
From: Melnykovych, Andrew (PSC)
To: Cathy Hinko
Subject: your comments in case 2019-00366 - HEA administrative case
Date: Friday, February 7, 2020 1:57:00 PM

Dear. Ms. Hinko-
 
The PSC has received your comments and supporting materials in case 2019-00366, the
administrative proceeding regarding home energy assistance programs. They will be placed into the
case record for the commission’s consideration.
 
Please cite the case number in any future correspondence in this matter.
 
The case file is available online at https://psc.ky.gov/PSC_WebNet/ViewCaseFilings.aspx?case=2019-
00366.
 
Thank you for your interest in this matter.
 
Andrew Melnykovych
Director of Communications/Public Information Officer
Kentucky Public Service Commission
211 Sower Boulevard, Frankfort KY 40601
Andrew.melnykovych@ky.gov
Direct line 502-782-2564
Cell 502-330-5981
Main 502-564-3940
 

From: Cathy Hinko <  
Sent: Friday, January 10, 2020 11:25 AM
To: Melnykovych, Andrew (PSC) <Andrew.Melnykovych@ky.gov>
Subject: ASAP and metered sponsored utility assistance program - with all attachments
 
Andrew
 
I am not sure what the case number is, but this is MHC’s position paper and supporting
documentation on the issue of meter-sponsored utility assistance programs and specifically in
support of ASAP.  The program also has many comments in the words of clients on the impact that
the design of this program has on their lives.  These are large files and I would have to send them
through teams Microsoft, so I am holding off.
 
Also MHC has copies of studies from 1991 and 2007 if the Commission does not have these.
 
Here is a position paper by MHC on the ASAP program.
 
I am attaching several support documents
 

Andrew.Melnykovych
Received



Housing ownership and rental by race, ethnicity and family composition- federal, state and Jefferson
County
 
Poverty map of Louisville
Race map of Louisville
Cut off map of Louisville
Female headed households with children map of Louisville
Elderly and disabled map of Louisville
Age of housing map of Louisville
 
Cathy
 
 
Cathy Hinko
Executive Director
Metropolitan Housing Coalition
P.O. Box 4533
Louisville, KY 40204

 





or electricity.  That is different from other programs that only provide one utility, that provide 
water and not gas or electricity and/or that serve an area where there is more diversity in the 
way heat is provided.   
 
The ASAP program operates in a city that has 42% of all of Kentucky’s African American 
population and has a shameful history of intentional segregation that has deliberately prevented 
homeownership opportunities and inter-generational wealth building which has made very few 
geographic areas available for African American renters and lower-income renters.  The United 
States Supreme Court case Buchanan v. Warley arose from a Louisville ordinance mandating, 
block by block, where African Americans would be allowed to live.  This effort was replaced by 
economic zoning which was overtly racist and is still in effect. The Louisville Redlining Project 
revealed how African American neighborhoods were excluded from access to capital. Recently, 
from the years 2000 to 2017, Louisville has experienced white flight and real estate steering, 
leading to down-grading real estate prices in an area that remains both middle class majority 
and homeownership, but has gone from 39% of owners being African American to 61% of 
owners being African American.   
 
The legacy is that a substantial portion of Louisville’s population has been excluded from wealth 
building.  In Louisville, 36% of African American households are homeowners compared to 70% 
of white households.   This also means that there is little geographic choice for a portion of the 
population that rents, confining them to older areas with housing built before insulation was 
required in the building code.  The result is that it is difficult to get home improvement loans, for 
those who do own, to do upgrades of energy efficiency.  The utility usage and utility cost can 
remain high all year round.  However, as part of ASAP’s program energy efficient programs are 
provided for consumers, to bring down the usage. This entwining is unique and provides even 
more efficiency for the clients, hence more stability.  
 
These numbers and percentages are replicated by ethnicity, familial status and having a 
disability.  So a program that operated year-round and keeps the cost to the very low income 
household at a manageable percentage of income is the best design for Louisville.  
 
This responds to our current conditions and helps prevent instability in households.   
 
The ASAP program has had several studies that prove the efficacy of the program, not just for 
one month or a quarter, but in changing the lives of the households that participate. MHC has a 
copy of a study in May 1991, The Percentage of Income Payment Plan in Jefferson County, 
Kentucky  done by the National Consumer Law Center and a copy of the Louisville Gas and 
Electric Company Home Energy Assistance (HEA) Program Evaluation Final Report March 2007 
done by RLW Analytics.   
 
 When we bring down the cost of utilities to 10% of income (these are extremely low-income 
households) households pay!  While this is a much larger percent of income than middle income 



people pay, the truth is that a MERE 10 % makes utilities affordable, and the minimization of 
percent of income fluctuation makes budgeting possible.  When the spikes occur, there is more 
assistance.  The household remains stable and the results are a healthier household.   
 
This proven model may be the ONLY proven model to stabilize a household over a long duration.  
It certainly helps Louisville combat the rise of homelessness.   
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