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Comment No. 1          Issue Code: 14
DOE believes that the Kentucky Pioneer IGCC Demonstration Project
EIS adequately analyzes the full scope of environmental impacts from
the proposed project.  Chapter 3 of the EIS has been revised to provide
more detail on the gasification process, including the production of the
vitreous frit.  Detailed plant design is not available or neccessary at this
point because the project is still in the planning stage.  It will not be
available until after the issuance of the ROD.

Comment No. 2          Issue Code: 21
DOE believes that the EIS fully addresses all impacts of the Proposed
Action and no action alternatives, as required by NEPA.  The public
comment period was extended through January 25, 2002.  DOE will
consider all public comments before issuing the ROD.  The ROD will
be issued no sooner than 30 days after the Final EIS is distributed and
a notice of its availability is issued.

Comment No. 3          Issue Code: 14
The stated goal of the CCT Program is to advance DOE’s mission to
foster a secure and reliable energy system that is environmentally and
economically sustainable.  As such, the CCT Program was established
to demonstrate the commercial feasibility of CCTs to respond to a
growing demand for a new generation of advanced coal-based
technologies characterized by enhanced operational, economic, and
environmental performance.  Since coal is an abundant, secure and
economical fuel, and is used to produce over 51 percent of the
electricity in this country, it must continue in its role as a key
component in the United States and world energy markets.

The Kentucky Pioneer IGCC Demonstration Project utilizes the BGL
oxygen-blown, fixed-bed slagging gasifier.  The gasifier fuel will be a
high-sulfur bituminous coal and blended with  RDF, which uses only
MSW as its basic component and does not use any hazardous or
industrial waste.  The syngas generated in the gasifier will
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Comment No. 3 (cont.)          Issue Code: 14
be used to fire a gas turbine.  This project serves to further CCT
Program objectives in the following ways:

1. RDF is an example of a fuel that has the potential to enhance
the economics of coal utilization and lower the emissions
output of a totally coal-based system.  Coal-based systems that
have sufficient flexibility to handle a range of fuels will have
a competitive advantage over a nonfuel-flexible, coal-only
system.

2. Gasification is a more environmentally efficient method to
generate electricity from coal.  While much was learned from
the previous CCT gasification projects (Wabash River and
Tampa Electric), the different technology techniques to
produce syngas with flexible-fuel co-feeds have not been
demonstrated and operating demonstrations are essential to
accelerate the widespread use of gasification. 

The fuel cell demonstration has been moved to the existing Wabash
River IGCC Plant near West Terre Huate, Indiana. 

Comment No. 4          Issue Code: 14
DOE selected the Kentucky Pioneer IGCC Demonstration Project for
further consideration under DOE’s fifth solicitation (CCT-V) of the
CCT Program and concludes that the project meets CCT Program
requirements due to the first demonstration of a co-fed BGL gasifier
and the facility size would be approximately 40 to 50 percent larger
than other 100 percent coal-fed BGL facilities.  

Because of DOE’s limited role in providing cost-shared funding for the
proposed Kentucky Pioneer IGCC Demonstration Project, and because
of advantages associated with the proposed location, DOE did not
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Comment No. 4 (cont.)         Issue Code: 14
evaluate alternative sites for the proposed project.  Site selection was
governed primarily by benefits that Global Energy could realize.
Global Energy preferred the proposed project site because the costs
would be much higher and the environmental impacts likely much
greater for an undisturbed area.

Comment No. 5          Issue Code: 18
After the issuance of the NOI and during the scoping process, a third
alternative, in addition to No Action Alternative 1 and the Proposed
Action, was identified.  The alternative was determined to be a
reasonably foreseeable future action.  The construction of the proposed
project cannot begin until DOE issues the ROD.  Consideration of
power generated by the Spurlock Power Station is outside the scope of
the EIS.

Comment No. 6          Issue Code: 14
An analysis of the use of alternative sources of power is outside the
scope of the EIS.

Comment No. 7          Issue Code: 21
The Kentucky Pioneer IGCC Demonstration Project is a federal action
selected for the CCT Program.  The EIS is used as a tool to decide
whether or not DOE should provide funding to the project.  If the
project is approved, KPE would be required to abide by all local, state,
and federal regulations.

The Kentucky Natural Resources and Environmental Protection
Cabinet has advised KPE that the RDF is a recovered material, not a
waste.  The Kentucky Pioneer IGCC Demonstration Project facility
will be considered a recovered material processing facility and the
gasification process will not require a waste permit as long as the RDF
conforms to the statutory definition.
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Comment No. 7 (cont.)          Issue Code: 21
Chapter 3 of the EIS has been revised to include a more detailed and
expansive description of the gasification process.  The syngas is not a
component of the RDF pellets, but rather a fuel generated from the coal
and RDF pellets by a series of chemical reactions within the carefully
controlled environment of the gasifiers.

Comment No. 8          Issue Code: 21
KPE is not attempting to circumvent KRS 224 or any other state or
local laws. The Kentucky Natural Resources and Environmental
Protection Cabinet has advised KPE that the RDF is a recovered
material, not a waste.  The Kentucky Pioneer IGCC Demonstration
Project facility will be considered a recovered material processing
facility and the gasification process will not require a waste permit as
long as the RDF conforms to the statutory definition.

Comment No. 9          Issue Code: 21
KPE has a contract in place with EKPC to provide power continuously
for a 20-year period.  The facility would not shut down after the 1-year
demonstration period, but would continue to operate to honor the
commitment to EKPC.  As discussed in Chapters 1 and 2 of this EIS,
the performance, technical, and economic data would be used to
determine the commercial viability of the co-fed BGL gasifier at other
new and existing facilities.  There would not be a new round of
permitting following the end of the 1-year demonstration period.  The
PSD/Title V Air Permit issued by the Kentucky Division of Air Quality
is final and does not require renewal following the demonstration.  At
the close of the demonstration period, the KPDES permit for water
usage would also be final and not require renewal.  Any required fuel
feed component changes following the 1-year demonstration period
would likely require modification of the air and water permits. 
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Comment No. 10          Issue Code: 22
Before any federal funds are obligated, KPE will have to provide proof
of finances for construction and operation of the project.

Comment No. 11          Issue Code: 13
The relatively small amounts and generally dispersed nature of MSW
in Kentucky does not economically support exclusive utilization of
Kentucky generated MSW to produce RDF supplies.  Importing RDF
from a densely populated metropolitan area is more economically
viable in order to supply the necessary amount of RDF required to
operate the plant.

Comment No. 12          Issue Code: 16
Detailed plant design is not available or necessary at this point because
the project is still in the planning stage.  It will not be available until
after the issuance of the ROD.  All assumptions made in conducting the
analyses are detailed in the EIS.
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