
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY

BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

In the Matter of:

AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER )
AND )
BELLSOUTH TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC. )
_____________________________________ ) CASE NO. 2000-207

)
ALLEGED FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH )
ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATIONS )

O  R  D  E  R 

American Electric Power (“AEP”) is an investor-owned electric utility which engages 

in the distribution of electricity to the public for compensation for lights, heat, power, and 

other uses, and is subject to the Commission’s jurisdiction.

BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc. (“BellSouth”), which engages in the 

transmission or conveyance over wire of messages by telephone for the public for 

compensation, is a utility under the jurisdiction of the Commission.  Both AEP and 

BellSouth are subject to the Commission’s jurisdiction pursuant to KRS 278.040.

On April 6, 2000, Commission Staff submitted to the Commission a Utility Accident 

Investigation Report, in which Commission Staff alleges that both AEP and BellSouth 

violated 807 KAR 5:041, Section 3(1)(c), and that BellSouth violated 807 KAR 5:006, 

Section 26(a).  On May 9, 2000, the Commission issued a show-cause Order to which both 

AEP and BellSouth responded, requesting an informal conference with Commission Staff. 

At the informal conference on June 8, 2000, AEP, BellSouth, and Commission Staff 

entered into negotiations to resolve all outstanding issues in this proceeding.  On 



March 12, 2001, they executed a Settlement Agreement, appended hereto, and jointly 

moved for Commission approval of that Agreement.

In reviewing the Settlement Agreement, the Commission has considered, inter alia, 

the circumstances surrounding the March 24, 2000 incident, the parties’ efforts to comply 

with the Commission’s safety regulations, and the parties’ willingness to improve and 

enhance existing safety training programs.  The Commission finds that the Settlement 

Agreement is in accordance with the law, does not violate any regulatory principle, results 

in a reasonable resolution of this case, and is in the public interest.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that:

1. The Settlement Agreement, appended hereto, is incorporated into this Order 

as if fully set forth herein.

2. The terms and conditions set forth in the Settlement Agreement are adopted 

and approved.

3. On or before November 1, 2001, AEP and BellSouth shall file with the 

Commission a report of their evaluation by Associated General Contractors of Kentucky, 

Inc.

4. This case is closed and shall be removed from the Commission’s docket.



Done at Frankfort, Kentucky, this 16th day of March, 2001.

By the Commission
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