

















growing out of the construction, maintenance, repair and operation of its gas system. In the event
that suit shall be brought against the Government either independently or jointly with the
Company on account hereof, the said Company, upon notice by the Government, shall defend
the Government in any such suit at the cost of the Company and in the event of final judgment
being obtained against the Government either independently or jointly with the Company, the
Company shall pay such judgment with all costs and hold the Government harmless therefrom
except where such claims, suits, causes of action proceedings, damages, liabilities or judgments
were caused by the act or omission of the Government, its officials, boards, members, agents, or
employees.

Section 7 - The Company shall comply with all applicable federal, state or local non-
discrimination and affirmative action requirements of any laws, regulations and executive
directives, and shall not discriminate in its employment practices against any employee or
applicant for employment because of race, religion, color, national origin, sex, age, disability,
sexual orientation, gender identity, genetic information or protected veteran status,

Section 8 - The Company agrees to procure and maintain throughout the term of any franchise
agreement awarded pursuant to this Ordinance and any extension thereof, commercial general
liability insurance in the principal amount of at least One Million dollars ($1,000,000) per
occurrence with a Two Million Dollar ($2,000,000.00) aggregate, with an insurance company
authorized to do business in the Commonwealth of Kentucky with the provision, “it is agreed
and understood that the City of Nicholasville, its agents, employees, officers and elected
officials, as their interests may appear, are additional insureds, in the same manner as if a
separate policy had been issued, under the provision of the policies required to be issued during
the term of this franchise or as otherwise required by this Ordinance." All insurance policies
shall be broad form in nature and shall be through a company with an A.M. Best Rating of "A"
or better, admitted to do business in Kentucky, and the contract shall be non-cancelable without
at least thirty (30) days advance written notice by registered mail to the Government from the
insurance company.

Section 9 - (a) The Government, through its Mayor or his designee, or through such assistants as
the Government may employ or designate, may, at all reasonable times and under reasonable
conditions with prior notice, have access to all or any of the property owned or used in part or in
whole by the Company in its operating and maintaining the System under this franchise and
located within the Government's Right-of-way. In like manner, the Government's above-
mentioned officers and assistants may at all reasonable times and under reasonable conditions
with prior notice, inspect, examine or verify all or any of the accounts, books, records, contracts,
documents or papers of the Company relating to gross revenues in the City of Nicholasville in
order to audit and recompute any amounts determined to be payable under this Ordinance
consistent with the provisions of Section 19(b) of this Ordinance. In the event that the
Government determines that it desires an audit of this franchise, the Company agrees to comply
with all reasonable requests of the Government pertaining to obtaining any necessary
information or documentation from the Company reasonably necessary to the administration of
this franchise.



(b) The Company agrees further to furnish the Mayor or his designee timely written notice of its
filing an application with the Public Service Commission for an increase in general rates or
change in its billing practices concurrent with said filing. Should the Government choose to
intervene in the Commission action, the Company shall not oppose such intervention, and the
Government shall be given access to records related to said application, as required by the
Commission.

(c) The Company agrees to provide Government and/or the City Commission with information
pertaining to its provision of services pursuant to this franchise upon reasonable request. This
may include, but is not necessarily limited to attending public meeting(s) involving some or all
of the Commission in order to provide such information upon reasonable advance notice and
providing an annual update to the Commission upon its request.

Section 10 — (a) The franchise hereby shall be for a period of ten (10) years from the date of
acceptance by the Nicholasville City Commission. This franchise may be renewed for up to two
(2) additional terms not to exceed five (5) years each upon the request of the Company and the
approval of the request by the Government. The request shall be made in writing to the
Government at least one hundred eighty (180) days, but no earlier than one (1) year, in advance
of the termination date of the Company’s franchise agreement. The ultimate decision of whether
to grant an additional franchise term shall solely be that of the Government. This franchise is not
exclusive and the Government reserves the right to grant similar franchises to more than one
Company.

(b) This franchise creates no vested rights in the Company and any installation or emplacement
of Facilities by the Company in the Rights-of-way is at the Company's risk. If the Company is
not granted a new or extended franchise upon the expiration of the term for which the franchise
is granted, or if the Company's franchise is terminated or cancelled, as provided for herein, the
Government shall have the right to require the Company to remove at its own expense all
portions of the system from all Rights-of-way within the confines of the City of Nicholasville.
The Company shall be provided a reasonable time within which to remove its facilities.

(c) No assignment of this franchise shall take place without at least thirty (30) days advance
written notice to the Government, and consent by the Government, which consent shall not be
unreasonably withheld.

(d) The Company shall not object to the Government's intervention in any action before the
Public Service Commission involving the transfer of control of the Company.

(e) In the event that the Company, or its parent entity, announces through a public filing with the
Securities and Exchange Commission, or other public agency filing, that a majority, or more, of
the assets of the Company, are available for sale to the public separate and apart from the sale or
transfer involving additional companies or assets owned by a parent entity and that such sale
involves the seeking of publicly solicited bids for such Company's assets, the Company shall
notify the Government in writing within ten (10) business days of such filing. The Government
shall then be provided a period of time not less than the period of time allowed by any other
potential bidder, and in accordance with the procedure set forth by the Company, to determine




whether it wishes to make an offer on the assets that become available for sale and submit its
offer. However, such right to make an offer shall not preclude other parties from making offers,
nor does such an offer create an obligation on the Company to accept such offer or delay a sale
or transfer of the assets nor is this provision intended to prevent the Company, its Board of
Directors and its officers from exercising their regulatory and fiduciary duties in the decision to
accept, reject, modify or alter any offer submitted by any bidder or to amend or withdraw the
procedure established for the solicitation of such bids. The Government recognizes that the terms
of this section are applicable only in the event that bids are publicly solicited according to this
section,

Section 11 - (a) If, after the Company is provided the opportunity to appear and present evidence
before the City Commission, the Government finds that the Company has violated any of the
following provisions of this Ordinance, the following penalties shall be recoverable. The
decision of the Mayor or his designee shall be the final administrative decision and shall be in
writing and provide the basis for the decision. The decision may be appealed to a court of
competent jurisdiction.

(1) For failure to complete any construction project by no later than the ending term of
any franchise awarded pursuant to this Ordinance or any extension thereof, the Company
shall forfeit five hundred dollars ($500.00) per day or part thereof that the violation
continues; in lieu of a penalty, the Company may post a performance bond, letter of
credit or other surety acceptable to the Government in an amount sufficient to complete
such construction projects. This section shall not apply to any projects for which
performance bonds or other surety is already pledged.

(2) For failure to provide data and reports requested by the Government and as required
by this Ordinance the Company shall forfeit one hundred dollars ($100.00) per day or
part thereof that the violation continues.

(3) For failure to pay the franchise fee when due pursuant to Section 18 of this
Ordinance, or any itemized bill presented by the Government pursuant to Section 4 of
this Ordinance or this section, the Company shall forfeit one hundred dollars ($100.00)
per day or part thereof that the violation continues. However, this provision shall not
apply if interest is assessed by the Government pursuant to Section 19(c).

(b) If the Company fails to comply within thirty (30) days of any City Commission resolution
directing compliance with any other provisions of this Ordinance, the Company shall forfeit one
hundred dollars ($100.00) per day or part thereof that the violation continues. The decision of the
City Commission may be appealed to a court of competent jurisdiction.

(c¢) The Company shall not be excused from complying with any of the terms and conditions of
this Ordinance by any failure of the Government, upon any one or more occasions, to insist upon
the Company's performance or to seek the Company's compliance with any one or more of such
terms or conditions. Payment of penalties shall not excuse non-performance under this
Ordinance. The right of the Government to seek and collect penalties as set forth in this section is
in addition to its right to terminate and cancel as set forth in Section 13 of this Ordinance.




Section 12 - At all times and under all circumstances the Company shall be obligated to do
everything reasonably within its power to ensure that its customers in the City of Nicholasville
receive uninterrupted service, unless such customer has elected interruptible service. The
Company agrees that local staff shall operate the gas system and will provide for the receipt of
payments, response to emergencies and general customer service.

Section 13 - (a) In addition to all other rights and powers pertaining to the Government by virtue
of the franchise or otherwise, the Government, by and through its City Commission, reserves the
right to terminate and cancel any franchise awarded pursuant to this Ordinance and all rights and
privileges of the Company hereunder in the event that the Company:

(1) Willfully violates any material provision of the franchise or any material rule, order,
or determination of the Government made pursuant to the franchise, except where
such violation is without fault or through excusable neglect, including but not limited
to cases of force majeure;

(2) Willfully attempts to evade any material provision of the franchise or practices any
fraud or deceit upon the Government,

(3) Knowingly makes a material misrepresentation of any fact in the application,
proposal for renewal, or negotiation of the franchise; or

(4) Fails to begin service restoration following seventy-two (72) consecutive hours of
interrupted service, except when approval of such interruption is obtained from the
Government. Such approval shall not be unreasonably withheld. In cases of force
majeure or acts beyond the Company's control approval shall be granted. The
Company shall provide, at a minimum, daily restoration status reports.

(b) The Mayor or his designee, or the City Commission may make a written demand that the
Company do or comply with any such provision, rule, order or determination. If the violation,
found in Section 13(a) of this Ordinance, by the Company continues for a period of thirty (30)
days following such written demand without written proof that the corrective action has been
taken or is being actively and expeditiously pursued, the Government may place its request for
termination of the franchise as early as the next regular City Commission meeting agenda. The
Government shall cause to be served upon Company, at least ten (10) days prior to the date of
such City Comiission meeting, a written notice of intent to request such termination and the
time and place of the meeting, legal notice of which shall be published in the Jessamine Journal
or another newspaper of general circulation published in Nicholasville, Kentucky.

(1) The City Commission shall consider the request of the Government and shall hear any
person interested therein, and shall determine in its discretion, whether or not any
violation by the Company occurred and, if so, was with just cause.




(2) If such violation by the Company is found to have been with just cause, the City
Commission shall direct the Company to comply therewith within such time and manner
and upon such terms and conditions as are just and reasonable.

(3) If the Commission determines such violation by the Company was without just cause,
then the Commission may, by resolution or ordinance, declare that the franchise of the
Company shall be terminated and forfeited unless there is compliance by the Company
within such period as the Commission may fix.

Section 14 - The Company shall provide the Government at least sixty (60) days advance written
notice of the foreclosure or other judicial sale of all or a substantial part of the Company’s
Facilities, or upon the termination of any lease covering all or a substantial part of its Facilities.

Section 15 — The City Commission shall have the right to cancel this franchise thirty (30) days
after the appointment of a receiver, or trustee, to take over and conduct the business of the
Company, whether in receivership, reorganization, bankruptcy, or other action or proceeding,
unless such receivership or trusteeship shall have been vacated prior to the expiration of said
thirty (30) days, unless:

(a) Within thirty (30) days after his election or appointment, such receiver or trustee shall have
fully complied with all the provisions of this Ordinance and remedied all defaults thereunder;
and,

(b) Such receiver or trustee, within said thirty (30) days shall have executed an agreement, duly
approved by the court having jurisdiction in the premises, whereby such receiver or trustee
assumes and agrees to be bound by each and every provision of this Ordinance and the franchise
granted to the Company.

Section 16 - It shall be the duty of the Mayor or his designee to offer for sale at public auction
said franchise and privilege. Said franchise and privilege shall be sold to the highest and best
bidder or bidders at a time and place fixed by the Mayor after he or she has given due notice
thereof by advertisement or publication as required by law.

Section 17 - Bids and proposals for the purchase and acquisition of the franchise and privileges
hereby created shall be in writing and shall be delivered to the Mayor or his designee upon the
date(s) and at the time(s) fixed by him or her in said advertisement(s) or publication(s) for
receiving same. Thereafter, the Mayor shall report and submit to the City Commission, at the
time of its next regular meeting or as soon as practicable thereafter, said bids and proposals for
its approval. The City Commission reserves the right, for and on behalf of the Government, to
reject any and all bids for said franchise and privileges; and, in case the bids reported by the
Mayor shall be rejected by the City Commission, it may direct, by resolution or ordinance, said
franchise and privilege to be again offered for sale, from time to time, until a satisfactory bid
therefor shall be received and approved. Each bid shall be accompanied by cash or a certified
check drawn on a bank of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, or a national bank, equal to five
percent (5%) of the fair estimated cost of the System required to render the service, which check
or cash shall be forfeited to the Government in case the bid should be accepted and the bidder




should fail, for thirty (30) days after the confirmation of the sale, to pay the price and to give a
good and sufficient bond in a sum equal to one fourth (1/4) of the fair estimated cost of the
system to be erected, conditioned that it shall be enforceable in case the purchaser should fail,
within sixty (60) days, to establish and begin rendering the service in the manner set forth in this
Ordinance. Bids shall include such documentation as is necessary to support the bidder's
determination of the fair estimated cost of the System required to render the service. Government
reserves the right to review any of bidder's supporting documentation which justifies bidder's
determination of said estimated cost. Such deposit need not be made by a corporation or person
already owning within the territorial limits of the City of Nicholasville a plant, equipment, and/or
Facilities sufficient to render the service required by this Ordinance. In addition, each bid shall
be accompanied by a non-refundable payment to the Government in the amount of five hundred
dollars ($500.00) to cover the Government's cost of advertising and other administrative
expenses incurred. In the event that the total amount submitted by all bidders exceeds the
Government's actual costs, it will refund the overcharge to each Company on a pro rata basis
within thirty (30) days.

Section 18 - (a) In consideration of the granting of the franchise for sale, distribution, and/or
delivery of gas within the City of Nicholasville, the Company agrees to pay to the Government a
sum equal to three percent (3%) of the gross annual revenues received by the Company from the
sale, distribution, and/or delivery of gas rendered on its bills within the City of Nicholasville.
Calculations of amounts payable hereunder and payments shall commence with the first billing
period following execution of any franchise agreement authorized by this Ordinance.
Additionally, the Government reserves the right to increase the franchise fee imposed hereunder
up to a sum equal to five percent (5%) of the gross annual revenues received by the Company
from the sale, distribution, and/or delivery of gas rendered on its bills within the City of
Nicholasville provided that the franchise fee may not be increased more than one percent (1%) in
any twelve month period. Should the Government exercise said right to increase franchise fees,
it shall give the Company ninety (90) days prior written notice.

(b) No later than ten (10) working days after final acceptance of its bid by the Government, the
Company shall file an application or have a tariff on file with the Kentucky Public Service
Commission to provide for prompt and satisfactory cost recovery of the amount(s) payable under
this Ordinance and any franchise awarded pursuant to its terms for any amounts for which it
desires recovery. The Company shall provide Government with copies of any tariffs it files with
the Kentucky Public Service Commission related to the franchise in order to satisfy the
obligations created herein.

(c) If, after a period of sixty (60) days from the filing of the Company's above application, the
Kentucky Public Service Commission shall have made no final determination concerning the
prompt and satisfactory recovery of amounts payable by the Company under this Section of the
Ordinance, then the Company's obligation to pay the amount specified in Section 19(a) of this
Ordinance shall be suspended, provided the Company shall first give the Government ten (10)
days written notice of its intention to suspend payment pending the decision of the said
Commission. In the event of suspension of the Company's obligation as herein provided, the
Government shall have the option to terminate this franchise within thirty (30) days of receipt of
said written notification from the Company.




Section 19 - (a) Payment of any amount due under this Ordinance shall be made quarterly, within
thirty (30) days of the end of the preceding calendar month. In the event of suspension of the
Company's obligation pursuant to Section 18(d) herein, said suspension shall not have
application to any amount due hereunder for the preceding calendar month, and the gross income
received by the Company during any such suspension period shall be excluded from the
Company's annual gross revenues for the purpose of calculating amounts due under Section 18
(a) herein.

(b) No acceptance of any franchise fee payment by the Government shall be construed as an
accord and satisfaction that the amount paid is in fact the correct amount nor shall acceptance be
deemed a release to any claim the Government may have for future or additional sums pursuant
to this Ordinance. The Government shall have the right to inspect the Company's income,
financial, and records relating to gross revenues in order to audit, and to re-compute any amounts
determined to be payable under this Ordinance. Any additional amount due to the Government as
a result of the audit shall be paid within ten (10) days following written notice to the Company
by the Government which notice shall include a copy of the audit report.

(c) In the event that any franchise payment or recomputed amount is not made on or before the
applicable dates heretofore specified, interest shall be charged from such date at the annual rate
of eight percent (8%). Overpayments discovered by the Government or the Company shall be an
adjustment on the next quarterly payment without interest.

Section 20 - Bids offered for purchase of this franchise shall state the bidder's acceptance of the
conditions set forth in this Ordinance. If any bid shall include an offer of payment over and
above the terms of the franchise, then a certified check for said amount, payable to the
Government, shall be deposited with the Government. This amount shall be in addition to the
provision for payments contained in Sections 17 and 18 of this Ordinance, which shall be
considered as a condition of this franchise. Any check deposited by an unsuccessful bidder shall
be returned when the City Commission shall have accepted the bid or bids, which in its judgment
is or are the highest and best.

Section 21 - Any violation by the Company, its vendee, Lessee, or successor of the provisions of
this franchise or any material portions thereof, or the failure promptly to perform any of the
provisions thereof, shall be cause for the forfeiture of any franchise awarded pursuant to this
Ordinance and all rights hereunder after written notice to the Company and continuation of such
violations, failure or default, as set forth in Section 13 of this Ordinance.

Section 22 - This Ordinance and any franchise awarded pursuant to it shall be governed by the
laws of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, both as to interpretation and performance. The venue
for any litigation related to this Ordinance or a franchise shall be in the court of competent
jurisdiction in Jessamine County, Kentucky.

Section 23 - This Ordinance and any franchise awarded pursuant to it does not create a
contractual relationship with or right of action in favor of a third party against either the
Government or the Company.




Section 24 - If any section, sentence, clause or phrase of the Ordinance is held unconstitutional
or otherwise invalid, such infirmity shall not affect the validity of the remaining Ordinance.

Section 25 - The franchise created by this Ordinance shall become effective when the City
Commission accepts the bid(s) for it,

Section 26 - This Ordinance shall become effective on the date of its passage.
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can recch more than 1,000,000

- readers in 84 newspapers across the state! Contact this

- newspaper for detuils. ($7 per word over 25 words)

ABLY

Mab: a Connegtion. Rogd Peopls, Fliny Chal.
slnq(us right nowl Call Uvelinks. Try it
| now: 1-888-979-2264.
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& Adwirisa e FVENT PROTICT &1ICTION

Cheaper altermative to hinh grugstore prices!
60 Pill Special - wsFREEShmmi 100
zh;reemsumed Call Now. 1-800-480-

HELP WANTED
WAREHOUSE TECH - 565 Petroleum

Qervirp Nt ig hitina fill-lime Warehnice

wiek! No Experience Nosded) Local COL
;%m&q gds you job reaty ASAP! 1-877-

AVERITT EXPRESS - Start Pay: 4010 43.5

CPM + Fugl Bonug) Gel Home EVERY Weok
+ Excellent Benedits. COL-A re, Recen T/T
Senaot Grods Welcome. Oall- 838-602-7440

AR Anaty @ Averitlareare ram Frual




