COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY
BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

In the Matter of:
MEADE COUNTY RURAL ELECTRIC
COOPERATIVE CORPORATION, INC.
and

BRANDENBURG TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC. CASE NO.

89-257

ALLEGED PAILURE TO COMPLY
WITH COMMISSION REGULATIONS

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE

Meade County Rural Electric Cooperative Corporation, Inc.
("Meade County RECC"), which engages in the distribution of
electricity to the public for compensation, €for light, heat,
power, and other uses, is a utility under the jurisdiction of the
Commission,

Brandenburg Telephone Company, Inc. ("Brandenburg"), which
engages in the transmission over wire of messages by telephone for
the public, for compensation, is a utility under the jurisdiction
of the Commission.,

KRS 278.2080(2) directs the Commission to prescribe rules and
regulations for the performance of services by a utility,
Pursuant to this statutory directive, the Commission promulgated
Commission Regulation 807 KAR 5:041, Section 3, which requires
electric utilities to maintain their plants in accordance with the

standards of the National Electrical Safety Code (1981 edition),



and Commission Requlation 807 KAR 5:061, Section 2, which requires
telephone utilities to do likewise,

Commission Staff haas submitted to th: Commigsion an
Electrical Utility Accident Investigation Report dated August 21,
1989, attached hereto as Appendix A, which alleges:

l, On August 4, 1989, Matthew Rosebush was severely burned
when an aluminum pole with which he was playing came into contact
with a 7200 volt single phase overhead line owned and maintained
by Meade County RECC.

2. At the time of this incident, the electric utllity lines
in the immediate area of the incident, the 7200 volt single phase
overhead line and a neutral conductor, both owned and maintained
by Meade County RECC, failed to meet the minimum vertical
clearance standards for above-ground wires and conductors as
established by National Electrical Safety Code Rule 232A, The
communications conductor in the immediate area of the incident,
which was owned and maintained by Brandenburg, also failed to
comply with these standards.

3. Meade County RECC violated Commission Regulation 807 KAR
5:041, Section 3, by failing to comply with the standards of the
National Electrical Safety Code.

4. Brandenburg viclated Commission Regulation 807 KAR
5:061, Section 2, by falling to comply with the standards of the
National Electrical Safety Code,

WHEREFORE, the Commission, on its own motion, HEREBY ORDERS
that:



1, leade County RECC and Prandenburg shall each submit to
the Commission & written response to the allegations contained in
the Electrical Utility Accident 1Investigation Report within 20
days of the date of this Order.

2. Veads County RECC and Psandenburg shall appear on
November 8, 1989, at 1500 p.m., Zastern $tandard Time, in Hearing
Room No. 1 of the Commission’s offices at 730 Schenkel Lane,
Frankfort, Kentucky, for the purposes of presenting evidence
concerning the incident which is the sudbject of the Electrical
Utility Accident 1Investigation Report, specifically the alleged
violations of Commission Regulation 807 KAR 53041, Section 3, and
807 KAR 535061, Section 2, and of showing cause, if any they can,
why they should not be subject to the penalties of KRS 278,990 for
their alleged fajlute to comply with Commission regulations.

3. 7The Electrical Utility Accident 1Investigation Report
dated August 21, 1989, is hereby made » part of the record of this
case.

Done st Frankfort, Kentucky, this 19th day of September, 1989.

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

ATTEST:

Txecutlve Director




APPENDIX A
APPENDIY TO AN ORDER
OF THE KENTUCKY PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
IN CASE NO. 89-257 DATED 9/19/89

ELECTRICAL UTILITY ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION

DATE OPF THIS REPORT B/21/89 SUBMITTED BY Jeffery L., Gilpin
NAME OF UTILITY Meade County RECC

ACCIDENT REPORTED BY _Beavin Thornsberry

DATE & TIME UTILITY LEARNED OF ACCIDENT 8/4/89 9:18 P.M.
DATE & TIME ACCIDENT REPORTED 8/7/89 11:19 A.M,

DATE AND TIME ACCIDENT OCCURRED 8/4/89 9:00 P.M,

DPATE OF ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION 8/7/89

DATE SUMMARY WRITTEN REPORT WAS RECEIVED PROM UTILITY _8/5/89

PERSONS ASSISTING IN THE INVESTIGATION Jeff Embry of Meade County

RECC.
NAME OF VICTIM(S) 1. Matthew Rosebush SEX M AGE 10
FATAL No NAME OF EMPLOYER: N/A

INJURIES Third deqree burns to tha abdomen and hands.

2, SEX AGE
FATAL NAME OF EMPLOYER:
INJURIES

3, SEX ___ AGE ____
PATAL NAME OF EMPLOYER:
INJURIES
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ELECTRICAL UTILITY ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION {(Continued)

LOCATION OF ACCIDENT SITE _On the Hillgrove Road in Meade County at

Meade County RECC account #11-009-15.

DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT Victim and several other children were playing

with an aluminum tent pole in the lawn between their homes. Apparent-
ly one of the children threw the pole across the primary conductor

and when it fell it made contact with the victim. The primary and

neutral conductors of Meades County RECC's electric distribution line
and the communications conductor belonging to Brandenburg Telephone

Compan Inc. appeared to have inadequate clearance due to a joint
use anchor pulling loose.

SOURCE OF INFORMATION _Jeff Embry-Meade County RECC; Meade County RECC
Summary Written Report; an onaite inspection; telephone conversation

with Mrs. Joseph Rosebush.
VIOLATIONS OF COMMISSION REGULATIONS _The primary conductor (13°'7"),

the neutral conductor (11'0"”) and the communications conductor (7'7"}

at Meade County RECC account #11-009-15 do not meet the minimum verti-

cal clearance as required by 807 KAR 5:041, Section 3(1) and the 1981
NESC Table 232~1(4).

RECOMMENDATIONS _It is recommended that the Commission consider action

against the utilities in accordance with KRS 278.990(1l).
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CORRECTIVE ACTION Meade County RECC installed a new anchor and re-

sagged the neutral and primary conductors on 8/7/89. (See Attachment
c)
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LINE CLEARANCES

Minimum Allowed

As Measured by NESC

A. AT POINT OF ACCIDENT

Phase conductor to ground

elevation: 13+7" 211

Neutral conductor to ground

elevation: 11'q" 19'1"

Communication conductor to

ground elevation: 77 19'1"

Phase conductor to structure: N/A N/A

Neutral conductor to structure: N/A N/A

Communication conductor to .

structure: N/A N/A
B. AT LOWEST POINT OF SPAN

Phase conductor to ground

elevation: 13'7" 211"

Neutral cenductor to ground

elevation: 11'g" 19'1"

Communication conductor to

ground elevation: 7'7" 19'1"

C. SPAN LENGTH 360"

Date the line or facilities were constructed: November, 1975

Utility: Meade County RECC

Date: B/7/89 Time 1:15 P.M,

Approximate temperature: 70 Degrees F

Measurements made by: Jeffery L., Gilpin

Submitted by: M
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Attachment B

Rural Electric Cooperative Corporarion
PO Dox 267-Drongennag. Renrutay 40100

August 8, 1989
Jeff Gilpen

Kentuehy Public Savvica Commission
730 Schenkel Lane
Frankfort, Ky. 40602

Dear Mr. Gilpen?

An alcctrical contact accident occurred at approximately §:00 P\
August 4, 1989, in the Hill Greve area of tha Maade County Rural
Electric system,

Upon notification, tha Mcade Co. R.E.C.C. scrvice crow of Jamcs
Miller (Journeyman-Lineman) and Mark Bruner (Apprentice Lineman)
proceeded to the reaidence of Joseph Roschush, map location #11-
009-15. The crew was informed by a ncighbor, Mrs. Eric Riggs,
that a neightor child, Matthow Roscbush, had been shocked while
Flaying with a gteel tent post that had come in contact with the
wirs in the yard. The Rosebush family was not available at that
time,

Bhile inapecting the arca, it was noted that an anchor had $iucn
way allowing the 7200V primary fo eag to tha height of 14'3,

The Cooperative later learncd that Matthew Roscbush had obtainee
burns on both arms and arouwrwd his waist, Master Roscbush was
taken to Kosair Children’s Hospital for obscrvation.

The Public Service Commission was notified of the accident August
7, 1989. Mr. Jeff Gilpen of the PSC arrived and promptly investi-
gated the scene of the incident. Following tha investigation, ncw
guys and ncw anchors were installicd to rcoctify the situation.

Enclosed are copies of the repaiv ovder and inapection records of
the line section imolved,

Si7;l y;/ z g
.i'):ff Embrey, Coordinator
Opcerations Depariment

CC: Beavin Thevnsberry William Corum Greg \organ
Meade Co. RECC \icade Co. RECC K.AE.C.

[
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