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5. Standard & Poor’s
6. Momingstar

7. BARRA

Value Line is the largest and most widely circulated independent investment
advisory service, and influences the expectations of a large number of institu-

tional and individual investors. The Value Line data are commercially available -

on a timely basis to investors in paper format or electronically. Value Line
betas are derived from a least-squares regression analysis between weekly
percent changes in the price of a stock and weekly percent changes in the
New York Stock Exchange Average over a period of 5 years. In the case of
shorter price histories, a smaller time period is used, but 2 years is the minimum.
Value Line betas are computed on a theoretically sound basis using a broadly
based market index, and they are adjusted for the regression tendency of betas
to converge to 1.00. This necessary adjustment to beta is discussed below.

Practical and Conceptual Difficulties

Computational Issues. Absolute estimates of beta may vary over a
wide range when different computational methods are used. The return data,
the time period used, its duration, the choice of market index, and whether
annual, monthly, or weekly return figures are used will influence the final
result.

Ideally, the returns should be total returns, that is, dividends and capital gains.
In practice, beta estimates are relatively unaffected if dividends are excluded.
Theoretically, market returns should be expressed in terms of total returns on
a portfolio of all risky assets. In practice, a ‘broadly based value-weighted
market index is used. For example, Merrill Lynch betas use the Standard &
Poor’s 500 market index, while Value Line betas use the New York Stock
Exchange Composite market index. In theory, unless the market index used
is the true market index, fully diversified to include all securities in their
proportion outstanding, the beta estimate obtained is potentially distorted.
Failure to include bonds, Treasury bills, real estate, etc., could lead to a biased
beta estimate. But if beta is used as a relative risk ranking device, choice of the
market index- may not alter the relative rankings of security risk significantly.

To enhance statistical significance, beta should be calculated with return data
going as far back as possible. But the company’s risk may have changed if
the historical period is too long. Weighting the data for this tendency is one
possible remedy, but this procedure presupposes some knowledge of how risk
changed over time. A frequent compromise is to use a 5-year period with
either weekly or monthly returns. Value Line betas are computed based on
weekly returns over a 5-year period, whereas Merrill Lynch betas are computed
with monthly returns over a S-year period. In an empirical study of utility

71






