
SEP 14 2023



Solar, specifically “Solar PV–Thin Film Utility Scale” has a levelized cost of energy of between
28 and 37 dollars/MWh.
 
28 to 37 Dollars/MWH, and that is an unsubsidized cost considering building a new utility scale
solar power plant.
 
By comparison the midpoint cost to just operate a fully depreciated coal plant is 45
dollars/MWh, and the cost for a NEW NG plant is estimated to be between 45 and 74
dollars/MWh.
 
As reported by the news site CleanTechnica “Renewable energy from wind and solar
resources is cheaper than electricity from thermal generators powered by coal, oil, or
methane gas. Period. Full stop.”
 
Yes, solar is a somewhat intermittent source of energy, the sun does not shine brightly every
day, however the sun does rise every morning and sets in the evening, If that stops we have
even bigger problems.
 
We are at the beginning of the end of the fossil fuel age, the last thing we need to do is
burden ratepayers with financing expensive new fossil fuel generating plants.
 
Aside from the demerit of cost,  there are also the not so insignificant issues of air pollution,
water pollution and GHG emissions.
 
Other countries are leading the way, In Europe Denmark is producing over 60% of their
electricity from wind and solar, In South America Uruguay is at 44%, Ireland 35 and Germany
33.

The US, we are under 12% and Kentucky stands at a paltry 0.27%.
 
Today we have better options than building new GHG emitting power plants, and even better
opportunities will likely come in the future.
 
Thanks for your time and consideration,
 
Josef Winkler
4725 Pleasant Valley Road
Philpot, KY 42366
 




