
FLEMING-MASON ENERGY 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 

P 0 BOX 328 FLEMINGSBURG, KENTUCKY 41041 * (606) 845-2661 FAX (606) 845-1008 

VIA HAND DELIWRY ON Q4113120Q7 

April 13,2007 

Ms. Elizabeth O’Donnell 
Executive Director 
Kentucky Public Service Cornmission 
2 I 1 Sower Boulevard 
P.O. Box 615 
Frankfort, Kentucky 40602-06 1 5 

PUBLIC SERVICE 
COMMISSION 

Re: An Investigation of The Reliability Measures of Kentucky’s Jurisdictional 
Electric Distribution Utilities and Certain Reliability Maintenance Practices; Case 
NO. 2006-00494 

Dear Ms. O’Donnell: 

Enclosed are an original and seven copies of Fleming-Mason Energy Cooperative’s 
responses to the Staffs Informal Conference set of data requests in the above-referenced 
case. 

Please date-stamp and return the two extra copies of this letter in the enclosed envelope. 

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or Gary Gnibbs of 
Patterson and Dewar Engineers, Inc. (270-404-5030). 

I certify that an original and seven photocopies of Fleming-Mason Energy’s ( F m ’ s )  
response to the Informal Conference (IC) information request were served and filed by 
hand delivery to Beth O’Donnell, Executive Director, Public Service Cornmission, 2 I I 
Sower Boulevard, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601; I further state that true and accurate copies 
of the foregoing were mailed via First Class U.S. Mail, postage pre-paid, to all parties of 
record. 

Sincerely, 

-’e, Chris Perry 

President / CEO 

cc: All parties of record 

A Touchstone Energy Coopcntivc - 



FLEMING-MASON ENERGY COOPERATIVE’S 
RESPONSE TO THE STAFF INFORMAL, CONFERENCE OF 03/08/2007 

CASE NO. 2006-00494 

SERVICE LIST (PARTIES OF RECORD) 

Allen Anderson 
South Kentucky R.E.C.C. 
P.0. Box 910 
Somerset, KY 42502-0910 

Mark A. Bailey 
Kenergy Corp. 
P.0. Box 1389 
Owensboro, KY 42302 

Kent Blake 
Director - Rates & Regulatory 
Kentucky Utilities Company 
c/o Louisville Gas & Electric P.O. 
P.O. Box 32010 
Louisville, ICY 40232-201 0 

Dudley Bottom, Jr. 
Shelby Energy Coop, Inc. 
620 Old Finchville Road 
Shelbyville, KY 40065 

Daniel W. Brewer 
Blue Grass Energy Coop. Corp. 
P.O. Box 990 
Nicliolasville, ICY 40340-0990 

Jackie B. Browning 
Farmers R.E.C.C. 
P.0. Box 1298 
Glasgow, KY 42141-1298 

Sharon K. Carson 
Finance & Accounting Manager 
Jackson Energy Cooperative 
115 Jackson Energy Lane 
McKee, KY 40447 

Duke Energy Kentucky, Inc. 
139 East Fourth Street 
Cincinnati. OH 45202 

Paul G. Einbs 
Clark Energy Cooperative, Inc. 
P.0. Box 748 
Winchester, KY 40392-0748 

Carol H. Fraley, CEO 
Grayson R.E.C.C. 
109 Bagby Park 
Grayson, ICY 41 143 

Ted Hampton 
Cumberland Valley Electric, Inc. 
Highway 2SE 
P.O. Box 440 
Gray, ICY 40734 

Larry Hicks 
Salt River Electric Coop. Corp. 
I 1  1 West Brashear Avenue 
P.0. Box 609 
Bardstown, KY 40004 

Kerry IC. Howard 
Licking Valley R.E.C.C. 
P.0. Box 605 
West Liberty, KY 41472 

James L. Jacobus 
Inter-County Energy Coop. Corp. 
P.0. Box 87 
Danville, ICY 40423-0087 

Robert M. Marsliall 
Owen Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
P.O. Box 400 
Owenton, KY 40359 

Burns E. Mercer 
Meade County R.E.C.C. 
P.0. Box 489 
Brandenburg, KY 40 108-0489 

Michael L. Miller 
President & CEO 
N o h  R.E.C.C. 
Elizabethtown. ICY 42701 -8701 

Timothy C. Mosher 
American Electric Power 
P.0. Box 5190 
Frankfort, ICY 40602 

Barry L. Myers, Manager 
Taylor County R.E.C.C. 
P.0. Box 100 
Canipbellsville, ICY 42719 

G. Kelly Nuclcols 
Jackson Purchase Energy Corp. 
P.0. Box 4030 
Paducah, KY 42002-4030 

Anthony P. Overbey 
Fleming-Mason Energy Coop. 
P.0. Box 328 
Flemingsburg, KY 41041 

Bobby D. Sexton 
President /General Manager 
Big Sandy R.E.C.C. 
504 I 1 th Street 
Paintsville, ICY 4 1240-1 422 

Lawrence C. Cook 
Assistant Attorney General 
Office of the Attorney General 
Utility & Rate Intervention Div. 
I024 Capital Center Dr. - Suite 200 
Frankfort, KY 4060 1-8204 
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FLEMING-MASON ENERGY COOPERATIVE 
RESPONSE TO STAFF INFORMAL CONFERENCE OF 03/08/2007 

CASE NO. 2006-00494 

COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

In the Matter of: 

AN INVESTIGATION OF THE RELIABILITY 
MEASURES OF KENTUCKY' S 
JURISDICTIONAL ELECTRIC 
DISTRIBUTION UTILITIES AND CERTAIN 
RELIABILITY MAINTENANCE PRACTICES 

1 
) ADMINISTRATIVE 
) CASE NO.: 2006-00494 
) 
) 
1 
1 

RESPONSE OF 

FLEMING-MASON ENERGY COOPERATIVE ("FME'') 

TO INFORMATION REQUESTED VIA STAFF INFORMAL CONFERENCE 

FOR COMMISSION'S ORDER 2006-00494 

DATED DECEMBER 12, 2006 

FILED: APRIL 13, 2007 

Witnesses for All Response Contained Hereinafter: 

Chris Perry, FME 

Gary Grubbs, P&D Engineers, Inc. 
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CASE NO. 2006-00494 
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I T E M  / YEAR 

2002 

2003 

2004 

2005 

2006 

FLEMING-MASON ENERGY COOPERATIVE 
RESPONSE TO STAFF INFORMAL CONFERENCE OF 03/08/2007 

CASE NO. 2006-00494 

AVERAGE HOURS PER CONSUMER BY CAUSE 
TOTAL 

l e )  
- 

POWER S U P P L I E R  EXTREME STORM PREARRANGED A L L  OTHER 
f a )  fbl f C i  (d )  

0 .29  0.00 0 . 0 3  2 . 0 1  2.33 

0 . 8 2  8 1 . 9 6  0 . 2 2  1 . 1 2  84 .72  

0 . 2 5  0 .00  0 1 0  3 . 1 5  3 . 5 0  

0 . 0 4  0 .00  0 . 0 6  1 . 9 7  2 . 0 7  

0 .28  0 .00  0 02 1 I 67 1 . 9 7  

PSC Staff requested the following via Agenda Item 4 (Staff S m a r y  of 

Responses) of its prepared notes from the 03/08/2007 Informal Conference 

("IC") : 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A .  

Each RECC should provide FORM 300 f o r  the pas t  5 years t o  the s t a f f .  

RUS Form 300 is completed on a 3-year cycle by the RUS General Field 

Representative ("GFR'') and as such was conducted on the FME system 

during the years of 2002 and 2005. Reports f o r  those two years (two 

pages per) are attached as EXHIBIT 1A and 1B. 

Each RECC should provide any CAP {correct ive act ion plan)  developed 

within the pas t  5 years t o  the PSC s t a f f  

Corrective actions plans were not required by results of the 2002 or 

2005 RUS Form 300 surveys. 

Each RECC should provide a copy of RUS Form 7 ,  P a r t  G f o r  the pas t  5 

years t o  t h e  PSC s t a f f .  

Following is a summary of RUS Form 7, Part G information from years 

2002 through 2006. The actual data is presented in EXHIBIT 2. 

Page 5 of 9 
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FLEMING-MASON ENERGY COOPERATIVE 
RESPONSE TO STAFF INFORMAL CONFERENCE OF 03/08/2007 

CASE NO. 2006-00494 

PSC Staff requested the following via Staff Question 5 (All Utilities) of 

its prepared notes from the 03/08/2007 IC: 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

See Handout No. 1 which reflects several types of tree pruning. 

Regardless of whether or not the Commission sets any tree trimming 

standards, should Through or V pruning, Side pruning, Under pruning, 

or Topping be allowed? 

Yes. Tree trimming methods are like tools; the prudent choice may be 

different depending on the type tree, the terrain, the type of line 

construction, the line voltage, the growth contributors, the tree 

maintenance cycle achievable, the location, the easement, the over- 

all reliability required, etc. Utilities should be permitted to 

implement any or all of the methods such as those illustrated in 

Handout No. 1. 

If the utility does not own the property over which its distribution 

lines are located, what are the utility's legal rights as far as 

access to the property, and ability to trim trees? 

The ability to trim/cut trees beneath FME's distribution lines, along 

with the access for such, is normally obtained via easements from the 

property owner. For the most part, RUS distribution cooperatives 

such as FME are not allowed to monetarily purchase easements but must 

instead ask for the right to traverse the lands needed to 

expand/maintain service. Prescriptive rights normally allow for 

maintenance going-forward once facilities are in place; but with this 

said, the "happiness/satisfaction" of the property owner must be 

diligently held in reverence. 

Page 4 of 9 
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FLEMING-MASON ENERGY COOPERATIVE 
RESPONSE TO STAFF INFORMAL CONFERENCE OF 03/08/2007 

CASE NO. 2006-00494 

EXHIBIT 1A 

5. Distribution Line Equipment: Condftions and Record3 
1 d. 0;; Spill Prevcntion 

2.70% 
b. AMUsl Lord Rctor 62.3% 

95.0% 
d Rntic.7 oEIndividuol Subrtaliwl Anoual Pak kW lo kVA 

n. A m d  ~ ~ S I C ~  1.oSrrS -- 
C. power Fnctor nt  Mcnthly Pd. ___ 

2. VoItngc Conditions 
a Voltnge Sorvays 
b. Substation Tansformer Cutput Voltage Spread 

lIJS FOR?? 300 W9 

3 toiig l h g o  Ei~ginccrkg Plsi 
b. Cclimuction Work Plan 
c Scctioding Shldy 
d. Lond DRU for Bgu~ccriiig Studios 
c Load Forczn;u'ng Dntn 

Ir -- - 
PAGE I OF 2 PAGES 

Page 5 of 9 
EXHIBIT 1A 
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FLEMING-MASON ENERGY COOPERATIVE 
RESPONSE TO S T A F F  INFORMAL CONFERENCE O F  03/08/2007 

CASE NO. 2006-00494 

EXHIBIT 1A 

3a. 

3 b. 

3b. 

3c. 

6b. 

8a. 

1 lo. 

1 3 a  

cover the entim system ovn R pxiod of time years. Linemen wuld be sent out lo cover R porticn of the system during 
inclement weather. 

Tbm am it significant UUIII& ofpoles withtclephonc sUachments r~m~mingclose to the electric poles following fine convmion 
and pole chonsq. These poles need to be moved. 

Constant follow up is required to ensure code compliance of cable TV atbchments. 
A policy rvquiring prior appmval of cable TV nttnchmeut plans is rccomionded 

=@.-of-way clem*nghas irnpmxd but some vines were obscrvedon guy wires. 
Several leaning ples nnd loose guy wires were observd AU en1pl0)rces 8hodd be d~mted to rcport probIems obscwd 
far wmxthn. 

Scmi  idls services were observed. Idle l~ucsformers should te reCred. 

Momentary outage wmplahk (blinks) m king addressed ui many areos. 

Improving powcr fnctor is bcing sddrcssed in cerieinoncr. 

A new long range plau nenls to be prepared prior :o thsncxl work plan in 2003. 

PRFSIDENTBCEO 

,US FORM 300 (EX?) PAGE 2 OF?. PACES 

Page 6 of 9 
EXHIBIT 1A 
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FLEMING-MASON ENERGY COOPERATIVE 
RESPONSE TO S T A F F  INFORMAL CONFERENCE O F  03/08/2007 

CASE NO. 2006-00494 

EXHIBIT 1B 

~ c m g s  on form 8Ic: 

1. Sub!dnIIMLs (Trammission and Distribution) 
B Safety. Ucuana. Code Comphmnec 
b Phy~icpl Conditions: Strucwrc, Major Equipment, Appc~+anh: i c lnspeclion Recor& Each Substation 

0. Unsahsfaaory --No Rccords 
I: Coneuive AcuonNeodul 

2 Acceptablc but Should bc Improved - See Attached Reeommcnda\ions 
3. Sawfactory *- No Addioonsl Acuoo Required 31 this Tune NA: Not A !icable 

PART L TRANSMISSION and DISTKMUTION FAClLITiES -- ----- - 

b SUriaa! W i n g .  hppeannca 
C. RisuPolc: Hnzards, Guyrug, CondiOon 

d Oil Spill Prevention 

2 Tronsmlsion Lines 
3. Rightat-Way: Cleating, Brodon, Appcyastc. Inmiom 
b.Pbysical Condition: SmW, Conductor, Guying 
C. InspeclionPmgrarn and Rcmrds 

3. Distritiution Lines -Overhead 
a. faspection Program and Rccotds 
b. Compliance wlth Safety Codcs: clearaaees 

Foreign St~etures 

5. Distribution Line Equiprncnl: Cdtioos and Records 
e Vol!age Regulalors 

Safety: LO&~%. Dad Ron, Bm'en .-_- 
Appearance: Settlement, Condition 
Ohcr NA 

e. Xllowart-~.onr and Wemmd Meter 
2 Reading and Testing 

ALtachmenls 

Right-of-way 
O!hW 

c Observed fiysiwi Condition fromIield ChceLing: 

I----.- 
PARTIL OPERATIONS andMAINTEtWICP, -- 

fxaring) 
a. WorkPlanning &Scheduling a. Genua1 Frocdorn h r n  Complaints 

N&ht*Qf-w3Y ?vfftuOnCC 
9. Loading and Lasd Balkno? 

Rdrement of Idle ScMccs a. DisbibutionTmsfom Loading 
b. Inad Connol Appmtu 
c. Substation and Weder K~ndIcg 

10. Msp andPlnnt Records 
L. Opunting b€?ps: Accunte and UptoIh le  
b. h i t  Dispms 
c. Swkiog S h W  

3 
--.."..- b. knergcncy RestomtionPIm - -. 

PARTDZ E N W " G  
(Raring1 

3 

3 

2.97% 3 
b. Annual Load Factor 69.0% 
c. PowerFactorit MonthIyPmk 3 
d. Xatios oflhdividurl SubsUrriDnAnnitd Pc&kW to kVA d. b a d  Dahfor Engineering &udics 

e. Load Mre~StiQ Data 3 

--- b. Commction WorkPlan 

12 Voltage Conditioar 

- ---- 
PAGE 1 OF 2 PAGES 

0.  Volrngo SUNeys 
b. Substation Transformer Gutput VoIrnsc: Spread 

RUSrORM 300 (2/yB) 

Page 7 of 9 
EXHIBIT 1B 
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FLEMING-MASON ENERGY COOPERATIVE 
RESPONSE TO S T A F F  INFORMAL CONFERENCE O F  03/08/2007 

CASE NO. 2006-00494 

EXHIBIT 1B 

_.I.,.... .".._ - 
PART IV. OPERATION AND MAINTENANCI BUDGETS 

-_. Par Prernf Year ForPature 3Years For Previous 2 Yeam ,,"_ 

YEAR 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 
AChentUl Actual Budgel Budget Bud# Budget 

5 'Ibausands $ ~ O ~ S a n d S  ,... . S 'lbollsands J Thousands 5 'Thsands $ Thousands .. 
(mal  $1,042,291 3906,448 $1,039,667 $1,070,857 $1,102,983 S 1,136,072 

f m a l  f $5146,9EO 1 $2,574,843 I 52,771.580 
laintenaim 

)perariOU 
,,..,,l,..ll,l - 

3 (Rating) 4. Budgeting: Adequacy of Budgets far Needed Work -"- 

5. Date D i s m d  with Board olDIrcctars rnR005 -- 

EXPLANATORY NOTES "-." .-_ - - -_ -_"__-__ - "" . . 
I-_ ---.".-.. comm 1 ~ -111 

Thcre arc still some kkphonc poleslck sbndlng ncxt to ckcmc poles which need to bo removcd 
Constant lrrlluwup IS rcquucd lo e r n e  code camphrcc of cablelV a(tachmcnl$ 

Tbue nre some Idle wrriw (0 be removed and !he rep3rt of idtc services nnds to bc nconci'ed wih bl&g records 

is sw1 tw high. We ~n w w h g  10 nducc h e  losscs inmmy areas. 

I 

RUS GFR 1 ~ ~ 0 5  

PAGE 2 OF 2 PAGES 

BVlMlED BY: 

us mmf 300 (ma) 
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FLEMING-MASON ENERGY COOPERATIVE 
RESPONSE TO S T A F F  INFORMAL CONFERENCE O F  03/08/2007 

CASE NO. 2006-00494 

EXHIBIT 2 FROM 2002 RUS FORM 7 

EXHIBIT 2B FROM 2003 RUS FORM 7 

EXHIBIT 2 C  FROM 2004 RUS FORM 7 

EXHIBIT 2D FROM 2005 RUS FORM 7 

EXHIBIT 2E FROM 2006 RUS FORM 7 

16.391 .09 I 2.101 18.9 

Page 9 of 9 
EXHIBIT 2 
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