
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY

BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

In the Matter of:
SOUTH KENTUCKY RURAL ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE
CORPORATION

ALLEGED VIOLATIONS OF COMMISSION
REGULATIONS 807 KAR 5:006 AND 807 KAR
5:041

)
)
)
) CASE NO. 94 —519
)
)
)
)
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South Kentucky Rural Electric Cooperative Corporation ("South

Kentucky" ), a Kentucky corporation which engages in the

distribution of electricity to the public for compensation for

light, heat, power, and other uses, and which was formed under KRS

279.010 to 279.220, is a utility subject to Commission

jurisdiction. KRS 278.010; KRS 279.210.

KRS 278.280(2) directs the Commission to prescribe rules and

regulations for the performance of services by utilities. Pursuant

to this statutory directive, the Commission promulgated Commission

Regulation 807 KAR 5:041, Section 3, which requires electric
utilities to maintain their plant and facilities in accordance with

the standards of the National Electrical Safety Code (1990 edition)

("NESC"). It also promulgated Commission Regulation 807 KAR 5:006,
Section 24, which requires a utility to adopt and execute a safety

program.



commission Staff has submitted to the Commission an Electrical
Utility Accident Investigation Report dated June 6, 1994, appended

hereto, which alleges:
1. On February 14, 1994, Ricky Bowling was injured while

performing repairs near an energized 7200 volt line in the Conley

Bottom Resort Area of Wayne County, Kentucky. Bowling came into

contact with the 7200 volt line and suffered burns to his hands.

2. At the time of the incident, Bowling, Jerry New, Jeff
Perkins, Norman Hargis, Ray Glen Dick, and Lewis East were

repairing utility facilities which had been damaged during an ice
storm.

3. Before beginning his repair work, Bowling did not test
the 7200 volt line to determine if it was de-energized nor did he

cover the line with a protective device,

4. At the time of the incident, Bowling was neither wearing

protective clothing nor using protective equipment.

5. At the time of the incident, Bowling, New, Perkins,

Hargis, and Dick were employees of South Kentucky and acting within

the scope of their employment.

6. At the time of the incident, East was in charge of the

work crew.

7. NESC 420D requires employees to consider electric supply

equipment and lines to be energized, unless they are positively
known to be de-energized. It further requires that employees,

before starting work, perform preliminary inspections or tests to

determine existing conditions.



8. American Public Power Association Safety Manual (Eighth

edition) ("APPA") Rule 502a prohibits employees from touching or

working on any energized lines or apparatus except when wearing

approved protective equipment approved for the voltage to be

contacted.

9. APPA Rule 502b requires that, when work is to be done on

or near energized lines, all energized and grounded conductors or

guy wires within reach of any part of the body while working shall

be covered with rubber protective equipment, except that part of

the conductor on which the employee is to work.

10. South Kentucky has adopted the APPA as part of its safety

program.

11. Bowling failed to comply with NESC Sections 420D and APPA

Rules 502a and 502b.

12. East failed to see that all safety and operating

procedures were observed by those under his direction. His failure

is a violation of NESC Rule 421A which requires a person in charge

to adopt such precautions as are within his authority to prevent

accidents and to see that all safety rules and operating procedures

are observed by those under his direction.
13. As a result of these failures, South Kentucky is in

probable violation of Commission Regulations 807 KAR 5:006, Section

24, and 807 KAR 5:041, Section 3.
Based on its review of the Electrical Utility Accident

1nvestigation Report and being otherwise sufficiently advised, the

Commission finds that ~ri a ~faci evidence exists that South



Kentucky has failed to comply with Commission Regulations 807 KAR

5:006, Section 24, and 807 KAR 5:041, Section 3.
The Commission, on its own motion, HEREBY ORDERS that:
1. South Kentucky shall appear before the Commission on

March 3, 1995, at 10:00 a.m., Eastern Standard Time, in Hearing

Room 1 of the Commission's offices at 730 Schenkel Lane, Frankfort,

Kentucky, for the purpose of presenting evidence concerning the

alleged violations of Commission Regulation 807 KAR 5:006, Section

24, and 807 KAR 5:041, Section 3, and of showing cause why it
should not be subject to the penalties prescribed in KRS 278.990(I)
for these alleged violations.

2. South Kentucky shall submit to the Commission, within 20

days of the date of this Order, a written response to the

allegations contained in the Electrical Utility Accident

Investigation Report.

3. The Electrical Utility Accident Investigation Report of

June 6, 1994, a copy of which is appended hereto, is made part of

the record of this proceeding.

4. Any motion requesting any informal conference with

Commission Staff to consider any matter which would aid in the

handling or disposition of this proceeding shall be filed with the

Commission no later than 20 days from the date of this Order.

Done at Frankfort, Kentucky, this 21st day of December, 1994.

Executive Director

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

V5.ce Chairma'n"

Commissioner



APPENDIX A

AN APPENDIX TO AN ORDER OF THE PUBLIC SERVICE OONNISSION OF KENTUCKY

IN CASE NO. 94- 519 DATED IKCEMEER 21, 1994

ELECTRICAL UTXLITY ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION

DATE OF THIS REPORT June 6, 1994 SUBMITTED BY Robert Ueltschi

NAME OP UTILITY South Kentucky RECC

ACCIDENT REPORTED BY Nr. Marshall Cox

DATE 4 TXME ACCIDENT OCCURRED 2/14/94 —Approx ~ 3".20 P.M.

DATE 4 TXNE UTXLITY LEARNED OP ACCIDENT 2/14/94 — 3:35 P.N.

DATE 4 T1ME ACCIDENT REPORTED 2/14/94 - 4:35 PE M.

DATE OF ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION 2/15/94

DATE SUMMARY WRITTEN REPORT WAS RECEIVED PRON UTXLZTY 2/18/94

PERSONS ASSISTXHG XH TBE INVESTIGATION Nr. Eddie Owens and Nr.

Marshall Cox — south KentuckY REcc and Robert Ueltschi — psc

MANE OF VICTIM(S) Rickv Bowling SEX N AGE 36

FATAL No HAMS OF EMPLOYER South Kenruckv RECC

ZHJURXES Burns to both hands - entrv right hand and exit left
hand.

LOCATION OF ACCIDENT SITE Conlev Bottom Resort Area in Wavne Co..
off the Smith-NcCless Road

DESCRXPTIOH OF ACCXDENT Nr. RickV Bowling, assisted bV Mr. JerrV

New, was working on a power outage caused by an ice storm. Nr.

Bowling came in contact with a single phase 7200 volt power line

and received burns and electrical shock.

SOURCE OP INFORMATION Nr. Eddie Owens and Mr. Marshall Cox South

Kentucky RECC



ELECTRICAL UTILITY ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION (Continued)

PROBABLE VIOLATIONS OP COMMISSION REGULATIONS Mr. Lewis East,

service foreman for South Kentuckv RECC was in charce of the repair

work due to the 'ce storm damage. The evidence obtained from this

investiaation indicates that the eneroised 7200 volt phase at the

point of accident was not covered with a protective device. It was

also discovered during the investication that the enercized phase

was not crounded and thar. Mr. Bow).ino was not wearino protective

rubber cloves. Mr. =ass was in probable violation of 807 KAR

5:041. Section 3( 1). Acceptable standards 1990 MESC, Section 42

(421A(1) and (2) ), duties of a first level supervisor or person in

charoe. Mr. Bowlino was ' prohab).e violation of 807 KAR 5:041,
Section 3(1) acceptable standards 1990 MESC, Section 42 (420 D)

enerqixed or unknown conditions. Additionallv, Mr. Bowline is in

probable violation of South Kentuckv RECC's safetY manual,

502(a)(b) Flexible Protective Zouipment and 516(a) Groundinq-

General.

CORRECTIVE ACTION None
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ELECTRICAL UTILITY ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION (Continued)

LINE CLEARANCES
Ninimum Allowed

As Neasured bv NESC
(1987)

A AT POINT OF ACCIDENT

Phase conductors to ground
clever.ion: 28' 8 1/2N 15'N
Neutral conductor to ground
elevation: 25' 3" 15 I PN

Communication conductor to T.V. 20' 9"
ground elevation:- Telephone 17 ' 3 N

15 I PN

15 I PN

Phase conauctor to
structure: N/A

Neutral conductor to
structure:
Communicat'on conductor to
structure:

8 ~ AT LOWEST POINT OP SPAN

N/A

N/A

N/A

Phase conductor to ground
elevat'cn: 23'N 15' 0N

Neutral conductor to
ground elevation: 20 I 7N 15'N
Communication conductor to T.V. 15' 3"
ground elevation: Telephone 13' 6N

15' 0N

8 ~ PN

C» SPAN LENGTH
298'ate

the line or facilities were constructed 1954

Voltage of line or facilities 7200 v Single chase

Date last inspected by utility 3/4/92

Utility South KentuckV RECC

Date 2/15/94 Time 9:00 A.N.
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ELEcTRIcAL UTILITY ACCIDENT IHVESTIGATION (Continued)

Approximate temperature 40on

Neasurements made by Nr. Eddie Owens - South Kentucky RECC and

Robert Ueltschi — PSC

Submitted by: ~ C
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