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Ca:se No.2026-00159 

Thank you fOf'your comments on the application of Kentucky Power Company. Yourcomments In the 8bOY8-referenoed matter have beenmoetved and will be ptaoed Into the case file tor the Commission's 
consideration. Please cite the ca:senumberIn this matter, 2026-00159 In any tun her correspondence. The documents In this case are sve.lle.ble s,t VlertCase EBIW'3 tor 2926-00159 {ky eov> 

Thank you tor your Interest In this matter. 

F-rom: Stephanie Dunaway 

Sent : Friday, Juty 10, 2026 10:27 AM 

To: PSC Public Comment <PSC.Comment @lcy.gov> 

Subject: Formal Public Comment and Evidence Submission: Case No. 2026-00159 a.nd Case No. 2026-00001 

Dear Kentucky Public Service Commission Commissioners and Staff, 

Please accept this formal public comment and the attached documentary evidence to be officially entered into the administrative records for both Case No. 
2026-00159 (Kentucky Power Management & Operations Audit) and Case No. 2026-00001 (Fuel Adjustment Clause/ Mitchell Plant Operations). 

The attached public records-originally obtained via the Kentucky Open Records Act (KORA) and widely distributed to the community by the local civic 
platform ·we The People, Ashland Political"-expose critical, unexamined industrial resource loads and deeply troubling utility planning practices. These 
documents prove that Kentucky Power (AEP) executives and local officials actively worked behind closed doors to obscure a massive 1.5 Gigawatt (GW) 
data center load from formal regulatory and public scrutiny under the code names "Project Panda"and " Muskie Data Campus" (T eraWulf). 

As a ratepayer in Eastern Kentucky, where residential utility costs are already punishingly high, I ask the Commission and its third-party auditors to 
rigorously investigate the following evidence: 

1. Covert Coordination of a Massive 1.5 GW Grid Burden (Case No. 2026-00159 Relevance) 

• The Evidence: An email dated April 23, 2026, from corporate developer Jake Bronstein of Industrial Economic Power (IEP) explicitly outlines a 
coordinated multi-county effort to maximize site planning and secure a total utility capacity of 1.5 Gigawatts (1 ,500 Megawatts) at the Eastpark 
industrial site. 

• Regulatory Concern: A hidden load commitment of this unprecedented scale directly impacts Kentucky Power's long-term generation capacity, 
transmission planning, and systemic grid stability. It is highly alarming that a load capable of overwhelming the residential footprint of the entire region 
was negotiated outside of transparent Integrated Resource Planning (IRP) channels. 

2. Kentucky Power's Direct Role in Fabricating Public Narrative (Case No. 2026-00159 Relevance) 

• The Evidence: A leaked email log from May 26, 2026, reveals that Amanda Clark, External Affairs and Economic Development Manager for 
Kentucky Power/AEP (ace) arlrJ@aep corn), was intimately involved in co-authoring and vetting local government press statements. When local 
officials requested advice on how to frame the massive power draw, Ms. Clark explicitly instructed them to ·copy and paste from TeraWulfs release.• 

• Regulatory Concern: Rather than providing independent, transparent, and objective data regarding regional grid capacity constraints to the public 
and regulators, a utility representative actively collaborated with politicians to ·stay ahead of the public· and control political fallout. This directly 
validates the Commission's July 2, 2026, Order highlighting Kentucky Power's •troubling" and non-transparent planning history. 

3. Immediate Impacts on Local Infrastructure and the Mitchell Plant (Case No. 2026-00001 Relevance) 

• The Evidence: An internal utility memorandum dated October 30, 2025, from Ashland Utilities Director Mark Hall explicitly acknowledges that "Project 
Panda" is expected to be a massive water user that will completely exhaust local infrastructure capacity within two to four years, requiring significant, 
expensive upgrades. Furthermore, separate internal updates track high-level meetings in Frankfort involving state officials, Kentucky Power, and 
regional authorities mapping out hidden site-selector costs. 

• Regulatory Concern: Kentucky Power's ongoing, contentious arguments to keep the carbon-heavy Mitchell Plant fully operational cannot be 
evaluated in a vacuum. It is now clear that Kentucky Power executives have a dual agenda: they are quietly trying to reserve massive amounts of 
base-load generation to feed private, mult i-billion-dollar data center operations while leaving captive residential ratepayers to shoulder the 
environmental, operational, and financial liabilities. 

4. Lack of Structural Accountability 

• The Evidence: In the May 26, 2026, email chain, Greenup County Judge-Executive Bobby Hall openly abdicates his executive oversight duties by 
writing, •Hunter - use my stamp signature once you, Eric and Amanda [Kentucky Power] are ready.· 

• Regulatory Concern: When local governments blindly hand over stamp signatures to utility representatives and corporate developers to fast-track 
massive industrial projects, the statutory protections meant to safeguard public resources completely collapse. 

Conclusion and Request for Commission Action 



Eastern Kentucky citizens refuse to be left in the dark while a regulated utility maneuvers behind closed doors to subsidize corporate tech operations. We 
request that the independent firm selected to conduct the management and operations audit into Kentucky Power fully subpoena all internal 
communications regarding "Project Panda,· "Project Gateway,· and the "Muskie Data Campus." 

The PSC must independently verify if Kentucky Power has quietly filed, or plans to file, special economic development tariffs, transmission subsidies, or 
rate exemptions that will shift the immense grid-reinforcement burdens of this 1.5 GW project onto everyday families. 

Thank you for your continued dedication to ratepayer protection and ut ility transparency. 

Sincerely, 

St ephanie Dunaway 

Ashland, KY 41102 
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tfi!A We the People, A5hland Political 
Think wbout thatfor a momont, 8oforo tho 
public had a Chance 10 H k questions, Belor• 

~ · ~l,\.fll'l•O JIA2 '-' 

Q BEHIND CLOSED DOORS: WHO WAS 
WRITING THE PUBLIC'S MESSAGE? 

independent expertsweighed in, Before 
res.idoent, ull!Mr5-tood the ,cope of the p,-oiect, 
Officbils and e-conomk devek>prnenl ~ re 
already coorcinating how the project would be 

Before t he public ever had the opportunity to 
ask q1.1n.tions, 8oydCounty Judg e l!ktcutf\le 

prHented to ti',- publi~. and one official just 
g:ave out his signt1iture like it WO, NOTMINO. 

Eric CMne~. Greenup county Judge E•eeuttve 
Bobby Hall, Northeastern Kentucky Economic 
Oevetopment beeueive Director Hunter8oyd, 

The emails show a coordinated effort to refine 
the project' s public messagin5J. SIMPLY COPY 
AND PASTE. 

and AEP oc:onomic OOVelopOr Amanda Cl~rti 
were collaborating on the wording of • preu 
release that would be distributed to the public. 

The questionfor the community issimple: 
Wtrt our t l.ct.d offk ials indtl)tMdenUy 

The emails show: 
eval\Jating this project,, or were they helping 
craft the developer's narrative before the public 
ever had a diance to weighin? 

~ Huntitr Boyd circ1.1l•ted a draft press releue 
and requested edit! before h was sent tothe 
media. 

The public deserves transparency not just 
about the project itself, but about how it.s 
message was develooed and whowas Involved 

• Eric Chaney instructed the group t0 in shaping it. THEY ARE ALL PUPPETS ANO 
strengthen the language, specifically 
requesting wording from TeraWulrs FAQ. 

LAZY. 

l Amanda Clartc: responded by recommending 
they simply copy and paste language directly 

IWeThePeople •ashlal'\dpotldeal 
#.uhlandkentucky #.ashl¥1dky #.l:Shl.ancl 
#tCen1ucky#Visi1AKY li1trtM<ulf 

from TerawuH's own press relea.se and olfere.d #muskfedatacenter 
10 review the final version. 

1 8obby H;,,11 repl~ "Agree Wl'th Erie!!" and 
even AUTHORIZED the use of his $lgnature 
once everyone approved the final draft, 
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"" 
From: Mar1< Helt <mt\elt@Ml'llandky,Cov> 
Oete:Tb.ir$CI~. OCIOber 30. 2025&t90SAM 
To: Tony D. Crubb 
Sublect: 10-30-25 U001yUpdate 

Tony, 

P-.»e find betow1he reque:!ted 3 Utltl:y tetkinc poirn. 

1. Utl.i1tO&me1wi1h repre.samattvewnoareWOfkinQ on ·ProjtC-1P~n<1a· oo 10/28/25. 11 ts a PfOJect 
1t1a1wlltbfinaenindustrytoE~ar1twhO is ~pected t0bea la(ge water us,e,r, TheW11ter ~em 
can QrOYidO: the'8-.-eto, consUffl)tlon needed ondavOM but vpg,fldes witbeneeded toen,ure 
servlc• byyear 4 and p0$sibl)' 1'1tn y ..r two. Conu1cted HOR totfve us a bud,et ,._,ml>er tor 
po1tnliat upw&de! 10 U\19sy-stem tora reliable wator supply l:h&tcould easlty handletheir demand 
and room tor further ,..owth 3t &lstperk. The plan ts to pasa tne burdenofcost for tho $)'$tom 
uoc,&<1es10me 1.nctusuy. 1 will continua tovl)dato as moro in1ormati0n It iwalla~e. 

2. Cutlett Sanitation to ~ re mobiU2ingec;uipmemiofWTP reservoir cleaniog lod.ay, 
10129125. Removatol solids Is ,xpecutd to tak• 2·3 weeb ol w(ukby the oonuacto,. 

3. Working with Strand tode\letopa lttte, ,,questing en extensionon1he rnil.Mtone date fOrWRRF 
pt..-it completion. The mile.stone: date Is Included onourConsent Judgemerwwith KOOW. we 
hewi discuHed with KOOWin tM pt,$1 OU! n&ed torthiS elCtenalon due tom.any fa<:tOfS th.:at wort 
out c>fourcontrol,<:OYIO. consttootion permit approvac turnMOund o, 13 months, Increased 
blddin,aaC'Ycnisemont Cimo .:and time extenSion due t0 ordefof consuvction. l<DOINis expec,ing 
thQ rOQvest and basedon pre-.iious dlsa,ulons, the e11.tension rtqutst is• f()(malitythatwillbe 
granted. Itwas advi~~w,ituntil thenotie:e 10PfOCeed date, Which ia OGC4mber 8. 2025. hOd 
bttniS:Sued. 



We rece ived a RFI request from the abinet for Economic Development fo r Ri ver's Bend Parcel #2 in 
Siloam. After submitting 1he RFI, we conducted a follow- up vi nual si1e visi1 for Project Ga1eway. The 
independenl sile selector has requested further information fro m Kentucky Power rel ated to costs 
associated with erving the itc. Once we submit thi. to th em, we will wait to ee if our submi ion move. 
on to the in-person site visit round. 

A meeting took place this month in Frankfon regarding Project Panda. The meeting included 
representatives from the company, Secretary Noel, Rocky Adkin .. Amanda Clark, Judge l-lall, and Hunter. 
Th is meeting was an opportunity for the company to updaie the Cabinet for Economic Developmem on 
the full scope of the project, along with a timeline of milestones that wi ll need to be met in the upcoming 
months. Things are progressing in the right direction with the project and l luntcr bel ieves the next few 
months will be key in the overall outcome. 

UPDATES FROM JUDGE EXECUTIV ES: 

Both Judge Execu1ives had conflicts and were nm in attendance. 

pecial thank you to Amanda Clark for allowing our board to host the meeting at the Kentucky Power 
Headquaners on Winchester Ave. 



Judge Hall, 

Thank you for your unwavering support for the project. 

Have a great weekend. I 

All the best, 
Jake 

From: Bobby Hall <bhall@greenupcountyky.gov> 
Sent: Thur~ay, April 23, 2026 7:39 PM 
To: Jake Bronstein <Jbromtein@industrial -ep.com> 
Cc: Hunter Boyd <hunter@northeastkyeda.com > 

subject: Re: Proposal tor Removal and Conversion of North Commerce Drive - Proiect Panda/Eastpark 

Hunt~ 

I am out of to\\n today thwugh Monday Please drnft a letter for me that supports the request 
Jake is ask.mg for I also ask that you gel the other 4 Judge executl\"es to do the same Please 
sign my name or haw Bobbi Jo strunp my signature 

Jake, thank you for all that you are doing 

Ha\"t" a great weekend 

Bobby 

On Apr 23 . 2026. at 6 41 PM. Jake Bronstem <::Jbronsteu(d:mdustnal-e-p com> 
\\Tote 

Dear Judge Hall, 

I hope this message finds you well. 

I am writing to formally request your consideration regarding the removal and 
conversion of North Commerce Drive. This request is a critical component of 
our efforts to maximize the [Project/Campus Name] site plan and achieve a 
total utility capacity of 1 .5 GW. 

Currently, the irregular shape of the existing parcels presents significant 
logistical challenges. The removal of North Commerce Drive would allow us 
to consolidate these areas, creating a more efficient and cohesive layout. 
This optimization is essential for the campus to reach its full economic 
potential and to accommodate the infrastructure necessary for a 1.5 GW 
capacity. 

Your support on this matter is critical to the project's long-term economic 
success and its impact on the region. Iwould welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you and provide any additional details your office 
may require. 

Thank you for your time and continued leadership. 

All the best, 

Jake 

<Ex:ecuted Request for Remo\·al of Commerce Dr Greenup pdf.> 

~ Subject line is Project Panda 
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