
CONNOHWEALTH OF KENTUCKY

BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE CONNISSION

In the Natter oft

NEADE COUNTY RURAI ELECTRIC
COOPERATIVE CORPORATION g INC.

and

BRANDENBURG TELEPHONE CONPANYg INCo

ALLEGED FAILURE TO CONPLY
WITH CONNISSION REGULATIONS

)
)
)
)
)
) CASE NO.
) 89-257
)
)
)
)

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE

Needs County Rural Electric Cooperative Corporation, Inc.
("Neade County RECC"), which engages in the distribution of
electricity to the public for compensation, for light, heat,

power, and other uses, is a utility under the jurisdiction of the

Commission.

Brandenburg Telephone Company, Inc. ("Brandenburg"), which

engages in the transmission over wire of messages by telephone for

the public, for compensation, is a utility under the jurisdiction
of the Commission.

KRS 278.280{2) directs the Commission to prescribe rules and

regulations for the performance of services by a utility.
Pursuant to this statutory directive, the Commission promulgated

Commission Regulation 807 KAR 5i041, Bection 3, which requires

electric utilities to maintain their plants in accordance with the

standards of the National Electrical Safety Code (1981 edition),



and Commission Regulation &07 RAR 5:061, Section 2, which requires

telephone utilities to do likewise.

Commission Staff has submitted to the Commission an

Electrical Utility Accident Investigation Report dated August 21,

1989, attached hereto as Appendix A, which alleges:
l. On August 4, 1989, Matthew Rosebush was severely burned

when an aluminum pole with which he was playing came into contact

with a 7200 volt single phase overhead line owned and maintained

by Meade County RECC.

2. At the time of this incident, the electric utility lines

i.n the immediate area of the incident, the 7200 volt single phase

overhead line and a neutral conductor, both owned and maintained

by Meade County RECC, failed to meet the minimum vertical
clearance standards for above-ground wires and conductors as

established by National Electrical Safety Code Rule 232A. The

communications conductor in the immediate area of the incident,

which was owned and maintained by Brandenburg, also failed to

comply with these standards.

3. Meade County RECC violated Commission Regulation 007 EAR

5:041, Section 3, by failing to comply with the standards of the

National Electrical Safety Code.

4. Brandenburg violated Commission Regulation 807 EAR

5:061, Section 2, by failing to comply with the standards of the

National Electrical Safety Code.

WHEREFORE, the Commission, on its own motion, HEREBY ORDERS

that>



1 ~ Needs County ONCE and brandenhnr9 shall each snhsit to
the Cowmission a «ritten response Co the allebathms ooncained in

the Nl act r ical Utility Accident 5t&escibacion Neporc «ichin 20

days of the daCe of Chic Order.

2 ~ Needs Coclnty SSCC and Srandenhnrb shall appear on

NOVenher 0I 1909i aC 1S00 prat i faSCern standard 'Tines in Hear lnb

ROOn No. 1 of Che Comission's officos aC 730 bchenkei Keno,

Fran%forty Nentockyi for the purposes of presenting evidence

ccncernin0 the incident «hich is the suh5ect of Che Iiectricai
Utility Accident 5nvestibathm NeporC, specif ically Che allebed

violations of Coeeission Rey«lotion NV NAS Ssbsi SecCion li and

007 NAR Seal< Section 2, and of shc«in9 canseI if any they can,

«hy they she«id not he s«h)ect to Che penalties of Nnb 220,990 for
their aiiebed fail«re to coaply «iCh Comission reyniations.

3. 9he Electrical UCiliCy Accident 5nrestkbat4m Report

dated A«9ust 25'909i is hereby aede a part of Che record of this
case i

hone aC tranhfort, Nentcclsy, Chis 19th dey'f September, 1909.

WSL5C bNIV5CS GNN5$ $QW

ATTN'

Eseclstive Director



APPENDIX A

APPENDIX TD AN ORDER

OF THE KENTUCKY PUBLIC SERVICE COI84ISSION

IN CASE NO. 89-257 DATED 9/19/89

ELECTRZCAL UTILITY ACCIDENT INVESTIQATION

DATE OP THIS REPORT 8/21/89 SUBMITTED BY Jefferv L, Qi1nin

NANE OP UTIZITY Meade Countv RECC

ACCZDENT REPORTED BY Beavin Thornsberrv

DATE a TIME UTILITY IEARNED OP ACCIDENT 8/4/89 9clS P.N.

DATE a TINE ACCIDENT REPORTED 8/7/89 11:19A.M.

DATE AND TIME ACCIDENT OCCURRED 8/4/89 9i 00 P.N.

DATE OP ACCZDENT INVESTIQATION 8/7/89

DATE SUMMARY WRITTEN REPORT WAS RECEIVED PRON UTILITY 8/9/89

PERSONS ASSISTINQ IN TEE ZNVESTZQATION Jeff Embrv of Meade Countv

RECC.

NAME OP VICTIM'S) 1. Matthew Rosebush SEX M AQE 10

PATAL No NANE OP EMPLOYER: N/A

INJURIES Third deoree burns to the abdomen and hands.

PATAL

INJURIES

2 ~

NAME OP ENPLOYER:

SEX

PATAL

INJURIES

3 ~

NAME OP ENPLOYERr

SEX AQE
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ELECTRICAL DTILIT}{ACCIDENT INVESTI{IATION {ConCinued)

LOCAT1ON OP ACCIDENT SITE On the Rillcrove Road in Neade Countv at
Meade Countv RECC account 411-009-15.

DESCRIPTION OP ACCIDENT Victim and several other children were nlavlnc

with an aluminum tent cole in the lawn between Chair homes. Annarent-

lv one of the children threw the Dole across the nrimarv conductor

and when it fell it made contact with the victim. The DrimarV and

neutral conductors of Needs Countv RECC's electric distribution line

and the communications conductor beloncinc to Srandenbura Teleohone

Comnanv, Inc. anneared to have inadeauate clearanoe dua to a hoint

use anchor nullinc loose.

SOURCE OF INPORNATION Jeff Embrv"Needs Countv RECC} Neade Countv RECC

Summarv Written Renort} an onsite insoectlon} teleohone conversation

with Nrs. Josech Rosebush.

VIOLATIONS OP COMMISSION REGULATIONS The Drlmarv conductor {13'7"),
the neutral conductor {11'0")and the communioations conductor {7'7")
at Meade CountV RECC account 411-009-15 do not meet the minimum verti-
cal clearance as recuired bv 807 KAR 5<041, Section 3{1) and Che 1981

NESC Table 232-1{4).

RECOMMENDATIONS It is recommended ChaC Che Commission consider action

acainst the utilities in accordance with KRS 278.990{1).
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CORRECTIVE ACTION Neade Countv RECC installed a neo anchor and re-
saoced the neutral and nrimarv conductors on 8l7l89. tSee Attachment
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LINE CLEARANCES

Minimum Allowed
As Measured by MESC

A. AT POINT OF ACCIDENT

Phase conductor to ground
elevation: 131711 21'I"
Neutral conductor to ground
elevation: 11'" 19'1"
Communication conductor to
ground elevation: 7 171\ 19 '1

Phase conductor to structure: N/A

Neutral conductor to structure: N/A

N/A

N/A

Communication conductor to
structure: N/A N/A

B. AT LOWEST POINT OF SPAN

Phase conductor to ground
elevation:

Neutral conductor to ground
elevation:

13'7"

11'0"

2111e

19 I I II

Communication conductor to
ground elevation: 71711 91] II

C. SPAN LENGTH
360'ate

the line or facilities were constructed: November, 1975

Utility: Meade Countv RECC

Date: 8/7/89 Time 1:15 P.M.

Approximate temperature: 70 Degrees F

Measurements made by: Jeffery L. Gilpin

eebelttee by:
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Attachment 8

sm a>iU('l»'~»»«c 'a~>~L>I>IIILI
pf'cadeW~~i~~~- '~-: . ~iXJI Country

ravrai Eiecrric Cooperarive Corporarlon
>>0 ao> aa> 0>ance»ra. >cc» ac» a0>00

August 8, 1989

Jeff ellpcn
Xcntucrcy Public $crc>ice Co»m>ission
730 Schcnkc1 Lane
t'rani>fort > ¹g. >10602

Dear hlr. eilpcnl

An clcctaacal conf'art accident occurred cat appro>cimately 9>00 PAl.
August 4> 1989> in thc ll ~ 11 proc>c area of the hleade County Rural
Elect> cc system.

ilpon notification> the hlcade Co, R.E C.C. seruice crew c>f James
hfi liar (Jour»cyaa>c-Lineman) and Marte Sruner (Apprentice Linc>mcua)
procccdcd fo t'hc rcs>clcnce of Joseph Rosebush> map locataon «11-
009-1$. The crew was anformcd by a neighbor, hire. Erac Riggs,
that a neighbor child, hlatthcw Roscbccsh> ha>1 been st>ockcct >c>hi le
playing wl,th a steel Cent poet that had come in contact wafh Chc
wire cn fhs yJard. The Rosebush family was not aa>ailable af that
'f ca>c ~

le>ile inspecting the area, if was noted that an anchoc'ad >lie>cn
>a>ay al.lowing the 7200V primary to sag f'o thc height of 10'3'

The Coopccatiuc )uter learned that Matthew Roscbccsh had obl'oined
bcccns on both arms and around his waist. hfastcr Rosebush was
falcon Co Kosair Chi,ldrcn' Hospital for obscrc>ation.

Thc Public Scruice Co»a»lesion was noti fied of the accident'ugust
7, 1989. hlr. Jeff lsilpen of the P8C arria>sd and promptly inc>csti-
gatcd thc sccno of thc incident. Following the inc>eetigafion> ncw
guys and new anchors ware installed to rcrtify fhe satuotion.

Enclosed are copies of the repair order and cnspcction records of
thc linc section inc>ola>cd.

PA"~~
Jeff Embrey, Coordinator
Opcrati ons Depart»cent

CC: Bcac>in Thor>csbcrry
arcade Co. INC

Wi 1 1 1am Core>m Oreg hlorga>c
hlcadc Co. RECC KA.Z.C.



REPAIR SERVICE ORDER
Meade County RECC

// - 'i' .<v

Attachment C
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, REPAIR SERVICE ORDER
Meade County RECC Dle JP c
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