
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY

BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

In the Natter of>

LOUISVILLE GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY )
FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH SAFETY ) CASE NO ~ 9906
RULES AND PRACTICES )

SHOW CAUSE ORDER

on December 18, 1986, w. v. Gilkey, an employee of Louisville

Gas and Electric Company ("LGRE"), suffered second and third

degree burns to both hands due to contact with an enexgized

lightning arrestor. Nr. Gilkey had just completed the

installation of a transformer and had energized the riser, which

is the cix'cuit between a primary voltage 1ine and a transformer

including a lightning arrestor (See Attachment A, Page 1). He

apparently reached to straighten the energized lightning arrestor
and received the burns upon contacting it. His foreman, Tommy

Fxench, was present and in charge at the time of the accident.
The accident occurred at 802 surry Lane, Louisville, Kentucky.

A f ield investigation was conducted by commission staf f on

Decembex'9, 1986. The repox t of that invest igat ion, is at tached

as Appendix B to this Orders It was determined that Mr. Gilkey

and Mr. French were in violation of the Commission's regulation
807 KAR 5c041 Section 3{7) — Acceptable Standardsg specifically



defined in 1981 National Electric Safety Code, Sections

42(420H)-Tools and Protective Equipment < and, 42(4218)-Duties of

Foreman (See Attachment C, Pages 1 and 2, items checked). The

Commission's regulation 807 KAR 5:006, Section 22 — Safety

Program, states that each utility shall adopt and execute a safety

program. Thus> it was also determined that Mr. French was in

violation of LG&E's Safety Manual, Page 4, subtitle
General Safety, section Cl., Responsibility of Supervisor,

subsection 1.1 (See Attachment D, Page 1). Nr. Gilkey was also in

violation of LG&E's safety Nanual, Page 56, subtitle Electrical,
section E2., Tools and Protective Equipment< subsection 2.17 (see

Attachment 9, Page 2).
The information set forth in the Commission's field in-

vestigation repoxt indicates that Mr. Gilkey did not maintain

compliance with proper safety procedures and Nx. French failed to
ensure such compliance. Therefore, the Commission finds that LG&E

should be required to appear and explain the reasons why the

aforementioned regulations were violated and present a detailed

plan to prevent the reoccurrence of these violations.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that LG&E Shall appear before the

Commission on Nay 21, 1987, at. 9!30 A.N., Eastex'n Daylight Time/

in the Commission's offices at Frankfoxt, Kentucky, for the

purpose of presenting evidence related to LG&E's program to ensure

compliance with 807 KAR 5a041, Section 3(1), and its own Safety

Manual, and to show cause if any it can, why the Commission should

not impose penalties pursuant to KRS 278.990.



Done at Frankfort, Kentucky, this 15th day of April, 1987.

PUBLIC SERVICE CONHISSION

Vi& Chairman-

~+~~~ 4
(fomm iss ione r

MT''a

Executive Director
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ATTACHMENT
PAGE 1

Xntra-Agency Neaerandum

Kentucky Public Service < ission

TO:

THRU:

Claude G. Rhorer, Jr., Director
Division of Engineering and Services
J. Wayne Bates< Nanager pAElectric Branch

FRON! Jeffery L. Qilpin
Utility Investigator, Sr.
Electric Branch

SUBJECTS Accident Investigation involving
Louisville Gas and Electric Company's Distribution

System

DATE s January 1%, i%87

Attached please find the Report of the investigation of
the accident in vhich Nr. If.V. Qilkey ~as injured.
JLG:jsb
Attachment



ATTACHMENT B
PACE 2,

PRELININART

FINAL

ELECTRICAL QTI LITT ACCIDENT INVSSTIGATION

DATE OF THIS REPORT 1-16-8'7 SUSNITTED SY Jeffery L. Gilpin

MANE OF UTILITY Louisville Gas and Electric Company

ACCIDENT REPORTED SY Russ Edwards

DATE a TINE ACCIDENT REPORTED 12-18-86 12'10 PeN

QhTE AND TINE ACCIDENT OCCURRED 12-18-86 ll!30 A N.

DATE OF hCCIDINT INVESTIGATION 12-19-86

PERSOHS ASSISTING IH THE INVESTIGATION William R. Skaggs and

William Harding of LGaEt John Land of the Public Service Commission

staff.
e

SANE OF VICTIN(S) I W.V. Gilkey SEX N AGE 3i
FATAL No SANE OF ENPLOYERa Louisville Gas and Electric Co.

INJURIES Second and third degree burns to both hands.

FATAL

INJURIES

2 ~

NANE OF ESa. aeYERe

SEX

3 ~

NANE Or IWPXOmas
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ATTACH ANT B
PACE 3

ELECTRICAL UTILITT ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION (Continaaed)

LOCATION OP ACCIDENT SITS 802 Surry Lane, Louisville< Kentucky

DESCRIPTION OP hCCZDBNT Nr. Gilkey had )ust completed the instal-
lation of a transformer and had made the riser hot when he apparently

reached to straighten a lightning arrestor that was energized and

received the burns. He did not have rubber gloves or sleeves on at
the time of contact. His foreman, Tommy French, was present and in

charge at the time of the accident.

SOURCB Ot INPOlWMIM William R. Skaggs and William Hardin of LGaEg

LGaE "Notification of Accident Form(attached)g on site investigation.

VIOLATIONS OP CCROlISSXCW REGULATIONS 807 EAR 5!041, Section 3(1)-
Acceptable Standards 1981 NESC Section 42(420 H)-Tools and

Protective Equipment. 1981 NESC Section 42(421 B)-Duties of a

Foreman.

RBCONNBNQhTIONS Review the safety procedures and work procedures

required when changing transformers with all personnel, and es
pecially with foremen.

Page 2 of 4



ATTACHNENT B
PAGE 4
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ATTACHMENT B
PAGE 5

LINE CK EhRhl|CES

Minimum Allowed
by'ESC

A» AT POINT OF ACCIDENT

Phase conductor to ground
.elevations

Neutral conductor to ground
elevation s

Communication conductor to
ground elevations

34'

30'"
20.6 I

18
''/h

Phase conductor to structures N/h

Neutral conductor to structures N/h N/h

Communication conductor to
structures

I» M'ANIRET POINT OF EPAW

Phase conductor to ground
elevat ion s

N/A

Neutral conductor to ground
elevations

Communication conductor to
ground elevation s

C SPAN Lcseas~ea 310
'atethe line or facilitiea sere constructeds

Utilitys Louisville Gas and Electric Company

Dates 12-19-86 Togae ls00 P.N.

Ayproxiaate teaperatures 41 Degrees F

Neaeureeenta sade bys Jeffery L. Gilpin

Sohaitted bye

Page 4 of 4
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~ 1 ~

CIKNEAAL SAFFfY
Ct. RESPONSISIUTY OF THE SUPERVISOR IINCLUOES FOREMAN,

OR OTHER PERSONS IN CHARGE OF WORK)

1.2

1.3

The supervisor shaN be responsible for the safety of the
employees working under his direction, end for the safety
of the general pubac in connects with hh vrark. The
authorhy and rsspansibNity for the sedan necessary to
pravarrt accidents Isan integral part of his Iob

A "}ob bnefing" shaN be hskt prior to starting a jab to
acquaint employees with en unfamiliar type of work or
procedure. An estimate of potential hatards should be
made st these brktSngs and provisions made to supply
needed safety equipment. (Ssa FIQ. C,t)

Ths supervisor thaN plan the watk, Qivitlg cor~m~r 'to
the 4am~~ lnyaIVed and to Whether tha emplayeee end
the employee s clothing, ths tools, the Phasm ~ end safety
devices ere proper snd sdsqusts for doing the vrark in ~
safe manner. He shaN instruct the employees under his
supervision how to do the work in ~ safe manner and ~
sure himetaf that they understand and faNow instrucdane.
Special instructions shall bs given ta new empiyties or
other amployeea that may have bean assigned new dudss.

Ths supervisor shaN Issue such Instructions ss rnsv be
required to safely meat local condniane for which rules
are not provided ln this Safety Manual.

When work is brNng performed under condldons vvhich
Canetitute Speaktl hatafda, EX@~mimir SheN be

given to the need for dsstgneting en employee ta render
~msrgency distance If needed. This employee msy also
perform other dudas but his prknsry responslbNIty shall
be to render snurrgency assistance to the wortrjnsn.

when It ls .-~.-r for e supervisor to leave the Iab, hs
~hall designate an smpioyss to bs in charge of the Iab
during his «bssncs.

The supervisor shaN be responsible for having necessary
approved squipmsnt, such as warning signs, barricades,
guards, hsndrsas, and lights properly PIscsd vvhsn snd
wherever needed.

lf s difference of opinion antes wrth regard \0 ths mass-
ing or application of any of these rules, or ss to the means

to carly tham out,, the de6$ ian of ths Mvl-
pioyee's supsrvkrar thaN bef~.
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2.18

2.15

2.16

2.1$

2.21

Pardculer attahtiOA ehsN be given to the surface coating of
ihaulating tools used around electrical equipment. Theee
tools include ladders, pike pokrs, switch sticks. Nve4ine

tools, arid insulatihg pkrtforms. Some paihte centain lead
or zIAC, which are conducting materials; therefore, only
varnish or other transparent Insulating preservstlves shaN

be used. {SeePar. C13.3)

Uvo4he tools shall ilo! b8 Iakf directly on rhe g!Ouhd or
~gainst sharp obtects. Such as barbed-wire fences, Special
tool holders or tarpaulins shoukl be used for this purpose.

Ifgledhg tools shaN be stored Ih ~ dry location. Tools
shsN either be hung ln ~ vertical position. or «uitsble con-
tainer» lor rackal ahaN be provkfed to protect the topi
from damage.

when personal lubber protective equipment ie required, it
ahaN be put on before coming within reach of energized
«quipmeht and removed only when out of reach of ener-
gbed equipment.

Rubber protective equipmant, such aa Nne hoes and insuf»-

tor hoods, ahaN be inataNed from a safe poeidon. Vixen 8
Nhsmah Ie oA 8 pole, the safe oaiitioh wNI Aor!AaNy ba
bekrw the conductors or apparatus to be~.
Personal rubber protacdva equipment shag be worn when
CVimbihg 8 pele supporting anergcad aqulpmant that ia

known or suspected to be defective. Rubber gloves shaN

be worn if hand contact ia Nkely to be made to hardware
supporting known or suspected defective insulators sup-
poldhg energized conductors.

Before sech use, rubber goods, hot sticks, and other pro-
tective equiprhent shsN be vtsuagy inspected for en~
foreign matter, cuts, puACtures. deep sere!ches. 8!c.Ds-
fecdve equipment shsN not be used.

Rubber gk!ves whkh are to be used for electrical work shag
be given an air teat before each use. This cen be accom-
plished by!ONIng up the gkme gauhdet toward the palm so
that the trapped air wia stretch the rubber. A thorough
~Semination then can be made for air leaks and other de-
fects, lf thee la leakage, or lf defects sra found, 'ths QIoves
shag hot be used. This ls only ~ rough test ahd ls nOt ~ Sub-
stitute for the required high voltage ekrctr{cal teat.

Rubber gloves shaN not be wo!h wrong skfe cut, or be left
in that cond{Non. Rubber gloves ahaN not be folded. Blank-
8!8ShaN be roNed, rather than folded, when not in use. Une

56


