
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY

BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

In the Matter of:
KENTUCKY POWER COMPANY
d/b/a AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER

AND

BELLSOUTH TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC.

ALLEGED FAILURE TO COMPLY
WITH COMMISSION REGULATIONS

)

)

)

)

)

) CASE NO. 96-037
)
)

)
)
)

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE

Kentucky Power Company, d/b/a American Electric Power

("American Electric" ),' Kentucky cox'poration which owns

facilities in Kentucky which are used in the distribution of
electricity to the public, for compensation, for lights, heat,

power, and other uses, is a utility undex Commission jurisdiction.
KRS 278. 010 (3) (a) .

BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc. ("BellSouth"),' Georgia

corporation which owns facilities in Kentucky which are used for
the transmission over wire of messages by telephone for the public

On January 29, 1996, Kentucky Power Company filed acertificate of assumed name, notifying the Commission that it
had adopted the assumed name of American Electric Power. At
the time of the incident it operated in Kentucky under its
real corporate name, Kentucky Power Company.

At the time of the incident, BellSouth operated in Kentucky as
South Central Bell Telephone Company. On November 2, 1995,
the Commission entered an order recognizing South CentralBell's name change to BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc.



for compensation, is a utility under Commission jurisdiction. KRS

278.010(3) (e) .

KRS 278.280(2) authorizes the Commission to prescribe rules

for the performance of any service furnished or supplied by a

utility. Pursuant to this authority, the Commission has

promulgated Commission Regulation 807 KAR 5:041, Section 3, which

requires electric utilities to maintain their plants and facilities

in accordance with the standards of the National Electrical Safety

Code (1990 edition) and Commission Regulation 807 KAR 5:061,

Section 3, which requires telephone utilities to do likewise.

The Commission also promulgated Commission Regulation 807 KAR

5:006, Section 26, which requires a utility, other than a natural

gas utility, to submit a written summary report of any utility-

related accident resulting in burns requiring medical treatment at

a hospital or similar medical facility within seven days of the

accident.

Commission Staff has submitted to the Commission a Utility

Accident Investigation Report dated August 29, 1995. The report,

which is appended hereto as Appendix A, alleges:

1. While installing a lashing wire on a BellSouth pole, in

the Yellow Hill area of Pikeville, Kentucky, on May 22, 1995, Dick

Clark suffered serious burns when the wire came into contact with

a 7200 volt overhead line. As a result of his injuries, Mr. Clark

was treated at Pikeville Methodist Hospital.

2. Commission Staff inspected the facilities in question on

May 24, 1995. During this inspection, Commission Staff found that



the electric conductors, which American Electric owns and

maintains, failed to comply with the minimum clearance standards

for above-ground wires and conductors as established by National

Electrical Safety Code Rule 233. The communications conductor in

question, which BellSouth owns and maintains, also failed to comply

with these standards.

3. BellSouth did not submit a written summary report of the

incident.

Based on its review of the Utility Accident Investigation

Report and being otherwise sufficiently advised, the Commission

finds that prima facie evidence exists that American Electric has

failed to comply with Commission Regulation 807 KAR 5:041, Section

3. The Commission also finds that prima facie evidence exists that

BellSouth has failed to comply with Commission Regulations 807 KAR

5:006, Section 26 and 807 KAR 5:061, Section 3.

WHEREFORE, the Commission, on its own motion, HEREBY ORDERS

that:
1. American Electric and BellSouth shall appear before the

Commission on Friday, March 15, 1996 at 10:00 a.m., Eastern

Standard Time, in Hearing Room 1 of the Commission's offices at 730

Schenkel Lane, Frankfort, Kentucky, for the purpose of presenting

evidence concerning the alleged violations of Commission

Regulations 807 KAR 5:006, Section 26, 807 KAR 5:041, Section 3,

and 807 KAR 5:061, Section 3, and of showing cause why it should

not be subject to the penalties prescribed in KRS 278.990(1) for

these alleged violations.



2. American Electric and BellSouth shall submit to the

Commission within 20 days of the date of this Order a written

response to the allegations contained in the Utility Accident

Investigation Report.

3. The Utility Accident Investigation Report of August 29,

1995 is made part of the record of this proceeding.

4. Any motion requesting an informal conference with

Commission Staff to consider any matter which would aid in the

handling or disposition of this proceeding shall be filed with the

Commission no later than 20 days from the date of this Order.

Done at Frankfort, Kentucky, this 14th day of February, 1996.

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

<8 ~A~
Ch+rman

Vice Chaj.rman

Cbmmissioner

'TTEST:

Executive Director



August 29, 1995

J.PPENDIX A

AN APPENDIX TO AN ORDER OF THE KENTUCKY PUBLIC SERVICE
COMMISSION IN CASE NO. 96- 037 DATED 2/14/96

Page 1

UTILITY ACCIDENT
INVESTIGATION REPORT

Utility:

Reported By:

Dates dt, Times

Accident
Occurred:

Kentucky Power Company

Chuck Ferguson

05/22/95 - 1:00p.m.

South Central Bell Telephone Company

No Record of Report

Utility Notified: 05/22/95 - approx. 2:10p.m.

PSC Notified: 05/22/95 - 2:27 p.m.

Unknown

No Record of Report

Investigated:

Written Report
Rcvd:

05/24/95

05/24/95 No Record of Report

Location of
Accident:

Description of
Accident:

Victims:

Name:

Addr./Empl.:

Injuries:

Dick Clark Fatal: No Age: 29

Scott Breyer Cable

First and second degree burns to hands, left side of face, chest, arms, and left ear.

1.5 miles east from junction of Highways 460/SO and 195 on Highway 460 near
Draffin, KY.

Mr. Dick Clark was injured when the lasher wire he was installing came into

contact with a 7200 volt overhead line.

Witnesses:

Sources of
Information:

Name

Names Unknown

Name

Perry Farmer

Tim McCoy

Earl Thacker

Scott T. Breyer

Address/Employment

CATV Employees

Address/Employment

Kentucky Power - Pikeville Division

Kentucky Power - Pikeville Division

South Central Bell

Scott Breyer Cable



August 29, 1995

Probable Violations:

KAR 5:041,
Section 3 and
KAR 5:061,
Section 3

KAR 5:006,
Section 26

Page 2

Inadequate clearance between electric and communications conductors/structures.

South Central Bell failed to provide a written accident report.

Line Clearances:

Field Phase to
Ground Kiev.:

Center Phase to
Ground Elev.:

Road Phase to
Ground Elev.:

Measured

25t 4tt

271 411

29-4"

Minimum
Allowed by

NESC

I 51 {jll

1 5t Qll

1 5t Qll

Applicable NESC Constr.
Volt.Edition'ate

1977, Table 232-1 7200 V 1976

1977, Table 232-1 7200 V 1976

1977, Table 232-1 7200 V 1976

Neutral to
Ground Elev.:

25' 8" 15'- 0" 1977, Table 232-1
footnote 5

1976

Field Phase to
SCB Pole:

Field Phase to
CATV:

Field Phase to
SCB Top
Cable:

Field Phase to
SCB Bottom
Cable:

11 6 5ft

21 1
lt

21 71t

31 5tt

6t Qtl

6t Qtl

61 (jtl

61 Q
1I

1977, Table 233-1
7200 V 1976

footnote 5

1977, Table 233-1
7200 V 1995

footnote 5

1977, Table 233-1
footnote 5

1977, Table 233-1
72Q(j V 1976

footnote 5

CATV to
Ground Kiev.:

SCB Cable to
Ground Elev.:

251 411

23-7"

14' 0"

8 t (j11

1990, Table 232-1 NA

1961,Table 232-1
footnote 7

1995

1956

Current edition adopted by the Commission. If clearances are not in compliance with the current edition, then the
edition in effect when the facilities were constructed or modified last would apply.
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Date of
Measurement: 05/24/95

Page 3

Approximate Temp.: 87 degrees Fahrenheit

Measurements Made
By: John W. Land, Perry Farmer, Tim McCoy

Investigated By: ~o.Land

Signed:



South Central Bell

September 7, 1995

Ms. Martha M. Morton
Manager, Electric Branch
Public Service Commission
P. O. Box 615
730 Schenkel Lane
Frankfort, KY 40601

SFP )
'. „-:;,.-

0tI!Ic'((qgt ..
-~<'bl g~,"-qi q~;,-,

Dear Ms. Morton:

This is in response to our August 30 telephone conversation concerning the
telephone cable at Pole Number 457. I regret the delay in responding to your
initial inquiry, but I did not receive the May 25, 1995 letter.

On August 31, we contacted Kentucky Power and discussed the site at
Highway 80. We have issued a construction project to place two poles at this
location, and the construction requirements will be completed by September 20.

A copy of our aerial inspection report for the Pikeville area is attached. The
report period is from January, 1995 to June 30, 1995.

The telephone drop attachment at the residence located on Highway 80 was
repaired on September 6.

If you have additional questions, please call me at (502}582-8168.

Very truly yours,

Attachment

Mary Porter
Assistant Manager —Regulatory

A BELLSOUTH Company



8>i3<i95i 13:38 WINCH DISTR OFFICE ~ 582 582 8667 NO. 877 982

~Ay-//PS

INSPECTIONS OP M?RIAI AHQ OIIDBRGROUHO PlANT
RRgUXR80 BV 80l MAR 5v006g SECTION 23{i)(C)

TYPE INSPECTION

X Aerial Plant: Shall be inspected every 2 years for
electrical hazards, proper clearance and climbing safety.

Underground Plant: Shall be inspected annually for.
presence of gas, proper clearance from electric facilities
and safe working conditions.

DISTRICT." Network Operations-East

HIRE CENTER: Pikeville

DATE! Q6-30-95

Period covered by inspections from
06-30-95.

Ol-01-95 to

Aerial/Underground plant for the above Hire Center has been
inspected according to the criteria shown above by Engineers,
Construction personnel, Installation and Maintenance personnel and
Supervisors in the course of their daily assignments throughout the
previous 6

months'o

the best of our kno~rledge, all hazards and defects have been
identified and. logged and corrections have been completed or planned.

Record" of defects and their status may be found an the Safety
and service Defect Log, a copy of which may be found in this file.

ij

4ARe
CST Ma

NOTE: The original of this form should ba filed in the District Office,
Operations aIanager, 222 N. Lexington Avenue, Winchester, KY,



89i3iiM 13:38 WINCH DISTR OFFICE ~ 582 582 8667 NO. 877 983

XNSPRCTXONS OF AERIAL AND VNDRRGROMD P~T
REguiRED BV 80> EAR S:OO6, SECTIOe 23tl}(C)

TY'PE INSPECTION

Aerial Plant".Shall be inspected every 2 years forelectrical hazards, proper clearance and climbing safety.
Underqround Plant: Shall be inspected annually for
presence oi gas„ proper clearance from electric facilities
and safe working conditions.

DISTRICT.'ast Operations

WE'RE CENTER: Pikeville

DATE: 06-30-93

Period covered by inspections from
06-30-93.

01-01-93 to

Aerial/Underground plant for the above Mire Center has been
inspected according to the criteria shown above by Engineers,
Construction personnel, Installation and Maintenance personnel and
Supervisors in the course of their daily assignments throughout the
yrevi ous 6 months.

Tc the hest of our knowledge„ all hazards and defects have beenidentified and logged and corrections have been completed or planned.

Records of defects and their status may be found on the Safety
and Service Defect Log, a. copy of which may be found in this file.

ll- neg r ngineerinfgl Manager-Construction

NOTE: The original of this form should be filed in the District Office,
Operations Manager, 222 W. Lexington Avenue, Winchester, KY.

R 97Ã Rhr, 7nr r.n >a ho n i or. h e. one's nhhQ ttQF.



Bi3i31/95 13:38 WINCH DISTR OFFICE ~ 582 582 8667

INSPECTIONS OF AREAL AND UNDERGROUND PLANT
REQUZHZD BV 807 KM 5:006, SECTXOI. 23(1) (C)

TVPE
INSPECTION

X Aerial P3.ant: Shall be inspected every '2 years for
i

electrical hazards, proper clearance and climbing safety.

0ndergroun& Plant: 8hall be inspected annually ror
presence of gas, proper clearanc from electric facilities
and safe working conditions.

D STRlCT: Minchesrer DATE:

I'ERE CEHTER: P ikevil le

Period covered by inspections =ro.
06 30 1991

1990 to

Aerial/Underground plant for the above loire Center has been
inspected according to the criteria shown above by Engineers,
Construction personnel, Installation and Maintenance personnel and
Supervisors in the couxse of their daily assignmerts throughout the
previous 18 months.

To the best of our knowledge, all hazards and defects have been
identified and logged and corrections have been completed or planned.

Records of defects and their status me,': be round an the Safety and
Service Defect Log, a copy of which may be -ound in this file.

unct. and c ns Nanaaer-I. 6 N.

Note: The original of this fons should be :iled in the Disrrict E)ffice,
op- ~ Mgr.-X-E N., 222 W. Lexington Avenue, I.'in nester, Kentucky.



BRi31iM 13:39 WINCH DISTR OFFICE 582 582 8667 NO. 877 085

INSX ECTIONS OF AERIAL AND UMDZRCROUXD PLANT
REQUIRED BY 807 RAR 5:006, SECTION 23 (1) (C)

TYPE
lNS MCTXON

Aerial Plant: shal 1 he inspected every 2 years for
electrical hazards, proper clearance and climbing saf ety.

Underground Plant: Shal l he inspected annually for
presence of gas, proper clearance from elect ric facilities
and saf e vorking conditions

DISTRI CT: WINCHESTER

NXRE CENTER: PIKEVILLE

Period covered by inspections from
12-31 198~

DATE:

1888 to

Aerial jonderground plant for the above Hire Center has been
inspected according to the criteria shown above by Engineers,
Construction personne 1, Installation and Maintenance personnel and
Supervisors in the course of their daily assignments throughout the
previ ous 24 months .

To the best of our knowledge, all hazards and def ects have been
ident i f ied and l ogged and corrections have been comp 1et ed or p 1anned.

Records of def ects and their status may be found on the Safety and
Service Defect Log, a copy of which may be found in this file.

Idanager-Eng . and Const.

Nate: The original or this form should be f iled in the District Of fice,
opr . Mgr .-I ~ & 1|41., 2 2 2 N. Lexington Avenue, Winchester, Kentucky.

znF n& —Rl —QR A9 RRPM PAi1R tf36



COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
730 SCHENKEL LANE

POST OFFICE BOX 6I 5
FRANKFORT, KY. 40602

{502)564-3940

May 25, 1995

Ms. Mary Porter
South Central Bell Telephone Company
601 West Chestnut Street, Room 408
P. O. Box 32410
Louisville, KY 40232

Dear Ms. Porter,

Your prompt assistance yesterday in coordinating a meeting with Mr. Earl Thacker at
South Central Bell's Pikeville office was appreciated. At that meeting we requested that the
telephone cable at pole number 457 be lowered sufficiently to allow adequate clearance for both
the cable television and telephone cables from the power line above. These cables are close
enough to the power line to present a serious hazard for anyone on this pole, so we advised Mr.
Thacker to contact Kentucky Power Company so they could take necessary precautions to protect
your workers. We suggest that the cable company, Telemedia, be contacted so they can lower
their cable at the same time. We also advised Mr. Thacker of a telephone drop which had been
attached to the electric service at a nearby residence, and gave him the address information, so
this could also be corrected.

We requested information concerning the last routine facilities inspection, which is
required every two years under 807 KAR 5:006, Section 25{7}(a). Mr. Thacker had recently
reviewed this area in connection with the cable television company's make-ready request;
however, he was unaware of the Commission's regulation and was unable to provide us with a
copy of the check sheet for the last routine inspection. We would appreciate it if you could
determine if another department is responsible for these inspections and provide us with the check
sheet from the latest inspection which includes pole number 457. This is needed for our staff
report on the accident investigation, so a response within two weeks is requested. We will also
need to include the status of the clearance corrections and would appreciate receiving this
information at the same time.



If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or Wayne Bates at (502)
564-3940.

Sincerely,

Martha M. Morton

Manager, Electric Branch
Division of Engineering and Services

CC:

Wayne Bates, Manager, Communications Branch

Perry Farmer, Kentucky Power Company



KY-373
REV 4/91

KENTUCKY POWER COMPANY
ACCIDENT SUMMARY REPORT

IN JURED
PERSON:

TIME &

PLACE
PERSONAL
INJURY

PROPERTY
DAMAGE:

WITNESSES:

IT IS IM-
PORTANT TO
GIVE FULL
NAME &

ADDRESS
OF EVERY
WITNESS

DESCRIP-
TION OF
ACCIDENT:

C ~k. Ci~~h !'9
ADDRESS PHONE NUMBERS

', HOMEN+. U~iou, PA.
', BUS:

OCCUPAT ION EMPLOYED BYable iuskallea/'liua~aul B~H Eae~aa Mbte
',DATE & TIME OF LOSS OR ACCIDENT ,'LOCATION IDIVISION
! 5-2.2-$9 1 '-OO AM ~P ', Ve1(n~~ Kill c a.~ ', PTKcvxLLE,

NATURE & EXTENT OF INJURY
', Ele~ka|u l t uses ~~ hauls. le%4 Face.. cheek. o,a~s. left

/ I /

l ~a.. lsd-2~5 Re~a~~ hue s
) WHERE WAS INJURED TAKEN AFTER ACCIDENT NAME OF DOCTOR

PikeuilIe. mekhodisk Was,ni4~1 . E.W Sk~+W
'WNER ,'PHONE NUMBERS:

,'HOME:
,'DDRESS

I BUS:
I

II
I

LIST DAMAGE IESTIMATED COST:
I

II
I

I
I

I
I

I
II
I

OBTAI N THE NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF DISINTERESTED WI TNESSES WHO KNOW
',ANYTHING ABOUT THE OCCURRENCE INCLUDING DATEI BADGE NO ~ OR NAME OF
,'POLICE AUTHORITY TO WHOM THE ACCIDENT WAS REPORTED
(NAME IPHONE NUMBERS

'HOME
IADDRESS 'BUS:
I

II
I

I NAME PHONE NUMBERS
', HOME

'ADDRESS ,'US:
I

I
I

,'AME PHONE NUMBERS
,'HOME:

ADDRE SS
i BUS

I
II

I

.'4bv '~A i~~ M~ enQAs ~~~~ 5mM~M~~ ~u re~0 0 W
, cMQAn . Qmlla& Lu >~~~ ~~Q punA. P~ki~m ~

0
t f'WW <~4 J5%cW~ )i~.Q~X a s~~W~unn %0 Ynmw

b',W.a 'A,k~+l,~ ~ J'
0

IT IS IMPORTANT THAT ANY ARTICLE ~ PART OR APPL IANCE CAUS ING THE
,'OCCURRENCE BE CAREFULLY PRESERVED. ATTACH SKETCH IF APPROPRIATE
', DATE ',SIGNATURE
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Kentucky Power Company
305 Main Street
P. C. Box 1227
Pikeville. KY a1501-122!
606- 437- 3777

KIN TOCSIN
LItHOIA%R

Nr. John Land
Kentucky Public Service Commission
P.0. Box 615
730 Schenkel Lane
Frankfort, KY 40602

June 13, 1995

QEQr" l j"PD

goy 1 6 1995

plqlglQN OF
UTiLlTy'NGlNEERlNG

8 SERVlCE

John,

Enclosed are copies of photos taken during our investigation of
the flash/contact accident involving the contractor for Tele-Nedia
of KWY. Also enclosed is a copy of the drawing based on our
survey.

Our office is retaining a set of photos along wi th the negatives
if needed in the future.

Sincerel

Engineering Nanager

PF:mn

c: File
C. Ferguson
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