COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY
BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

In the Matter of:

SOUTH KENTUCKY RURAL ELECTRIC
COOPERATIVE CORPORATION
CASE NO. 89-244

ALLEGED VIOLATION OF 807 KAR

)
)
)
)
)
5:006, SECTION 24 )

ORDER T0 SHOW CAUSE

On June 9, 1989, the South Kentucky Rural Electric
Cooperative Corporation ("South Kentucky”) notified the Commission
of a fatal accident occurring to Jeffrey Clark, a member of a crew
replacing a 35' pole with a 40' pole for South Kentucky on June 8,
1989. South Kentucky learned of the accident at 43145 p.m,,
Central Daylight Time, June 8, 1989,

From the Commission's investigation and the report thereof,
attached hereto as Appendix A and incorporated by reference as if
fully set forth herein, the Commission finds a prima facie showing
has been made that South Kentucky failed to promptly notify the
Commission of the fatal accident in violation of 807 KAR 5:006,
Section 24.}

"Promptly" means "immedlately.” See Case No. 99588,
Fleming-Mason Rural Electric Cooperative Corporation and
Continental Telephone Cowpani of Kentucky -- Alleged Pailure
to Eompiz with the Commission’s Regulation 807 KAR 5:006,
Section .



IT I8 THEREFORE ORDERED that Scuth Kentucky shall appear at a
hearing scheduled for October 6, 1985 at 10:00 a.m., Eastern
Daylight Time, in Hearing Room No, 1 at 730 Schenkel Lane,
Frankfort, Kentucky, to present evidence on the alleged violation
of 807 KAR 51006, Section 24, and teo be prepared to show cause why
South Kentucky should not be penalized under KRS 278.990 L{f such
violation is found to have occurred.

Done at FPrankfort, Kentucky, this 8th day of September, 1989.

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

ATTEST:

Executlve Director



APPENDIX A

BLIC SERVICE
AN ORDER OF THE KENTUCKY PU
"3552??&:33 IN CASE NO. 89-244 DATED 9/8/8S

ELECTRICAL UTILITY ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION

DATR OF THIS REPORT 08-9-89 SUBMITTED BY Elie El-Rouaiheb
NAME OF UTILITY South Kentucky RECC
ACCIDENT anronrib BY _xddie Owens
DATE & TINR UTILITY LEARNED OF ACCIDEMNT _4:43 P.M. §-8-89
DATE & TINR ACCIDENT REPORTED 8122 A.M. §~9-89

DATE AND TINRE ACCIDENT OCCURRED _4:43 P.M. 6-8-89

DATE OF ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION _6-9-89

DATR SUNMARY WRITTEM REPORT WAS RECRIVED PROM UTILITY _6-13-89

PERSONS ASSISTING IN THE INVESTIGATION Zddis Owvens and Walter West of

South Kentucky RECC.

NAMER OF VICTIN(S) 1. Jeffary Clark SEX M AGER 24
PATAL Yes NAME OF EMPLOYER: Current Construction Company
INJURIES

2. SEX AGE
PATAL NANE OF IMPLOYRR:
INJURIES

3. SEx AGE
PATAL NANE OF BMPLOYER:
INJURIES
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ELECTRICAL UPILITY ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION {Continued)

LOCATION OF ACCIDENT SITR _Route 2, Albany, Xentucky.

DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT Mr. Jeffery Clark, an employse of Curtrent
Construction Company, was one of the crew replacing a 3%' pole by a

40' new pole. The new pole got into contact with the 7,200 volt pri~-
mary line which was energized. As a result, the new pole and the

digger truck, which was used to ralisa thq le, vars energized. Mr.

Clark wae wearing rubber gloves at the tins of the accident. Accord-
ing to the Coroner's Autopsy Report Mr. Clark died as a result of

electrocution.

SOURCE OF INFORMATION _Eddie Ovwans and Waltar Wast of South Kentucky
RECC, South Kentucky RECC's Report, and an onaite investigation.

VIOLATIONS OF COMMISSION REGULATIONS _The utility did not gfomgtlx '

notify the Commission statf, as is is required of all fatal accidents
by 807 KAR $1006, Section 24.

RECOMMENDATIONS It is recommended that the Commission consider action -
against the utility in accordance with KRS 278.990(1).
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CORRECTIVE ACTION _Nons
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A.

LINE CLEARANCES

Minimum Allowed
As Msasursd by NESC

AT POINT OF ACCIDENP

Phase conductor to ground

slevation: ag'=11" a0’
Neutral cenductor to ground
elevation: as'-1" 18°'
Communication comductor to
ground elevation: 194" 18
Telephone Crcossarm with
open wire a1'=-3" 18°
SERVICE DROP
Phase conductor to ground 23'~10" 12’
slevation: 22'-@% 12°
Neutral conductor to ground
slevation: 25 =-7" 12
Communication conductor to
ground slevation: 16'~9® a’
Date the line or facilities were constructed: 1950
Otilitys _South Kentucky RECC
Date: 6"9'@9 '1'1“ __2._300 P.M.
Approximate temperaturss _73 Degrees ?
Mesasuressnts sade by: Walter West
Submiteed by: b (FRs«c
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ACGIOENT MEPOAT: S8y Con Alexander PAGE 1 of 3
DATE June 8, 1989 JUN 131989
OIVISION OF 7y i1y
TIME s Appreximataly 18:49 - 17:00 €.9.7, ENG!NEEmm“me
PLACR! Clincan Co, - Acams Dock Ad, 4 or 8 spans bajow

thes 041 Rafinsry by Baasel Salli's Raeslidence -
Location #18+17-79-008

WEATHEA - Tempsrsturs approximstsly 679 with lnegrnteeone rein,
WORK « Changing out @ single phese pols that had basn rejected as
.. bed = going 8 fast higher,
gggglxgg_gglig! -~ Somersat Oispetahar,; Alak Qelton, hesrd sontrsctor
cull for halp ~ Ha called Paul Brummest; Lesd Ssrvicemsn .t

Albany, wha called the smbulancs.

PRESENT AT THE TIME OF AGCIQENT - Moremsn-Rugane Brasy, Mike Hunter,
Jaff Clark, snd Al Haynas, Currant Construction Company,

o/a BL1l Lang, M.0. BOX §38, Lancester, Ky. 40444,
VIGTIM - Joffrsy Clark, ags 24, graundmsn - Approximstely 3 yesrs
sxperisnce (with Bill Long sbout 1 yaser and had worked for
. _Fhelpe Canstrustion Cowpany)
AFTER ACCICENT - FPsul Brummstt got to the ecens while ambulance wes

loading.

AT _APPACXIMATELY 19:3Q PM (CST] ~ Qon Alexsnder, Walter West, Ecdis

Owsre, Psul Brummestt, Tany Bertrsm, Mitchall Steton, County

Coroner Weldon Haddix and Lugene Bray, Crew Forsman, went to

the scsnse.

PICTUNES - wers teken , —mreren




June 8, 1989
ACCIDENT RMEPOAT: gy Qon Alexander PAGE 2 of 3

OBSSEAVATIONS <« Phaese wire was atranded approximatsly 10-12 feat from
the pole on ths takes off aids. PMole baing changsd was in e
Fletd, n;i epan from ths thraa phass and waa a 7200 KV to ground
singla phass A1 and hed a 40 KVA with w (3) wire ssrvics to
Sasal Ball's housa. It hed a talephons crosearm with cpen wire
on asch side of ths crossarm. Tha new pols possibly had & burn

perk e prnx{magll ] {nn as helow pols tap br ekcf. .Th- ald
parallel %o tha aingls phasa line appraximetsly 418 Fset oue_ln
tha fleld, A buckat truck was nssrly under the lina towerd the
take=of* and where 1t would not resch tha pals tep. The primary
lirne wes uansrgized snd the transformer wae sneargized. Tha rubizer
gut had been ramaved and Jaff's rubbsrc gloves wers locksd inside
the buckat truck.

WOMK OROER . 2-20382

STATEMENT BY CMEW FOREMAN (Eugsns Brsy) - They intendad to change

this pols out and quit work for ths day. The hale was dug beside

the old pols., Thse crsw forsman wes running thes digger truck.
The maw pols hed to be worksd in betwsen the opsh wira telephone
snd wes S Fset highar then thae old pols. The Victim was at tha
butst of the new pole halping to contrsl it, Hs had an rubbsr -~
gicvas., The Foreman seid they had used tha bucket to put one
rubber gut for caver-up on the tska-off side. The Faoreman said

they had di?flculty in poaitioning the pols and hs sew "Fire”

8t the phase naer whera tha strand was cbservad aftsr ths



June 8, 1969

ACCIOENT REFOAT: B8y Qon Alexander PAGE Q af 2

acgcidant. He sald the ocutrigger on the truck aleso hed fire
Flying. Jeff Clark esald "I'm burnsd" and turned towerd the
digger and want pertially down. Hs got up, took a Ffew mora
stepe to the truck and collapsed. Eugane said that he dic

CPR on Jeff twice and thet he wae bresthing and he felt that
his haert wae etill beeting (but mayba nrrltic.) When thay
atartad satting the new pola, the primary line was enargized
but they had the transformer on the pole da-snargized. Thera
wee 8 30 Amp Ffuem at the take«off, crne span awsy. It blew and

Pyl Srurmatt replaced it when he arrived and cauld.

The Coroner, Weldon Haddix, and the FPhysiclan, Or, Cummine, at
the Albany Hospltal whare Jeff was taken seid that they found
Mo burn marke om the bady, The an;annr grdared an sutopsy danas
“nt Laxington. '
JUNE 9, 1989 - Mublio Sarvice Commiasion Aspressntative went to
Albany with Eddie Owane. Walter Weat mat them thers, They took

meesuremantsa.
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RECEIVED

CO&MONWIALTH OF RKENTUCKRY AUG 07 1889
OFFICE 9]" THE ASSO&&“TE C!é!EF MEDIC‘?}'“E;A'\'N%MSION O‘F uTILTY
nivereity of Keuniaky Cupser L]
. mﬂt"i”% ENGINEERING & SERVICES
AUTOPSY REPORT Core No JE89-Q6~1403
* Neme__Clazk, Jeffery Navne Age_25 _ Racs White g lMale
Acdrens _.umunu._hmm.v__ﬁﬁ_
Praacunced ) :
Osteand Tinwot:  Desth 100,80, S=8=09 ____  Autopey §29289 1313 p.m, = 3:30 p.m

Autopty Authorited by: MWMIMIMJH&UMW

Body Identitied by: M
Provector: .. D, Hunjgker " Site of Examinstion: U.K.HM.C.

Witnenaet!

Mr. Jaff Vincent, Esployee of Weldon-Haddix ﬂiiul Homa, Aldany, Kentucky
[ 0. "-"i-' )

Autopsy Tashnician: Ms. Winnie Stanton 1‘

CAUSE OF DEATH : ELECTROCUTION (HIGH VOLTAGE~INDIRECT CONTACT)

MANNER OF DEATH : (3 Natursl Couses X Accident O Suicide
O Homicide - B Mndetarmineq, i T

6":1" sq ﬂpcw

m; M.D
Date Signed . .;.'.:.w T
D e

Modidel Bxaminer Sragram -1 (/87



CONMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY
Justice Cadiae

OFFICE OF THE ASSOCIATE CHIEF MEDICAL EXAMINER

Markey Cancer Center
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CLAXE, JEFFIRYW.

ME 86~08=143 {Porten o FORM V.8, No. t-A (Rev, W87}

CONCLUSION
In oy ?ﬁinicn. Mr. Clark died as.a result of electrocution (high voltage-indirect
contact

According to Coroner Haddix, the decedent was employed as an electrician by the
Current Construction Company, werking with seversl other smployees of that
company in & rural ares on a field next to an individual's residence off Highway 738,
3 miles south of Albany, Kentucky, during the late afternocn hours of 8-8-89. At
around 4:30 p.m. on that date (CDT), the decedent was in the process of handling
the bottom end of a replacement utility pole, at which time he was noted to stagger
back and to utter-"I've Been Burnt." Observers and investigators opined that the
replacement pole top probably cams into contact with the telephone and high~volitage
line at that time. Immediately thereafter, the decedent fell to the ground, arcse to
take several steps, and finaily collapsed beside the trunk, appsrently lapsing into
unconsciousness. CPR was instituted, continued for approximately 1 hour thereafter
without success, and the decedent was formslly pronounced dead at 5:30 (CDT) p.m.
on that date, approximately 1 hour after the incident. ’

The principal tindings at necropsy, to which the decedent’s desth is attributed, are.-
non-specific, but consistent with the cenclusion that the decedent died as a result
of elsctrocution by indirect contact with high voltage line. Specifically, examination
of the decedent’s clothing, work implements, and body surface aress displayed no

definits areas of "current marks,” or any areas of scorching/burning of the clothing
or the decedent’s skin. Consistent with electrocution however, was the finding of

3=
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CLARK, JEFFERY W.
ME 83-05-143

CLOTHING EXAMISATION: When first viewsd, the decedent is clad in a pair of white
underwear briefs, which are slightly moist and have a patchy light brown stain in
the midline. Received sepacataiy with the body are the following items of clothing:
muiticolored (brown/green/khaki) army camouflage~type pants, showing extensive
resuscitation-related sciasors cuts; adjacent to the medial aspect of the right upper
front pocket is a cluster of punctate and slightly larger perforations of cloth,
ranging (n size from 1/18 inch up to 5/3 inches in greatest surface dimension,
overall meaguring up to 4 inch in diameter tield in that region; no burning or
scorching is noted in the region of the cloth defects; heavy duty brown knee=high
work boots, moderately moist and muddy, with red muddy clay embedded on the
scles bilaterally admixed with strands of weeds and grass; no defects are noted on
the boots; light gray heavy duty work sccks with upper blue stripes; received in a
separats plastic bag is a heavy duty brown leather belt, to which multipie brown
leather holsters are attached, variably containing various large inatruments,
including gray metal wranches, large wire cutters, and a gray metal screw driver
with black/orange handle; no defects are noted on the metal instrumenta or the belt
itseif, .

All of the sbove~listed items are delivarsd to the custody of the funeral home
representative removing the bedy feollowing necropay. .

EVIDENCE OF THERAPY: Needle puncturss are present at the following sites: three
in the right subclavian region; two on the back of the right hand, sevars! on the
back of the left hand, one on the flexor left wrist, approximately 5 in the left
inguinal region, and two each on the backs of both right and left feet, respactively,

Curvilinear pale brown cutanecus defibrillation marks are present on the chest, one
located in the upper left parasternal region, having semicircular configuration and
measuring up to 2 5/8 inches in diameter; the defect consists of a series of light
brown scabbed cutaneous abrssions, arranged in skip-type faahion to form the
semicircle, with sxtension inforicrly and right laterally across the sternal region as
a transverse lins, messuring up to 4 1/2 inches long. A slightly curved light brown
oblique (superior-left) cutansous impression is present in the upper left chest,
situated approximately 1 inch to the left by intact epidermis from the lower curve of
the previously described cutansous mark. Patchy pale brown cutaneous abrasions
are present in the mid-lower starnal region of the chest, and a 5 inch in diameter
slightly curved defibrillation mark of akin i{s present in the left lower lateral chest.

AUTORSX _RROTOCOLS

The body is that of & well developed, well nourished moderatsly-markedly obese
aduit white male, measuring 3 feet 9 inches and weighing an estimated 320 (210)
pounds. His appearance ia conzistent with the reported age of 24 years. .

EXTERNAL_EXAMINATION:

A light tan cutansous hue (suntan) i3 present on the facs, neck, arms and major
portion of the trunk. :

HEAD: The scalp is covered by brown hair, arranged in a pattern of slight frontal
balding and messuring up to 9 inches long, forming a "pony tail” in the back
wrappad in a circular braid. A 1 1/4 inch longitudinal linear cutanecus scar is
present in the left mid frontal region, at the hairline. Prominent amounts of
muccssnguineous fluid exude from both nares, following gravity over the nmid facial



CLARK, JEFFERY W.
ME 89-08-143

MESOTHELIAL SURFACES: The pleural cavities bilaterally are diminished in volume,
secondary to moderate elevation of both hemidiaphragms, in turn secondary te
moderately prominent intrasbdominal adiposity. Smooth and glistening, with the
exception of focal fibrous pleural adhesions within the upper posterior and mid
lateral aspect of the right pleural cavity. There are no abnormal aceumulations of
tluid. The intact pericardial sac has a smooth glistening lining, and its cavity

.~

contains an astimated il ml. of yellow/brown sernus fluid.

NOTA BENE: "UNK." means unremarkabie, i.e., that the organ i{s "nermal” in shape,
size, consiatency, color and gross morphoiogy. Injuries of otherwise normal organs
ave described above, if applicable. Details are in the saparate case file folder.

HEART: Weight: 455 gms. Epicardial surfaces are amooth and glistening with mild=-
moderats epicardial adipesity. Rare violaceous epicardial petechiae are noted on all
aurfaces. Extramural coronary arteries arisse and branch normally with a left-
dominate diatributicn; the right coronary artery is hypoplastic, with a markedly
diminished caliber (no greater than 1/16 inch in diametar proximally}, and without
axtension to the cardiac crus. Within the proximal-mid segment of the LAD corcnary
artery there is a focal 2one, measuring up to 1 1/2 inchaes long, of subapicardial
intramyocardial coronary artery bridge formation, extending below the spicardial
surface for » distance of up to 1/8 inch. Coronary arteries are widely patent.
foramen ovale is closed, Endocardial surlaces are smooth and glistening. Cardiac
valves are intact and freely flaxible, {ree of vegetations with normal coaptation,
Rare, punctate pale yellow atheromas are present within the aortic valvular sinuses
of valualva. The myocardium is uniformly viclet/brown, and slightly soft, exhibiting
mild vascular hyperemis, without hemerrhage or necrosis, measuring up to 1.75 cm.
in thickness in the left lateral free wall and interventricular septum, and up to 0.3
c¢m. in the right ventricle. The intact aorta demonstrates asmooth glistening
endothelial surfaces; all major branches are widely patent.

LUNGS: Combined weight: 1030 gms. The lungs fully occupy their respective
pleural cavities. Pleural surfaces are light violet/pink anteriorly and violaceous
(livid) posteriorly, exhibiting vare viscera! pleural petschiae bilateraily (dark blue}
asaociated with mild anthracotic pigment mottling. Pulmonary arteries and veins:
patent, {ntact, UNK. Cut surfaces of the mainstem bronchi contain small amounts of
marcen liquid; bronchial mucosa is smooth and glistening, uniformly light
viclet/maroon, free of pstechiass. On section, the lungs are subcrepitant, uniformly
maroon, cazing moderats amounts of adema fluid with compression. Hyperemis is
generalized and marked. No evidence of masses or consolidation. Hilar and
mediastinal lymph nodes: mild snthracosis: UNK.

NECK ORGANS: UNK,, with the following exceptions: small, non~occlusive amounts of
maroon mucosanguineous fluid extend from larynx to trachea to carina; mucosa is
smooth and glistening, with the exception of focal blue/purple mucosal hemorrhage
within the subglottic regions of the larynx bilaterally (?intubation}, associated with
light viclet mucosa from larynx to carina and rare, bright red mucossl petechise in
the same regions: the thyroid gland is of normal size and shape; on section, the
colloid is uniformly maroon; within the parenchyma of the right lower pole is
situated a well circumscribed firm tan nodule, measuring 3/8 inches in diameter;
centrally, amall punctate and slightly larger cystic structures are presant,
associated wivh focal fine calcification. No hemorrhage or other fibrosis is noted.
No lacerations or contusions of the tongue. No fractures pressnt.




ACTNVIINWEALI Y R NTIL RY
DLEARTMENT OF JUSTICK
OFFICE OF THE ASSOQCIATE CHIEF MEDIUAL LNAMINER

Name: __ %B__t_u‘d&_._ . CaseNo: 9. of. yu8

Racy: Age: _2Y Date: __ 4, /9)8y
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