Wow!

Proposed power plant great news

sst week's announcement

that 2 pew power plant uti-

lizing advanced fuel technoi-

ogy will be located in Clark County

unquesticnably was one of the most
exciting in marny years.

Constructicn on the $450 million

facility most likely will begin some-

time early next year and is expected
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plent is being built. Certainly that
ropresents good news for the local
economy, 89 do the mere than 100
“good quality” permanent jobs off-
cials of Global Energy Inc. have
indicated wall be created et the
state-of-the-art electric gemersung
facility.

And, jt was good news fur Ken-
tucky as well. So much so that Gov.
Paul Paton told those gathered at
East Kentucky Power Cooperative
for the announcement that it eould
very well usher in “a new era” nct
only in energy generation. but in
utilization of Kentucky coal and in
disposal of solid waate in the nat-
ion.

East Kentucky has leased ap-
proximately 300 seres of the 3,147
acres at its JX Smith site at Trapp,
once planned asthesite for two 600-
megawatt cual-firéd " Zunsrating -
vnits."However, much lowar than™
anticipatéd electric energy forecasts
eventually resulted in.that $1.7 bil-
lien project being canceled. While
East Kentucky has erected three
gas-fired turbines, each gemeratng
110 megawarts of electricity on the
site, tha vast majorty of it bas been
unused.

That's about to_ change =as
Kantucky Pioneer Energy, a Global
subsidiary, prepares to construct,
own and operate Kentucky Pioneer
Environmantal Energy Park near
Trapp. All of the energy generated
will be purchesed by East Kentueky
Power. Indieationa ere that the
agreement the cooperative has
negotiated with Global not only is.
competitive,. but actually places
East Kentucky in a little better’
pesition, and thst trenalates into
good news fur the customers served
by its distribution cooperatives.

It's all being made possible by
technoiogy that will allow Ken-

tucky coal, which has lost some of
its competitiveness because of a
high sulfur content, to be biended
with municipal solid waste into bri-
quettes. The odorless briqueLtes wil]
not be produced here, but will be
shipped %o the plant by rail and fed
into & gasification unit to turn them

--into synthetic ges (syngas) which

thon onea into combined cycle gas
and steam turbines to produce low-
cost power.

Not only is Kentucky coal expect-
ed to play a key role in the new
plant, but the facility will be virtu-
ally emission free, with none of the
stacks tradigonalily aggsociatad with
power plants. That's good news in
this age of increasing concern about
the impact of emissions on the envi-
ronment.

Egually important 1s the fact that
the desulfurization process to
remove the suifur from the ceal in
the gasification process producas s
high quality elemental suifur which
can be sold for use.in making sulfu-
ric acid or tertilizer amony other
uses. And. the vitreous frit produced
in the gasification process is stahle,
unieachable, nonhazardous and sal-
able for use as road aggregate.
"Thare's.algo the possibility thd glant”
will b8 ablé "t proauce up 0 6,000
barrels a day of extremely high
grade diese] fuel.

A lot of work still rematns to be
done before construction can bagin.
Coal and municipal solid waste
sources hnave to be lined up; loca-
tions have to be found for the fuel
island that will mix the coal and
solid. waste; engineering . assese-
ments must be doms, along with
envirommental studies and regula-
tory reviews, and of course, financ-
ing for the project, the first in the
nation to be commerdiaily Soaneced.

Hopefully there’ll be no unantici-
pated dejays, because the technolo-
gy proposad for.the new facility has
proven itself iz power: apphmunns
around the world. And thanks to'it,
Clark County is now poised to enter

the 218t century embracing technol--

ogy that a few years ago was only a
dream. but which today holds the
key for a brighter tomorrow for
Kenrueky and indeed, the nation!

RECEIVED
KENTUCKY STATE BOARD ON
MAR - 5 2003

ELECTRIC GENERATION AND
TRANSMISSION STING

Wine fester <,
2/i0/99



