
CONNONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY

BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE CONNISSION

In the Natter of i

JOANN ESTATES UTILITIES ~ INC ~

ALLEGED VIOLATION OF KRS CHAPTER 278

CASE NO.
90-408

0 R D E R

On December 18, 1990, the Commission issued an Order

di,recting Joann Estates Utilities, Inc. ("Joann Estates" ) to

appear at a hearing scheduled for January 17, 1991 and be prepared

to show cause why it should not be penalised for failing to

maintain and operate its facilities in accordance with accepted

good engineering practices. The show cause order was the result

of a Utility Inspection Report prepared by Commission Stat'f on

October 12, 1990, which found multiple violations of Commission

regulation 807 KAR 8<071, Section 7. Joann Estates was further

ordered to submit a written response to all oi the allegations

contained in the Order within 20 days.

On November 26, 1990, subsequent to Staff's Utility

Inspecti.on Report of October 12, 1990 but prior to the

Commission's show cause order of December 18, 1990, an application

was filed with the Commission requesting approval of the transfer

of all assets of Joann Estates from Ronald and Dee Tucker to Billy



G. Waid, Alter certain iiling deficiencies were cured on December

28, 1990, Case No. 90-3931 was established to consider the

proposed transfers

By letter received at the Commission on January 2, 1991,

Billy G. Waid responded on behalf of Joann Estates to the

allegations in the Commission's show cause order. Wry Waid stated

that he had taken over the management and operation of the three

sewage treatment facilities operated by Joann Estates and had

oorrected moat oi the deficiencies enumerated in Staff's Ootober

12, 1990 report. Nr. Waid requested that the hearing soheduled

for January 17, 1991 be postponed or cancelled due to the

improvements made.

By Order of January 14, 1991, the Commission postponed the

hearing scheduled for January 17, 1991 and scheduled an informal

conference for January 31, 1991 for the purpose of discussing the

status oi'oann Estates'hree sewage treatment plants and the

proposed transfer of the plants to Silly G. Naid. The Commission

further ordered Silly G. Waid to file additional information

regarding the status oi'he treatment plants and the proposed

transfer.
An informal conference was held in the Commission' offices

on January 31, 1991. At the informal conference, Joann Estates

Case No. 90-393, Application of Joann Estates Utilities, Inc.
to Transfer the Land, and Physical Assets of the Joann Estate
Utilities, Inc., in NcCracken County, Kentucky, to Billy G.
Waid.
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provided the iniormation requested in the Commission' Order of

January 14, 1991
'n

February 5, 1991, Staff conducted a reinspection of Joann

Estates'hree sewage treatment plants. The purpose of the

reinspection was to see what progress, if any, had been made to

correct the deficiencies listed in Staff's report of October 12,

1990. Staff issued its Utility Reinspection Report on February 8>

1991. The report, which is attached hereto as Exhibit A and

incorporated herein by reference, found that most, but not all, of

the deficiencies noted in October had been correoted.

By letter received at the Commission on March 1> 1991, Billy

G. Waid responded to Staff's February 9> 1991 report Silly {3,

Waid had previously filed with the Commission on February 27, 1991

a notarixed statement waiving the 60-day statutory period

prescribed by KRS 278.020{5) for Commission aotion on his

application to acquire Joann Estates. The waiver extended the

statutory period to a total of 90 days, expiring on March 28,

1991.
On March 12, 1991, Staff again conducted a reinspection of

Joann Estates'hree treatment plants, The report resulting from

that reinspection, which is attached hereto as Exhibit B and

This information had previously been mailed to the Commission
under cover letter from Silly Q. Waid dated January 21> 1991>
but due to the acknowledged fault of the United States postal
Service, the mailed response was not received until after the
informal conference.
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inaorporated herein by referenoe> found all defiolenoiee Co be

oorreoted Co Che extent possible

Haviny oonsidered Che evidenoe of reoor4 and bein9 otherwiae

auffioiently advise4> the Commission finds Chat Joann Estates haa

aorreoted all defloienoles iiaCe4 ln staff's Dotober 19> 1990 and

yebruary 8> 1991 reports> and Chat Cher ~ ie no evidenoe that Jaann

Estates ia oulr ~ntly in violation of 907 NAR 9>071> Seo'Cion 7 ~

tT lS THEREFORE ORDERED that thl ~ show sauce proaeeding

against Joann EstaCes be and lt hereby is dlsml,seed.

Done at yrankfort> Nentuoky> this 27th day of Nsroh, 1991,

PVSWC SERVICE CDMH1SSJON

c;.c ~8„
Chairman

v'loe cnasrman

ATTEST>

X u~
E>>saut lve Dlreocor

Qmmlsesoner

Staff'a Ootober 18, 1990 and tebruary S 1991 reports had
noted ChaC a aeouriCy fenoe waa neede4 around Che 9 mberland

lant and la9oon, Staff's reporC of Naroh 14> 1991 foun4
hat the eeourity fenoe was ready for installation aa soon aa

«esther oon4itions permit> and in any event no later than
Au9ust 1, 1991.



Commonwealth oi Kentucky
Public Service Commission

UTILITY REIHSPECTION REPORT

Joann Estates Utili tits, Inc,
Paducah, Kentucky

on February 5, 1991, a reinspection oC Joann Estates

Util(tits, Inc ~ waa conducted ~ The purpose oS tht reinspection
waa to att what progress> f.! any, had been made to date on the

improvements or corrections recommended in tht Public StLvica

Commission' ~ taCt report dated October 12, 1990'he current

~ tatu ~ o! each item i ~ as follows>

Jcann Estates Utilitiea
1. The di!fuaera need to be insptcted and

repaired or replaced aa necessary. (807 KAR
5i071> Section 7> 1)

Current Statuel Has both corrtcttdo

2. The chlorine contact basin needs to be cleaned
ot ~ ludge ~ (807 MR 5>071> Section 7, 1)

Current Statusk Has been oorrecttd .
3. A backup blower and motor unit or immediate

access to one ia ntaded in case o! an
~mtrgenc'ye (807 EAR Sl071 ~ 8ection 7 ~ 1)

Current Statues Has aooeaa to backup
blower/motor unit

4. The chlorination unit needs to be repaired and
put in service ~ (807 KAR 5)071> Section 7, 1)

Current'tatues Has been corrected.

5. The tertiary unit needs to be cleaned ot
~ ludge and all foreign matter and placed in
service. (807 KAR Si071, Section 7, 1)

Current Statusk
done.

Is in the process o! being

ENHISIT A



RePort - Joann Estates Utiliti ~ s, inc.
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7.

8 ~

9e

The bar screen needs to be kept cleans (807
KAR fi071, Sect(,on 7, 1)

Current Statue> Has been
completed'he

plant 1 ~ currently being operated without
a comminutor, As long as the plant can be
operated sati ~ Cactorily and produce an
acceptable AC!luent the Commission may not
require the uae o! a comminutor. However, the
utility must monitor Plant operations and
immediately install ~ functtoning comminutor
should conditions warrant ~ (807 KAR 5>071/
Section 7, 1)

Current Statues A comminutor 1~ now being
used at the plant ~

The scum on the surface ot the clarifier needs
to be removed. (807 KAR f>071'ection 7, 1)

Current Status s Has been completed,

The skimmers need to be checked !or proper
operation. (807 KAR 5>071, Section 7, 1)

Current Status s The sk immers are operating
properly,

Timberland Subdivision

The ditCuaera need to be inspected and
repaired or replaced aa necessary. (807 KAR
fi071, Section 7< 1)

Current Status> Haa been completed .
2 ~

3 ~

A backup blower and motor unit or immediate
access to one is needed in case oC an
emergency. (807 KAR 5~071, Section 7, 1)

Current Statues Has access to backup
blower/motor unit.

The chlorination unit needs to be repaired and
put in service. (807 KAR fi071i Section 7, 1)

Current Statues Has new chlorination unit.



Report - Joann Estates Utilitiea, inc ~
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4>

6»

The chlorine contact ba ~ in needs to be cleaned
of sludge, (807 KAR 5>071> Section 7, 1)

Current Statusi Has been corrected.

One pump I,n the wet well needs to be repaired
and placed in service. (807 KAR 5<071,
Section 7, 1)

Current Statue< According to owner a pump has
been ordered and will be in place in February,

The lagoon needs to be treated for duckweed,
(807 KAR 5<071> 8ection 7, 1)

Current Statues
treated,

The duckweed has been

7 ~

8»

10>

ll »

The lagoon impoundment bank needs to be
inspected for muskrat damage and repaired if
necessary, (807 KAR 5<071, Section 7, 1)

Current Statues Still needs to be monitored.

The grass and weeds around the surface edge of
the lagoon need to be cut. (807 KAR 5i071,
Section 7, 1)

Current Statues Has been completed,

The trees> grass and cattails around the
lagoon need to be cut, (807 KAR 5~071>
Section 7, 1)

Current Statues Has been completed.

A security fence around the plant and lagoon
is needed'807 KAR $ ~071, Section 7, 4)

Current Statues The security fence i ~ still
needed

The 1 if t station at the plant needs to be
cleaned of grease» (807 KAR 5I071> Sec'tion 7>
1)

Current Statues Has been cleaned.



Report
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Joann Estates Utiliti ~ s, lno ~

12 ~

13e

14'5

I

2 ~

4r

Either a comminutor or a bar screen needs to
be installed. (807 KAR 5i071p Sect(on 7> 1)

Current Status i The need for a communitor
or bar screen has been alleviated by the use
of a grinder pump in the lift station at the
plant t

The scum on the surface of the clar{fi~ r needs
to be removed ~ (807 KAR Si071, Section 7, 1)

Current Statusi Scum has been removed.

The skimmer needs to be checked and repaired1! necessary. (807 KAR 5i071< Section 7> 1)

Current Statusi Skimmer 1 ~ operating.

The cap on the top o! the ~ ludge return needs
to be replaced to stop the overflow of sludge
on the ground ~ (807 KAR 51071i Section 7g 1)

CurLent Statust Has been corrected.
Miimincton-Chiles Subdivision

The diffusers need to be inspected and
repaired or replaced as necessary. (807 KAR
5<071, Section 7> 1)

Current Statues Has bean corrected

The chlorine contact basin needs to be cleaned
of sludge. {807 KAR 5>071, Section 7i 1)

Current Statues Has been cleaned.

A backup blower and motor unit or immediate
access to one i ~ needed in case of an
emergency. {807 KAR 5~071, Section 7i 1)
Current Status! Has access to backup
blower/motor unit.
One pump in the wet weil needs to be repaired
and placed in service. (807 KAR Si071i
Section 7, 1}
Current Statust According to owner a backup
pump has been ordered and will be in place in
Pebruary.



Report - Joann Estates Utiliti ~ a, tnc,
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6 ~

7 ~

Be

10 e

12'he

lagoon needs to be treated for duckweed.
(807 KAR Si071, Section 7, 1)

Current Statues t,agoon chill haa duckweed.

The grata and weeds around the auriace edge of
the lagoon need to be cut, (807 KAR 5i071,
Section 'l, 1)

Current Statues Has been completed.

The lagoon impoundment bank needs to be
Lnspected for muskrat damage and repaired
necessary'807 KAR 5i071, Section 7i 1)

Current Status< Still needs to be monitored,

The plant i'urrently being operated without
~ comminutor. As long as th» plant can be
operated satisfactorily and produce an
acceptabl ~ ef fluent the Commission may not
reguire the Uae Df a comm(nutori Howevers the
utility must monitor plant operations and
immediately insCall a functioning comminutor
~hould conditions warrant. ( 807 KAR 5 i 071i
Section 7i 1)

Current Statues Sti,ll needs to be monitored.

The grass inside Che planC area needs to be
cut. (S07 KAR 5>071< Section 7, 1)

Current Statues grass ha ~ been cut.
The scum on Che surface of Che clarifier needs
to be removed. (807 KAR 5i071, Section 7, 1)

Current Statues Scum has been removed.

The effluent Ls not beLng chlorinated. (807
KAR 5i071i Section 7, 1)

Current Statwa Is still not being
chlorinated properly.

The chlorine cabLnet needs Co be repaired.
(807 KAR 55071 g SecCion 7p 1)

Current Statusi St ill needs ~ chlorination
unit.



Report - Joann Estates Utilitiea, ?nc.
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13 ~

14'5

'he

wet well needs to be cleaned ot grease,
{807 KAR S>071, Section 7, 1)

Current Status< Has been completed ~

The overtlow from the wet well going to the
creek needs to be cleaned up and the area
limed ~ (807 KAR 5>071, Section 7, 1)

Current Statues Area still needs to be limed.

The skimmer in the clarifier needs to be
repaired. (807 KAR 5>071, Section '7, 1)

Current Statusi Has been corrected,
Submittedi
Pebruary 8, 1991

Utility Investigator

CGR>L,NUIaem



Commonwealth of Kentucky
Public Service Commission

UTIl ITY REINSPECTION REPORT

Joann Estates Utilities, Inc ~

Paducah, Kentucky

On March 12, 1991, a reinspection of Joann Estates Utilities,
Ines was conducted, The purpose of the reinspect(on waa to are

what progress, if any, had been made to date on the improvements

or corrections recommended in the Public Service Commission's

staff reports dated October. 12< 1990 and Pebruary 5, 1991. The

current status oi each item is as followers

Joann Estates Subdivision

The difiusera need to be inspected and
repaired or replaced as necessary. (807 KAR
5<071» Section 7> 1)

Current Statues Haa bean corrected.

2 ~

3 ~

4»

5»

The chlorine contact basin needs to be cleaned
of sludge. (807 KAR 5<071, Section 7, 1)

Current Statues Has been corrected.
A backup blower and motor unit or immediate
access to one is needed in case of an
emergency, (807 KAR 5<071, Section 7, 1)

Current Statues Has access to backup
blower/motor unit.
The chlorination unit needs to be repaired and
put in service. (807 KAR Si071, Section 7, 1)

Current Statues Haa been corrected.

The tertiary unit needs to be cleaned of
sludge and all fore ign matter and placed in
service ~ ( 807 KAR 5 < 071, Section 7, 1)

Current Statues Hss been corrected. Tertiary
unit is serving aa wet well.

ENHISIT 8
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Joann Estates Utiiitiea, !nc.

6 ~

7 ~

8»

9o

The bar screen needs to be kept clean. (807
KAR fi071, Section 7, 1)
Currant Statues Haa been completed

The plant i ~ currently being operated without
~ comminutor Aa long aa the plant can be
operated asti ~Eactorily and produce an
acceptable ~!Cluent the Commiss ion may not
require the uae o8 a comminutor. However, the
utility must monitor plant operations and
immediately install ~ tune tioning comminutor
~hould conditions warrant. (807 KAR fi071/
Section 7, 1)

Current Status s A comminutor 1~ now being
used at the plant.
The scum on the surface ot the clari!e'er needs
to be removed'807 KAR 5>071, Section 7, 1)

Current Statues Haa been completed.

The skimmera need to be checked for proper
operation (80'7 KAR 5>071 Section 7, 1)

Current Statues The akimmers are operating
properly.

Timberland Subdivi ~ ion

The diltusera need to be inspected and
repaired or replaced aa necessary. (807 KAR
5i071, Section 7, 1)

Current Statues Has been completed,

2 ~

3 ~

A backup blower and motor unit or immediate
access to one is needed in case o8 an
emergency. (807 KAR 5<071, Section 7, 1)

Current Statusi Has access to backup
blower/motor unit.
The chlorination unit needs to be repaired and
put in service ~ (807 KAR 5<071, Section 7, 1)

Current Statues Has new chlorination unit and
is in service ~



Report
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Joann Sstates Utilities, Inc.

4 ~ The chlorine contact basin needs to be cleaned
of sludge. (807 KAR 5~071, Section 7, 1)

Current Statuai Has been corrected.

5o One pump in the wet well needs to be repaired
and placed in service. (807 KAR 5>071,
Section 7, 1)

Current Status< Has been corrected'

~

7 ~

8 ~

9.

10m

The lagoon needs to be treated for duckweed.
(&07 KAR 53071 Section 7, 1)

Current Statuai The duckweed haa been
treated . No duckweed is now present in the
lagoon.

The lagoon impoundment bank needs to be
inspected for muskrat damage and repaired if
necessary. {807 KAR 53071, Section 7, 1)

Current Statuai Nuskrat damage to lagoon
impoundment bank has been repaired.

The grass and weeds around the surface edge of
the lagoon need to be cut. (807 KAR 5<071,
Section 7, 1)

Current Statues Has been completed.

The trees, grass and cattails around the
lagoon need to be cut. (807 KAR 5<071,
Section 7, 1)

Current Statues Has been completed.

A security fence around the plant and lagoon
is needed. (807 KAR 5>071, Section 7, 4)

Current Statusi The security fence is ready
for installation. As soon as the weather
conditions allow the fence will be installed.
Zt will be completed no later than 8/1/91 ~

The lift station at the plant needs to be
cleaned of

grasses'807

KAR 53071+ Section 7,
1)

Current Statues Has been cleaned.



Report - Jcann Estates Utilities, inc
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12»

14 ~

15»

1»

2 ~

Hither a comminutor or a bar screen needs to
be installed» (807 KAR 5>071, Section 7, 1)
Current Statuai The need for a comminutor
or bar screen haa been alleviated by the uae
of a grinder pump in the lift station at the
plant.

The scum on the surface of the clarifier needs
to be removed. (807 KAR 5<071> Section 7, 1)

Current Statues Scum haa been removed.

The skimmer needs to be checked and repairedif necessary. (807 KAR 5i071, Section 7, 1)

Current Statues Skimmer ia operating.

The cap on tha top of the sludge return needs
to be replaced to atop the overflow of sludge
on the ground. (807 KAR 5i071, Section 7, 1)

Current Statues Has been corrected,

Wilmincton-Chilee Subdivision

The diffuaera need to be inspected and
repaired or replaced as necessary. (807 KAR
5<071, 8ection 7, 1)
Current Statues Has been corrected.
The chlorine contact basin needs to be cleaned
of sludge. (S07 KAR 5N071, Section 7, 1)

Current Statusi Has been cleaned.

A backup blower and motor unit or immediate
access to one ie needed in case of an
emergency. (SD7 KAR 5>071, Section 7, 1)
Current Statues Has access to backup
blower/motor unit.
One pump in the wet well needs to be repaired
and placed in service. (807 KAR 5>071<
Section 7, 1)
Current Statues Has been completed.
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Joann Estates Utilitios, Inc.

5o

6o

7 ~

8e

10'he

lagoon needs to bo treated for duckweed .
(807 KAR 5s071, Section 7, 1)

Current Statues Has been treated and is in
the process of clearing up.

The grass and weeds around the surface edge of
the lagoon need to be out. (807 KAR 5s071,
Section 7, 1)

Current Statues Haa boon completed ~

The lagoon impoundment bank needs to bo
inspected for muskrat damage and repaired if
necessary. (807 KAR Ss071, Section 7< 1)

Currrnt Statues Still nerds to be monitorrd .
The plant is currently brinp operated without
a comminutor. As lonp as tho plant can b»
operatrd satisfactorily and Produce an
acceptable effluent thr Commission may not
require thr usr of a comminutor. However, the
utility must monitor plant operations and
immediately install a functioning comminutor
should conditions warsant. (807 KAR 5s071s
Srction 7, 1)

Current Statues Still nreds to be monitorrd.

The grass inside the plant area needs to br
cut ~ (807 KAR 5s071, Section 7s 1)

Current Statues Grass has boon cut.
The scum on the surface of the clarifier needs
to be removed'807 KAR 5s071, Section 7, 1)

Current Statues Scum has been removed.

The effluent is not being chlorinated. (807
KAR 5s071, SecCion 7, 1)

Current StaCuss The effluent is being
chlorinaCed by a canister drip unit ~



Report - Joann Kstatea Utilitiesi tnc.
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11. The chlorine cabinet needs to be repafredi
( 807 KAR 5 l 07 1 y Section 7 ~ 1 )

Current Statue> The chlorine cabinet has been
removed. With a canister drip unit a
chlorination cabinet i ~ not

needed'3

~ The wet well needs to be cleaned ot grease,
(807 KAR 5i071, Section 7< 1)

Current Statues Haa been completed.

14 ~ The overflow Crom the wet well going to the
creek needs to be cleaned up and the area
limed ~ (807 KAR 5>071, Section 7i 1)
Current Statue> Area hae been limed.

15. The akimmer in the clarf!e'er needs to be
repaired'807 KAR 5<071, Section 7i 1)

Current Statue> Hae been corrected .
Submitted,
Narch li< 1991

CORILNUlaem

A~ . A sAd3n
Uarry N) Updtkp
Utility Investigator


