
CONNONWEAITH OF KENTUCKY

BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVZCE CONNISSZON

In the Natter of<

SOUTH KENTUCKY RURAL ELECTRIC
COOPERATIVE CORPORATION

ALLEGED VIOLATION OF 807 KAR
5s006e SECTION 24

)
)
) CASE NO. 89-244
)
)
)
)

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE

On June 9, 1989, the South Kentucky Rural Electric
Cooperative Corporation {"South Kentucky" ) notified the Commission

of a fatal accident occurring to Jeffrey Clarkr a member of a crew

replacing a 35'ole with a 40'ole for South Kentucky on June 8,

1989. South Kentucky learned of the accident at 4<45 p.m,,

Central Daylight Time, June 8, 1989
'romthe Commission's investigation and the report thereof,

attached hereto as Appendix A and incorporated by reference as if
fully set forth herein, the Commission finds a prima facie showing

has been made that South Kentucky failed to promptly notify the

Commission of the fatal accident in violation of 807 KAR 5:006,
Section 24.

"Promptly" means "immediately." See Case No. 9988,
Fleming-Nason Rural Electric Cooperative Corporation and
Continental Telephone Company of Kentucky —Alleged Failure
to Comply with the Commission's Regulation 807 KAR 5:006,
Section 24.



ZT ZS THEREFORE ORDERED that South Kentucky shall appear at a

hearing scheduled for October 6, 1989 at 10t00 a.m., Eastern

Daylight Time, In Hearing Room No, 1 at 730 Schenkel Lane,

Frankfort, Kentucky, to present evidence on the alleged violation

of 807 KAR 5i006, Section 24, and to be prepared to show cause why

South Kentucky should not bs penalised under KRS 278.990 if such

violation ls found to have oocurred.

Done at Frankfort, Kentuckyi this 8th day of Seprenber, 1989.

VIAf CNHirma6

7
/7/J2JJ ~,gcmpissioner

ATTESTS

Executive Director



ApPENDIX A

AppENDZX TO AN ORDER OP THE
D 9/8/89

KENTUCKY PUBLIC SERVICE

CONNZSSZON IN CASE No. 89-244 DATED 9

ELECTRICAL UTILITY ACCIDENT XNVSSTZOATION

DATE Ot TRIS REPORT 8 9 89

SANS Ot UTZLZTY South Kentuckv RECC

ACCIDENT REPORTED SY Eddie Ouene

SURNZTTED SY Elle El-Rouelheb

OATS 8 TINS UTILITY ~-~~~ Ot ACCIDENT ~ F45 P,No 6-8 89

DATE 4 TINS ACCIDENT REPORTED 8122 A.N. d 9 89

OA'TS AND TINS ACCIDENT OCCURRED 4t45 P.N, d 8 49

DATE Ot ACCIDENT INVSSTIOATION d 9 89

DATE SUNNARY NRIT%% REPORT NAS RECEIVED PRON UTILXTY 6 13 89
Pen~ ASSZSTIW XN TSS ZNVSSTXOATXON Eddie Ouene and Reiter Neet Of

South Kentuakv RECC.

SANS Ot VZCTZN(S) l. Jefferv Clark N ASS 24

tATAL Yea SANS Ot ENPLOYERs Current Conatruatlon Coaoanv

INJURIES

PATAL

INJURIES

PATAL

ZNJURXES

SANS Ot RPLOYERI

SSE ASS
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ELECTRICAL OTILITI ACCIDENT INVESTXOATXCN (Continued)

LOCATION OF ACCIDENT SITE Route 2. Albanv, Rentuckv.

OESCRXPTION OF ACCIDENT Nte Jefferv Clarke an emslovee of Current

Construction Comcanv, was one of the crew reolacinc a 35'ole bv a

40'ew cole. The new tele cot into contact with the 7.200 volt cri-
marv line which was enercised. As ~ result. the new cole and the

diccer truck. which was used to raise the cole. were enercised ~ Nr.

Clark was wearinc rubber cloves at the time of the accident, Accord-

inc to the Coroner's Autocsv Recort Nr. Clark died ae a result of
electrocution.

SOURCE OF INFORNATION Eddie Owens and Walter West of South Eentuckv

RECC, South Kentuckv RECC's Recorti and an onsite investication.

VIOLATIONS OF CONNZSNION RSÃILhTZONN The utilitv did not cromctlv

notifv the Commission staff, as is is rscuired of all fatal accidents

bv 807 EAR Ss006, Section 24.

P~~TZONN Zt is recommended that the Commission consider action-
acainst the utilitv in accordance with RRS 278.990(1).
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Jeff Clark, rnd Ai Heynre. Curr snc Conservation Company,
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June 4, 1544
ACCZOKNT AKAOATI by «n Alexander PASS 4 ol'

OSSKAvATLONs IIhsss wire waa stranded approximately 10-14 Peat Pr om

ths pole on the take ol'I' ide. P'ola being changed wsa ln ~

Plaid, one epsn from the three phase and was a 7400 KV ta ground

~ Lngl ~ phase A 1 end had ~ 10 KVA with a (3) wlr ~ service to

basal Sell' hauaa. Lt he¹ ~ telsphana oroaearm with span wir ~

on eaoh olde of tha ar aaasrm. Tha naw pole possibly hsd ~ burn

b I5- SA L (lJJk aiLs. ~g 0 %Irt4 cpj4L, 4 mk.a. ltw+iiuo~rk ~ proximo)el 4 lna sa bolas pals to br skat. Ths old

pole ground appeared to bs "broken'nta, The digger truok waa

per'el 1~ 1 ta ths slngl ~ phase Line appr oxlmataLy 15 4set out ln

tha Plaid. A buoket truck waa near ly undei ths line toward ths

take-oPP end where lt would nat raaoh tha pol ~ tap. The primary

line waa oner glacd and th» tr anafor mar wae oner glasd. The rubber

gut hsd been r amavsd and Jei'P' rubber gloves were looked inside

the buokst truok.

WOAK OAOKA Z-4034K

STATKMKNT SY CAKN POAKMAN (Kuasne Srsy) They intended ta change

this pole out snd quit work for tha day ~ The hola wes dug bssida

ths aid pole. The arew I'orsman waa running the digger truck.

The new pal ~ hsd ta be warksd i,n between the open wire telephone

~nd wea 5 Pest higher than the old pole. The victim wae at the

butt ol'ha naw pole helping to control Lt. He had on rubber

gloves. The Por amen weld they hsd used the buoket to put ons

rubber gut Por eever up on the take-off aids, Ths Par sean o ~ id

they had dlPPleulty in positioning ths pals and ha aew "Plr ~"

at ths phase neat whar ~ ths strand waa observed after tha



June 8, 1989
ACCIDENT hEtghT ) 8y Don Alswender'+AGE 3 of 3

~ooidenc. Ha said ths outr iggsr on the truck alas had fire
flying. J~I'I'lark meld "I'm burned" and turned coward the

digger and went par tlally down. Ha got up, took ~ I'sw mors

steps to the truok and oollapsad. Eugene said that he did

Cfh on Jeff cwloe and that he was breathing and he felt that

hl ~ heart waa still beating (but maybe ernatlo.) When they

StOC tad setting tha new psla, the primary line Wae oner glacd

but ehwy had the transfotmsr on the pale de-oner glasd, Ther ~

wss ~ 3D Amp fuse st the take-ofl', one span sway, Xc blew and

f'aul Erummstt r spleoecl lr when he srr Lved end mould ~

The Cor oner, Weldon Haddie, end ths f'hyslolan, Dr. Cummlne, at

ths Albany Hosplcsl whar ~ Jefl'as taken sale chat they I'ound
> ~

no burn marks on cha body. The oar oner ordered en autopsy dona

at L.axington.

JUNE 8. 5989 - publlo gar vise Commission hspreesncative wont to

Albany with Eddl ~ Dwens. Walcer west mst them ther ~ . They took

maesul em ~nts
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In my opinion, Mr. Clark die4 as ~ result ot electrocution {high voltage-fndfrect
contact)

According to Coroner Hsddfx, the decedent was employed as an electrician by the
Currant Constructfon Company, working with several other employees ot that
company in ~ rural area on a tfel4 next to an individual' residence ott fffghway 738,
3 mlles south ot Albany, Kentucky, 4urlng the late at2ernoon hours ot 8-8-89. At
around h:30 p.m. on that data {CDT)I the decedent was in the process ot handlfng
tho bottom ond ot a replacement utility pole, at which rime ho was note4 to stagger
back and to utter VI've Been Burnt" Observers snd investigators opined that the
replacement pole top probably csee fn2o contact with the telephone snd high-voltage
line at that time. Immediately thereafter, the decedent toff to the ground, arose to
take several steps, sn4 tlnsliy co)lapsed beside the trunk, apparently lapsing into
unconsciousness. CPR was fnstftutedi continued for approxfmately I hour thereattor
without succosst and the decedent was toreaffy pronounced dead at 5:30 rCDT) P.m.
on that datet approximately 1 hour atter the incfdent.

The principal tfndlngs at necropsyr to which the decedent's death is attributed, sre. ~

non-specitfc, but consistent with the conclusion that the decedent died as a result
ot electrocution by ln4irect contact with high voltage line. Specifically, examination
ot the decedent's clothing, work implementer and body surtaco areas displayed no

detinlto areas ot "current marks," or sny areas ot scorching/burning ot the clothing
or the decedent'i skin Consistent with electrocution howeveri was the tfnding ot

-3-
srsw awrtev saarav a {Iet, tea



C).ARK, JEFFERY H.
)CE 99-06-Isa

CI.OTHIHO EXAHIÃATIOH: When tirst vi»wed, the decedent is clad in a pair af white
under~ear briefs, which are »Hghtly moist snd have a patchy light brown scain in
ch» midline, Rec»ived c»parsceiy with the body are the tel)owing items of c)aching
multiccloc»d (brown/gr»en/khaki) army csmouf)age-Cyp» pants, shying «xcensive
resuscitation-r»)»cod scissors cuts; adiacent co tho medial asp»ct ot cho right upperfront pocket is a cluster af punctate and slightly largec'ec'taratians at cloth,
ranging in »ice tram 1/19 inch up to 5/8 inches in greatest surtace dimension,
ovecall measuring up to 4 inch in diameter tield in that region; no burning or
scorching ls noted in the r»gian ot Cho c)oth detects; heavy duty brown knee-high
wOrk baate, maderately maiat and muddy'ith red muddy Clay embedded Cn the
soles bilaterally admixed with strands ot weeds and grease no defects are natod on
the boots; light gray heavy duty wark sacks with upper blue stripes; received in a
separate plastic bag is a heavy duty brown 1»ether belt, Co which multiple brown
leather holsters aco at4ched, variably con4)ning various lacge instrumoncs,
including gray motel wrenches, )scge wire cutters, and ~ gray metal screw driver
with black/orange handle; no detects sre noted on the metal instruments or the bo)C
ice»if.

AH ot the abave Raced items are delivered to cho cus4dy ot the tun»oaf horn»
ropcesentacive removing Cho body tollowing necropsy.

EVIDENCE OF THERAPY: Veedls punctures ace present ac the !allowing sites: three
in tho right subc)avian region< two on tho back ot chs right hand, seve~el on tho
back at tho lett hand, one on the t)exor loft wcist, approximately 5 in the iefc
inguinal region, snd two each on the backs of boch right and lett test, resp»ccivo)3.

Curvf))near pale brown cu4neaus defibrillation marks are present on the cheat, one
located in the uppec'ett paras4rnal region, having semicircular contiguracion and
measuring up Co 2 5/8 inches in diam»4CV Ch ~ detect consists ot a series of light
brown scabbed cutaneous abcssians, arranged ln skip-type tashion to term the
semicircle, with extensfon inferiorly and right laterally across the sternal region as
a transverse )fnsi measucing up to 4 1/2 inches lang. A slightly curved light brown
ab)fauo (super)ac left) cutaneous impression is present in the upper left chest,
situated sppraximacely 1 inch co the lett by intact epidermis from the )swee curve at
the previously described cutaneous mark. Patchy pale brawn cutanoaus abrasions
are present in tho mid-lower sternal region a! the eh»»4 and a & inch in diameter
slightly curved deffbrfQatfan mark ot skin is present. in the lett lower lateral chose.

AI)TOH$ 5F PRCYI'ogpu

The body is that ot a well developed, well noucishod moderately markedly abase
adult white ma)ei meaouring 5 test 9 inChea Snd Weighing an eotimated 320 fo10)
pounds. Hls appearance is consistent wiCh the reported ago of 24 years.

EXTER)fbi EXhSl)fATIQL

A Hghc Can cucaneou ~ hue )suntan) is present on the tace, neck, arms and maior
portion of the trunk.

HEAD: Tho scaly ls covered by brown hair> arranged in a pattern af slight franca)
balding and measuring up to 9 inches long, terming a "pony tafi" fn the back
wrapped in a cfrcu)ar braid. A 1 1/4 inch longitudinal linear cutaneous scar ls
present in the lett mid frontal region, at the hairline. Prominent amounts of
mucassnguineous tluid exude Crom boch nares, following gravity ovoc'he mid fscia)



CLARK, JEFFERY H.
'NiE 88-08 143

HESOTHELTAt Si RFACES, The pleural cav>txes bdsceral.y are diminished in volume,
secondary co moderat» elevation of both hemidlaphragms, in turn eecondarv Co
moderately prominent intraabdominal adiposity. Smooch and glistening, with the
exception of focal fibrous pleural adhesions within the upper posterior and mid
lateral aspect of the eight pleural cavity. There are no abnormal accumulations of
fluid. The intact Pericardial sac has a smooch glistening lining, and its cavity
contains an estimated 1" ml. of yellow/brown serous fluid.

NOTA BENE: "UNK." means unremarkable, i.e., chat the organ is "normal" in shape,
size, consistency, color and g~oss morphology. Injuries of otherwise normal organs
are described above, if applicable. De&is are in the separate case file folder.

HEART: Veight: 455 gms. Epicardial surfaces are smooth, and gUstening with mgd-
moderate epicardial adiposiCy, Rare idolaceous epicardial petechiae are noted on all
surfaces. Extramural coronary arteries arise and branch normally with ~ lett-
dominate distribution; the right coronary artery ls hypoplastic, with a markedly
diminish«d caUbec Ino greater Chan 1/15 inch in dlametec proximally}, and wlthouC
extension to the cardiac crux. Within the proximal-mid segment of che LAD coronary
artery there i~ ~ focal zone, measuring up co 1 1/2 inches long, of subepicardial
intramyocardial coronary artery bridge formation, extending below the epicardlal
~urface for a distance of up to 1/8 inch. Coronary arteries are widely patent.
Foramen ovale is closed. Endocardial surfaces ar~ smooth and glistening. Cardiac
valves are intact and freely flexibl ~, free of vegetaticns with normal coaptation
Rare, punccate pale yellow atheromas are present within che aortic valvular sinuses
of valsalva The myocardium is uniformly violet/brown, and slightly soft, exhibiting
mild vascular hyperemia, without hemorrhage or necrosis, measuring up to 1.75 cm.
in thickness in the left lateral free wall and interventricular septum, and up Co 0.3
cm. in the right ventricle. The intact aorta demonstrates smooth gUstening
endothelial surfaces; aQ major branches are widely patent

LUNGS: Combined weighm 1030 gms. The lungs fully occupy their resPective
pleural cavities. Pleural surfaces are light violet/pink anteriorly and violaceous
(Uvld) posteriorly, exhibiting rare visceral pleural pecechiae bilaterally idark blue>
associated with mild anthracotic pigment mottUng. Pulmonary arteries and veins:
Patent, intact, UNK. Cut surfaces of the msinstem bronchi contain small amounts of
maroon Uquid; bronchial mucosa is smooth and glistening, uniformly light
violet/maroon, free o! petechise. On secCion, the lungs are subcrepltan4 uniformly
maroon, oozing moderate amounts of edema fluid with compression. Hyperemia is
generalized and marked. No evidence of masses or consolidation. Hilar and
mediastinal lymph nodem mild anthracosis: UNK.

NECK ORGANS: UNK., with the following exceptions: small, non-occlusive amounts of
maroon mucosanguineous fluid extend from larynx to trachea to carina; mucoss is
smooth and glistening> with Che exception of focal blue/purple mucosal hemorrhsg ~
within the subglottic regions of the larynx bilaterally (fintubation), associated with
light violet mucosa from larynx to carina and rare, bright red mucosal peCechiae in
the same regions; the thyroid gland is of normal size and shape; on section, the
colloid is uniformly maroon; within the parenchyma of the right lower pole is
situated a well circumscribed firm Can nodule, measuring 3/8 inches in diameter;
centrally, small punctate and sUghtly larger cystic structures are presenc,
associated wish focal fine calcification. No hemorrhage or other fibrosis ls noted.
No lacerations or contusions of the tongue. No fractures present.
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