






 

Public Comment: Case #2024-00326 

Ratepayers rely on our utilities to take the integrated resources plan process seriously. That 

means they must do their due diligence to make the best decisions, using the most realistic 

scenarios, and utilizing all resources available to them to keep energy affordable and meet 

future needs in the most responsible way possible. When they fail to do this, we, the 

ratepayers, are stuck paying for their bad decisions. Unfortunately, we are not confident that 

this IRP has met that standard.  

Ninety six percent of new US power capacity installed in 2024 was carbon-free, and only 4% 

was fossil gas.
1
 This is driven by economics, as Solar PV and wind are now the cheapest 

electricity sources in most markets.
2
 So why are the Companies moving in the opposite 

direction – and going against their stated goals and policy principles
3
 – by proposing more 

risky 40-year investments in natural gas generation? 

We’ve been down this road before and we continue to pay a heavy price. Coal plants running 

at financial losses are costing US communities billions in health-related expenses.
4
 The RMI 

health impacts dashboard estimates that Kentuckians have paid nearly $14 billion in health 

effects since 2015 alone
5 
– in addition to paying extra for coal plants that were not 

cost-effective! And, according to the 2025 ACEEE Energy Efficient Scorecard
6
, Kentucky now 

ranks 43rd in the US for energy efficiency - dropping 5 spots since last year.  

There are better ways to meet our capacity needs, and they are cheaper than what the 

companies are proposing. Accelerated investments in energy efficiency and local distributed 

energy resources, like rooftop solar and advanced batteries, would be cheaper and bring 
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more benefits to customers, but these options are overlooked in the IRP as a way to meet 

expected demand. Inclusive Utility Investments
7
 can lower costs and increase resiliency for 

participants and ratepayers alike. Virtual Power Plants (VPPs) are cheaper than new gas 

generation and bring more benefits
8
 home to our communities.  

The potentially unprecedented increase in load, due primarily to data centers, may have 

significant negative impacts
9
 on rates and community well being. The utilities and the 

commission cannot treat this as business as usual.  With already high rates, additional rate 

increases could contribute to the affordable housing crisis and other cost of living issues 

many Kentuckians are already experiencing. High energy costs strain household budgets
10

, 

reduce disposable income, and can put households at risk of being disconnected due to bill 

debt. This puts hard working Kentuckians at risk of negative health outcomes, eviction, and 

more. The utilities must explore alternatives that are being implemented nationwide, 

including Inclusive Utility Investments (tariffs), VPPs, demand side management, as well as 

methods specific to handling data center needs.
11

  Also, rather than relying on rate payers, 

data centers should be responsible for covering the costs they generate and sign agreements 

committing to the energy usage they project. 

It’s impossible to determine precisely how much the Companies’ energy loads will increase, 

especially since the projected data center growth remains speculative. None of the projects 

included in their load forecast have officially entered the Companies’ final “announced” 

phase, and the Louisville project, in particular, currently lacks any confirmed tenants. It’s 

important to make sure that customers are not on the hook for risky capacity investments 

that don’t benefit them. And what is already abundantly clear is the fact that Kentuckians have 

been left behind
12

 by our utilities’ lack of investments in affordable energy efficiency and resiliency
13

 

–  and that our utilities have to start now and make huge strides to catch up. Kentuckians 

deserve no less. 
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