE OF KENTUCKY )
)sct
COUNTY OF MORGAN )
Subscribed, sworn and acknowledged to before me by Kendra L. Bell this /23 g { day of

February, 2021.

My Commission Expires: (Q%@/Qﬁ,@ 1/
/

NOTARY|PUBLIC, S'{'ATE T LARGE
-+ P 784
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