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On Nay 13, 1988, GTE South Incorporated ("GTE") filed a

Notion for scheduling a, date certain for the examination of rate
of return witnesses. GTE requests that the date on which all rate
of return witnesses scheduled for examination be no earlier than

June 14, 19&& though the hearing is to begin on June 8, 1988. In

suppQrt of its Notion< GTE states that its witness, Dr. Richard W.

Furst, is unavailable to testify prior to June 14, 1988 and that

the number of witnesses and issues involved in the rate case make

it unlikely that Dr. Furst would be called to the witness stand

within the time currently allocated for the hearing.

The Commission, being advised, is of the opinion and finds

that GTE's request is reasonable and that the Notion should be

granted.

Also, on Nay 13, 198&, GTE filed a Notion which it styled

"IdentifiCatiOn Of Staff ISSueS PriOr tO Hearing." GTE mOVeS that

the Commission direct Staff to identify a statement of, issues in

which the Staff intends to challenge or dispute the company's

evidence as well as other issues which the Commission intends to
consider in the resolution of this case. In support of its



Notion, GTE states that an informal practice of such a statement

has been developed.

The ComtmiSSion, being advised, is of the opinion and finds
that the Notion is reasonable and should be granted. The

commission has directed its staff to produce a statement of issues
which, in the opinion of the Staff, w111 be used to decide the

case. Such issues list is to be issued after GTE has responded to
all requests for information which are pending, but no later than

June 3, 1988. It is the Commission's intention that such issues
list be beneficial to GTE and intervenors in identifying issues
which may be considered in the resolution of this case, but it is
not contemplated that the Staff in its cross-examinatiOn Or the

Commission will necessarily be restricted from addressing issues
which may not appear on the issues list.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that:
1. The rate of return witnesses for QTE and the intervenors

shall not be called to the witness stand prior to June 14, 1988.
2. Staff shall produce an issues list no later than June 3,

1988.
3. Such issues list shall not be deemed as a limitation on

the Staff's cross-examination during the hearing nor the

CommiseiOn in the COnSideration of issues for the resolution of
this case ~



Done at Frankfort, Kentucky, this 27th day of May, 1988.

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION~ ~.~J.=.4
chairman

Vib~h MTclÃ E

ATTEST:

Executive Director


