
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

January 23, 2026 
 
 

To:   All Parties 
 
Subject: Commission Response to Emergency Declaration 2026-047 
 

Beginning on January 24, 2026, and continuing, a severe winter storm will impact 
the Commonwealth of Kentucky. KRS 367.4917 (6) provides that the Commission shall 
have statewide authority to enforce and assess civil penalties provided for in this section 
and to seek injunctive relief for any violation that results in damage to an underground 
facility used to transport gas or hazardous liquid subject to the federal pipeline safety 
laws, 49 U.S.C. secs. 60101 et seq. 
 

Pursuant to Executive Order 2026-047, there exists a state of emergency in 
Kentucky beginning on January 24, 2026, resulting from “a severe winter storm containing 
heavy snow with significant accumulations, freezing rain, ice, sleet, and artic 
temperatures [that] will impact the Commonwealth, creating dangerous travel and road 
conditions, and damage to public infrastructure, utility distribution systems, and private 
properties; and these conditions will endanger public health and safety and/or public and 
private property; and state and local governments share responsibility for protection of 
public health, safety, and security as well as for the protection of public and private 
property and for taking appropriate actions to ensure the provisions of essential public 
services.” 

 
In response to Executive Order 2026-047, the Commission notes that the 

conditions created from the severe weather meet the definition of emergency under KRS 
367.4903(7) that allow the utility to provide response before procedures required under 
KRS 367.4909 to 367.4913 can be completed. Additionally, the conditions meet the 
criteria of extraordinary circumstances under KRS 367.4909(11), which temporarily 
relieves the operator of the requirement to respond to facility locate requests until the 
operator can recover from the extraordinary circumstances. 

 
The Commission believes that good cause may exist to allow for waivers of 

penalties for violation of procedures required under KRS 367.4909 to 367.4913 for 
operators and excavators providing a good faith response to the aforementioned severe 
weather through February 23, 2026. Such operators and excavators should note, when 
notifying the Commission of any violation or responding to Commission inquires, that the 
violations occurred in response to the severe weather in the areas during the time period 
discussed in this letter.  
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      Sincerely, 
 
             
       
 
      Angie Hatton 
      Chair, Public Service Commission 
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