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KENTUCKY AMERICAN PUSHED THROUGH
COSTLY PLANT AS DEMAND DECLINED

Kentucky Amencan Water dunng a droug'ht when there
fought hard in 2007 and 2008  were no ‘watering restrictions
to build a treatment plant on  or aggressive conservation
the Kentucky River in Owen  measures sounds like a pretty
County. Constructionofa  comfortable cushion, especial-

booster station and 31 mzles o Iy when demand is declining.
KAW also is saying it

of pipeline pushed th: nce to
$164 million. , needs 2 rate increase to |

This new mﬁ'astructure — replace revenue the company
the “larg- - lost when it
estproject ~ _ ended its bill-

completed by .
American Wa-

ter in any of

its regulated

businesses,”
according to
a company.
official — be-
gan operating

ing contract -

sl

collected city

landfill fees —

along with

‘water pay- NI
ments. k

sewerand B

in2010.  Lexing-
- ton paid
 Kentucky
s American
citinga 10- $1.59 million
year decline ayear but is
in customer _now paying
demand, - B iy the Greater
datingto Cincinnati
2002,asa Water Works
justification $2.29 million
for increasing to handle the
rates by 17.6 city’s billing
~— an ad-
ditional cost
to ratepayers
of $700,000a
mlssmn, this - We'lll let
increase, the reSheraig that double
thirdin five = Whammy
years, would transfer $12.3 to your wallet sink in before
million annually from house-  sharing KAW president.
holds and businesses in the  Cheryl Norton's explanation.
Bluegrass to KAW’s corporate _ Ending the billing contract - |
parent in New Jersey. was the only “logical decision,” |
In filings with the PSC,  Norton testified, because ‘
KAW says its average residen- multxple charges on water bills
tial customer is using 780 gal- ,
lons of water lessayearand
that this trend will accelerate is to help customers under-
as more efficient plumbing fix- stand the value of the water
tures and fap‘plian‘ce eplace  service they receive and a k
older models. « ~_component of that under-
At this point, you may standing (is) to make the bills
wonder: Why did KAW insist as transparent and uncom-
on such an expensive wate: plicated as posmble.” The ad-
supply solution when it knew ditional services contained in
demand was declining, not a combined bill continued to
just here but nationwide. ,undenmne that mission.”
Rest assured, says Linda _ In other words, suck it up,
Bridwell, American Water’s clarity has its price.
_ regional rates and regulation We understand KAW
manager, this downward trend needs adequate revenue from
is “absolutely not” evidence  consumers to replace and
the project might have been upgrade infrastructure. Regu-
excessive as‘many, including  Iated utilities are entitled to a
then-vice mayor, now Mayor ~return on eqmty (KAW’s ex
Jim Gray tried to warn. pert says its return should be
“As demonstrated as in the 10-11 percent range.)
recently as the summerof _ But American Water and
2012 when KAW utilized 72.8  its stockholders also should
percent of its water treatment  bear some ﬁnanc1al risk for
capacity including Kentucky the company’s decisions.
River Station II, the plant was ~ The PSC, ‘which has the
and is necessary for KAW to respons:blhty for allocatmg
meet the reasonable demands  that risk, has enabled some
 ofits customers,” Bndwell , bad decxs:ons about Lexing-
told the PSC. ~ the past. This
We must be missin ra : request deserves deeper
something here because = scrutin than prowded by past
27 percent excess capa ‘ PSCs




CHARLES BERTRAM | cbertram@herald leadercom
Doug Brmker worked in the reverse osmosis room at the
_ Toyota plant in Georgetown. The plant uses roughly
million gall f wat day.it o

‘ Bracklsh reverse
' osmosns system

Source: Toyota Motor Manufacturing Kentucky CHRIS WARE | cware@herald-leadercom
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filtered water.

Buy photo reprints at Kentucky.com

PHOTOS BY GHARLES BERTRAM | ebertram@heraM»leadeLcom

Doug Brinker, left, and Jeff Bacchus monitored the Georgetown Toyota plant’s stringent water
refinement system. In an effort to vastly reduce water usage, unfit water is filtered a second time.

From Page Bl

refined that it must be filtered
extensively before use, said
manufacturing support
specialist Bethany Giordano.
In 1998, the plant instailed
a system that uses a process
called reverse osmosis, which
filters water using high
pressures, to help refine the
resource.
Once water was filtered
through the system, only
75 percent of it was
deemed acceptable enough
to continue on for use by
workers. The remaining 25
percent was sent down the
drain, so to speak, to the
Georgetown sewer system.
But beginning five months
ago, workers began installation
of a second reverse osmosis
system to essentlally lter the

“It was a very quick
project,” Giordano said.

The idea came indirecﬂy
from Toyota’s factory in
Cambndge, Ontario, where the

government has sought ways
to reduce water usage. Workers
at the plant designed a system
similar to what Georgetown |
has installed, and executlves

at Toyota’s manufacturmg
headquarters in Erlanger, in

] K

S
called, takes the 25 percent of
water that is rejected by the

Being able

to use more
of the water
it filters will
allow the
Georgetown
Toyota plant
to save nearly
17 million
gallons a
year in water
usage. The
second
reverse
0smosis
system
workers built
will pay for
itself in just
seven months.

first reverse osmosis system
and filters it again rather
than allowing it to go stralght

to the sewer. Once filtered,
60 percent of that water is.
sent back to the first reverse
osm051s system to be used
again with the remainde ent
to. the ewer system.
n half of the
been rejected

|
i

‘for years 1ﬂti"‘1'da“ el ende up

dOWﬂ the \hciu. -
‘The new system is
expected to save 17 million
of gallons annually, which is
roughly the amount of water
used on 17 production days.
In dollars 1ts more. than ‘

of utlhtles engmeenng and
energy management

- The savings are so
dramatlc that the new system
wﬂl pay foritself injust
seven months, Giordano saxd

 Andits a better way to.
truly reduce water usage,
Thn'y said, noting that some
savings in prevmus years had
come by using water that
collected i in on-sxte retentlon
ponds. o

“We were counting that
as water savings, but when
you think about it, are you
really savmg ” he said. “Now
we're using something we've

already used. We're not takmg

it from the environment.”
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