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Comment No. 1
Issue Code: 23
According to the Merriam Webster Dictionary, verb usage with the
word “data” is acceptable in either the singular or plural form.
Comment No. 2
Issue Code: 10
Comment noted. An Emergency Response Plan, which documents
procedures for providing emergency response and cleanup for any
project related spills during materials transport, has not yet been
developed by KPE. The plan will be developed during the engineering
and construction phase of the project and would adhere to local, state,
and federal regulations. Section 5.11, Traffic and Transportation, has
been modified to discuss the Emergency Response Plan.
1/23

2/10

Comment No. 3
Issue Code: 12
Chapter 3, Section 3.1.2.1, describes the handling and storage of raw
materials, including RDF. Emergency Response Plans would be
developed by KPE to address accidental spills, leaks, and derailments.
KPE would be responsible for cleanup of all leaks and spills.

3/12

4/16

5/10

5/10
(cont.)

D-410

Comment No. 4
Issue Code: 16
The exact physical location of the cooling tower and the decision of
whether or not it would be combined with facility stacks will be made
during final design for the project. Detailed design is not conducted at
this stage of planning as the NEPA process has not been completed.
The entire facility footprint is only 4.8 hectares (12 acres), so the area
in which it can actually be located is small.
Comment No. 5
Issue Code: 10
Comment noted. Calculations have been refigured using volume as a
limiting factor for transportation.

Kentucky Pioneer IGCC Demonstration Project
Final Environmental Impact Statement

Public Comments
Vickery, Jon P.
Winchester, KY
Page 2 of 6

6/02

1/23
(cont.)

7/10

8/07
3/12
(cont.)
9/10

10/16
11/23
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Comment No. 6
Issue Code: 02
The three-county ROI was established based on population and
employment patterns determined from the U.S. Census Bureau’s
County Business Patterns. Based on the large population of Fayette
and, to a lesser degree, Madison Counties (with respect to other
counties in the area) and the large number of individuals employed in
these counties in the construction field, these counties were selected for
the ROI. Other counties in the area (Estill, Powell, and Montgomery)
were not included because the smaller populations and county
employment figures indicated that few workers would come from these
counties. It is likely that several workers from these counties may find
employment at the project site, but that number is expected to be
minimal in comparison to the number employed from within the ROI.
Section 5.3 of the EIS, Socioeconomics, addresses impacts to the ROI
from any employees coming from outside the ROI for employment at
the site.
Comment No. 7
Issue Code: 10
Comment noted. An Emergency Response Plan, which documents
procedures for providing emergency response and cleanup for any
project related spills during materials transport, has not yet been
developed by KPE. The plan will be developed during the engineering
and construction phase of the project and would adhere to local, state,
and federal regulations. Section 5.11, Traffic and Transportation, has
been modified to discuss the Emergency Response Plan.
Comment No. 8
Issue Code: 07
All materials transported on land would be enclosed in vehicles and
would not be released to the environment under normal circumstances.
In the event of an accident, some materials could be released to the
environment. KPE would develop an Emergency Response Plan and
an SPCC Plan during the project engineering and construction phase.
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6/02
(cont.)
10/16
(cont.)
4/16
12/06
4/16
(cont.)

13/11

14/23
8/07
(cont.)
10/16
(cont.)
5/10
(cont.)

15/10

Comment No. 8 (cont.)
Issue Code: 07
These plans would detail KPE’s planned response and clean-up
methods for any spills or emergencies that occur on the J.K. Smith
Site. In addition, the Kentucky Division of Water’s Emergency
Response Team should be called ([502] 564-2380 or 1-800-928-2380)
in event of an “environmental emergency.” The spill or unexpected
discharge of a hazardous material that threatens the life, health, or
safety of citizens or the environment is considered an environmental
emergency. More information on the Emergency Response Team can
be found on the Internet at http://water.nr.state.ky.us/dow/dwert.htm.
Comment No. 9
Issue Code: 10
The three-county ROI was established based on population and
employment patterns determined from the U.S. Census Bureau’s
County Business Patterns. Based on the large population of Fayette
and, to a lesser degree, Madison Counties (with respect to other
counties in the area) and the large number of individuals employed in
these counties in the construction field, these counties were selected for
the ROI. The ROI is established for the analysis of social and
economic impacts resulting from the project and is referenced in the
traffic and transportation analysis. It is not meant as a limiting region
for traffic impacts. Section 5.11, Traffic and Transportation, has been
revised to include the method of waste transport offsite.
Comment No. 10
Issue Code: 16
The distance presented in the Summary of the EIS, on page S-4, refers
to the distance from Trapp to the boundary line of the J.K. Smith site.
The distance presented in Section 5.10.1, page 5-29, refers to the
distance from Trapp to the main facility, which is a mile within the J.K.
Smith Site boundary.
Comment No. 11
Issue Code: 23
Comment noted. The change has been made to the document.
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15/10
(cont.)

16/10

5/10
(cont.)

16/10
(cont.)

15/10
(cont.)

9/10
(cont.)
17/21
5/10
(cont.)

D-413

Comment No. 12
Issue Code: 06
The plume will be visible on occasion because of condensed water
vapor. All of the emissions associated with operation of the gas
turbines also will be present in the plume.
Comment No. 13
Issue Code: 11
No reference to noncancer endpoints for nickel were evaluated in the
EIS. Some nickel compounds (e.g., nickel chloride) can penetrate skin,
especially if the skin has been damaged. Skin exposures to the general
public are predominantly to nickel metal found in jewelry, coins,
buttons, zippers, and cooking utensils. Allergies and rashes due to
nickel exposure are due to sensitization from frequent or prolonged
contact with nickel-containing or nickel-plated consumer products. In
persons not sensitive to nickel, normal, long-term oral, inhalation, and
skin exposure to low levels of this element have not been associated
with adverse health effects. Nickel metal does not readily penetrate the
skin and, thus, the likelihood of developing skin allergies and rashes
would be extremely low.
Comment No. 14
Issue Code: 23
Comment noted. The change has been made to the document.
Comment No. 15
Issue Code: 10
The construction commute times are based on estimates of shift times
provided by KPE and those determined from other construction work
performed throughout the region. Commuting patterns and times used
in the analysis are statistically derived from standard traffic commute
patterns throughout the region. As discussed in Section 5.11 of the
EIS, Traffic and Transportation, the construction shift typically starts
very early in the morning, approximately 7 a.m., and ends early in the
afternoon, approximately 3 p.m. This would require workers to be
onsite before this time, thus limiting interference with morning
commutes, and leave the site early in the afternoon, which limits
interference with evening commutes.

Kentucky Pioneer IGCC Demonstration Project
Final Environmental Impact Statement

Public Comments
Vickery, Jon P.
Winchester, KY
Page 5 of 6

5/10
(cont.)
18/23

Comment No. 15 (cont.)
Issue Code: 10
The Transportation Division of the Clark County School Board
indicates that schoolbuses utilize Kentucky Highway 89 when
construction workers would be leaving the site. Section 5.11, Traffic
and Transportation, has been modified to reflect the impacts of added
vehicles on schoolbus usage.

19/23

20/12

21/23

Comment No. 16
Issue Code: 10
The vehicle occupancy rates utilized in the analysis were statistically
derived from regional and national traffic and passenger count data.
The section has been modified to reflect sampling error in the statistics
used. The vehicle occupancy rate of 1.2 passengers per vehicle is now
used as a low-end estimate for impacts. See Section 5.11 of the EIS,
Traffic and Transportation, for a revised impact estimate.
Comment No. 17

Issue Code:
21
The public hearing dates, times, and locations were announced in the
Federal Register, in local newspapers The Winchester Sun and The
Lexington Herald-Leader, and in public service announcements. The
Final EIS will be distributed to elected officials and any interested
parties in neighboring counties.
Comment No. 18
Issue Code: 23
Comment noted. The change has been made to the document.
Comment No. 19
Issue Code: 23
Comment noted. The change has been made to the document.
Comment No. 20
Issue Code: 12
Comment noted. The probability of spontaneous combustion of RDF
pellets in storage is low. Adequate fire safety prevention measures
would be implemented to reduce the likelihood of spontaneous
combustion of RDF pellets.
D-414
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Comment No. 21
Issue Code: 23
Comment noted. The change has been made to the document.

D-415

