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Comment No. 1   Issue Code: 21
NEPA requires that the public have the opportunity to comment on
Draft EISs.  The formal hearing was designed to obtain input from the
public.  Each of the public hearings was preceded by an informal open
house during which members of the project staff were available to
answer questions.  One copy each of the Draft EIS was sent to Trapp
Elementary School, Clark County Public Library (the designated
project reading rooms), and Lexington Public Library during the
general distribution on November 7, 2001.  A public hearing in
Lexington, Kentucky, was added in response to comments received
during the scoping period.  The public hearing dates, times, and
locations were announced in the Federal Register, in local newspapers,
The Winchester Sun and The Lexington Herald-Leader, and in public
service announcements.  All requirements in state and federal laws,
rules, and regulations regarding announcements for public hearings
were satisfied or surpassed.  Due to security concerns resulting from
the events of September 11th, DOE removed all NEPA documents from
the agency’s website.  However, DOE distributed paper copies of the
Draft EIS to all persons, organizations or agencies who commented
during the scoping process or expressed interest in the Proposed
Action.  The comment period was extended through January 25, 2002.
The Final EIS will be distributed to elected officials and any interested
parties in neighboring counties.  DOE will consider all public
comments before issuing the ROD.  The ROD will be issued no sooner
than 30 days after the Final EIS is distributed and a notice of its
availability is issued.
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