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Atmos Energy Corporation ("Atmos") respectfully petitions the Kentucky Public Service

Commission ("Commission") pursuant to 807 KAR 5:001 Section 13 for confidential treatment

of the informationwhich is describedbelow and which is attached hereto. In support of this

Petition, Atmos states as follows:

1. Atmos is filing its Gas Cost Adjustment ("GCA'*) for the quarterly period

commencing on February 1,2016 through April 30,2016. This GCA filing contains a change to

Atmos' CorrectionFactor (CF) as well as informationpertaining to Atmos'projected gas prices.

The following two attachments contain information which requires confidential treatment.

a. The attachedExhibit D, Page 5 of6 containsconfidential information jfrom
whichthe actual price being paid by Atmos for natural gas to its suppliercan
be determined.

b. The attachedWeighted Average Cost ofGas ("WACOG") schedule in support
ofExhibit C, Page 2 of2 contains confidential information pertaining to
pricesprojected to be paid by Atmos for purchase contracts.



2. Informationof the type described abovehas previouslybeen filedby Atmos with the

Commission underpetitions for confidentiality. The Commission has consistently granted

confidential protection to that typeof information in eachof theprior GCAfilings sinceKPSC

Case No. 1999-070.

3. Allofthe information sought to beprotected herein as confidential, ifpublicly

disclosed, would have serious adverse consequences to Atmos and its customers. Public

disclosure of this information would impose an unfair commercial disadvantage on Atmos.

Atmos has successfully negotiated an extremely advantageous gassupplycontract thatis very

benefidal to Atmos and its ratepayers. Detailedinformation concerning that contract, including

commodity costs, demand andtransportation charges, reservations fees, etc. onspecifically

identified pipelines, ifmadeavailable to Atmos' competitors, (including specificallynon-

regulated gasmarketers), would clearly put Atmos to anunfaircommercial disadvantage. Those

competitors for gas supply would be able to gain information that is otherwiseconfidential about

Atmos' gaspurchases and transportation costs and strategies. The Commission has accordingly

granted confidential protection to such information.

4. Likewise, the information contained in theWACOG schedule in support of Exhibit

C, Page2 of 2, also constitutes sensitive, proprietary information which ifpublicly disclosed

wouldput Atmosto an unfair commercial disadvantage in futurenegotiations.

5. Atmoswould not, as a matter of companypolicy, disclose any of the informationfor

whichconfidential protection is sought herein to anyperson or entity, except asrequired bylaw

or pursuant to a court order or subpoena. Atmos' internal practicesand policies are directed

towards non-disclosure ofthe attached information. In fact, the information contained in the

attached reportis not disclosed to anypersonnel of Atmos except thosewhoneedto know in



order to discharge their responsibility. Atmos has never disclosed such infonnation publicly.

This information isnot customarily disclosed to thepublic and isgenerally recognized as

confidentialand proprietary in the industry.

6. ThCTe isnosignificant interest inpublic disclosure oftheattached infonnation. Any

public interest in favor ofdisclosure oftheinformation is out weighed bythecompetitive interest

in keeping the information confidential.

7. The attached information is also entitled to confidential treatment because it

constitutes a trade secret under thetwo prong testofKRS 265.880: (a) theeconomic value of the

information asderived bynotbeing readily asceitainable by other persons who might obtain

economic valueby its disclosure; and, (b) theinformation is thesubject of efforts that are

reasonable underthe circumstances to maintain its secrecy. The economic value ofthe

information is derived by Atmos maintaining the confidentiality of the infonnation since

competitors and entities with whom Atmos transacts business could obtain economic value byits

disclosure.

8. The attached mformationis, for the reasons set forth above, entitled to confidential

protection imdeT KRS 61.878.

9. The attached information should betreated asconfidential for anindefinite period

because its competitively sensitive nature will last for anindefinite period.

WHEREFORE, Atmos petitions the Commission to treat as confidential all of the material

and information which is included in the attached one volume marked "Confidential".

Respectfully submitted this II ^ day ofDecember, 2015.
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