
“Water, Water Everywhere But Not A Drop To Drink”
Rhyme of the Ancient Mariner

Samuel Taylor Coleridge





On any given day in Kentucky, there is an
abundance of fresh, safe drinking water



But…

If you don’t like the weather in
Kentucky, stick around for 15
minutes. It’ll change!!



So what kinds of things can happen
that might make the tap go dry to the
customers serviced by your water
system?

Let’s look and see…



Floods



Quick – Fill the Bags!!



Flash Flooding



Where’s the water line now?



Loss of Power



Tornadoes



Ice / Winter Storms



Got a Generator?



Dam or Levee Failure



What Caused The Dirt To Do That?



Hazardous Materials Spills



Not Something You Want to See Next to 
the Water Source for Your System



Infrastructure Failure



Description



OK, We’re Vulnerable..

Now What?

Make A Plan!



What are your vulnerabilities?

Tornadoes
Floods
Drought
Power Loss
Ice Storms
Infrastructure Failure



What is your capability to overcome the
vulnerabilities?

Generators
Agreements With Contiguous Water Districts 



What partnerships do you currently have in
place?

Water bottlers and suppliers (Wal-Mart, Kroger, etc)
Relationships with contiguous water providers
Emergency Management 

What partnerships do you need? 
Any of the above not currently in place



What alternate arrangements do you have in
place to provide drinking water if your
system fails?

Emergency Connections To Other Systems 
Distribution of Bottled Water



Where Do You Get Drinking Water If Your
System Fails?



Where Are You Going To Store The Water?



How Will You Distribute The Water?



What is the Emergency Plan for your Department? 
“Plans are nothing. Planning is everything”

Dwight D. Eisenhower 

Do you have an Operations Center for your
Department?

What about a backup location? 

What about a “Continuity Of Operations Plan”? 



Are you integrated into your local Emergency
Management Emergency Operations Plan?

Do you participate in local emergency and disaster
exercises?

Have key staff completed training in Incident
Command and the National Incident Management
System?



Declaration of “A State of Emergency”



KRS 39A.100



KRS 39A.100



KRS 39A.100



KRS 39A.100



Do Your Part to be Ready

More Than Just a Motto…
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