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EAST KENTUCKY WORKFORCE SNAPSHOT 
The East Kentucky regional economy has been rooted in the coal industry for generations. With 

the decline of coal, the region seeks new opportunities and creative solutions to bring back 
more prosperous times. The people of East Kentucky have a nearly indescribable spirit of 

perseverance, hard work, tenacity, ingenuity and dedication, while collectively fostering one of 
the most humble cultures within the borders of our country.  

Quantifying the Workforce 

187,759 
Labor 
Force 

$17.53 
Avg 

Hourly 
Earnings 

25.3 
Average 

Commute 
Time 

18,076 
Mining 

Unemployment 

Workforce Quality 

“Our people are intuitive, energetic 
and care about their work. They 
are as good as any people you will 
deal with.” 

 
East Kentucky Employer 

“If we post a job for operators, we 
will get 1,500 applicants. And the 
majority of them are qualified.” 
 

East Kentucky Employer 

Give us a call to learn more 
about how EKY Works. 

JARED ARNETT 
606.424.2048 

jared@soar-ky.org www.soar-ky.org 

  Very 
Satisfied 

32% 

 
 

Satisfied 
46% 

� Neutral 
18% 

OVERALL EMPLOYER 
SATISFACTION 

 11 to 20 
minutes 

 21 to 30 
minutes 

 31 to 45 
minutes  46 to 60 

minutes 

 More 
than 1 
hour 

WILLINGNESS TO 
COMMUTE 
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