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Kentucky Senate must block utilities’ move to
corner the market on solar
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   

Looking at the money spent lobbying this General Assembly, you might think
Kentucky’s most pressing issue is a thousand households producing electricity
from the sun.

Every argument in favor of a bill aimed at crushing rooftop solar has been
meticulously debunked by small business owners who are creating renewable-
energy jobs. Nonetheless, when the legislature convenes Friday for its final two
days, the utility industry and its allies will keep pushing House Bill 227. They’ve
spent too much to stop.

Accept for a moment (and we don’t) the industry’s contention that solar customers
are being subsidized by other customers. The annual cost of the alleged subsidy
would be about what four utilities reported spending in just two months on their
quest to corner Kentucky’s solar market. Their campaign is on track to break state
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records for spending on lobbying and advertising to influence lawmakers. (And
that doesn’t even include campaign contributions.)
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We don’t yet know how much they spent in March, but the total in January and
February came to $204,557 for LG&E-KU Energy, the Kentucky Association of
Electric Cooperatives, Big Rivers Electric Corp. and Duke Energy. Throw in the
$28,087 reported by the deceptively-named Consumer Energy Alliance. Don’t
count the $105,285 spent by the Kentucky Chamber of Commerce because it’s
lobbying for more than just rooftop solar’s demise.

That’s more than $3,900 a day to end a subsidy that if it really existed (and it
doesn’t) was estimated by LG&E/KU in 2015 to cost each non-solar customer 12
cents a year.
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Cooperative Solar Farm One, located along I-64 between Lexington, and Winchester, Ky., is a 60-acre
solar farm. The solar panels are available to be licensed by homes and businesses served by Kentucky’s
Touchstone Energy Cooperatives. BY ALEX SLITZ

HB 227’s backers have provided no evidence, only hype and divisive propaganda,
that non-solar customers are hurt even a tiny bit by the net metering law that
allows households to receive credits on future bills for excess solar power they
feed into their utilities’ wires. If anything, the excess solar, which utilities sell at
retail rates, strengthens the system during summer days when demand peaks.

The utilities want to cut solar’s value by about two-thirds by pegging credits to
wholesale rates. That would make rooftop solar less economical by extending the
payback time. Multiple provisions in HB 227 would end net metering, says Tom
FitzGerald of the Kentucky Resources Council, dealing a blow to a promising
industry and making it harder for Kentuckians to save on energy costs.

Sen. Jared Carpenter R-Berea, claims more solar constituents than any other
lawmaker. He helped block a similar bill last year. But Carpenter was obviously
feeling pressure to bow to the industry during a March 29 meeting when he
moved a revised HB 227 through the Senate Natural Resources and Energy
Committee which he chairs.

Carpenter’s revision hands off the mugging of rooftop solar to the Public Service
Commission via vague, ambiguous directives that are stacked in favor of the
utilities. For example, it precludes the PSC from weighing net metering’s benefits
to utilities when setting rates.

Carpenter’s insistence that HB 227 represents a compromise and concessions by
the utilities is wishful thinking, not reality. Nothing good can come from HB 227
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for anyone other than utilities seeking a monopoly on solar.

Kentucky should follow South Carolina’s lead and consider expanding solar net
metering.

If senators remember that they were elected to serve the public interest, not
special interests, they’ll let HB 227 die.

  COMMENTS  

FROM OUR ADVERTISING PARTNERS

EDITORIALS

Going to vote? Here
are the Herald-
Leader editorial
board’s
endorsements in the
2020 election.
BY HERALD-LEADER EDITORIAL BOARD

OCTOBER 29, 2020 02:36 PM

   

See the Herald-Leader editorial board’s
endorsements for the 2020 election.

KEEP READING ➔

TRENDING STORIES

1,821 new Kentucky COVID-19
cases and 19 deaths. Restrictions
urged in 68 counties.
UPDATED OCTOBER 29, 2020 06:02 PM

This Kentucky business owner lost
customers after enforcing
Beshear’s mask mandate
UPDATED 6 HOURS 52 MINUTES AGO

Lexington enters ‘red zone’ with
sixth-highest day of new COVID-19
cases
UPDATED OCTOBER 29, 2020 05:57 PM

‘When they drill into your skull,
that’s a little scary.’ UK coach
discusses his comeback.
UPDATED OCTOBER 29, 2020 12:08 PM

Reports: Arrest warrant issued for
former UK player and Evansville
coach Walter McCarty
OCTOBER 29, 2020 12:02 PM

All-access digital subscription
#ReadLocal

Connect to local news for just $4.99 a month for 12 months.

READ NEXT

https://www.postandcourier.com/politics/in-victory-for-solar-industry-south-carolina-house-votes-to/article_97d987a0-3817-11e8-a36f-43a7cbb80449.html
javascript:void(0);
https://www.kentucky.com/opinion/editorials/article246743646.html#storylink=readnext
https://www.kentucky.com/opinion/editorials/
https://www.kentucky.com/opinion/editorials/article246743646.html#storylink=readnext
https://twitter.com/share?text=Going+to+vote%3F+Here+are+the+Herald-Leader+editorial+board%E2%80%99s+endorsements+in+the+2020+election.&url=https://www.kentucky.com/opinion/editorials/article246743646.html
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://www.kentucky.com/opinion/editorials/article246743646.html
mailto:?subject=Going%20to%20vote%3F%20Here%20are%20the%20Herald-Leader%20editorial%20board%E2%80%99s%20endorsements%20in%20the%202020%20election.&body=https://www.kentucky.com/opinion/editorials/article246743646.html
https://www.kentucky.com/opinion/editorials/article246743646.html
https://www.kentucky.com/news/coronavirus/article246788402.html#storylink=trendingstories
https://www.kentucky.com/news/coronavirus/article246713046.html#storylink=trendingstories
https://www.kentucky.com/news/coronavirus/article246800632.html#storylink=trendingstories
https://www.kentucky.com/sports/college/kentucky-sports/uk-basketball-women/article246747271.html#storylink=trendingstories
https://www.kentucky.com/sports/college/kentucky-sports/ex-cats/article246803297.html#storylink=trendingstories
https://account.kentucky.com/subscribe/create?param=f3NJAEM=&offer=NmEfaxcUb3lSCUJAfRJBYyE%2BARM8byc6GwJCG15QPgoUG0hQeHNFCEpDb29STx0HLisVS1BIbw81YUZLdA4%2FCEA%2FAg4xazk3GQo%2BflAP&cid=cta_onsite_october-sale-4.99mo-12mo_202010


VIEW OFFER

EDITORIALS

Focus on equity. We endorse
Arnold Farr for the Fayette County
Board of Education.
OCTOBER 23, 2020 9:21 AM

EDITORIALS

Vote NO on both constitutional
amendments. Neither one will
improve Kentucky’s legal system.
OCTOBER 16, 2020 10:15 AM

EDITORIALS

A steady hand on the wheel: We
endorse Bill Farmer for the 5th
District council seat
UPDATED OCTOBER 15, 2020 09:45 AM

EDITORIALS

Motley’s experience, perspective,
makes him best choice for 8th
District council seat
UPDATED OCTOBER 23, 2020 11:38 AM

EDITORIALS

Baxter’s mix of idealism and
pragmatism earns our
endorsement for 9th District seat
OCTOBER 14, 2020 10:58 AM

EDITORIALS

It’s a tough choice, but we endorse
Hannah LeGris for Third District
LFUCG council seat
UPDATED OCTOBER 14, 2020 03:59 PM

https://account.kentucky.com/subscribe/create?param=f3NJAEM=&offer=NmEfaxcUb3lSCUJAfRJBYyE%2BARM8byc6GwJCG15QPgoUG0hQeHNFCEpDb29STx0HLisVS1BIbw81YUZLdA4%2FCEA%2FAg4xazk3GQo%2BflAP&cid=cta_onsite_october-sale-4.99mo-12mo_202010
https://www.kentucky.com/opinion/editorials/article246641388.html#storylink=moresection
https://www.kentucky.com/opinion/editorials/
https://www.kentucky.com/opinion/editorials/article246641388.html#storylink=moresection
https://www.kentucky.com/opinion/editorials/article246448035.html#storylink=moresection
https://www.kentucky.com/opinion/editorials/
https://www.kentucky.com/opinion/editorials/article246448035.html#storylink=moresection
https://www.kentucky.com/opinion/editorials/article246284245.html#storylink=moresection
https://www.kentucky.com/opinion/editorials/
https://www.kentucky.com/opinion/editorials/article246284245.html#storylink=moresection
https://www.kentucky.com/opinion/editorials/article246288340.html#storylink=moresection
https://www.kentucky.com/opinion/editorials/
https://www.kentucky.com/opinion/editorials/article246288340.html#storylink=moresection
https://www.kentucky.com/opinion/editorials/article246393470.html#storylink=moresection
https://www.kentucky.com/opinion/editorials/
https://www.kentucky.com/opinion/editorials/article246393470.html#storylink=moresection
https://www.kentucky.com/opinion/editorials/article246261645.html#storylink=moresection
https://www.kentucky.com/opinion/editorials/
https://www.kentucky.com/opinion/editorials/article246261645.html#storylink=moresection


COPYRIGHT

PRIVACY POLICY

TERMS OF SERVICE

Take Us With You

Real-time updates and all local stories you want
right in the palm of your hand.

LEXINGTON HERALD LEADER APP ➔

VIEW NEWSLETTERS ➔

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Start a Subscription

Customer Service

eEdition

Vacation Hold

Pay Your Bill

LEARN MORE

About Us

Contact Us

Newsletters

News in Education

Archives

ADVERTISING

Contact Advertising

Place a Classified Ad

Digital Solutions

Media Kit

https://www.kentucky.com/customer-service/copyright/#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.kentucky.com/customer-service/privacy-policy/#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.kentucky.com/customer-service/terms-of-service/#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.facebook.com/kentuckycom
https://twitter.com/heraldleader
http://www.youtube.com/user/HeraldLeaderVideos
https://kentucky.com/mobile
http://t.news.kentucky.com/webApp/mccSignupPage?siteName=kentucky
https://account.kentucky.com/static/subscribe/#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.kentucky.com/customer-service#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.kentucky.com/e-edition/today#navlink=mi_footer
https://mcciservices.newscyclecloud.com/cmo_mcc-c-cmdb-cst-01/subscriber/web/signin.html?siteId=LEX
https://mcciservices.newscyclecloud.com/cmo_mcc-c-cmdb-cst-01/subscriber/web/signin.html?siteId=LEX
https://www.kentucky.com/customer-service/about-us/#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.kentucky.com/customer-service/contact-us/#navlink=mi_footer
http://t.news.kentucky.com/webApp/mccSignupPage?siteName=kentucky#navlink=mi_footer
https://k12nie.com/?p=kentucky#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.kentucky.com/archives/#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.kentucky.com/advertise/article44413377.html#navlink=mi_footer
http://lexingtonherald.adperfect.com/#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.kentucky.com/advertise/article44412411.html#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.kentucky.com/advertise/#navlink=mi_footer

