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Dear Mr. Derouen:

This is to follow up your letter of October 20, 2014, to Pike County Magistrate Christian R. Harris, now
State Representative Harris, and your letter to me of December 22, copies of are enclosed for your
convenience.

I understand the law which gives the Public Service Commission exclusive jurisdiction to make
appointments to local water boards if vacancies are not filled within ninety days following the vacancies.
As you are aware, Pike County now has two such vacancies which have been vacant for more than ninety
days, Rhonda James and Lester "John" Collins, whose terms expired upon July 31, 2014.

In accordance with your statement that the Commission would encourage participation by the affected
county judge and fiscal court to submit names of potential candidates for the vacancies, I am submitting
the names of Michael R. Blackburn and Eddie Hurley. I am confident that the Fiscal Court would

unanimously approve both individuals if I had the right to recommend them. Both are highly qualified
and would make excellent Water District Commissioners.

Michael R. Blackburn is a filty-six year old resident of Pike County for the past forty years. He holds a
degree in business from Marshall University. Blackburn has been a manager in the coal industry for the

past twenty-two years, holding various management positions. He is currently the Director of Land
Management for Alpha Natural Resources, CAPP Division, and vice-president of Lauren Land Company,
currently managing mineral and land holdings in Kentucky and West Virginia which total over 140,000
acres. Alpha Natural Resources is the third largest coal company in the nation as measured by revenues.

At the present time Blackburn also currently serves as Director on the Board of Grey Hawk Insurance

Company; is current president and board member of Pike County Golf Management Corporation; is a
registered professional land surveyor; and, was just recently elected to public office as the Pike County
Surveyor.
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Eddie Hurley, a resident of Freeburn, Kentucky, is sixty years of age and a lifelong successful
businessman. At present he is the manager of approximately ten corporations and president of nine of
them. The business of these companies ranges from coal mining and processing; oil and gas
development; and business properties such as mall development and operation.

The education, training, and broad range of business experience and expertise of both Mr. Blackburn and
Mr. Hurley would, in my opinion, make both of these individuals as qualified, if not more so, as any other
persons in Pike County and I strongly urge you to consider appointing both of them to the Mountain
Water Board. This Board desperately needs such individuals if it is to resolve the longstanding myriad of
problems currently facing it.

~~~ PJgS~
William M. Deskins
Pike County Judge/Executive

enc

c: Magistrate Jeff Anderson - District One
Magistrate Vernon "Chick" Johnson - District Two
Magistrate Leo Murphy - District Three
Magistrate Kenneth Robinson - District Four
Magistrate Hilman Dotson - District Five
Magistrate Bobby Varney - District Six
Mr. Michael Blackburn
Mr. Eddie Hurley
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October 20, 20'l4

Honorable Christian R. Harris
Office of Pike County Magistrate
Belfry Courthouse
P.O. Box 548
Belfry, Kentucky 415)4

Dear Magistrate Harris,

Thank you for your October 13, 2014 correspondence to the Cornrnissioners of the
Public Service Commission concerning appointments to the Board of Commissioners
for the Mountain Water District.

Kentucky Revised Statute (KRS)'4.020.(1) and (4) specifically state who controls the
appointments of water district commissioners in the Ccrrirnonwealth of Kentucky. The
County Judge, with the consent of the Fiscal Court, has exclusive appointment authority
except in specific situabons. Those specific situations are spelled out In KRS 74.020(4),
which states, 'a vacancy resulting from the expiration of a terln or the death,
resignation, or removal of, the incumbent shall be filled by the Public Service
Commission if, within ninety (90) days following the vacancy, the vacancy has not been
filled by the appropriate county judge / mecutive with approval of the fiscal court."

The Public Service Commission has no jurladlctton or role in the appointments of
commissioners of water'districts unless the above quoted'criteria is met. If th'e dilteria is
met then the Public Service Commission.has exclusive jurisdiction to make such.
appointments."

ln addition, a water distdict is required by KRS 74.020 (9)(a) to notify the Public Service
Cornrnission within 30 days of the occurrence of a vacancy on the board of

An EciuSI Opportun/ty Employer I/yF/a

Ceae No. 200tl<0395, Reqtreat to Eltf &le5ng Vacancies on the Soerd of Commissioners of
Letcher County Water and Sewer District (Ky. PSC Jan. 28, 2009),'ee Biaa Csae Na, 20'iSJ30149,
Appointment of Commission to Fill en unexpired 7erm on the Baerd of Commissioners af Sanrty Hook
I/Fetor D~ict iKy. PSO Cot. 'I, 2013).

Ksnluckyunurldiadsplrlhcom ~eNseraau ennrr~-
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commissioners due to the expiration of a term, death, resignatlon, or removal of an
incumbent, The Public Service Commission was notified by Mountain Water District of
twc vacancies on its Board of Commissioners. According to the letter received by the
Public Service Commission on May 28, 2014, from Mountain Water District
Administrator Rcy Sawyers, the terms for two board members, Chairperson Rhonda
James and Vice Chairperson Lesler "John" Collins, expired on July 31, 2014.
Accordingly, the Pike County Judge, with the consent of ths Fiscal Court, has exclusive
appointment authority for 90 days following July 31, 2014. If those two vacancies are
not fiiled within 90 days following July 3'I, 2014, or by October 29, 2014, the Public
Service Commission will then have exclusive jurisdiction to fill those vacancies. In prior
instances where the Pgblic Service Commission was responsible for appointing a water
district cornrnissioner, we began the process by contacting the affected county judge,
fiscal court, and water district's board of commissioners to encourage their respective
participation by submitting names. of potential candidates, for the vacancy. We would
anticipate following a similar process here if the Mountain Water District Commissioner
vacancies are not filled by the Pike County officials by October 29, 2014,

lf we can be of further assistance please do nct hesitate to contact rijtfj

/

ve Director

Letter from Roy aawyers, Mcuctalii water District Administrator. to Jeff Derouen, Executive
Direclcr, Public service commission (May 21, 2014).
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December 22-, 2014

RBr COSS, Ne;,...2954.,0'0%5;Request:te Fill Vaoattetee On Iieuntatn.titfater Qtetricf
Beard'Of'Cdiiyiertteetonaps

Gear:lgr, Desklns:,

i'I;e'rttucky Reaiae'd 'statUte'.()II') 74.02IQ. (1) and (4) specltloalIif indicatdke: who controls
the::;ajPCIirirtftIAytte, Sf,.:Iterate'r:,, dtatrIat:, Cdmmiaefenefe in the CemirIarnteeta)tIk Of:::LPIItntucky;
Thi.':CpuII. ',::Jut)tilefIOXcea@iy@ IIyith. tIIe Ceriaerit SJ'fte:, Flacai -Court: "haa.:,SuXoiiuaitfe
ap: pitit"; nt a'ut)Iior|t)f.; sxesp't. Iytt slpaclfle:-eitUattens; Fhss(i-:;apacIfJlo,-sltuat)orts: are
aatttttlia@4,'iti KRS.':?4.,"()8)(.l»..„,...)I ..r....reu
a"tarfrn'm-':.tits.d'eath,:'yraeiqntatIati:,:,er iyprnatIa(af. thti:tnawmtpjnttttft'a)I::ba;fIIlbif-.blithe..Pijbiiio
sdetIIae"~Iastp1e:,(f;,:: yrtdIIIit'n;ttInettf".(QG) datfa"foIIotaIrItl,:th0::ttaihtno)r",; tIta;ygea'rtcy::haa
not-:balan'fIlted.btf.":tfia'ap|kreprlats gian pager / exec)ttttttpk'@llttyejpiiettial::ef; tile."ftscal
courf .

.4::-@hlsttsfatee "a siss'rie „,result(",'rcm.tIfte:.ietPfij fijOrt,.crf

The: 1)tbilo 8'ervlce, Ceinrn(asian. has no. jup!ad@leri or role: ln the appakensnts of
ccityimlsato'Piers af water'd)stol. unless 5a ebony', quoted„.ariterta is niet. if thpkcrliefton
re rttet, tipsy; the Public 8ertltce 'cetenlsaien hea::. exclusive jpftadictisri te reeks:such
ajpolriitmenta."

WS, are. CcrtteCtiag yam aerie eleated head Of- Pike COurtty,''S: FiaCal Cciift tp natify ycu Of
tlie.eXrPljatlarI Of::te'rmS fear::5VO Of Mtputitain IAIatar Glatrlat,'S CrarrimlauaianeyS, Ctte|PP'SPSOn
Rwanda'. Jramea'.and, VICja4hairpaIaen Leatar "John" Cell!he, Theei:tatynta. eXplre'O',:On
J.'ulif:: S1, 291:4.

''eee hio. $95849895; Rertuent to pili EidsÃng l4esaoies oa the atretrt.ep.ctpnrnttrptonprp of
t etc)ter Ceireg Itkreter" etrtf SeWey. Srtrirtet:(Ky;. PSG Jeri; aa,, 2009)';.See elec Cene: Ntk 203S.'-05149,
~'olittrrteeref comynrrlpiett'fo plies Unntrttii'ed Tepre en the Boeritopceinmiesionsre qpssfpfyrHootr
Ifye ter; Di st(let (Ky; ipaC acl. 1, aN.R).

Ksnluckyunhrldted@lrlkoom On,Equal Oppcrhtnly pnrplpyir:ttypgg



tkinerabi'a, Bilkl?eaklns
Geasmbar:2R, 2014
Pa'ge 2

Gn'.November, 7;.2014, the.Cammission:raceIyed a request;from e repiaa'antatlve of
Ni'ouittatn tIifater'.District tu, flIi:the two wafer. District coetnlssienar vacancies that,:have
~@@sinae July 81, 2014: Due to the; passage- of: at'least:90 Ways:. since'he
~1ritIq'n df thee ter'ms, the, cammtssten is initietIng a proceedirig to: consider this

reitest.

we tie& aQched the Qrder::initiatirig this,: prItrcae@ng'ci.,:your reyievv, please submit

any, tasammendattqas you tnay hav'e t'o. fill. tftese,tw6: vacancies vvtthin 20:digs- of ths
date'of t5ls Order.

Thank.yeu foryour a@iistanae'in this matter:.


