COMMONWEALTE QF KENTUCKY
BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

In the Matter of:

JACKSOR COUNTY RURAL ELECTRIC
COOPERATIVE CORPORATION, INC.

ALLEGED FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH

)
3
) CASE NO, 91-237
)
COMMISSION REGULATION 807 KAR 5:041 )

O R D E R

Jackson County Rural Electric Cooperative Corporation, Inc.
(*Jackson County"), a Kentucky corporation which engages in the
distribution of electricity to the public for compensation for
lighta, heat, power, and other uses, and which was formed under
KRS 279.010 to 279.220, is a utility subject to Commission
jurisdiction. KRS 278.010; KRS 279.2140.

KRS 278.280(2) directs the Commission to prescribe rules and
regulations for the performance of services by utilitles.
Pursuant toc this statutory directive, the Commission promulgated
Commission Regulation 807 KAR 5:041, Section 3, which requires
electric utilities toc maintain their plant and facilities in
accordance with the standards of the National Electrical Safety
Code (1990 Edition),.

Commission Staff has submitted to the Commission an
Electrical Utility Accident Investigation Report dated May 10,
1991, appended hereto, which alleges:



l. On April 15, 1991, Jimmy D. Brumback, an employee of
Jackson County, was injured while replacing a damaged cut-out on a
3-phase transformer bank in Estill County, Kentucky. BHe suffered
gerious burns when he came into contact with an energized 7,200
volt conductor. At the time of the accident, Mr. Brumback was not
wearing the rubber gloves provided to him, nor had he tested or
grounded the conductor.

2. At the time of the incident, Mr. Brumback was the
person-in-charge at the accident site.

3. Jackson County's safety rules require all employees to
use rubber gloves when working near energized lines and to test
and ground energized lines before considering them de-energized.

4. Mr. Brumback's failure to wear rubber gloves while
working near energized lines is a violation of National Electrical
Safety Code Section 42 (420H) which requires that employees use
the personal protective equipment and devices provided for work.

5. Mr. Brumback's failure to test and ground the energized
line before repairing it is a violation of National Electrical
Safety Code Section 42 (420D) which requires employees to perform
preliminary inspections or tests to determine existing conditions
before working on energized lines.

6. Mr. Brumback's fallure to use rubber gloves while
working near an energized line and his failure to test and ground
the energized 1line in question are violations of National

Electrical Safety Code Section 42 (421A) which, inter alia,

directs a foreman or person-in-charge to "see that the safety

rules and operating procedures are observed."



7. At the time of the accident, Mr. Brumback was an
employee of Jackson County and acting within the scope of his
employment.

8. As a result of Mr. Brumback's failures, Jackson County
is in probable violation of Commission Regulation 807 KAR 5:041,
Section 3(1).

The Commission, on ita own motion, HEREBY ORDERS that:

1. Jackson County shall submit to the Commission within 20
days of the date of this Order a written response to the
allegations contained in the Electrical Utility Accident
Investigation Report,

2. Jackson County shall appear on September 27, 1991 at
10:00 a.m., Eastern Daylight Time, in Hearing Room 1 of the
Commission's offices at 730 Schenkel Lane, Frankfort, Kentucky,
for the purpose of presenting evidence concerning the incident
which is the subject of the Electrical Utility Accident
Investigation Report, specifically the alleged violations of
Commission Regulation 807 KAR 5:041, Section 3, and of showing
cause, if any it can, why it should not be subjected to the
penalties of KRS 278.990 for its alleged failure to comply with
Commission Regulation 807 KAR 5:041, Section 3.

3. The Electrical Utility Accident Investigation Report

dated May 10, 1991 is hereby made a part of the record of this

case.



Done at Frankfort, Kentucky, this 17th day of July, 1991.

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Commissioner

ATTEST:

ve Director



APPENDIX

APPENDIX TO AN ORDER OF THE KENTUCKY PUBLIC SERVICE
COMMISSION IN CASE NO. 91-237 DATED JULY 17, 1991

ELECTRICAL UTILITY ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION

DATE OF THIS REPORT _5/10/91 SUBMITTED BY Robert Ueltschi
NAME OF UTILITY _Jackson County RECC

ACCIDENT REPORTED BY MNr. Bobbie Lakes - Consumer Accounts and Services

Manager

DATE AND TIME ACCIDENT OCCURRED 4/15/91 - 1:55 P.M,

DATE & TIME UTILITY LEARNED OF ACCIDENT _4/15/9)1 - 1:55 P.M.

DATE & TIME ACCIDENT REPORTED 4/15/91 - 2:30 P.M.

DATE OF ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION _4/16/91

DATE SUMMARY WRITTEN REPORT WAS RECEIVED FROM UTILITY _4/17/91

PERSONS ASSISTING IN THE INVESTIGATION _Bobbie Lakes, Coleman Bingham,

Dennis Roberts, Billy Brockman - Jackson County RECC and Robert
Ueltschi - PSC.

NAME OF VICTIM(S) 1. Mr. Jimmy D. Brumback SEX M AGE 34

FATAL _No NAME OF EMPLOYER:

INJURIES Burns on left hand between thumb and index finger, also

burned on right foot between heel and ankle and both sides of foot
and bottom,

2. SEX AGE
PATAL NAME OF EMPLOYER:
INJURIES
3. SEX ___ AGE
FATAL NAME OF EMPLOYER:
INJURIES
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RLECTRICAL UTILITY ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION (Continued)

LOCATION OF ACCIDENT SITE _Mountain Springs Road in the Furnace -

Community of Estill County, Kentucky.

DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT Mr. Brumback was in the process of replacing

a damaged cut-out on the pole of a 3 phase transformer bank when

he apparently came in contact with a 7,200 volt line,

SOURCE OF INFORMATION Mr. Bobbie Lakes, Consumer Accounts and Services

Manager, Mr. Coleman Bingham, Maintenance Superintendent, Mr. Dennis

_Roberts, Mr. Bill Brockman - Employees of Jackson County RECC and an

on site inveastigation.

PROBABLE VIOLATIONS OF COMMISSION REGULATIONS Mr. Jimmie D. Brumback,

Maintenance Foreman for Jackson County RECC, had apparently not tested

the line he was going to work on to determine if it was engergized,

Additionally, he did not ground the line he intended to work on, nor

was he wearing rubber gloves or sleeves when working on the line.

Mr, Brumback was in probable violation of 807 KAR 5:041, Section 3(1).

Acceptable standards 1390 NESC, Section 42(420D), Section 42({420H),
and Section 42(421A(1} and (2}). Additionally, Jackson County RECC's

Safety Manual, 507a and 5l6a.

RECOMMENDATIONS _The Commigssion should consider action pursuant to
KRS 278.5590.
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CORRECTIVE ACTION None
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LINE CLEARANCES

Minimum Allowed
As Neasured by NESC

A. AT POINT OF ACCIDENT
North 28'-6"

Phase conductor to ground Center 28'-9"

elevation: South 28'-10" 20'=-0"
Neutral conductor to ground

elevation: 24'=5"% 18'-Q"
Communication conductor to '

ground elevation: N/A N/A
Phase conducter to structurs: N/A N/A
Neutral conductor to structure: N/A N/A

Communication conductor to
structure: N/A N/A

B. AT LOWEST POINT OF SPAN

North 28'-g"

Phase conductor to ground Center 28'-9"
elevation: South  28'~-10" 20'~0"

Neutral conductor to ground
elevation: 24'-5" 18'~0"

Communication conductor to
ground elevation: N/A N/A

C. SPAN LENGTH _24'-6"

Date the line or faclilities were constructed: (1960)

Otilicy: Jackson County RECC

Date: 4/16/91 Time 1:10 P.M. EST.

Approximate temperatures 77 Degrees F

Measurements made by: Mr. Coleman Bingham - Maintenance Superinten-
dent of Jackson County RECC and witnessed by Robert Usltachi of the
Public Service Commission's Engineering Staff.

Submitted by: _ /ot~ (—
Page 4 of 4




ACCIDENT-ENERGENCY REPORT FORN

DATE:  4-~15-91 TIME: 2:30 P.M.- Reported to Eli El-Rouaihab
COMPANY:___Jackson County Ruras) Electyic Cooperative Corgoracign

PERSCN MAXING CALL: NAME: _Bobbjie Lakes
TITLE:_Consumer Accounts and Services Manager

ADDRBSS: P.Q, Box. 207, McKen. Kensucky 80847 e
rrons:__JNENE

DATE AND TIME ACCIDHET OCCURRED:___ 4-15-91 _ _1:55 P.M.
LOCATION OF OCCURRENCE:___Mountain Springs. Eatdll County. KeOtulk¥e

NAMES OF VICTIM(S):  _Jliogv D, Brunback .

EXTENT OF INJURIES: DEATHS: YE3 NO__X INJURIES: YES_X _ NO .
DESCRIPTION OF INJURIES: Burned on left hand. mainly batwsan.thuph.$.indax

Linger, and on right foot hatwesn the hesal and aokls and right and laft side
of foot and on bottom of foot,

CAUSE AND DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT: Was attempring to replace.d.damazsd.cuizout
.on a 3@ Transformer Bank and apparently cams 4in contact with the 7200 voles,

L4 L]

EFFECTS ON NORMAL SERVICE: Petro-Hunt 04l Cowpany Transformsr Rank had hsen

Jdecenergized, :
CORRECTIVE ACTIONS TAKEN:_Service iy or will bs restorsd 4=l6-91,

TIME OF RESUMPTION OF NORMAL SERVICE:

SICNED

TITLE:  Consumer Accounts and Services Manager

DATE:__April 15, 199]
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