
CONNONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY

BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

In the Hatter of:

FLEMING-MASON RURAL ELECTRIC )
COOPERATIVE CORPORATION )

)
AND )

)
CONTINENTAL TELEPHONE COMPANY) Case No. 9988
OF KENTUCKY )

)
FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH THE )
CONNISSION'S REGULATION 807 )
KAR Sc006g SECTION 24

SHOW CAUSE ORDER

On April 29, 1987, Mr. Hazel NcCarthey, a resident of Old

Sardis Pike, Haysville, Kentucky, was fatally injured while mowing

with his tractor. The mawer bar on the tractor became entangled

an a Continental Telephane Company of Kentucky ('CONTEL") down

guy. This apparently caused the tractor to swing around sharply

and become entangled on a Fleming-Mason Rural Electric Cooperative

Corporation ("Fleming-Nason") down guy which created enough

tension in the down guy to break the top of the pole ~ The

Fleming-Masan down guy wrapped around the tractor's rear tire and

the victim's chest. The continued forward motion of the tractor

tightened the dawn guy across the victim causing his death. (See

Appendix which is Commission's Accident Investigation Report and

Fleming-Mason's Accident Report,.)

The accident occurred on April 29, 1987, at 5a00 p.m. and was

not reported ta the Commission until April 30, 1987, at 3c07 p.m.



Fleming-Nason's Accident Report was not filed with the Commission

until June 3, 1987. The Commission's Regulation 807 KAR 5s006,
Section 24, states that prompt notice of fatal accidents shall be

given to the Commission by telephone or telegraph, and a summary

written report shall be submitted to the Commission within 7 days

of the sut ject accident. The accident was reported by telephone

almost 24 hours after its occurrence, and Fleming-Mason's Accident

Report was filed 34 days after its occurrence.
CONTEL also had facilities on the same pole as Fleming-Nason.

CONTEL did not notify the Commission at all of this accident

involving its facilities. This is in violation of 807 KAR 5:006,
Section 24, of the Commission's regulations.

PINDINGS AND ORDERS

The Commission, having considered the evidence of record and

being advised, is of the opinion and finds that:
l. Fleming-Nason violated the Commission's Regulations by

not reporting the subject accident in a prompt manner, and by not

submitting a summary written report within 7 days of the subject
accident, as prescribed in 807 KAR 5:006, Section 24, of the

Commission's Regulations.

2. CONTEL violated the Commission's Regulations by failing
to notify the Commission by telephone or telegraph, and also by

not submitting a summary written report of this fatal accident

involving its facilities, both of which are prescribed in 807 KAR

5a006, section 24, of the Commission's Regulations.



3. CONTEL and Fleming-Nason should be required to appear

and explain the reasons why the Commission's Regulation was

violated and present a detailed plan to prevent the reoccurrence

of this violation, and to show cause if any it can, why the

Commission should not impose penalties pursuant to KRS 278.990.
IT Is THEREFQRE ORDERED that CONTEL and Fleming-Nason shall

appear before the Commission on August 20, l987, at 1~30 P.N.,
Eastern Daylight Time, in the Commission's offices at Frankfort,

Kentucky, for the purpose of presenting evidence related to
CONTEL's and Fleming-Mason's programs to ensure compliance with

&07 EAR 5:006, Section 24< and to show cause if any it can, why

the Commission should not impose penalties pursuant to KRS

278.990.

Done at Frankfort, Kentucky, this 7th day of August, 19B7.

PUBLIC SERVICE COMNISSION

%'ice Ch~an

Collfpfi 88 ioner

ATTEST t

Executive Director



APPENDIX

APPENDIX TO AN ORDER OP THE PUBLIC SERVICE
comlsszoN IN CASE No.9988 DATED Rt/gg

ELECTRXCAL UTILITY ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION

DATE OP THIS REPORT 6/8/87 SUBNITTED BY Jef fery L. Gilpin

MANE OP UTILITY Fleming-Mason RECC

AccIDENT REPoRTED BY steve Souder

DATE 6 VINE ACCIDENT REPORTED 4/30/87 3s07 P.M.

DATE AND TINE ACCIDENT OCCURRED 4/29/87 5:Oo P.M.

DATE OP ACCIDENT INVESTZGATEQH 5/l/87

DATE SUNNARY WRITTEN REPORT %AS RECEIVED PRON UTILITY 6/3/87

PERSONS ASSISTISG IH THE INVESTIGATION Steve Souder-Fleming-Mason

RECC

NAME OP VICTIN(S) l. Hazel McCarthey SEX M AGE 88

FATAL Yes

INJURIES

WANE op ENpLoTERe self-employed farmer.

SEX AGE

FATAL

INJURIES

IIANE OF ENPLOYER!

FATAL

ZNJURX ES

SuuCE OF ENPLOYER~

SEX AGE
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ELECTRICAL UTILITY hCCIDENT IHVESTIGATION (Continued)

IAKATION OP ACCIDENT SITE Off of Old Sardis Pike in Mason County,

Kentucky, at the victim's residence.

DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT The victim was mowing grass around the edge

of his yard vith a farm tractor and a cutter bar mover when the mower

became entangled in a Contel Telephone Company dovn quy. Apparently

the contact with the Contel guy caused the tractor to swing sharply

to the rignt and become entangled in Fleming-Mason's down guy which

broke the top off of the pole. When the pole broke the slack in the

Fleming-Nason down guy wrapped around the tractors rear tire and the

victim's chest. As the tractor continued forward the rotation of the

wheels tightened the cable across the victim and caused his death.

SOORCE OF XNFORNATION Steve Souder> Fleming-Mason RECC: Fleming-

Mason's Summary Accident Report; onsite investigation.

VIOKATIONS OF CONNISSION REGULATIONS This accident occurred on April

29, 1987, at 5>00 P.M. and was not reported until April 30, 1987, at

3:07 P.M. This is in violation of KAR 5:006, Section 24 which re-

quires that the utility give prompt notice of all fatal accidents.

The Commission did not receive the utility's written summary report

of this accident until June 3, 1987. This is in violation of KAR

5:006, Section 24 which requires that a written summary report be

submitted vithin 7 days.

RECOHNENDATIONS To be in compliance with KAR 5:006, Sect ion 24, the

utility should provide the Commission with prompt notice of all fatal

accidents and submit a summary written report within 7 days. The

prompt notice should be given to the Commission even if details are

sketchy. Additional information can be given at a later time if

necessary.
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E INB CLEARANCBS

h AT POINT OF ACCIDENT

As Neasured
Ninieue Allcwed

bF NBSC

Phase conductor to ground
elevationc

Neutral conductor to ground
elevation:
Communication conductor to
ground elevation:
Phase conductor to structures

Neutral conductor to structure:

N/A

N/A

Communication conductor to
structure: N/A

So hT LONEST POINT OF SPAN

Phase conductor to ground
elevation~

Neutral conductor to ground
elevations

Communication conductor to
ground elevation:

N/A

N/A

N/A

Ce SPAN LBNGTB N/A

Date the line or facilities «ere canstructeds

Utilitya Fleming-Mason RECC

Date e 5/1/87

hyproximate tempera ture:
Neasurements made bye

Time 10>30 A.H.

82 Degrees F

Submitted bya
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FLEMING-MASON
RURAL KLKCTRIC COOPERATIVE CORPQRATIQN

~-.:,
gpss

~ a~eeIg I,

Huston Delaney,
President Ec General Manager

P.O. BOX 328
FLEMINGSBURG, KV. 41041

Phone (606) 845-2661

June 2, 1987

Jeff Cilpin
Public Service Commission
P. O. Box 615
Frankfort, KY 40602

RECEIVED

Jljt) .y 1987

DIVISION OF UTILITY

ENGINEERING & SERVICE

Dear Jeff:
Enclosed please find the following items relating to the Hazel
McCarthey accident in Mason County which you investigated.

Summary "Hazel McCarthey's Fatal Accident"
Coroner's Investigation Report
Sheriff's Report
Ambulance Operators Report
Sketch of Scene

SDS/pdp

Enclosures



HAZEL NcCARTHKY'S FhTAL ACCIMNT

The following is a reconstruction of events on the evening

of April 29, 1987 concerning the Hazel NcCarthey accident based

on an interview by Steve Souder with Russie Dunaway, Steve Harn

and Jack Owens, with Louie Flanery being present.

John Fulton or Elmer coulton called Marjorie Royse about 5:00

p.m. tb report the power off at account number . This

in format ion vas relayed by Reno NcGlone to Russ ie and 8 teve vho

vere working on another outage between Elizaville and Hilltop.

They finished their work in the Elizsville-Hilltop area and

proceeded to the John R. Fulton residence and determined that the

distribution line was de"energized. They vent to reclose number

223 which was locked out. lt vas successfully closed at 6:37 p.m.

with no subsequent operations. Returning to the John R. Fulton

residence they sav the lights on and decided to patrol the rest

of the cir cuit to de term inc the cause of the outage. They

discovered a tap line out of sag and thinking that the wind had

probably caused this line to short decided to resag the line. To

gain access to the terminal pole they contacted Emery Vice vho

went with them to open gates snd show them the vsy to the pole on

which they planned to work. They resaged the line and left the

f ield at about 7:1$ p.m. Returning to Emery V ice's house they

vere triaIsing some limbs vhich vere near a service vite vhen Reno

called to report service along the line section was still off.

They patrolled the line further specifically investigating

the line vhich vas recently resagged vhen they came upon the



broekn pole at Mr. McCarthey's. The pole had been broken at the

telephone at tachment, the telephone cable was on the ground and

the electric conductors vere still attached to the pole top.

Russie approached a tractor which was caught up in the guy

wires and saw that Mr. McCarthey was still slumped in the tractor

seac. with his head dovn near the foot petals. Russie called to

Steve to bri ng rubber gloves and bol t cutters. They cut'he

electric conductors and guy wire. After straightening Mr.

McCarthey back up in the tractor seat Russie left to call for

help while Steve supported Mr. McCarthey. Russia went to Emery

Uice's house; Mr. Vice called the Palmer Funeral Home in Mayslick

at about 7: l5 to 7:30 p.m. When Russie returned to Mr.

NcCarthey's, Minnie Sweet was arriving also. Mr. Sweet and Steve

tried resuscitation techniques on Mr. McCarthey but to no avail.

They continued to hold Nr. McCar they's head until the ambulance

arrived at 750 pm. At some point during the time, between

Russie's return and the arrival of the ambulance, Rose Ann Palmer

and another lady arrived end on Mrs. Palmer's advice Nr.

McCarthey was removed from the tractor and placed on the ground.

James Brell, Mason County Coroner, and Charles Lang, Mason

County Deputy Sheriff, came to the site. Jack Owens of Fleming-

Nason RECC arrived at about 8:25 p.m. He called Huston Delaney

then isolated the line to Nr. NcCarthey' snd restored power to

the line section.

Contel Telephone Company was notified by Jack at 7:00 a.m.

on April 30.
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Mason County Coroner's Office
JAMES A. BRELL, CORONER

phone 606 564-6012.
Sfb East Second, St. Maysvi11c, Ky. 41056
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